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DAVID G. REMPEL TO BE GUEST SPEAKER lating to Mennonites in Czarist Russia. At
the end of the session there will be time

AT ANNUAL MEETING for questions from those attending the
Featured this year at the annual dinner meeting"

will be a program entitled "A Conversation Dr‘ Rempel is now living in Menlo Park’
with David Rem el". Dr. Rem el will be Ca¥if°'"i?- He is i" “is late 70's 3"“
interviewed bypPeter Klassenpand Paul Stlll actlve 1" Study 6"“ 'e$ea’°"-
Toews of the Historical Society.

Dr. Rempel was born in the Ukraine and
graduated from the Central Schule in the
Chortitza. He studied niteningrad nithe JOHANN CORNIES
late 1950's, an opportunity that no longer
exists and was rare even at that time. He The 6°53°Wi"Q 44 {he 64461 4" 4 ¢Q"¢%4
was given access to archival material 06 bi°94aPhi¢45 4k@t¢hQé 06 laadane 4"
about the Mennonites in Russia that few the Mennonite on Mennnnefn Bnnfhnen
people today have seen. 1"adi$i°"-

In the United States, Dr. Rempel has
studied at Bluffton College and Ohio State Fifty YQETS after hi5 death, J0ha"n
University. He received his Ph.D. from Klassen said of Johann Cornies that he was
Stanford University. For many years he the greatest Mennonite leader since Menno
was Professor of History at the College of Simons. Someone else was heard to say,
San Mateo. “If there is such a place as hell then

His dissertation was a study of the that fellow Cornies is burning there to-
Mennonite Colonies in New Russia. Dr. day." wherever the truth lies, Cornies
Rempel has published numerous articles out was no ordinary man.
of this dissertation and subsequent re- Cornies was born near Danzig in 1789.
search in Russian Mennonite history. This Because his father was a sailor and had
dissertation is still referred to by many seen the world, Johann was exposed to ad-
as the authoritative work on the subject. ventures beyond the knowledge or imagin-
Part of its significance is that he was ation of most Mennonite people.
permitted access to Russian archival He received only a few years of ele-
sources that have been denied to other mentary education, but he had a practical
scholars. mind, exceptional retention and a vivid

Dr. Rempel has always been interested imagination.
in the Russian perceptions and assessments At 15, Johann's family moved to the
of the Mennonites as well as Mennonite Ukraine. Two years later he found himself
statements and writings. His insistence working in a flour mill; he was bored.
that Russian Mennonite history be told as He purchased a team and wagon and
part of the larger Russian story has been bought produce from the villagers to sell
an important part of his contribution. in distant cities. Making these long ar-

He will be questioned about his exper- duous trips was less boring and much more
iences as a researcher in the Soviet Union _

and about his historical conclusions re- ¢°"t1"“ed 0" the "eXt Page


