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Three times Hartfeld was arrested for
Hermann Hartfeld to Speak in San Jose his faith and he spent a total of six and

a half years in Soviet prisons. But these
Hermann Hartfeld will be the speaker at years are not for him a tale of defeat.

the San Jose area meeting of the Historical In prison he met other Christians with
Society on January 29 at the Lincoln Glen whom he prayed and shared knowledge of
Mennonite Brethren Church. A Mennonite Scripture. Prisoners became Christians
dinner will be served. Tickets may be through Hartfeld's witness, so the officers
ordered from Wilbur Reimer at (408) 265- kept transfering him from one camp to
6211. another to diminish his influence.

Born and raised in Siberia, Hermann Finally a West German relative of Her-
Hartfeld learned that living the life of mann's wife, Maria, offered to sponsor
a Christian can be a hard lot. From his their move to West Germany. It was dif-
childhood he remembers the screams and fienlt to leave Russia, 3 land with so
barking dogs which told him that the few pastors, but they did decide to go.
seeret P°liee(KGB) had Come to take eWeY Their entrance into the free world washis neighbors. When his cousin invited a mixed blessing, hOweVer_ Yes, worship
him to attend e W°rshiP service with him: was free, but Christianity was treatedit was s daring steP he t°°k- ChristiahitY with indifference. Through a hard life
was not sP°keh of °Peh1Y- But Young Hart‘ the Hartfeld's have learned the value offeld was the first to stand that night in their faith_
eemmitmeht to this new feith- Hartfeld has written two books about

Bibles were hard to eeme bY> so the his experience, Faith Despite the KGBChristians searched communist writings and Irina, both published by’ChriStian
for Bible quetatiohs " Verses qheted by Herald_H5oks. Currently, the Hartfeld's
these writers in their attempt to dis- are studying at Mennonite Brethren
credit Christianity. Hartfeld was denied Biblical Seminary, in preparation to re_
his college degree, though he finished at turn to West Germany and a ministry among
the t°P Of his Class» beeause he would not the Umsiedler (recent immigrants fromjoin the communist party. RusSia)_

SQCIET¥,HONORSHTHREE

Dinuba—Reedley Area Meeting to Highlight At the 1982 annual dinner-meeting of
Hispanic Mennonites the Historical Society, three scholars

were given special recognition. Otto B.
The Dinuba—Reedley area meeting Of the Reimer of Reedley, J.C. Penner of Shafter,

Historical Society will be held On Sun‘ and R.C. Seibel of Lodi, all in their
day, March 6 at 2:45 at the Parlier Men‘ eighties, have provided invlauable assis-
nonite Brethren Church. The meeting will tanee tn the Center and the Society by
focus on the history of the Hispanic translating thousands of pages of hand-
Mennonites in the Central Valley. Re- written German records and documents into
freshments of Mexican food will be served. English, These records are now available
Set aside this date. More information in the archives for the English—speaking
will be forthcoming. student of history.


