Those persons of a decade and century past become immedi-
ate members of the reader’s world. Their pleasures, pains,
achievements, and experiences are shared in the present. If
the measure of a good poem is its ability to share the experi-
ence with the reader, then Janzen’s poems are successful. It
is a pleasure to dig below the surface, to discover and share
those treasures, experiences, and memories of the past. But
it is equally enjoyable to climb up the roots of the upside-
down tree and discover that they point outward and upward.
Commendations are also given to artist Spencer Newell, the
poet’s son-in-law, for the imaginative cover that sensitively
reflects the title as well as the tone and style of the poetry.

New books in the Center for
Mennonite Brethren Studies

The following are only a few of the many new books
received in the Center for MB Studies during recent months:

Bartel, Matthew. Bartel: From 17th Century Nederlandt,
18th Century Prussia, 19th Century Ukraine, 20th Century
American. Rosenort, Man.: Prairie View Press, 1991.

A history of the Heinrich Bartel (1834-1867) and Gertrude

Warkentin Bartel (1832-1872) family.

Bartsch, Abe F., ed. A.J. and Susie Wiebe Family. n.p.:
privately printed, 1992.

A history of the Abraham John Wiebe and Susie Ewert

Wiebe, prepared for a Wiebe family reunion in July 1992.

The Descendants of Ohm Abraham Wiebe: 1831-1991.
Winkler, Man.: privately printed, [1991].

A history of Abraham Wiebe (1831-1900) and Maria Koop

Wiebe (1831-1892).

Janzen, Jean. The Upside-down Tree. Winnipeg: Henderson
Books, 1992.

The latest collection of poetry by this Fresno poet. See the

book review elsewhere in this issue.

Janzen, John, William Janzen & Ruth Hildebrand, comp. &
eds. The Heinrich F. Janzen Family Record. Saskatoon:

privately printed, 1992.
A history of the Heinrich F. Janzen (1849-1920) family.

McKee, Wilma. Heritage Celebrations: A Resource Book
for Congregations. Newton, Kans.: Faith and Life Press,
1992.

A practical guide for local Mennonite congregations

planning a church celebration event.

Nolt, Steven M. A History of the Amish. Intercourse, Pa.:
Good Books, 1992.
A new history of this significant branch of the Anabaptist-

Mennonite family.

Redekopp, Alfred H. The Muensterberg Hueberts: A Family
History and Genealogy of the Descendants of Claas Huebert
(1785-1853). Winnipeg: privately printed, 1992.

Claas Huebert was the father of Heinrich Huebert, the first

elder of the Mennonite Brethren Church in Russia.

Pedagogy (continued from page 2)

in Sagradowka, Neufeld studied for four years at the Evan-
gelical Seminary in Basel, Switzerland and later at Spur-
geon’s Pastor’s College in London, founded by the renowned
Baptist minister Charles Haddon Spurgeon. Upon completion
of his studies, Neufeld moved back to Russia, settling in the
Ufa Colony near the Ural Mountains, over eight hundred
miles northeast of the Molotschna Colony. There he became
the principal of the Davlekanovo Zentralschule?

The Ufa settlement, founded in 1894, was far removed
from the heartland of the Mennonite colonies in Russia. For
the first several years of its existence, the Ufa Colony had no
adequate educational system. Some wealthy members of the
settlement sent their children to schools in the more estab-
lished colonies, but this was hardly practical for most people.
Faced with the need for improved local education, a commit-
tee in the Ufa Colony set about to establish a secondary
school in its main city of Daviekanovo. They secured the
services of two Mennonite teachers, Kornelius G. Neufeld
and Johann Peter Rogalsky, who began teaching there in
September of 1908. Neufeld served as the school’s first
principal.’

In 1913, after five years at Davlekanovo, Kornelius
Neufeld left Russia. Following a short stay in Germany, he
emigrated to the United States in 1914. Like Wilhelm
Neufeld, he skipped over the more established midwestern
Mennonite settlements and moved directly to California.
Neufeld initially settled at Fairmead in Madera County, where
a new Mennonite settlement had been established only about
one year before. With Cornelius Wittenberg, he served as an
ordained minister of the Fairmead Mennonite Brethren
Church during 1914 and 1915. By 1915, however, the
Fairmead congregation was beginning to unravel and many of
its members moved away; Neufeld soon relocated to Reedley.

Kornelius Neufeld made his first contribution to Mennonite
education in Reedley in the fall of 1915. That year the
Mennonite Brethren Church there granted him permission to
conduct a school on Sunday afternoons in the church base-
ment.'? In the spring of 1916, representatives of the Reedley
Mennonite Brethren Church met with their counterparts at the
First Mennonite Church to discuss the possibility of reestab-
lishing a German school. Neufeld’s involvement in this
renewed effort to organize a school is not clear. It seems
likely, however, that the arrival of someone with his expertise
and experience might well have been an impetus for these
negotiations."!

It does not appear that these inter-Mennonite discussions
went very far, since the Mennonite Brethren Church alone



