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By the time the "Messenger" reaches our
readers, we will be a week or more in the
new year. By now all the well-intended New
Year's resolutions will probably be broken
-a perfect demonstration that man without
divine enablement, is utterly incapable of
doing that which he himself recognizes as
being right and good. By now the people
will be going about their activities in very
much the same way as they did in 1952.
However, to the majority of _individuals
the question of the future has come up in
their thinking and conversation. What does
19 5 3 hold in store for the world? Many are
hoping almost against hope that this ye2r
will bring a brighter and better world picture. Some are pessimistically expecting the
worst to happen. Others are assuming a stoic attitude and in a fatalistic frame of mind
are preparing themselves to take what may
come. The tension, unrest, turmoil and
strife of our time should be indicative to
all, even to those who prefer to look at man
and his doing through rose colored glasses
and prefer to see only the essential goodness
of man, that the world is not getting better. Instead the prophetic word of the Scriptures is being fulfilled "that in the last days
perilous tim es shall come."
To the believcir the signs should be unmistakable that we are living in the last
days of this present age. While we are not
setting dates or predicting events, we certainly need to keep in mind that the return
of the Lord is imminent and may very weil
be in 19 5 3.
Perhaps this is the year when "the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
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Lord." May this thought immediately echo
within us the words of the Apostle John as
he cries out on the last page of Holy Writ:
"Even, so come, Lord Jesus."
DR. PETERS TO SPEAK AT TABOR
COLLEGE

Dr. G. W. Peters has accepted an invitation to be one of the speakers at the Annual
Bible Conference to be held in Tabor College, Hillsboro, Kansas from February 1-8.
Dr. Peters will give two messages each day
excepting Sundays. His morning messages
will be on the general subject "Seeing the
Spirit \'V'ork." In the afternoons he will give
a series of messages in the German language
on "The Glory of the Church of Jesus
Christ."
REV. JANTZEN TO RESUME FIELD WORK

Rev. G. H. Jantzen will again take up
his work as P. B. I. field evangelist and Bible
conference speaker at the close of the first
semester. During this semester Rev. Jantzen
was on the teaching staff of the school.
His first services will be held in the Park
Lane Mennonite Brethren Church near
Shafter. He will have meetings there from
February 8-15. Other meetings are being arranged for at this time.
LATiN AMERICAN MISSION RALLY

The Latin American Prayer Band is sponsoring a mission rally to be held on January
16 at 7:45 p.m. The main feature of the
rally is to be the showing of the colored
sound picture ."Torch in the Night." This
picture, produced by the Central American
Mission, depicts the native life of the Central American Indians and also their religious customs and practices. In contrast it
shows the wonderful change that is brought
about by the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The
public is invited to attend the rally. Willie
Heinrichs is the chairman of this prayer
band.

CHAPEL ECHOES

PRAYER BAND RALLIES

Rev. Oran Bell, a former P. B. 1. student
and at present a missionary to Haiti,
brought the chapel message on December 2.
Rev. Bell gave a testimony of how the Lord
called him into Christian work while he was
serving in the navy and how the Lord led
him and Mrs. Bell to the Island of Haiti. He
gave a report on their work, illustrating it
with colored slides.
On December 5, Dr. David Laurie, formerly of Edinburgh, Scotland, but now of
Portland, Oregon, gave a message in chapel
on Elijah the Tishbite. From 2 Kings 17:4,
9, 10, he spoke in a very practical way on
"The Place of God's Purpose;" "The Place
of God's Power;" and "The Place of God's
Provision" as experienced by Elijah.
Rev. Gene French, the Youth For Christ
director for Fresno, was the chapel speaker
on December 12. His message was based on
Psalm 32:8.
Rev. Harold C. Etter, General Director of
the International Christian Leprosy Mission,
brought a missionary message on December
17. His text was 2 Peter 3 :9. He emphasized in particular the compassions o.f the Lord
to those in need and brought to our attention the great need among the lepers of the
world not only for medical help, but also
for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In his penetrating message, "Hearts on
Fire," Rev. J. B. Toews pointed out to the
audience at the Africa Prayer Band Rally,
November 7, the most pressing need of missions today: hearts aflame with the love of
Christ. Any other motive, he stressed, such
as desire for adventure or acclaim, response
to a duty, or even pity for the physical and
spiritual distress .of the natives, is not enough
to make a missionary into a soul-winner.
The missionary must go to his field with a
heart set on fire by God.
The need of Africa had already been
presented by Rev. Irvin Friesen, recently returned missionary, in a series of slides. A
quartet number and a reading by members
of the prayer band followed the same missionary theme. The motto of the rally:
Where? Africa. Who? You. When? Now.
The seventeen members of the Africa
Band, headed by Harold Thiessen as president, Eldon Schmidt as vice-president, and
Melba Rempel as secretary, put on the first
rally of the school year. The !arge map
painted on the wall of the stage was the
center of stage decorations, with a spotlight
focused on Africa and the motto strung
across the top in gilt letters.
HOLDING THE ROPES AT HOME:
"Spare not, lengthen thy cords and strengthen thy stakes;" this was the theme of the
Horne Missions Prayer Band Rally, held December 5. Not content with talking about
home missions, the prayer band proved the
worth of the projects in our Fresno community by asking five persons saved in
local chapels to give their testimonies: Arnold Thiessen of the Rescue Mission,' Mr.
Cruz from Sunset Gardens, Mr. Buchanan
.from Westpark, Mrs. Brooks from Nichol's
Camp, and Gloria Mendoza from Sunset.
The testimonies were perhaps the most convincing message on home missions possible;
however, the band provided the additional
persuasion of a challenge by Rev. D . J.
Gerbrandt, missionary among the Indians
of Indiahoma, Oklahoma.
The Horne Missions Band, with sixteen
members, is headed by Wallace Duerksen,
president; Vernon Duerksen, vice-president;
and Mary Krantz, secretary. They also used
the map as the focal point of decorations,
with their motto hung upon a rope held
across the top by two !arge hands. A spotlight in the form of a question mark was
focused upon the United States and Canada.

MUSICAL GROUPS PRESENT CHAPEL
PROGRAM

The chapel service on December 9 was
under the direction of Mr. Dietrich Friesen,
Professor of Music with the various school
musical groups giving the program. The
ladies sextet sang two numbers, "There Is
Room For Thee" and "All For Me." This
was followed by two numbers by the men's
quarret, "If We Ever Needed T he Lord Before" and "My Sins Are Gone." The concluding numbers were given by the school
choir under the direction of Mr. Friesen.
They sang a group of four songs, "Teach Me
To Pray," "Three Kings," "The Palms,"
"And the Glory of the Lord" from Handel's
Messiah.
The program was given to promote interest in the robes which are being made for
the school choir. Gene Franz, the Choir
President, presented the project to the students and faculty members 'a t the close of
the program at which time an offering was
received for it. To date approximately $2 50
has been received for this project.

CHRISTIAN SERVICE

The Children's Christmas Rally held in
the Institute auditorium on the evening of
December 14 was one of the year's high
points in the Christian service activities at
P. B. I. About three hundred children were
in attendance at this rally. They came from
the different places where the students are
active in Christian work, such as His Jewels'
Bible classes and Sunday Schools in the mission chapels and churches. The audience was
composed o.f a cosmopolitan group of negroes, Mexicans, J:ipanese and whites.
The children came with the eager anticipation which is so prevalent among children
just before Christmas. They enthusiastically
joined in the singing of Christmas carols
under the direction of Harry Heidebrecht
and listened as attentively as possible to the
special Christmas numbers in song and the
play presented by a .cast of students under
the direction of Miss Phyllis Hiebert. The
climax of the service came in the message
by Mrs. Juanita Garrett. With the aid of a
magical demonstration, she brought a very
effective salvation message. At the close of
the service all the children received treats
of pop-corn balls, oranges and candy.
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Petker are at present
working at the chapel in Sunset Gardens, a
mission project under the direction of the
Board of Horne Missions of the Pacific Distric t o.f the Mennonite Brethren Churches.
Mr. Petker is a graduate student at P. B. I.
and Mrs. Petker received her Th.B. degree
from the school last year. They report that
the Lord is blessing the work to such an extent that they are being crowded for room
a t the services.
Another work that is being blessed of the
Lord in a special way is that at the Fresno
R escue Mission. Every Sunday night a group
of students under the joint leadership of
Victor Becker and Ernest Friesen, conduct a
service there. Mr. Goertzen, the Christian
Service Director reports that m ore souls are
being saved at these meetings than ever before.
MISSIONARY NEWS

Wilmer and Gene Quiring, missionaries
under the M. B. Board in Colombia, South
America write: "Since we arrived in La
C umbre late in August we have been busy
studying the language. Sometimes we have
to admit that it is a bit discouraging, but
we .feel sure that this too will be accom-

plished in His own time and with His help
alone. We are well and happy in the work
though our actual activities are somewhat
limired during this period of study and acclimatization. . . . The forces of evil are
present about us on every side and we would
urge you to remember those who are serving the Lord in every foreign land before
the Throne of Grace."
R obert and \\7anda Kroeker were ordained
as missionaries by the Reedley Mennonite
Brethren Church on November 23 . Robert
is taking advanced theological training at
the school this year. W anda received her
A.B. degree from P. B. I. in 1948. They are
preparing to go to Africa to serve on the
Mennonite Brethren field in the Belgian
Congo.
Sam and R enetta Krause, both P. B. I.
graduates, are at present living in Dinuba,
California. They are making their final
preparations for going to Japan. They are
planning to leave in February. They will
serve on the field o.f the Mennonite Brethren Church.
FACULTY ACTIVITIES

Dr. R. M. Baerg and Dr. G. W. Peters
both served in the Southern District of the
Mennonite Brethren Churches during the
month of November. Dr. Baerg had a week
of meetin gs in the Hillsboro, Kansas Church
from November 23-30. Dr. Peters served as
a missionary conference speaker from November 16-2 8 in churches in Oklahoma,
Kansas, and Colorado. Dr. Baerg and Dr.
Peters also shared the time in a five-day
Bible conference in the M. B. C hurch at
Lodi, California. Dr. Baerg served from December 31-January 2 and Dr. Peters served
on January 3 and 4.
Rev. G . H. J antzen has been serving in
the Shafter M. B. Church at dif.feren t occasions. On November 2, he and Dr. Peters
ser ved at the Harvest Festival at Shafter.
Rev. Jantzen also served there on three consecutive Sundays-November 23 , 30 and
December 7. On December 14, he brought
the message at the morning service in the
fresno M. B. Church and on December 28,
he preached in the Mission Bible Church of
Fresno.
Rev. Arthur G . Willems served the Shafter M. B. Church on November 16 and the
Lodi Church on November 23 . On the evening of December 21, he gave the message
at the Fresno Rescue Mission.

BIBLE CONFERENCE POSTPONED

Due to circumstances beyond the control
of the school, it has become necessary to
postpone the Annual Bible Conference of
the Pacific Bible Institute. The Conference
was scheduled for February 1-6. Plans are
being made to have a combined Bible and
Missio.iiary Conference later in the year. The
date for this conference is not definite at
this time and will be announced later.
CLASS

SCHEDULE

SECOND SEMESTER 1952-53
COURSE

DA YS

7 :00-7:50 A.M.

History of Civilization ________________ M.W.F.
Systematic Theology
__________ M.W.F.
New Testament 1J_ _____________ ____________ Daily
Journalism --- ------------------------- ------·· · -T.Th .
Post-Exilic Minor Prophets............ T.Th.
Voice Cl ass 1First Sectionl __________ T.Th.

1NSTRUCTOR
Warkentin
Peters
Baerg
Hiebert
Willems
Friesen

7:55-8:45 A.M.
Chorus -- ------ --------- ---------- -------- -----M.W.F.
New T estament Greek ________________M .W. F.
Cultural Anthropology ______________M. W.F.
Christian Education of Youth ________ T.Th.
New T estament Theology ___ _____ ______ T.Th.
Sight Singing & Ear Training 1l..T.Tm.

Friesen
Baerg
Peters
Warkentin
Peters
Friesen

8:50-9:40 A.M.

New Testament lntroduction ...... M.W.F.
Bible Doctrine .
___ M.W.F.
English Composition ____ ______________ M.W.F.
H ym no logy --- --- ----- --------- -- ---------- ------M.W.
Advanced Church Hist o ry 1l_ _____ __ T.Th.
Christian Living ------- ---------- _______ ___ T _Th.
Conducting 11
______ _____ __ T .Th.
The Orient ---------- ---- ----------- --- -- --------T .Th.

Willems
Goossen
Hiebert
Friesen
Goossen
-Baerg
Goossen
Friesen

9:45-10 :20 A.M.

Chapel

------- ·--- ---------- ---------- --- -- ------- Daily

10 :25-11 :15 A.M.

Old T estament 11...
. .. Daily
Elementary Greek 11..
___ __________ __ Daily
Sociology --- ----------------- ------------------M.W. F.
Thessalo nians & Galatians ______ __ M.W.F.

f

~-9 ~shM T~~f;~:u_r~ __ :::::: ·--_
.._...·:::::::::i: ~:

Voice Class ISecond Section l ........T.Th .

Warkentin
Baerg
Warkentin
Willems
Hiebert
Peters
Friesen

11 :20-12:10 P.M.
Adolescent Psycho logy .
. ..M.W. F.
H armony 11 ______________ __________________ __M.W.F.
Homiletics 11
_____________ M.W.F.
l ntermediate T yping __ _____ _______ ___ _M.W.F.
Missionary Me thods & Practice .. M.W.F.
Agencies & A ctivies of Christia n
Educatio n ---- -- ----------·----______ T .Th.
New T estament Theology ___ ___ _____ _________ T.

7 :30-9:10 P.M.
Genesis -----------------·· ...................Monday

Musk Appreciation ______

... Monday

T eacher T ra ining 1L .................Monday
Men' s Swimming Calss ................ Tuesday
Women's Swimming C lass ........ T hursday

TO BE SCHEDULED
Seminar in Anthropolog y
Org an (Private and Closs ) --- -------·········
Piano (Private and C la ss )
Voice (Privat e) __

Goossen
Friesen
Will em s
Bedrosian
Pet ers
Warkentin
Peters
Wil lems
Richards
Warkentin
Mandarich
Bonesteel
Pet ers
Richards
Hiebe rt
Friesen

THE EVENING SCHOOL

The Evening School will be continued the
second semester for the benefit of those who
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wish to secure additional academic trammg
but are unable to attend the dass sessions
during the day. The courses require the same
amount of work per semester hour as the
regular day school courses and receive the
same credit. Students enrolling in the evening school must meet the regular entrance
requirements. Individuals who do not wish
to work for credit, may enroll as auditors.
T _his semester the classes will again be held
on Monday evening from 7:30-9:10 o'clock.
R egistration for the evening school will be
on February 9 at 7: 3 0 p.m. Class instruction will begin on that same evening.
COURSES:
Genesis _______________________ Arthur G. Willems
Music Appreciation ____ H. Tryon Richards
Teacher Training IL ________ Joel Warkentin
DESCRIPTION OF COURSES
Genesis-An an ylitical study of the book
of Genesis will be made. During the study
the importance of the book in relation to the
rest of the Bible will be emphasized and it
w ill be clearly demonstrated that it is truly
the seed-plot o.f the Bible. This course re'ceives Bible institute and Bible college credit.
Music Appreciation-As the title indicates, the objective of this course is to lead
the student into a keener appreciation and
fuller enjoyment of music. A study is made
of the varionus forms of muisc with an extensive use of musical recordings. This
course is open to all students, no musical
knowledge being required.
T eacher Training II-This is a continuation of Teacher Training I which was
taught the first semester. However, students
who have not had Teacher Training I are
permitted to enroll in this course. The course
deals with the various methods of -t eaching
such as lecture, discussion, and others. lt
also deals with teaching principles and aims
and their application to the field of Christian education. This course receives Bible
institute credit.
For additional information consult Professor S. W. Goossen who is the director of the
Evening School.

