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Thanksgiving Day comes to the people
of the United States as a reminder of the
deep devotion to God of the early New
England settlers. lt is reported that the early
colonists of New England were accustomed
to brin g their distresses before the Lo~d in
.frequent days of fa sting and prayer. And
this certainly is most praiseworthy and is
a custom that could very weil be followed
by us in our present national situation.
H owever, t he constant meditation upon
their calamities and di stressful condition left
the settlers with a rather gloomy and discontented outlook. When on one occasion
they again called for a day of fasting and
prayer, one of the colonists suggested that
they had brooded long enough over their
difficulties and reminded them that they
could very weil call for a day of thanksgiving instead. He reminded his fellow-colonists of all · that they had and enjoyedcivil and religious liberty, fields that were
producing crops, streams that supplied fish
and .forests that supplied game, their health,
their dutiful children, and the increasing
strength of the colony. The advice was taken and a day of thanksgiving was declared
by the governor.
Today, we as a nation, have much more
for which we should be thankful, but we
have somehow lost this true spirit of thanksgiving. lt is weil for us to keep in mind
some of the material and spiritual blessings.
Let us give thanks to God, "who is the giver- of every good and perfect gift," for all
the temporal blessings. Let us be thankful
for the personal freedom which we enjoy,
.for the free election that we are able to
have, for God-fearing men in our government, fÜr the peace and quietness in our
daily living. Let us thank the Lord for the
materi al wealth and resources of our country
that have contributed so greatly to our

strength, prosperity, and even personal comfort.
May we be thankful for the religious freedom in our nation: that we have free access
to the Bible; that no one is there to persecute or prosecute us for the personal and
public use of the Scriptures. Let us be
thankful that we are permitted to found
and operate educational institutions where
we are at liberty to teach the Bible and
Christian principles to our youth.
But above all, !et us who are Christians,
be thankful to God for the many and great
spiritual blessings which we have and are
free to enjoy because of our position in
Christ. The Apostle Paul reminds us in
Ephesians 1 :2 that God has "blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places in Christ." Truly we should join the
Apostle when he cries our "Thanks be unto
God for His unspeakable gift."
Time and space would fail us, should we
try to mention all that is ours in Christ
Jesus. Neither can we ever fathom nor understand in this present life what "every
spiritual blessing" includes. However, the
poet has expressed very fittingly some of
these blessings as follows:
For sins forgiven, and lessons by the way,
I thank Thee, Lord!
For counsel "not to faint" but rather
pray;
I thank Thee, Lord!
For plans upset, which thrust me on Thy
care.
For hope that soared in face of blank
despair;
For Thy biest presence with me everywhere,
I thank Thee, Oh I thank Thee, precious Lord!
"Oh that men would praise the Lord for
His goodness and for His wonderful works
to children of men."-Psa. 115: 17.

With this issue the P. B. I. Messenger is
being changed from a monthly to a bimonthly publication. Your editor, as weil as
members of the school administration, feel
that this is a proper move at this time. lt is
expected that the same objective for the
Messenger can be reached by reducing the
issues to six a year. In this way we will be
conserving our strength for other muchneeded publications for the promotional
work of the school.
We trust that this new plan will meet
with your approval. Continue to pray for
the Institute that we may grow and prosper
under the guiding hand of the Lord. Pray
also that our school paper may continue to
present the school to our friends in a manner that will be pleasing to our Lord and
Master.
P. B. 1. DAY

"Open thou mine eyes" was the keynote
of Rev. J. J. Toews' message on P. B. I.
Day, October 5, at 2: 3 0 p.m. The tragedy
of closd eyes, like those of Elisha's servant
and the Emmaus disciples, is often reenacted
in our Bible schools, so that the Bible student does weil to pray, "Open thou mine
eyes." What keeps eyes closed to Bible truth?
First of all the old nature must have its eyes
opened, for the things of God are foolishness to the natural man. Then some Christians keep looking for the wrong things, like
the ten spies in Canaan who saw giants instead of grapes. Disobedience also closes
eyes, as Saul, King of Isr'.lel, experienced at
his time of trouble. Closed eyes can be opened, however, by prayer and by drawing
nearer to Christ, the great healer of the
blind. A cleared vision will see wondrous
things in the Word of God; it will see a
transforming power to cleanse, a mighty
helping power, a great field of service. Rev.
Toews concluded his message with the heartsearching statement: if you don't enjoy
reading the Bible, fall in love with the author.
'
The school chorus under the direction of
Dietrich Friesen made its first public appearance of the year with three numbers:
"O Be Joyful in the Lord," Harris; "King
Jesus Is A-Listening," Dawson; and "No
One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus," Weigle.
Mr. Friesen led the congregational singing
and Mr. H. Tryon Richards, organ instruc-

tor, played an organ prelude and offertory.
Reports were given by the school registrar, Mr. S. W. Goossen, and by the president of the Alumni Association, Rev. Menno A. Sehellenberg. Dr. G. W. Peters led in
the invocation, Dr. R. M. Baerg gave the
words of welcome, and Mr. Arthur G. Willems read the scripture lesson. Also present
on the platform were the other members
of the faculty and staff and the chairman
of the Board of Education, Mr. P. J. Funk,
who closed the service with remarks and
benediction.
SPIRITUAL LIFE EMPHASIS

Rev. George Jantzen gave a series of
special chapel messages on Sept. 29 through
Oct. 3 on the Christian life, basing his
thoughts on I(Timothy 2:20, 21: "But in
a great house there are not only vessels of
gold and of silver, but also of wood and
of earth; and some to honor, and some to
dishonor. If a man therefore purge himself
from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use,
and prepared unto every good work."
The material, he said, does not matter;
it is the purging process which fits both
gold and earthen vessels for the master's
use. Such a vessel must be broken-broken
in to perfect obedience. lt must be an empty
vessel; many lives are so full of pleasure, of
business, of ambition, or of idols that they
cannot be used. The vessel must be surrendered; Christians can be so tied to their habits, to public opinion, to distrust, to a pleasant home life or a prosperous job, that God
cannot move them into His place of service.
The vessel must be a filled or consecrated
vessel, handed over to God to be used exactly as He pleases. Such a vessel will be
sanctified, meet for the master's use, and
prepared unto every good work.
The las t day of these chapel services was
set aside as a day of prayer. After Rev. Jantzen's opening message, students and faculty
went to prayer individually and then in
groups, closing the morning with a time of
testimony.
The impact of the messages was evident
in the students' attitude of quietness and
heart-searching; and only He who sees the
hearts knows what the far-reaching results
may be.

JOHN DYCKS RETURN TO COLOMBIA

Rev. and Mrs. John Dyck and family,
missionaries to Colombia, South America
under the M. B. Board of Foreign Missions,
have returned to their field of service after
a time of furlaugh at home. The Dycks left
Fresno by train on October 15. From New
Orleans they traveled to Colombia by air
via Panama.
Mr. Dyck is a member of last year's graduating d ass, having received his A.B. degree in Missions and Anthropology.
At the school picnic held in Roeding Park
on October 10, a , farewell service was held
for the Dycks. Mr. Dyck spoke to the school
on "How to Pray for the Missionaries." He
emphasized seven pertinent points. 1. Pray
for essential things. 2. Pray for sufficient
grace for the task. 3. Pray that they will not
become too busy to pray. 4. Pray that they
may have the determination to go all the
way with the Lord in spite of obstades.
5. Pray that they will not spend their energy on things that are not essential. 6. Pray
that they may have the strength to resist
temptations. 7. That they will be on fire for
the Lord.
PROMOTIONAL WORK

Members of the faculty and the student
musical groups have been occupied on Sundays in visiting the churches of our constituency in the interest of the school. On
Sunday, October 12, six churches were visited. Mr. S. W. Goossen and t he male quar tet served in the Los Angeles Mennonite
Brethren Church. Mr. G. H. Jantzen was
in the Dinuba M. B. Church. At the morning service Miss Phyliss Hiebert and Mr.
Dietrich Friesen, both instructors in the music department also served in Dinuba and in
the evening in the Zion K. M. B. Church
of Dinuba. Mr. R. M. Baerg served in the
Zion K . M. B. Church with messages at both
services. Mr. Dan Goertzen and a ladies trio
were in the Orland M. B. Church. Mr. Joel
Warkentin and another ladies trio were in
the Madera M. B. Church, and Mr. A. G.
Willems and a ladies duet served the Winton
M. B. Church.
On October 19 three more churches were
visited. Mr. Baerg, a ladies sextet, Mr. Dietrich Friesen and Miss Phyliss Hiebert served the Reedley M. B. Church. Mr. Goossen
and the male quartet were in the San Jose
M. B. Church. And Mr. Willems and a mix-

ed quartet were in the Rosedale M. B.
Church.
On November 2, the Fresno M. B. Church
observed its local P. B. I. Day. Mr. Willems
brought the morning message. In the evening the school chorus and other musical
groups gave a musical program. Mr. Goossen had charge of the service and gave a report on the school.
On November 9, the M. B. Churches in
Salem and Dallas, Oregon are to be visited
by Mr. Baerg, Mr. W illems and the male
quartet.
Besides this, members of the faculty have
served at other places. Rev. Jantzen conducted meetings in a community church in
Phoenix, Arizona from October 19-26. He
also served the Shafter M. B. Church at their
harvest festival on November 2. Dr. G. W.
Peters also served in Shafter on that day.
From September 28 to October 5, Mr. Peters
conducted a series of evening meetings in
the Bakersfield M. B. Church. He commuted back and forth in order to meet his dasses
in the mornings. Mr. Peters also attended
the meetings of the M. B. Board of Foreign
Missions in Hillsboro and the annual meeting of the Accrediting Association of Bible
Colleges and Bible Institutes in Chicago. Mr.
Willems brought the morning message in the
Dinuba M. B. Church on October 5. Mr.
Baerg was a speaker at the harvest festival
of the O rland M. B. Church on October 26.
CLASSES ORGANIZE

The students have organized into their
respective classes and have elected their dass
officers.
The Freshman Class- Harold Schroeder,
President; Eldon Schmidt, Vice-President;
and Aldene Friesen, Secretary-Treasurer.
Professor S. W. Goossen is the advisor.
The Sophomore Class - Belva Becker,
President; Gien Ewert, Vice-President; and
Geraldine Patzkowsky, Secretary-Treasurer.
Professor Dietrich Friesen is the advisor.
The Junior Class-Paul Kroeker, President; Don Loewen, Vice-President; Dora
Reimer, Secretary-Treasurer; Dr. G. W.
Peters, Advisor.
The Senior Class-Ernest Friesen, President; Harold Thiessen, Vice-President; Elias Buhler, Secretary; Willie Heinrichs,
Treasurer; Professor · Arthur G. Willems,
Advisor.

STUDENT ENROLLMENT

One hundred and twenty-eight students
have enrolled in the Pacific Bible Institute
this semester. Of this number 118 are in the
day school and 10 in the evening school.
Several things make this year's student
body different from past years. For one
thing the men out number the women by
quite a majority. There are 78 men and 50
women. Of the men, 32 are married. Another unique feature is the size of the freshmen dass. The 48 members o.f this dass
represent one of the largest entering dasses
in the history of the school.
The day school students come from the
following places: 72 from California, 19
from Oklahoma, 11 from Oregon, 5 from
British Columbia, 4 from Washington, and
one each from Kansas, Minnesota, Montana,
Pennsylvania, Texas, Saskatchewan, and the
Belgian Congo, Africa. The ten evening
school studen ts are all from Fresno.
The Student body represents eight different denominations. There are 96 Mennonite
Brethren, 13 Baptists, 5 General Conference
Mennonites, 3 Pentecostal, 2 Congregational,
2 Presbyterian, and one each of the Assembly o.f God, Mennonite Brethren in Christ,
and Pilgrim Holiness. Four students have indicated that they have no denominational
affiliation.
Miss Kathryn Lentzner from Larslan,
Montana is a missionary from Colombia,
South America w ho is enrolled as a graduate student. Clement Kroeker from Dallas,
Oregon and Miriam Duerksen are both children of missionaries from the Belgian Congo. Both are enrolled in the Bible College
course.
MISSION PRAYER BANDS ORGANIZE

As in former years, the P. B. I. Student
body is organized into prayer bands for the
purpose of praying for the mission fields
of the world. Dr. G. W. Peters, Professor
of Missions and member of the Board of
Foreign Missions of the Mennonite Brethren
Conference has been appointed the faculty
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advisor. Mr. Victor Becker, a graduate student is the over-all chairman of the bands.
Each band also has its own organization.
There are six bands this year and they are
organized as follows: Latin America-Lawrence Becker, Chairman; Willie Heinrichs,
Vice-Chairman; and Kathryn Lentzner,
Secretary.
Europe and the Near East-Ernest Friesen, Chairman; John Heidebrecht, ViceChairman; and Belva Becker, Secretary.
The Far East-Ebner Friesen, Chairman;
Eugene Franz, Vice-Chairman; and Betty
Jantzen, Secretary.
· India-Nick Rempel, Chairman; Dewayne Neufeld, Vice-Chairman; and Viola
Reimer, Secretary.
A frica-Harold Thiessen, Chairman; Eldon Schmidt, Vice-Chairman; and Melba
R empel, Secretary.
The Home Field- Waliace Duerksen,
Chairm an; Vernon Duerksen, Vice-Chairman; and Mary Krantz, Secretary.
Each group · meets during the Thursday ·
morning chapel period for prayer and dur ing the course of the year each band is responsible for a Friday ev.ening mission rally .
The .first rally of ·the year .will be held
on Friday, November 7. This rally is sponsored by the African Prayer Band.
FACULTY-STUDENT RECEPTION

The annual faculty-student reception on
September 19 combined introductions, fun,
and meditation.
Toast m aster Joel Warkentin directed students, faculty, and friends in the introductions, sandwiching in such remarks as he
thought appropriate. A skit entitled " If
Dreams Came True" drew a rather exaggerated contrast between a freshman's dream
of his grand entrance into school life and
the sad realities of registration. Musical
numbers by Miss Hiebert and Mr. F riesen,
student testimonies, and a short talk by
M r. Goertzen finished the program. Refreshments were served in the main hall.

