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DR. PETERS OBTAINS RELEASE FROM ADMINISTRATIVE
RESPONS! B1LITI ES
On August 1, 1947, Dr. G.
W. Peters assumed the office of
president of the Pacific Bible Institute. He has served the Institute in this capacity for five
years and on August 1, 19 5 2,
he relinquished his responsibilities as adrninistrator.
Dr. Peters assures us that his
decision was purely voluntary
and was made upon the inward
conviction that he must shift
his energies and time, at least
temporarily, into d i ff er e n t
channels than administrative
work. He w ill continue his ministry in the Institute as professor of Theology and Missions.
He expects to spend considerable
time in research work and writing.

If place 1 choose, or place l shun,
My soul is satisf ied with none;
But when Thy will direct s my way,
'Tis eqital joy to go or stay.

The position of the president
remains vacant and the responsibilities will be carried by a
temporary committee known as
the "Executive Comrnittee of
the School." Dr. R. ·M. Baerg
h as been requested to serve as
chairman of this committee.

FAREWELL

With this issue of the P.B.I. Messenger 1
am taking my leave as editor of the paper.
1 wish, however, to give recognition to
Professor A. G. Willems who has for the
last two years served as Associate Editor
and has done practically all the work in
connection with the publication of the
"Messenger." He ·has done good work.
May the Lord's continued blessing rest
upon the school and its constituency.
My farewell message as editor 1s contained in the following challenge:
HAVE FAITH IN GOD
(Mark 11 :2"2)

lt is rather peculiar that man should need
the exhortation to " have faith in God." lt
would seem more logical that man because
of his experiences would lose confidence in
himself and in faith reach up to God _and
rest his confidence in God. Yet such is not
the case. Man's hardest task seems to be
1:0 "have faith in God" and to rest in God.
lt is to this hard task that Jesus calls His
disciples and truly, genuine discipleship is
marked not by an outward observance of
rules and regulations, but by the inward
attitude and relationship of unwavering
faith in God,-by a relationship that commits to and rests in God.
Such, indeed is no easy lesson to learn.
A child of God, however, enabled by the
Holy Spirit is expected to learn the lesson
and practice ".faith in God" at all times
and in all circumstances.
"Have faith in God" is the Master's ·challenge to the Board of Education, the faculty and the student body of the Pacific
Bible Institute.
"Have faith in God" to m ake P. B. 1. a
stronghold of evangelical Christianity, a
stronghold that will never be moved by the
waves of modernism, liberalism and antiscriptural · philosophies which have undermined· the foundations of many institutions
and ruined coundess churches and Jives.
"Have faith in God" to make P. B. 1. a
tower of genuine spirituality, a place where
biblical spirituality is clearly distinguished
from heartless intellectualism, formal orthodoxy as weil as from mysticism and pure
psychological religious experiences; a place
where children of God learn the secret of a
God-consecrated and victorious life, a life

in the power of the Holy Spirit for the
glory and benefits of mankind.

"Have faith in God" to make P. B. 1. a
lighthouse from whence the beams of light
will cross the desert roads, the dangerous
mountain cliffs, the dark waves to guide
the weary pilgrim to the haven of restour Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. America, Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia and the
lslands of the Seas must realize that P. B. 1.
has set its heart upon world evangelism in
our present generation. Men and women
who love not their Jives, who have realized
the need of the world, whö know the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ as the only
remedy for a world of sin, and who have
learned to walk, live and serve in the power of the Holy Spirit must charac terize P.
B. 1. "Have faith in God" to create such
men and women in our days from our midst
and in our institution. World evangelism in
the power of the Holy Spirit must ' ever
remain the key note of P. B. 1.
"Have faith in God" to work out His
own purposes and plans in the development
of P. B. 1., to lead in every detail of its undertaking, to provide men, means and ways
for the building o.f an institution according
to His will and ways to meet the challenge
of today.
"Have faith in God" to b!ess the faithful
supporters of P. B. 1. with an untired heart
to give and to continue to give for His
cause and increase the circle of those who
will give and pray for the upbuilding of an
institution to the glory of God and the
service of the churches and mankind.
"Have faith in God" to strengthen, uphold, increase and use the faculty o.f P. B. 1. ;
to consecrate it and fill it with an ever increasing burden for a lost and perishing
world, to give it the wisdom necessary to
guide, break and make the young lives entering P. B. 1. and to keep its eyes fixed
upon the eternal reward that is coming to
them that serve Hirn gladly and wholeheartedly.
"Have faith in God" to bring those students to P. B. 1. w hom He wishes to have
here ; and whom He can send forth from
here to gladly spend and be spent for Hirn.
Thus, my brethren and sisters, Christ
challenges us, " Have Faith in God." May
He not be disappointed in any one of us!
-G. W. Peters

DIETRICH FRIESEN JOINS P.B.I. FACULTY

Mr. Dietrich Friesen of
W in n i p e g,
Ca nada has accepted the position of instructor
in
music at ehe
Pacific
Bible
Institute. He
w ill begin hi s
work at the
opening of the
school in September.
Mr. Friesen
comes to the school weil prepared and weil
qualified for his position. He is a graduat e
of ehe Mennonite Brethren Bible College oi
\\7innipeg w ith a music m ajor. He received
ehe A.B. degree from Tabor College also
w ich a major in music. He has done gradu ate work towards an M .A. degree at the
U niversity of Wichita, m ajorin g in voice
and music theory.
His practical experience is both in the
field of choral directing and teaching music.
He has twelve years of experience as a
church choir director, ten of which were
w ith the choir of the North End Mennonite Brechren C hurch of Winnipeg. He has
been a director of a radio choir for five
years. This summer he is the di rector of
the Mennonite Brethren C hurch choir of
Hi llsboro, K ansas.
His teachin g experience includes four
years as music instructor in the Winnipeg
Bible Institute and College of Theology,
two years as instructor in voice in the Mennonite Brechren Bib!e College and one year
as instructor in music in ehe High School
of Durham, Kansas. Besides this, Mr. Friesen
has been u sed in promoting choral sin gin g
in most of t he Mennonite Brechren C hurches
of Canad a.
MARRIED COUPLES' GET-TO-GETHER

O n July 13 twenty -six couples, former
students of P. B. I., m et at Mooney's Grove
for the third an nual get - co-gether of young
married couples w ho were m arried w hile
attending school or a.f ter they graduated.
Aft er a delicious pot-luck dinner, every-

one h ad time for v1s1tation, renewin g of
friendships, and getting acquainted wich
new couples w ho had not attended the getto-gether before.
Gene Kliewer presided during the program which began with the singing of
choruses led by Eugene Gerbrandt. Special
mu sical numbers consisted of two trumpet
duets by Donald Dick and Melvin N ikkel
and two voca l numbers by A lv ina W illems,
Dorothy Barteil, and Berdine Gerbrandt.
Rev. S. \\7. Goossen brou ght t he message,
using for his text I John 3: 1-3.
The program was followed by a brief
business session a t w hich time the grou p decided to continue this t ype of get -to-gether
as an annu al occasion, meeting on t he second Sunday of Ju ly. Gene K liewer was
elected to con tinue on as chairman of the
committee. Bob Reimer and Mrs. Rueben
Barteil were elected to serve w ith him.
C losing remark s were made by Dr. G. W.
Peters.
Following a time of recreation, the afternoon was concluded w ith a waterrnelon
supper.
REGISTRATION FOR FALL SEMESTER ON
SEPTEMBER 15 AND 16

The fa ll semester of ehe new school year
w ill begin wich registration of students on
September 15 and 16. C lasses wi ll begin on
Wednesday, September 17.
lncoming freshman students should enroll on Monday, September 1 5 in order to
be ready for the psychological and E n glish
entrance tests to be given on Tuesday, September 16.
At this t ime it is n ot possible to give an
exact number o.f students expected for the
school year, but the Registrar's Office reports that inquiries for studen t application
forms and applications actually processed
is about the sam e as in previous years.
Fac ulty members who wi ll be devoting
their time to the school on a full-tim e basis
are: R. M. Baerg, D ietrich Friesen, D . E.
Goertzen, S. W. Goossen, Phyllis H iebert,
G. W. Peters, ]. E. Warkentin, A. G . Willem s, and Mathilda Fast , Librarian . T he fol lowing wi ll serve on a part- time basis: Mrs.
F lorence Bonesteel, Dan E. Friesen, Dr.
Leonard Hei nrichs, and H . Tryon Rich arcl ~ .

COURSES OFFERED
First Semester-1952-53
BIBLE AND THEOLOGY
Hrs.
Bible, Old Testament ______ 5
Bible, New Testament ____ 5
Bible Analysis,
Old Testament ---- --- --- 2
Bible Analysis,
New Testament --- -- -- - 3
Old Testament
lntroductian ------ --- ---- ----- 3
Bible Dactrine ________________ 3
Systematic Thealagy ____ 3
Mission Histary ____ __________ 3
Missians-Personnel
and Organizatian ______ 3
Hamiletics ---- -- --- -- ---- -- ----- 3
Evangelism-Histary
and Principles ------- ---- - 2
Church Histary Survey ____ 2
Advanced Church Histary 2
Greek New Testament ____ 3

Sunday Sehaal
Teacher Training ______ 2
Yauth Organizatian ______ l
Christian Educatian af
Children ___ __________________ _2
Audia-Visual Educatian __ 2
Personal Evangelism ______ 2

COLLEGE
lntroductian ta
Philosophy ----- -- ---- ------Greek Grammar ---- --- ----German --- ----------------------General Psychalagy _____ ___
Child Psychalagy ---- -- -- -Persanality, Health and
Charocter Deve lopm't.
1ntroductian ta Educa tian
Saciology ----- ---- --------------Pu b lic Speaking ------ -----Advanced Public
Speaking ---- ---- ---- ------ --

3
5
3
3
3
2
3
3
3
2

Histary af Civilizatian ____
Anthropalagy ------------ ---Principles of Ecanomics __
Geography of the
Near East -- --- ------ ----- -English A ---------------------Literature --------- ·------ ----- Journalism · -------------------Typewriting ____________________
Physical Education ________
Health Education __________

3
3
3
2
3
2
2
5
l
2

MUSIC
Essentials af Music_ ___ _____ _ 2
Canducting ------------- ------- 2
Voice, Piano and Organ
Class and Private Lessans
Chorus -------- ---- ----- -- -- --- -- l
Instrumental ----- ---------- --- l

IMPROVING THE BUILDINGS

FACUl TY MEMBERS EARN DEGREES

The business manager, Mr. Albert Kohfeld, with the assistance of members of the
faculty and their families, are occupied in
improving the appearance of the school
building. At present all the outside woodwork is being painted. Other improvements
to the building are on Mr. Kohfeld's agenda
after the painting is completed.
At the men's dormitory three of the garages are to be used for other purposes. After
concrete floors have been poured, two of
the garages will be converted into storage
rooms. A third garage is to be converted
into a recreation room. The space in front
of the dormitory buildings is to be seeded
to lawn grass as soon as the weather permits.
An off-street parking strip will be oiled.
This will provide parking space for the student's cars.
Plans are also underway to put in sidewalks at the apartment building for the
married students.

Mr. R. M. Baerg, Dean of the Pacific
Bible Institute and professor of New Testament and Greek and Miss Phyllis Hiebert,
professor of English and instructor in piano
earned advanced degrees this spring.
The doctor of theology degree was conferred upon Mr. Baerg by the Northwestern
Evangelical Seminary. He had completed his
residence work before coming to t he Pacific
Bible Institute two years ago and finished
writing his dissertation this past year. H is
dissertation is entitled, A Study of the Antecedents, Theology and Interpretation of
the Prologue of the Gospel of St. John.
Miss Hiebert received the degree of master of arts from the University of Kansas.
Her thesis subject is "Arnold's, Empedocles
on Etna and Browning's, Paracelsus: "The
Dilemma of the Faustian Man." At the
same time Miss Hiebert was elected to Phi
Betta Kappa, a national liberal arts honour
society. She received this honour on i:he
strength of her excellent record in her graduate studies.
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