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COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

Rev B. J. Braun, commencement speaker
at the seventh annual commencement of the
Pacific Bible Institute, told the graduating
class that they are members of a generation
which will face more momentous problems
and more complex situations than any generation before them. Only one Man ever
faced problems more complex and situations
more criticaL That man was Christ Jesus.
Y et in the hour when He faced Gethsemane
and the cross, in full recognition of what
lay before, He said, "Ari se, and !et us go
hence."
Rev, Braun's subject was "Compelling
Incentives To a Sense of Mission" which
was based on John 14:30 and 31. He pointed out three distinct compelling incentives
which gave Jesus Christ this sense of mission-there was a prince to be conquered;
there were men to be saved; there was a
God to be obeyed. These three compelling
incentives are to be ours today as we face
the problems and complex situations of
life.
His concluding challenge to the graduates was "to ·be undauntedly optimistic
with reference to discouragement; to be
confidently realistic with reference to the
enemy, because we too have the prince
of the world to contend with, though he
is a conquered foe and our victory over
him is secured in Christ; to be compassionately evangelistic with reference to the
unsaved masses; and to be ultra-idealistic
with reference to the will of God, so that
we too m ay be able to say in all situations
of life 'as m y Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, !et us go hence."'
Thirty one students received their specific
degrees, diplomas and certificates at this
time. After the exercises in the First Pres-

No. 9

byterian Church, the Junior Class entertained the gradua tes and their friends at a
reception in the patio of the Institute
building.
GRADUATES PRESENT GIFT

Vernon Reimer, senior class president,
presented the gift of the graduating dass
of 19 52 at the Senior Class Chapel on May
29. The gift consists of a !arge missionary
map of the world mounted on the back
wall of the stage of the auditorium. Above
the map the words "Holding Forth the
Word" are inscribed in !arge letters. The
countries of the world are marked in different colors and markers are mounted at
the places where members of the P. B. I.
family are serving as missionaries.
On either side of the map the names
of the missionaries and the countries where
they are serving are posted in black letters
!arge enough to be read from the floor of
the auditorium.
The map will not only keep before the
school the men and women who have gone
from its halls to the ends of the earth with
the "Word of Life," but will also be of
help to missionary speakers in presenting
their work. lt also makes a very attractive
and appropriate background for the stage.
The following are on the mission field
from the P. B. I. family: lndia-Mr. and
Mrs. Ted Fast, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Schmidt,
Regina Suderman ; Africa-Mr. and Mrs.
Arnold Prieb, Dorothy Kopper; JapanAlice Fast, Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Barte!;
Colombia-Mr. and Mrs. Harry Barte!, Mr.
and Mrs. John Dyck (home on furlough);
Peru-Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Thiesen;
Haiti-Mr. and Mrs. Oran Bell; Mexico-Edna Thiesen.

EXTENSION MINISTER'S REPORT

W e give a very brief summarized report
of our work during the past school year.
Seven months have passed since we began
this service. We have traveled about 11,000
miles, and have served 12 Churches wich
o!1e and two weeks services, speaking 207
t1mes in Evangelistic Services, Bible Readings, Prayer Meetings, Men's Meetings, Women's Meetings, Bible Classes, Student
Gatherings, etc. During this time we have
made 759 calls speaking to people about
the Lord and inviting ehern to the house
of God and fellowshipping in many homes.
We have seen a number come to a personal
decision for Christ through person.al dealing, many, many others h·~ve indicated
publicly their decision to consecrate life
and means to the cause of Christ. Our
hearts have often rejoiced when we have
been informed that reconciliations between
brethren and sisters have taken place.
Pray for us as we continue in this ministry. During June and July we expect to
minister to a number of Churches in Saskatchewan, Canada, speaking two and three
times daily in Bible Expositions and Evangelistic messages. Pray also, that if it be
the will of the _L ord He would give us
$ 500 for a projector strictly for missionary
and evangelistic use. We have feit inwardly
led to make this need known for we believe this would add decidedly to the
e.ffectiveness of oui' ministry.
Mr. and Mrs. G. H . Jantzen
2149 Tuolumne Street
Fresno 21, California
ALUMNI MEETING

The annual business meeting and banquet
of the P. B. I. Alumni Association was held
in the school dining hall on the evening
of May 24. A delicious meal was served
by the P. B. I. cooks, Mr. and Mrs. H. H.
Unruh, Miss Sarah Harms, and Mrs. Jacob
Unruh. The waitresses were students of
P. B. 1.
Robert Suderman, Vice-President of the
Association, presided during the program
which consisted of two trio numbers by
Ruth Lepp, Mary Thiesen and Olive Warkentin, a reading by Lorena Kroeker, two
v ocal solos by Betty Buckingham and a
message by Rev. S. W. Goossen. Mr. Goossen's message was from Phil. 4:11, "For I
have learned in whatsoever stat e I am
therewith to be content."

STUDENTS TO MINISTER IN GERMANY
Richard
Wiehe and Arlo
Heinrichs
both students
at the Pacific
Bi ble lnsti tute
are planning to
spend the summer
months
in evangelistic
work in Germany. Richard
Wiehe is a
graduate stuARLO HEINRICHS
dent
from
Manhatten, Kansas and is planning to return to Germany as member of an evangelistic team headed by Rev. P. K. F laming
of Oxnard, C alifornia. He spent sorile time
last year with Rev. Flaming ministering in
Berlin. They are looking forward to a similar ministry this summer.
Arlo Heinrichs, freshman student from
Okeene, Oklahoma, plans to go as a member of a male quartet which is to accompany
Rev. J. W. Vogt, Principal of the Corn
Bible Academy, Corn, Oklahoma. This
group is going out under the auspices of
Youth For Christ.
The P. B. 1. students have pledged a
partial support of these two men.

Alumni Association President, Ebner
Friesen, had charge of the business meeting. lt was decided that the $ 50 scholarship
should .be given to a qualified student w ho
would be chosen by the facµlty members.
The new constitution, which was d rawn
up by the Executive Committee, was discussed. lt was decided to put ehe constitution into effect for this year on a trial
basis.
The following new officers were elected:
Menno Sehellenberg, Winton, California,
President; Victor Becker, Fresno, California,
Vice-President;
Mrs. Dorothy Barteil,
Bakersfield, California, Secretary-Treasurer;
and Olive Warkentin, Dinuba, California,
Corresponding Secretar y.
Dr. G. W. Peters closed the meeting wich
remarks and prayer.
A good time of Christian fello~ship and
o.f renewing of old acquaintances was enjoyed. W e trust that even more alumni
members will attend next year.
-Mrs. Clara Kliewer, Secretary.

RICHARD WIEBE

trammg the journey with my Saviour has
been sweet. The Lord has drawn me into
a closer walk with Hirn . The secret of such
a walk is a whole-hearted trust and faith
in Hirn.
Colossians 2: 6 and 7 teils of this walk
in a four-fold way: to be rooted in the
depths, and built up to towering heights
in Christ, established by the firm breadths
of faith and overflowing to 'infinite lengths
of thanksgiving.
Such indeed shows a perfect walk in the
Light with Christ. Now as I look forward
to a life o.f service for Hirn, I wa nt to walk
with H irn wherever He leads. lt is my
goal and prayer to give Hirn complete
control so that He may accomplish His
purpose in me. Then, though trials and
testings come, I will not be shaken by
them.

Abe D. Unruh, Th.B., Fresno, California:
TESTIMONIES FROM THE GRADUATES .

Eleanor Vogt, Th.B., Co rn, Oklahoma:
On completing this year of study in P. B.
I. I praise the Lord for the many rich
blessings He has given to me. The Word
of God h:is become more precious as we
have learned new truths from it. Having
learned more truths, we realize that our
responsibility toward God and in bringing
His Truth to others has increased; therefore
i t is my desire to faithfully fill that place
of service which the Lord has for me. "For
we are His workmanship created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we shou ld walk in
them" (Ephesians 2: 10).
.

Herman M. Buller, A.B., San ]ose, California: Four years ago I met Jesus C hrist
and gave my heart to Hirn. After months
of hammering away at my heart with Mark
8: 3 6 and Matthew 6: 3 3, the Holy Spirit
succeeded in convincing me that what I
really needed in my life was Jesus Christ.
My ambitions and interests had been centered in the pleasures of sin. I discovered
fina lly tha t these cannot sa tisfy the deep
longings of the soul. Now that C hrist is
in control of my life I am daily experiencing
the satisfaction of these longings which
no one but He can satisfy. I live now for
the purpose of pleasing Hirn in all things
and making Hirn known to those who
are lost.

Sally Letkeman, A.B., Sardis, B.C.: During the three and a half years of Christian

The three years of training in the Pacific
Bible Institute have done more for my
spiritual growth than all of my previous
years put together. I shall always be thankful to God for the opportunities of Christian service which have been offered to me
while in school. After serving as Christian
Educ ation Director of a church in Fresno
for a year and a half, it was my joy the .
other" day to see two of this church's young
people step out in faith, submitting their
li ves for fu ll time service. I trust that you
will pray for me as I continue my service
and training in a theological seminary.

Dan Petker, A.B., Mt. Lehman, B.C. :
"Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised" (Psalm 145:3). I regard it as my privilege to have been a student at the Pacific
Bible Institute during the past year. The
Lord has blessed me richly on account of
the school's emphasis on Bible study, prayer
and witnessing. In the classes taken here
I have found a philosophy of life which
sa tisfies me. I have discovered the answer
to many basic problems.
Realizing that to whom much is committed of him shall much be required, I
want to be faithful in order that God's
grace may not have come to me in vain.

Olive W arkentin, A.B., Dinuba, California: "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace,
whose rnind is stayed on thee: because he
trusteth in thee." Isaiah 26:3. This was
experienced in a very definite way when

TESTIMON 1ES ( Cont. )
followed the direct leading of the Lord
and came to P. B. I. three years ago. lt
has been a privilege to stt.ldy under Christian instructors and to live in a Christian
environment after having been engaged in
secular work for some time. However, the
joy that comes from a closer walk with
our Lord Jesus Christ has meant most to
me. Perfect peace can come when we meet
the conditions given . lt was during these
months of training when we had opportunity to spend much time in quietness before
the Lord, meditating upon His Word and
communing in prayer with Hirn that the
full impact of the condition "whose mind
is stayed on Thee' was realized. Commencement has brought us to another crossroad.
W ith a .f irm faith and trust in God, we
can go on with perfect confidence, knowing that Jesus leads. My life is His for
service, and as He leads us step by step,
by His grace we will continue to press on
to higher heights. Even though our period
of training at P. B. 1. ·may luve terminated,
this perfect peace continues on. My prayer
and desire is expressed in Philippians 1 :20.
"According to my earnest expectation and
my hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed,
but that with all boldness, as always, so now
also Christ shall be magnified in my body,
whether it be by life, or by death."
ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED
President G. W. Peters announced at the
commencement exercises that Ernest H .
Friesen had been awarded the Alumni
Scholarship.
This scholarship was establi shed this past
year by the P. B. I. Alumni Association
and consists of an award of $ 5 0 to a missionary candidate studyin g at the Pacific
Bible Institute. Besides being a missionary
candidate, the student is selected on the
basis of superior scholarship and spiritual
leadershi p.

Mr. Friesen was graduated this spring
from the four year Bible College course,
receiving his A.B. degree with a missionary
and anthropology major. He is planning to
study an additional year towards a Bachelor
of Theology degree. He is married and has
one son.
The Friesens are under appointment to
the mission field by the Mennonite Brethren
Board of Foreign Missions.
STUDENT COUNCIL OFFICERS
INSTALLED

The
new
oHicers of the
Student Council were 111
stalled in their
office at the
chapel service
on May 28 .
Herman Buller, the retirmg
Student
dent,
h ad
charge of the
service. ProfesRICHARD WIENS
sor R. M. Baerg, facu lty advisor for the
Student Council, gave a message on Acts
27:23 emphasizing the importance of divine
possession and divine service. President
Peters had 'charge of the instal!ation. His
threefold charge to the new officers was
based on I Timothy 1: 18 and 19. He
called upon the new o.fficers to "war a
good warfare," "to hold the faith" and
"to hold a good conscience."
The new officers are: Richard Wiens,
president; Arlo Heinrichs, vice-president;
Jo Ella Penner, secretary; Viola Reimer,
treasurer; Paul · Heier, Portal editor; and
Clinton Reimer. Lillian Wiehert and Dan
Petker, student body representatives.
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