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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKE.R

Rev. B. J. Braun, Pastor of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Dinuba, California
has been invited to give the commencement
address on May 29.
Rev. Braun is prominent in the church
and educational program o.f the Mennonite
Brethren Churches. He is at present serving as moderator of the Conference of the
Mennonite Brethren Churches of North
America. This includes all the Mennonite
Brethren Churches of the United States
and Canada.
He is in his seventh year as pastor of the
Dinuba Church. Before this he served as
pastor of the Carson Mennonite Brethren
Church of Delft, Minnesota.
Rev. Braun was on t he faculty of the

No. 8

President G. W. Peters to preach P . B. 1.
baccalaureate sermon on May 2 5.
DR. PETERS HONORED

Pacific Bible Institute President, Dr. G.
\V. Peters, is listed in the new 1951-52 edition of W hose W ho in American Education.
Dr. Peters is also listed in the 19 51 edition
of The Directory of American Scholars.
Pacific Bible Institute on a part time basis
from 1946 to 1948 teaching in the fields
o.f Christian Education and Practical Theology. He has also served as a member of
the Pacific Bible Institute Board of Education for four years. In 1946 and 1947 he
was the Secretary of the Board and in 1948
and 1949 he served as C h airman of the
Board of Education.

THE OBEDIENCE OF FAITH

DAYS OF PRAYER

Faith which does not culminate in obedience is falling short somewhere. lt is
either not born of the Spirit and anchored
in "the commandment of the everlasting
God" or it has been halted in its development to maturation and is therefore incomplete faith. Faith and obedience are organically linked together and cannot be dissociated without imperilling either element. Obedience is the expression of faith
outwardly as confidence and rest is the impression inwardly. Faith and obedience are
jointed together as the roots o.f a tree and
the trunk and the branches. They are organically united and function interdependently.
In a few weeks the young men and women will leave the halls of Pacific Bible Institute. They will go to homes, churches,
places of work and places of need. Will
they leave the Institute as they came here,
or will they have increased in "the Obedience of Faith?" This is an important question; this is a life question.
The obedience of faith is the practical
objective of God in the training program
of His children, and it is the practical objective of the Pacific Bible Institute. We
have labored and we are praying that each
student may have learned some lessons in
"the Obedience o.f Faith" and that these
lessons may express themselves in a more
"effective life" for our Lord and Master
Jesus C hrist.
"The Obedience of Faith" expresses itself in: resting confidently in God when
all around is dark and restless; walking
steadfastly the path assigned by the Lord
without murmuring and doubting; doing
gladly the will of God as He reveals it day
by day from His precious Word; praying
fervently for the salvation of souls, edification of the saints, and the cause o.f t he
Lord as a whole; witnessing humbly and
faithfully whenever opportunity presents
itself; suffering quietly and patiently when
the Lord leads into the v alley of testing;
sacrificing joyfully when the Lord and His
cause require it; pressing forward energetically in the strength of the Lord and for
· the glory of the Lord.
May "the Obedience of Faith" adorn
every member o.f the· P. B. I. family, especially the seniors and graduates.
G. W. Peters.

When the students of P. B. I. assembled
in chapel at seven o'clock Wednesday morning, April 23, they did not know that the
next two days were going to stir and challenge tl'lem as no other days since the beginning of the semester. For some those
days meant a transformation.
W ednesday had been set aside by the
faculty as a day of prayer. "Lift up holy
hands" was the forcefully reiterated theme
of Dr. Peters' opening meditation that
morning; for seeking God's face and cleansing of heart are always traveling companions. At nine o'clock Rev. Waldo Wiehe
emphasized the same theme in his intensely practical message from James 4. The remainder of the morning was spent in group
prayer. That was Wednesday. But God was
not yet finished; He had just begun. Accordingly, Thursday was also set aside for
prayer and meditation. Mr. Baerg's morning
talk on the true meaning of fasting, as
presented in Isaiah 58, and Rev. Wiebe's
message on Leviticus 5 and 6 paved the
way for a challenge to the students to obey
the voice of the Lord in dealing with those
things that kept their hands from being
holy hands and their fasts from being ttue
fasts. When the call was given, the response was immediate and spontaneous, as
student after student signified his desire
to settle things with God. The next t wo
hours were sperrt in prayer, confession, and
counseling with Rev. Wiehe and faculty
members.
On Friday the preacher had no time to
preach; for over two hours that morning
students rose to teil of victory and of the
Lord's dealings with them. Difficulties that
had hindred some for years h ad been faced
and overcome. lt was a time of both weeping and rejoicing ; it was a time that proved that unto those who draw near to Hirn,
God Himself will draw nigh.
MISSION RALLY

"Behold 1 have set before thee an open
door," was the theme of the J apan-China
and Islands Prayer Band Rally which was
held on April 18.
John Shaw, the chairman of the prayer
band, welcomed everyone and then Paul
Heier read Scripture and led in prayer.
After a hearty song service led by Arlyss
Feil, Mr. and Mrs. J ohn Goosen sang a

duet. Rueben Wall played a violin solo and
then Mr. Seiji Horiuchi brought the evening
message. He is a native Japanese who has
recently returned from Japan. The message
presented the need which confronts us as
Christians concerning Japan.
Even though China is closed, Japan still
needs workers and it is up to. us to bring
them the gospel while there is yet time.
Truly we can say the evening left us
with the challenge of the need for men and
women to go with the gospel message to
this oriental country.
Muriel Zimmerman,
Prayer Band Secretary.
TABOR COLLEGE PRESIDEMT SPEAKS IM
CH APEL

Rev. ]. N . C. Hiebert, President of Tabor College spoke in chapel on May 7. Having but recently returned from India, where
he served as a missionary, his message gave
first-hand information on the missionary
situation in India today.
Rev. Hiebert used Luke 10:2, 3 and I
Corinthians 16:9 as a basis for his message. H e pointed out that from the time
of the Apostle Paul to the present missionary work has always been characterized by
open doors of glorious opportunities and.
great challenges for the ministry of the
Gospel and by many adversaries and much
opposition to the Gospel.
Amon g the open doors for the Gospel
in India are the r eligious freedom gu ar anteed by the new constitution, the increased
literacy of the masses bringing about an
increased demand for the Scriptures and
Christian literature, the breakdown of old
foundations especially the caste system, the
abolition of the many independent kingdoms and the unification of India, and the
min gling of cultures through the exchange
o.f students and the work of the radio and
the press.
The forces opposing the Gospel are the
spirit of nationalism which is unable to separate itself from the Hindu religion, materialism and secularism which have become
the religion of the young men of lndia,
communism which is r apidly becoming the
strongest enemy of Christianity, and the
weakness, inconsistent living and lack of
zeal among Indian Christians. He stated
that the masses of India are ready to listen
to the message of the native Christians who
are on fire for the Lord.

CHAPEL

The Voice of the Andes, Station HCJB,
was heard here in chapel one morning when
Mr. King and Mrs. Rich showed a film
of the radio work in Ecuador. There, over
a station that can be picked up as far away
as Germany and Russia, the gospel is broadcasted in song and sermon; it is a gospel
for all, presented in Spanish, German, and
other languages. · HCJB was also active in
assisting Ecuador earthquake victims who
were injured or homeless. The HCJB goal
now is a broadcast powerful enough to be
heard clearly and at all times in north European countries.
On April 14, Rev. B. W. Vogt, evangelist from the Southern District Conference,
here on a visit to his daughters and son-inlaw, presented a home missions challenge,
stressing the importance of the driving
love-motive-love for Christ-as the mainspring of all Christian endeavor. Following him, Rev. John Wiehe, missionary to
Nigeria under the Sudan lnterior Mission,
related the trying experience o.f the Lord's
laborers, missionary and n ative alike, who
would deny himself, take up his cross, and
follow Christ.
A special chapel was called when Dr.
William Orr visited us with his Biola radio
choir, who put on for us a demonstration
broadcast of the Bible Institute Hour. The
choir was then on a tour of the V alley.
One of our P. B. 1. family members came
for a last visit before sailing the blue Atlantic for Africa. Dorothy Kopper, graduate of 1948, told us of preparatory experiences in Post Oak Mission, teaching Indian
children, and in Quebec, studying French.
This will be her first term in Africa. She
will serve under the Mennonite Brethren
Board o.f Foreign Missions in their field in
the Belgian Congo.
On May 8 Rev. James Hilker, brother of
Professor Hilker, was the chapel speaker.
Rev. Hilker has been a missionary to the
Tula people of Nigeria, West Africa for ·23
years and is planning to return to his field
in the near future. He showed two motion
pictures of missionary work in Africa. The
first picture was of the work he and Mrs.
Hilker are doing among the Tulas and the
second was the sound motion picture, The
Heathen Rage produced by Rev. Sidney
Correll of Dayton, Ohio.

COMMENCEMENT SCHEDULE
STUDENT PIANO, ORGAN AND VOICE RECITAL
On May 19 at 8:00 o'clock in the evening advanced piano, organ and voice students will present a recital in the P. B. I. auditorium.
ALUMNI MEETING AND BANQUET
The annual alumni meeting and banquet will be held on Saturday, May 24 at 7:00
o'clock in the evening at the Pacific Bible Institute. Professor S. \V. Goossen will be
the speaker.
BACCALAUREATE SERVICE
The baccalaureate service will be held on Sunday, May 25 at 10:45 o'clock in the
morning in the Fresno Mennonite Brethren Church located on the corner of Olive and
Orchard. President G. W. Peters will preach the sermon.
MUSICAL PROGRAM
The Choraliers, the Ladies' Sextet and the Men's Quartet will give their final musical program of the year on Sunday evening, May 25 at 7:30 o'clock in the Fresno
Mennonite Brethren Church.
FINAL EXAMINATIONS
The final semester examinations will be given on May 22, 23, 26 and 27.
SENIOR CHAPEL
The final chapel of this school year will be in charge of the graduating dass. lt
will be held on the morning of May 29 at 10 o'clock.
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
The seventh commencement will be held in the evening of May 29 at 7:30 o'clock
in the First Presbyterian Church at the corner of Calaveras and M Streets. Rev. B. J .
Braun of Dinuba, California, will give the commencement address.
RECEPTION FOR GRADUATES
Following the commencement exercises, the Junior Class will be host to a reception for the graduates, and their f,amilies and close friends. The reception will be held
in the patio of the Institute premises.

GRADUATl NG CLASS OF 1952
BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY
Eugene H . Ge rbrandt
A.B ., Pacific Bible Institute
Abraham David Unruh
A. B. Pacific Bible Institute
Eleanor Mable Vogt
A.B., Tabor College
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN
BIBLE
'
Victor E. Becker
He nry John Harde r
Robert A. Kinsey
Danie l W . Pe tker
James D. Rockhalt
Harold Melvin Thiessen
Olive Lorene Warkentin

BACHELOR OF ARTS IN
CHRI STIAN EDUCATION
Sarah Le tke man
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN
MISSIONARY ANTHROPOLOGY
Herman M . Bul ler
J ohn A. Dyck
Ernest H. Friesen
Ruth Lepp
Ve rnon Arthur Reimer
·-:-.~.";_.,:

A SSOC IATE IN ARTS
Marcia Lee Bartei
Juanita Laverne Beck
Agnes Sarah Enns
Doris Jane Korber
Anna Henrietta Sukkau

BIBLE INSTITUTE DIPLOMA
COURSE
Els ie Marie Brown
Ella Eun ice Buhler
John H. Koop
Mary Ellen O' Neal
Mary J . Thi esen
BIBLE INSTITUTE
CERTIFICATE COURSE
Marvin D. Barte i
Gertrude Kathlyn Duerksen
Arlyss H. Fe i1
Donald Gien Loewen
Jacob D. Unruh
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