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THE UNSHROUDED CHRIST

Joel Warkentin
Many years ago two men took the body
of our Lord from the cruel cross to which
He had been nailed. They prepared a mixture of myrrh and aloes which they daubed
onto strips of linen cloth. These strips they
wound around the body to preserve it.
\Vhen this mixture dried, it formed a rather
hard shroud, something akin to the modern
Piaster of Paris cas t. The body of our Lord
was then placed in a new tomb, where never
m an had yet lain.
\Vhat a surprise awaited those visitors
to the tomb when they went to anoint a
dead body. lnstead of an enshrouded corpse
they were greeted by a young man arrayed
in white. The words of his greetin g reverberate in ou r ears tod ay as we read, "He is
risen; He is not here." We sometimes regard these visitors critically. We teil ourselves th at they should have known that
the Lord could not be contained in linen
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wrappings. No, not even in a tomb of stone.
However, as we examine our own ideas
more carefully, do we not find that often
we have enshrouded our Lord with traditions and preconceived notions even as Joseph and Nicodemus covered Hirn with linen cloths? As Simon Peter rushed headlong
into the tomb and saw t he linen strips lying
off by themselves, so let us this Easter season again behold our risen Lord as He really
is. Our task must be the stripping off of
the thick layers o.f traditionalism with
which the Lord has been embalmed in our
modern lives. Easter is more than elegant
hats and enchanting dresses. lt is more than
attendance a t a flower filled sanctuary to
fulfill one's annual spiritual obligations. As
we approach this season when new life
emerges all about u s, let us again expose
the simple man of Galilee. The formal traditionalism needs to be thrown off in a
corner. Too long has it hidden our view
of the living Lord. The day when we commemorate the resurrection of Christ is upon
us. Let us open our hearts and lives to Hirn
and allow Hirn to be our living Savior. But
much m ore than that, !et us permit Hirn
to be our living Lord . Off with the bands
which obstruct our perfect view of the
Master! Let it not be said of us as it was of
those early disciples, "For as yet they knew
not the scripture, that he must rise again
from the dead."

FROM THE HOME FIELD

Menno Sehellenberg (dass of '49) from
Kingsburg, Calif„ is in charge of a chapel
serving the people in a nearby migrant
camp. He writes, "The Lord had a definite
purpose for me to attend P. B. I. 1 did not
know just where He would lead us, but he
led us to a field just where we live near
Kingsburg. We have labored here for two
. years and we must say the field is certainly !arge and white unto harvest." He relates of their work of visitation and of the
different services in their chapel. They have
a Sunday School enrollment of 5 8. He requests prayer for the work.
Roy Dick (dass of '5 I) is receiving his
basic training in the medical training center of Camp Pickett, Virginia. He writes of
the fellowship with other Christians in the
army and of the blessings received in the
chapel services and Sunday School dasses
at the Army Camp. He has met two former P. B. I. students,' Vernon Isaac and
Henry Janzen, who are also stationed at
Camp Pickett.
Ernest Schafer ( class o.f '51) was married to Alma Hooge of Delft, Minnesota
this past summer. Since last November they
have been doing missionary work among
the Indians at Pine Ridge, South Dakota.
They are working under the Central District Conference of the Mennonite Brethren C hurch.
Robert and Wilma Nikkel-Suderman
( class of '48) are serving the Lord in young
people's and Sunday School work in the
Mission Bible Church of Fresno. John Block
(dass of '5 0) is the pastor of this church.
The attendance has increased from 39 to
75 in Sunday School since the church has
moved into their new building at a diferent location.
Ebner (dass of '49) and Martha ( class
of '48) Friesen are workin g in the West
Park Chapel near Fresno. Ebner is the pastor of this church which is now the combined congregations of the .former Village
Church and West Park Chapel. Other alumni and former students · working here are
Marcellus Duerksen ( class of '5 I), Ruben
(student '48-'50) and C lara Wall-Kliewer
(dass of '46), and Eugene (dass of '5I)
and Berdine N eufeld-Gerbrandt (dass of
'5 0).
Bob ( student '46-'49) and W anda Collins-Kroeker ( class of '49) are serving in

the Selma Chapel in Selma, California. They
have an average attendance of 45 in their
Sunday School. Bob preaches at the services and W anda teaches a Sunday School
dass and assists with the music. Bob is also
teaching in the public school of Cutler.
Robert Heinrichs (student '48-'49) is assisting in the work at the Selma Chapel.
He has charge of a "teen-age" club on Friday evenings and teaches the Men's Sunday
School class. Robert is a senior at Fresno
State College.
H enry H einrichs (class of '48) has accepted a call to the pastorate of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Delft, Minnesota. He has served as pastor of the Mennonite Brethren C hurch of Okeene, Oklahoma for the past 4 Yi years.
Raymond and Tillie Kroeker-Reimer
(dass of '5 I) are attending Tabor College
at Hillsboro, Kansas in preparation for the
mission field.
Sam (dass of '51) and Renetta Scbellenberg-Krattse (dass of '50) are candidates
for the mission field in Japan. At present
they are working in the Mennonite Brethren Indian Mission at lndiahoma, Oklahoma.
CHOIR VISITS CHURCHES

The P. B. I. choir, male quartet, ladies'
sextet and ladies' trio began a series of programs in the constituency on Sunday,
March 3 0 with a pro gram at the Reedley
M. B. Church. On Sunday, April 6, the
same groups v isited the Bakersfield M . B.
Church in the afternoon and the Shafter
M. B. Church in the evening. Other
churches to be visited include Dinuba M. B.
on April 2 0, San Jose Youth For C hrist,
and · M. B., April 26, 27. Rosedale M. B.
and Fruitvale Community, May 4 (tentative), Zion K. M . B. of Dinuba, May II
(tentative), and Fresno M . B., May 25 .
The choir is under the direction of Professor George F. Hilker.
IN SYMPATHY

Our Sympathy is extended to Mr. and
Mrs. Lynford Becker at the death of their
infant son, Gary Lynn who died on March
26. Funeral services were conducted in the
Lisle Funeral Horne by Rev. Dan E. Friesen. The burial was in the Beimont Memorial Cemetery. May the Lord comfort and
sust ain the Beckers in this time of bereavement. Mr. Becker is a second year student at P. B. I.

BARTELS TO SAIL FOR
JAPAN
Rev. and Mrs. Jonathan Bartei and san
Danny are ta sai l for
Japan on April 12. They
hove secured possage
an Woterman Steamship
Line freighter, Tapa Tapa and will leave fram
San Francisco. They wil l
serve as missionaries at

the Mennanite Brethren
Station at Osaka, Japan .

HOME MISSION RALLY

"One out of twelve Americans attend
church. Eight times more hours are spent
at the movies than in Sunday School. There
are three times as many criminals as college
students. Sixty suicides occur every day.
$7 5 0 is spent for pleasure and sinful amusements for every dollar for foreign missions." These and other facts were presented by Rev. H. H. Friesen, the speaker at
the Rally as a proof of the desperate need
for a presentation of the Gospel in our own
United States.
The theme of the R ally held on the evening of March 7 was "The light that shines
farthest, shines brightest nearer home." Phil
Larson led in the general singing. C linton
Reimer read a portion of Scripture and led
in the opening prayer. A girl's trio sang,
"None of Seif and All of Thee." Arlo Heinrichs, the Prayer Band chairman, was in
charge of the service.
Rev . Friesen, the Horne Mission Evangelist for the Pacific District of the Mennonite Brethren C hurch, e.ffectively p resented the need in our own country. He also
showed Kodachrome slides of the work
sponsored and supported by the Pacific District Conference.
At the close of the service every one
present realized that there was a tremendous
field for evangelization right here at home.
Lillian Wiehert, Secretary.
SOCIAL

Y oung people from up and down the
San Joaquin Valley gathered at P. B. I. on
March 2 8 for our first all-school social
this semester. The big events of the even-

ing were a film entitled "The Difference,"
portraying the transformation of a young
boy's self-centered life into a God-centered
one while he attended a C hristian college,
and a skit called "Let's Get Acquainted,"
in which students imitated our P . B. I.
faculty-with some success, judging by the
response of the audience. Songs by the male
quartet and girls' sextet, group singin g, and
a piano duet arrangement of "Three Blind
Mice," played by Wendolyn Hilty and Albert Pauls, completed the program. Afterwards punch and cookies were served in
t he patio.
CONVERTED BUDDHIST

Herbert Murata was born into a J apanese
Buddhist home· in Hawaii in 192 0. After
serving as interpreter in the U. S. Army he
came to the United States to '"!nter business
school. Through contact w ith a C hristian
business m an he accepted C hrist. Althou gh
he had been taugh t in Buddhist and Shinto
morals yet his new experience in C hrist
gave new .freedom and joy. He went home
to tell his brothers and sisters of his conversion but discovered that he did not know
how to witness effectively. Thus he prayed
for an open door for Christian instruction
and Providen ce Bible Institute became his
place of training for the next .four years.
Here the Lord laid the burden on his heart
for his people.
At present Mr. Murata is a missionary
candidate of the Far Eastern G ospel Crusade for J apan. While waiting to go he is
serving the Japenese of the Central California area- sharin g with them the burden on his heart.

CHAPEL VISITORS

The evangelistic team conducting meetings in the Reedley M. B. Church visited
chapel on March 10. The members of the
team, Rev. J. J. Toews of Buhler, Kansas
and Dr. and Mrs. John Graber of Moundridge, Kansas, were presented by Rev. J. B.
Toews of Reedley. After a vocal solo by
Dr. Graber, Rev. J. J. Toews brought a
message based on "the Mountain Top Experiences of the Disciples" according to
Luke 9:27-43.
On March 12, Dr. and Mrs. Graber again
visited the chapel service. Dr. Graber sang
"Ship Ahoy" and Mrs. Graber played an
organ arrangement of "Crown Hirn with
Many Crowns." Dr. Graber's message was
entitled, "The Modem Illusion About
Man."
Dr. Lewis of Lincoln, Nebraska, presented a rather unique message on March 17
on the need for dentists on the mission field.
He was first made conscious of this need
when he visited the mission fields of Africa.
After he had prayed about this need for
some time the Lord led him to answer his
own prayer. The result is that he is n ow a
dentist and has visited the mission fields
as such and has also trained young people
for this type of work.
On Friday, March 21, the chapel service
took on· a distinctively missionary character.
Miss Sarah Block, missionary on furlough
from Nigeria related of her work as a teacher in a theological seminary under the Sudan lnterior Mission. At the same service
two representatives from the Japanese
Evangelical Missionary Society gave brief
reports and testimonies. Mr. Murata's report
appears at another place in this issue.
Rev. H. P. Fast, P astor of the Ev angelical Mennonite Brethren C hurch of Reedley, Calif. gave a m essage at the chapel
service on March 24. In his message he
brought out the n eed o.f seeing ourselves,
of seein g the Lord Jesus Christ, of seein g
the lost world, and of seeing the need of
prayer.
The U pland College m ale quartet and
Mr. William Georgiade, Dean of lnstruction of the College, gave the chapel pro-

gram on March 28. Besides selections by
the quartet, the individual members of the
quartet gave their personal testimonies and
also presented piano, accordion and vibra
harp numbers. Mr. Georgiade spoke briefly
on "The Unconquerable Life" according
to Romans 8:37.
EXCHANGE CHAPELS BY IBA AND PBI
STUDENTS

High on the list of special chapels come
the exchange programs with sister schools.
On March 19 the Immanuel Bible Academy
choir, directed by Paul Ratzlaff, presented
a full selection o.f numbers which ran the
gamut of Christian music, from the Negro
spirituals "Plenty Good Room," "Ride the
Chariot," and "Soon 1 Will Be Done" to
the classical choruses "Cast Thy Burden,"
from Mendelssohn's Elijah, and "Let Their
Celestial Concerts Unite," from the oratorio
Samson by Handel. Other numbers were
"Jesus Our Lord We Adore Thee" by Will
James, "Hear My Prayer" by Archengelsky, "Listen to the Lambs" by Nathaniel
Dett, and Christiansen's well-known "Beautiful Savior." The male quartet sang
"Climbin' Up the Mountain"; the girls
quartet sang an arrangement of "Amazing
Grace."
Three weeks earlier a group of PBI students began the exchange by taking charge
of an Immanuel chapel period. The program included a reading, "Labor On," given by Vernon Reimer; a short speech by
Herman Buller; a saxaphone duet, "Search
Me 0 God," played by Richard Wiehe and
Ed Moyer; a solo, "Jesus ls Mine," sung by
Marcia Barte!; and a trio arrangement of
" Labor On," sung by Jennie Kroeker, Jo
Ella Penner, and Linda Heidebrecht. Alberta Schmidt accompanied the group as
pianist.
COMING EVENTS

April 18-Japan and the l slands Mission
R ally.
April 23-P. B. 1. Day of Prayer.
April 2 5-School Picnic.
May 9-Spring Banquet.
May 16-High School Senior Day.
May 24-Alumni Banquet .
May 2 5-Bacca!aureate Service.
Mav 29- Commencement Exercises.
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