OFF ICI AL PuBLICATION o F T HE P ACIF ic BIBL E

INsTITUTE

Earn estly contendin g fo r the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
Volume VI

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA, MARCH, 1950

No. 6

WHEN WE PRAY

0 God, give us a filial spirit, that we may say:
"Our Father, which art in heaven."

Give us a reverent spirit, that we may say:
"Hallowed be thy name."
Give us a missionary spirit, that we may pray:
"Thy Kingdom come.''
Give us an obedient spirit, that we may say:
"Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven."
Give 1ts a dependent spirit, that we may pray :
"Give 1ts this day our daily bread."
Give us a forgiving spirit, that we may say:
"Forgive its our debts as we forgive our debtors."
Give us a cautious spirit, that we may pray:
"And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil."
Give us a worshipful spirit, that we may say:
"For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever ."
Give us a believing spirit, that we may say:
rr

Anien." .

- W. H, Griffith Thomas
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BIBLE EMPHASIS WEEK

The air of expectancy with which the
Seventh Annual Bible Emphasis Week had
been anticipated has now given place to one
of rejoicing as the students of the Pacific
Bible Institute and the friends of the constituency recall the blessi ngs received during this mid-year conference.
Dr. J. Sidlow Bax ter, pastor of Dr. Graham Scroggie's former C hurch, the C harlotte Baptist Chapel of Edinburgh, Scotland,
was brought to this conference as the main
speaker through the co"operation of the
Christian Business Men's Committee of
Fresno.
In a stirring message using unique statements of old truth, such as, "the presence
of Christ is a real fact, but the Holy Spirit
makes it a realized fact," Dr. Baxter opened
on Sunday afternoon, a series of messages
on the deeper truths of the Word of God in
relation to the ministry of the Holy Spirit.
Ministering to a capacity audience, this
quiet-voiced man brought this series to a
remarkable climax on Friday night with a
vivid portrayal of the last great crisis of the
Bible-the second coming of the Lord.
The morning messages, addressed primarily to the students of the Pacfic Bible
Institute, were given entirely without reference to any notes. Presenting the broad
outlines of the entire Bible and bringing a
wealth of valuable material on the marvel
of the Ii terary structure of the Bible, these
addresses revealed a tremendous knowledge
and understanding of the Word of God.
Following these messages by Dr. Baxter,
special emphasis was laid on the work of
the Sunday School. On Monday morning
Rev. J. K. Warkentin handled in a very

able manner, the subject of the Sunday
School as an evangelistic agency of the
church. Rev. S. Goosen spoke very forcibly
on the Sunday School as an educational
agency of the church, and on Wednesday,
Rev. B. J. Braun presented the challenging
topic of the Sunday School as the extension
agency of the church. The Christian Fellowship from the pastor's point of v iew was
discussed thoroughly by R ev. W. Penner
on Thursday, and on Friday, Mr. Art Wiebe
presented the work of the Christian Fellowship in the Pacific District Conference.
During the afternoons, under the leadership of Miss Rosella Thiesen, and Mr. and
Mrs. R. L. Cramer, a Sunday School Conference was held. Inspirational challenges by
Mr. A. A. Schroeder, Mr. Abe S. Ediger
and Miss Rosella Thiesen opened each conference session daily. Practical demonstrations o.f Visual Aids were presented by Mr.
Tryon Richards and Miss Emma Popp. Departmental conferences on the Cradle Roll
Department by Mrs. H. Wedel, on the Beginners Department by Miss Loewen, on
the Primary Department by Miss Fast, on
the Junior Department by Miss Thiesen, on
the Intermediate Department by Mrs. Cramer and on the Superintendents by Rev. Cramer, concluded the sessions daily. Through the
kindness and courtesy of the Fresno Bible
House and the Baptist Book Store, an Exhibit Room displaying Sunday School helps
and materials, was made possible.
Representatives from the various Mennonite Brethren C hurches, as well as from
the local Fresno churches, attended this conference and expressed their appreciation for
the help received.
-Mrs. R . L. Cramer
REV. A. E. JANZEN SPEAKS IN CHAPEL

Rev . A. E . Janzen, the Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign Missions o.f the
Mennonite Brethren Conference, addressed
the students during the chapel services on
February 27 and 28 . His message on Monday
was on "Missionary Methods" as outlined in
Matthew 9:35-38. He emphasized t hree
methods, teaching, preaching, and healing as
part of a successful missionary program. On
Tuesday the message was on "The Fundamental Principles of Missions." He mentioned in particular the message, the messenger, and the senders.

and H e blesses exceedi n g abundantly above
all that we ask or think. It is m y prayer
that I may be found faithful in the work
of bringing the Gospel of peace and light
to those who have never heard of our Lord
Jesus C hrist.
THE ORAN BELLS RETURN TO HAITI

ALICE FAST SAILS FOR JAPAN

Miss A lice Fast an alumnus of the Pac if ic Bible Institute sailed for J apan on Friday, March 3. Miss Fast is going to Japan
as a worker for the Mennonite Central
Committee. A farewell service for Miss Fast
was held at the chapel service on Tuesday,
February 2 8. Her fa rewell words ro the
students and facu lty were based on Exodus 4: 12, "Now therefore go, and I will
. .. teach thee what thou shalt say." Dr.
Peters' farewell words to Miss Fast were
cont ained in Isaiah 43 :1-3.
Miss Past's testimony to the readers is
stated as follows:
" The Lord is m y light and my salvation ;
w hom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength
of my life; of w hom shall I be afraid?"
(Psalm 27 : 1) . In looking on m yself, I can not see how I shall be able to do the work
which now lies before me. But with all the
promises in God's Word going before me,
I am now ready to go into the field of labor
to whi ch He has called me. I know the work
will not be easy, but I am trusting in His
enabling power for " if God commands thou
shalt be able" and "when the Lord has a
gigantic task to perform, Faith wi ll get the
contract."
The Lord led m e in a wonderful way in
openin g a work for me among the J apanese
people of Fresno du ring t his past yea r. This
has been a grea t help in preparing me for
the work in J apan.
God's ways are beyond our expectations

Mr. and Mrs. Oran Bell and children left
F resno on February 9 to return to their
mission f ield on the Island of Hait i. Mr.
Bell was a student at the Institute the first
semester of this year. At the mornin g chapel
on the day of their departure, both Mr. and
Mrs. Bell gave testimonies of the wonderful
leading of the Lord in preparing them for
the mission .field and in sending them into
the fi eld. Mr. Bell also reported on the needs
of their f ield. He reported that the people
were receptive to the Gospel.
Dr. Peters gave a farewell message in
behalf of the school based on I Corinthians
15:57, 58.
AFRICA MISSION RALLY

A little of the atmosphere of Africa was
brought to the Pacific Bible Institute, February 10th, w hen the African Prayer Band
sponsored a mission rally. The theme, " Is
It Nothing to You That We Perish" was
carried out in both the program and the
decorations. Arnold Prieb, chairman of the
Band, presi.ded at the Program: Several numbers consisting of a v iolin solo by R euben
\Va ll, a trio, a duet and a quartet were given by members of the Band. An interestin g
panel discussion by Rev. and Mrs. ]. P.
Barkman an d R ev. William Janz, returned
missionaries and several students revealed
some pertient and practical facts of missionary life. Dr. G. W. Peters gave a short
missionary message.
A large tropical scene depicting the African jungles formed the background for the
native hu t on the stage. Four negro boys
served as ushers.
The dinnin g hall was decorated for the
pre-rally dinner in a most unusual way. A
large steaming caldron, two live par rots,
na tive music, artificial palm trees, huts,
monkeys and a t able of African curious
seemed to bring Africa right into the room.
Throughout the evening the students and
visitors were made conscious of the .fact that
the real needs of Africa is the Gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
-LaVerna Ens

COALINGA YOUTH FOR CHRIST

On the evening of March 4th, it was the
privilege of some of the students and Dr.
Peters to serve at the Coalinga Youth for
Christ. The program began at 7:30 with a
song service under the direction of Eugene
Gerbrandt. The school octette consisting
of Mary Thiesen, Melba Reiser, Evelyn
Warkentin, Evamae Kliewer, Albert Pauls,
Pete Kliewer, Paul Kliewer and Eugene Gerbrandt sang five numbers. Berdine Neufeld
was the pianist for the evening. Other numbers on the program were an accordion solo
by Betty Reimer and an inspiring reading
by Vernon Reimer. After the students gave
their testimonies and the singing of several
choruses, Dr. Peters gave a challenging message.
After the service the group was enter. tained with refreshments in the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Hodel.
-Evamae Kliewer

TEN REASONS
Why You Should Consider The Pacific Bible
Institute For Your Studies and Preparation
For Life

I. It places Bible Training first and con-

siders it fundamental to all training.
2. It places the Biblical World View above

3.

4.

5.

NEW CHAIRS FOR THE AUDITORIUM

The 2 3 O new steel folding chairs and the
140 used chairs that have recently been
placed in the auditorium, meet a long felt
need in providing more adequate seating
for the chapel services and the many public
meetings that are held here. The new chairs
finished in brown with light oak colored
wooden seats are of sturdy construction and
add much to the physical appearance of the
auditorium.
Rev. ]. P. Siemens, the business manager reports that the members of the Rosedale Mennonite Brethren Church have paid
for 50 new chairs and the faculty and staff
o.f the school for 40 chairs.
KITCHEN RECEIVES NEW MIXER

To the well equipped modern kitchen of
the school has been added another item to
aid in the preparation of the meals .for the
dining hall. Mrs. Henry Buller, nee Katie
Buller has donated a five gallon Power Mixer to the kitchen as a remembrance of her
service there. Before her recent marriage,
Mrs. Buller was employed by the school as
an assistant dietician.
"God writes with a pen that never blots:
speaks with a tongue that never slips; and
acts with a hand that never .fails."

6.

the World View of our present philosophies of Education.
It places Christian living above making
a living. It first seeks to train the individuals in principles of Christian living, then in the art of making a liv ing.
It places strong emphasis upon missions
and evangelism as well as church loyalty and specializes in the training of
Children workers for child evangelism
Foreign missionaries
Home evangelists
It has a strong department in Theology
making no apology for being Evangelical, Biblical, and Pre-Millennial, training the students to discern between the
psychological and historical approach to
Religion on the one hand and the " Gospel of Revelation" on the other hand
and sending forth its graduates with
the Bible as the final, unique, and perfect authority for .f aith and life.
It offers two and three year Bible Institute courses establishing young people in their Christian lives and preparing them for various services as assistants in the local churches.

7. It offers an approved Christian Junior
College course granting the successful
student the A. A. degree.
8. It operates a strong and extensive "Practical Work Department" requiring of
every student to engage in some t ype of
Christian serice.
9. It has a faculty well prepared, consecrated to the Lord and to their work,
loyal, and devoted to the evengalical
principles and foundations of Christianity and ready and sympathetic to
assist the student in his studies and
problems of li.fe.
I 0. It strongly believes in and seeks to cultivate a life of prayer, a life of separation from the world, a life of modesty
and a life of sacrifice for the Lord. Its
motto is: "He must increase but I must
decrease."

