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A SONG OF THANKSGIVING

We thank T bee for the blood,
The blood of Christ, Thy Son
The blood by which our peace is made
Ou.r victory is won:
Great v ictory o'er hell, and sin, and woe,
That needs 110 second fight and leaves no sec011d foe.
W e thank Thee for the, grace
Descending from abov~
That o·verflows our widest--guilt,
Th' eternal Father's lo'fie,
Love of the Father's everlasting Son,
Love of the Holy Ghost, Jehovah, Three in One.
W e thank Thee for the hope,
So glad, and sure, and clear;
It holds the droo/1i11g spirit up
Till the long dawn appear;
Fair hope! with what a sunshine does it cheer
Our roughest path on earth, our dreariest desert here!
We thank Thee for the crown
Of glory and of life;
'Tis no poor, withering wreath of earth,
Man's prize in mortal strife;
'Tis incorruptible as is the throne,
The kingdom of our God and His incarnate Son.
-Horatim Bonar
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EDITORIAL
"O give thanks unto the Lord." ·
Franz Delitzsch, the German Bible expositor, in commenting on this quotation
from Psalm I 0 5: l, states, "There is
nothing that the human soul forgets more
easily than the duty of thankfulness, more
especially the thanks due to God."
Since this is the case it is certainly timely
and fitting that a national day of thanksgiving be observed. A day that commemorates no past victories or memorable events
in the nation's history, nor one that is dedicated to the memory of a national hero, but
one that is dedicated to the cause of thanksgiving to God. No doubt, Governor Bradford and his band of sturdy Pilgrims were
genuinely thankful to God when they observed the first thanksgiving in the fall of
1621. Today, as we observe Tha!lksgiving,
the original significance has been practically lost through commercialization and in a
maze of traditions and customs. We have
our customary family gatherings with the
customary dinners, and our customary athletic events and other activities, but thanksgiving to God for all His benefits is sadly
lacking in many instances.
It should not be too surprising to us
when thanklessness is evident in the lives
of the unregenerate, for the indictment
brought against them in Romans I :21 is
that they were not thankful. However, it
should be a matter of deep concern if this
characterizes the believer. We, who owe
everything that we are and have to God,
who is not only our Creator, but also our
Redeemer and Keeper, certainly owe Him
a constant flow of unfeigned thanksgiving
from our hearts and lips. It is in Christ Jesus
that we are "blessed with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places."
May we keep in mind on this Thanksgiving Day and throughout the days to
come that it is "a good thing to give thanks
unto the Lord." (Psalm 92: I 0).
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This year, as in previous years, the Institute requires some practical Christian work
o.f every student enrolled in the school.
Christian work or field work as it is sometimes known, is no longer regarded as an
extra-curricular activity, but is very definitely an integral part of the student's
class schedule for which regular class credit is allowed. By observation we know that
these various Christian work assignments.
cause the student's class work to become
richer and more meaningful.
\Ve expect our students to acquire experiences in at least four types of work:
I. Group work assignments.
2. Sunday School work in churches and
mission centers.
3. Children's work either in His Jewels
Bible classes or in Child Evangelism
classes.
4. Preaching or supervision and leadership work in various church activities.
This year the school is pursuin g the following types of Christian work:
1. Gospel Team Work: We have teams
going to the Fresno County Jail, the Count)
Old Peoples Home, the Butler Convalescent
Home, the Rescue Mission and a team for
street meetings.
2. Sunday School Work: The school conducts Sunday School classes at the Village
Chapel, the West Park Chapel, Nichols
Camp, Hammerfield, Sampson Chapel,
Fairview Heights, and the Overpass. In
many of these centers the students are not
only conducting Sunday School classes but
also regular Sunday morning and evening
worship services and a Wednesday night
prayer meeting.
3. His Jewels Bible Clubs : At present we
are teaching twenty children's classes and
seven classes for teen agers.
Many of our students are havin g regular
C hristian service assignments in their own
churches and mission centers operated by
the local churches.
MISSION RALLY
The India Mission Prayer Band is sponsoring a Mission Rally for November 18th.
The theme of the Rally will be "Christ For
India." Rev. A. E . Janzen, Executive Secretary of the Foreign Missions Board of the
M . B. Churches will be featured as the main
speaker. The Rally is to be held in the P.B.I.
Auditorium and will begin at 7 :45 p.m.
The public is invited to participate in the
blessings of this service.

REPORT ON THE NATIONAL SUNDAY
SCHOOL CONVENTION

The fourth annual National Sunday
School Convention held in Oakland, California, October 10-13, at the Memorial Auditorium with sessions in the nearby Mission Covenant and Assembly of God
Churches, was well attended by delegates
from all parts of California as well as other
states.
Some twenty-five teachers and leaders
representing the Presbyterian, Baptist, Mission Covenant, Assembly of God, Foursquare and Church of the Nazarene denominations, led the different groups in periods
of concentrated study. The mornings were
devoted to various workshops in which were
presented such subjects as: Attendance,
Promotion, Visual Aids, Teacher Training,
Week Day Activities, and Music in Worship. Departmental Conferences, including
th~ Cradle Roll, Nursery, Primary, Junior,
High School, Young People, and Adult divisions, were held in the afternoons and
early evenings.
Each evening an outstanding leader or
worker was presented as the main speaker
in a great mass meeting held in the Memorial Auditorium. On Wednesday evening,
Rev. David Cowie of Seattle, gave a masterful message on the work of the Sunday
School and the grave responsibility resting
upon the individual teacher. Thursday
night the Executive Director of the National Sunday School Association, Rev. Kirschke of Chicago, who was recently elected for another term of service, brought a
challenging message.
One of the main features o.f the Conference was the Exhibit Room in which were
displayed different Sunday School helps and
literature. Here leaders of various publication houses were on hand to discuss the problems relating to the work of the Sunday
School and to present modern methods and
materials available for use in the Sunday
School.
It was gratifying to discover that the
Evangelical Teacher Training Association
with the certificate it offers to students
taking its course in Teaching Training, is
considered to be one of the most important
phases of the whole Sunday School program.
This course, which is fully accredited with
the Evangelical Teacher Training A ssociation, is offered to the students at .the Pacific Bible Institute.
-Raymond L. Cramer.
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MISSION PRAYER BANDS ORGANIZED
An installation service for the officers
of the Mission Prayer Bands was held during the chapel hour on October 18th. Dr.
G. W. Peters brought before the assembly
the challenge of missions, emphasizing in a
special way the need of prayer for the missionary cause. After the message the officers of the "Bands" were called to the
front of the auditorium .for formal installation into office. Dedicatory prayers were
offered by Mr. B. J. Braun, Chairman of
the Board of Education, Mr. Arthur G.
Willems, and Dr. Peters.
The following are the officers of the respective bands: Japan and the Islands: Wilfred Strom, Chairman and Betty Isaac, Secretary; India: Albert Lepp, Chairman and
Lois Isaak, Secretary; Africa: Arnold Prieb,
C hairman and LaVerna Ens, Secretary; Latin America: Herman· Buller, Chairman and
Evelyn Niles, Secretary; Europe and the
Near East: Wesley Neufeld, Chairman and
Anna Sukkau, Secretary; The Home Field:
Vernon Reimer, Chairman and Olive Warkentine, Secretary. Sam Krause has been
appointed the General Chairman and Mrs.
R . L. Cramer, the Faculty Advisor.
One chapel service a week is being reserved for prayer meetings for the groups.
At this time the students are divided into
their respective bands and spend the time
in praying for their particular field. Besides
these meetings, monthly missionary rallies
w ill be sponsored by the individual bands.
SPECIAL MEETINGS
The Institute has received several invitations to minister in churches of our constituency. The Lord willing the Dinuba Mennonite Brethren Church will be served from
November 20-27 by the faculty members
and student groups. The emphasis will be
upon missions with the main topic " The
Church and Foreign Missions." The meetings will climax in a mission symposium on
the evening of the 27th. On that Sunday
the whole school wi ll be guest to the Dinuba M. B. Church.
A program of a somewhat different nature, yet with the same purpose in mind,
will follow in Reedley from December 1-4.
A special mission program is being prepared
for Saturday night, December 3rd.
May it please the Lord to use us for the
furtherance of His cause as we labour and
sacrifice in His Name and for His glory.
Pray with us as we prepare. May His purpose be accomplished.

FACULTY HEWS

CHAPEL ECHOES

Dr. G. W. Peters and family motored to
Los An'geles on the week-end of October
23. Dr. Peters served the Mennonite Brethren Church in the morning service of its
annual Mission Festival. On October 29 and
3 0, Dr. Peters and family and the P.B.I.
Male Quartet were in San Jose. The quartet sang at the Saturday night Youth For
Christ Rally and Dr. Peters as well as the
quartet served the M. B. Church on Sunday. On November 6, Dr. Peters will be at
the Orland M. B. Church. From there he
expects to go to the Minister's Prayer Conference at Blaine, Washington. On the same
trip he will visit the University of British
Columbia at Vancouver and the University
of Washington at Seattle. Dr. Peters will
also be at the sessions of the Pacific District Conference of the Mennonite Brethren Churches at Dallas, Oregon.

Dr. Hyman Appelman, world renowned
evangelist, spoke to the students and faculty at the chapel service on Friday, October 21. Dr. Appelman's message was centered around the joys and privileges of doing Christian work. Dr. Appelman has been
conducting a city-wide evangelistic campaign in Fresno and his ministry has been
a blessing here.

Mr. Francis Kohler served the Evangelical United Brethren Church of Stockton
on Sunday, October 9. The Male Quartet
accompanied Rev. Kohler.
Mr. S. W. Goossen was the afternoon
speaker at the Mission and Thanksgivin g
Festival of the Bethany Mennonite Brethren Church of Fresno on October 16. On
October 23, Rev . Goossen served the
Church of the Brethren here in Fresno.
Mr. Arthur G Willems was the speaker
at both the morning and evening services
at the Shafter M. B. Church on October
23. On October 30, Rev. Willems preached the sermon at the morning service in the
Monmouth United Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Willems has been invited to serve the
Dinuba M. B. Church on November 13.
Mr. Victor Wiens has recently been appointed the Choir Director in the Memorial Baptist Church of Fresno.

On Wednesday, October 26, Rev. H. B.
Centz of Berne, Indiana gave a message
on the conditions in Europe as he had seen
them in his recent visit. He spoke about
the revival fire that is being kindled in the
Protestant Churches of Hungary. He mentioned the role that the converted Jews are
playing in the evangelical churches of Hungary. R ev. Centz expressed the belief that
this revival fire will sweep through the
other Russian satellite countries.
A practical illustration of Christian witnessing was portrayed at the chapel service
on October 27. At this time the Jail Team
under the direction of Russell Knight and
Betty Buckingham gave a demonstration of
how they conduct their Saturday afternoon
service in the County Jail.
Rev. Dan E. Friesen, pastor of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Mountain Lake,
Minnesota, spoke in chapel on Friday, October 28. His subject was "Wings For the
Christian."
PACIFIC BIBLE EMPHASIS WEEK

The Lord willing the Bible Emphasis
Week will be postponed this year for one
or two weeks. Dr. Baxter of Edinburgh,
Scotland, is expected to be the main speaker of the occasion. Dr. Baxter is a world
renowned Bible teacher and is coming to
the United States for a series of Bible Conferences.
In connection with the Bible Conference
a special "Sunday School Convention" and
an Institute for "Christian Fellowshij1" and

Mr. R. L. Cramer was one of the speakers at the Rosedale M. B. Church's Fortieth
Anniversay and Harvest-Thanksgiving Festival on October 9. At present Rev. Cramer is supplying the pulpit in the Fresno
Friends Community Church.
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On October 18 , Mr. and Mrs. Cramer
attended the funeral of Mrs. Cramer's father, Mr. Fred Hall. The .f uneral services were
held at Riverside, California.

Plan now to be with us for the entire
time to study the Word and prepare to be
a "Workman for Christ" in the local church
and mission field.
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leadership will be conducted. Specialists in
the various fields are being engaged for this
special ministry.

