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"Why Weepest ·Thou?"
0 dry your tears, ye sons of men;
The Lord's not dead, but risen!
The mighty stone is rolled away
From death's cold, gloomy prison;
In clouds transplendant with the light,
Angelic hosts attended,
Triumphant over ·a n His foes,
The Lord, our God, ascended.
If He were still in Joseph's tomb,

We might hang h arps on willows,
And bid far ewell to every hope
Before the surging billows.
We might spend all our strength in tears,
And break our hearts with sorrow,
And see no ray of light 'a head.,
No happy, bright tomorrow.
But, oh, w hy do you weep today?
What means this sad behavior?
If you, like Mary, dry your tears,
You'll see a living Savior!
List, how He calls you by your name!
Behold, the empty prison!
Run! send the tidings to all menThe Lord, the Lord is r isen!
-J.F. M .
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The Challenge Of The Cross
In his let_ter to the Corinthians the Apostle Paul identified himself in a truly evangelical fashion, when he wrote in the second chapter of the first epistle that he
determined not to know anything amongst
them save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
To the Galatians he expressed it in this
fashion, "But God forbid that I should
glory, save in tbe cross of the Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto
me and I unto the world." Paul met with
Christ on the road to Damascus with his
heart filled with everything but godliness
and love. He met his Lord in the midst
of a great crises in his life from the standpoint of his determination to liquidate the
early church, the followers of the Lord
Jesus Christ. He had within his possession documentary authority to lay siege
to those glowing Christians that were
turning the world upside down and had
spread the gospel of the Son of God whereever they went, to bring them into captivity and death, if possible.
He was determined, too, on that journey
to prosecute them to the uttermost, but if
we could ask Saint Paul today, "What
happened when you met that penetrating
voice and your eye gazed u pon the risen
and ever living Saviour; when He gave
command to thee whilst you found yourself smitten to the ground, beaten and
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judged? How did it come that later you
you declared that you determined not to
know anything amongst the Corinthians
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified?"
The answer would be "I met Jesus, the
Lord of glory, heard His penetrating voice,
saw Him in His Glory and experienced His
almighty power and my whole point of
view changed, my whole course of life
altered, my wicked heart was made tender
and my will completely surrendered to the
captain of my soul, the Lord Jesus Christ."
Yes, friend, to meet the Lord Jesus in
reality w e come face to face with the issues
of life, the responsibility of the gospel, the
dearness of time, the certainty of judgment
the awfulness of hell, and the fact th at
God is no respector of persons, and th at
He judges the quick and the dead.
Henceforth, the Apostle Paul moved
everywhere possible into the highways ·a nd
byways, moved from city to city and from
nation to nation, with but one great message, which had so transformed his own
life, to snatch men from the burning.
What need there is today in the Christian
church for holy zeal and determination,
such fire, that the very word of the Christ
of God burns within the souls of the messengers, determined not to know anything
amongst men, save Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified. This has ever been · the Godhonoring message, it has been that manconvic ting witness, it is ever the message
that keeps the souls of redeemed men aglow
with the glory and with the power of
Jesus Christ, keeps the heart mellow and
the spirit humble, and this is what the cross
of Jesus Christ meant to the Apostle Paul,
that he could finally say "God forbid th at
I should glory, save in the cross of the
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified unto me and I unto the world."
It had settled the issue of self and of
reputation and in its place had come the
mind of Jesus Christ and the heart burdened missionary, ever about the business of
his Lord, that he could say, " I h ave great

heaviness and continual sorrow in my
. heart, for I could wish that myself were
accursed from Christ for my brethren, my
kinsman, according to the flesh." The
cross of Christ had been planted in his
soul and in his life. It had separated him
from the world and the world from him and
he was in accord with Jesus. He went
about his laborous task until the ripened
warrior laid his head on the block ·a s a
dying witness for Christ, after writing his
short obituary, "I have fought a good fight,
I have finished my course. I have kept
the faith."
Therefore, let these scriptures
challenge our life that we may be something to the glory and honor of our adorable
Lord Jesus Christ. Let us think on these
things, at this season as we move nearer to
Golgotha.
Sincerely yours,
George B. Huebert

Why a Mennonite 8. I.?
Walter L. Penner
Our forefathers, from the very beginning,
were interested in a Faith as they saw it
interpreted in the Word of God. For many
generations they have tried to keep their
doctrinal interpretations according to their
own beliefs. Nearly 400 years ago they
once separated themselves in the Anabaptist Movement under the leadership of
Menno Simon.
They worshiped the Lord according to
the dictates of their own conscience. Not
only had; they satisfied their own conscience
concerning a baptism after regeneration
but, furthermore, they had no desire to participate in the warfare of the land. It was
to God and to Him alone that they gave
their allegiance. It was to Him that they
felt they were responsible. They built
.their churches and settled in colonies for
the sake of fellowship and communion
with each other.
Here they were able to continue the practices that were so dear to their faith and
rear their children in the way that they

thought they ought to go. For several years
they :~ved in peace and quietude. Then
came the day when the law of the land
.said "Take up arms". As they saw it, the
Word of God would not allow them to obey
that command. Preparation was made to
hunt a new place where they might again
live following out their own beliefs. Russia
became that place. Here they could continue to teach their children and maintain
their church accorddng to the dictates of
their conscience. For many years they
were able to live at peace with God and
and with their fellowmen.
Then came the endt of the Golden Charter
under Catherine the Great, and again they
had to find a new home. This time it was
America-the land where they said milk
and honey flowed, and they 8ettled down
to a quiet life, d i 1igent1 y farming
and c u l t i v a t i ng the soil. They maintained a rather isolated community
life, having little to do with the "Englisher".
Then as the years went by, many of the
young people began to attend the high
school in the nearby towns. Here they
had contact with other young men and
women who, like they, went to the same
schools and studied the same books. They
began to realize more than ever that there
were other young people who were Christians desiring to follow the same Lord. Not
only did these same young people go to
these same secular schools, but they began
to desire to go to outside Bible schools to
study the Word of God. Later a college
of their own was built. However, this did
not meet the need of all of our young
people. Many of them began to go to Bible
schools of other denominations, as well as
schools that said they were interdenominational or, in some cases, nondenominational. To become better prepared for full time
service as well as better laymen, was their
urge. This matter of attending schools
other than our own, as well as attending
schools because we did not have our own,
became the order of the day.
(To be continued)
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School Notes
On Sunday evening, March 2, Dr. Penner and the ladies' chorus, with Brother
Otto Richert, Director, were invited to
give a program in the Grace Methodist
Church of Fresno. The program consisted
of several numbers by the chorus, the
~chool trio, and testimonies. Dr. Penner
gave an inspiring gospel message. Rev.
Ray Lawrence is pastor of the church.
This same evening another group of students, under the direction of Miss Rosella
Thiesen , gave a program during the Christian Fellowship meeting in the Zion K. M. B .
Church of Dinuba. The theme of the evening was home missions. The trumpet
q uartet played two numbers, two numbers
were given by a trio consisting of Susie
Harms, Helen Quiring and Alice Fast, and
then there was also a reading by Mrs. Bill
Doerksen. Miss Thiesen placed the challenge before us of telling those around us
about Christ, and that we should be a channel through which the water of life can
flow to others.
Rev. H. G. Wiens, a member of our faculty, conducted a series of evangelistic
meetings in the Winton M. B . Church during the week of March 2-7. Rev. A.
P. Koop is the pastor of the church.
B rother Wiens reported that he had a
f'ine w~ek of fellowship with the people
a t Winton.
Wednesday noon our dietitian, Mrs. H. G .
Ewert, had prepared for us a delicious
turkey dinner with all the trimmings. This
meal was prepared in honor of all the
students who have birthdays in January
or February. During the course of the
dinner a short program was given, with
Alice F ast in charge.
Reception For New Students
February 28 we enjoyed an evening of
fellowship and recreation in Roeding Park.
We all enjoyed the Wiener Roast which
had been prepared by the social committee.
Then we played several games. Later :we
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gathered in a circle, and Ted Fast, our
student body president, led us in singing
choruses and in a testimony meeting.
Many of the students had an opportunity
to testify. Since the evening was in honor
of the new students, they were given an
opportunity to testify. Miss Thiesen, in
the name of the faculty, then spoke a few
words of welcome to the new students.
We were glad to welcome another new
student this week. He is Eugene Kliewer
from Dinuba, who has just returned from
Powellsville, Maryland, where he was stationed in the C. P. S. camp.
Monday, March 3, Hilda Neufeld went
to San Francisco to meet her brother Victor.
and his wife who arrived from Hawaii.
They had been stationed there while serv'"
ing Uncle Sam.
Two of our students, Florence Bartell
and Ray Thiesen, were sick with the
mumps. Now we hear that Ray's twin
brother Roy has "it". We're glad it hasn't
caught more of us.
February 22 a group of students spent an
enjoyable day in the snow at Sequoia Park.
Sunday morning, March 9, the ladies
trio gave a program in the San Jose M . B.
Church. Mr. A. B. Huebert gave a short
message in the interest of the school.
The school extends sympathy to our student, Paul Nikkel, who received a telephone call from Shafter last Monday morning, stating that his father had passed
away suddenly. The funeral was held in
Shafter M. B. Church Friday.
This weekend a Gospel Team from Winton participated in the P . B. I. Jail Service and Street Meeting here in Fresno.
Melvin Yost, a member of the quintet, is
a student at P . B . I.
. When we depend upon organizations, we
get what organizations can do, when we
depend upon education, we get what education can do; when we depend upon man,
we get what man can do; but when we
depend upon Prayer, we get what God can
do.-Dr. A. C. Dixon.

Chapel Notes
Rev. H. A. Dixon, missionary in the
Netherlands East Indies, under the auspices of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church, spoke to us in a recent
chapel hour. He gave us some of his experiences as a missionary. He and his
wife were in a Japanese prison camp for
43 months. He related incidents of how
the Lord had led them in a very special
way. He read to us from John 8:36 "If
the Son shall make you free, Ye shall be
free indeed." He said that He'd rather be
in Borneo in the will of God than be here
in the States and not in the will of God.
What a wonderful testimony!
Rev. Paul 0. Steps, pastor of the local
Westminster Presbyterian Church, spoke
to us on the subject of Prayer. He led us as
we observed the World Day of Prayer.
Using Matthew 7:7-12 for the basis of his
message he gave us the following points:
We have the certainty of an 'a nswer if we
(1) Ask-petition God for certain needs;
(2) Seek-search for God: (3) Knock and
enter-Here is a recognition of the abiding
fellowship with God.
Rev. Irving Penberthy, executive secretary of the Fresno Conference of the NAE
and director of the Youth for Christ, gave a
message on Isaiah 6. Verses 1 to 4 relate
the vision that Isaiah saw and reviews his
personal experience with God. Here was
his preparation for service. We should be
sure to do the thing that God wants us
to do. Verse 5 contains Isaiah's confession.
Isaiah saw his sinful self. Verses 6 and 7
tell of his restoration to fellowship. Verse
8 is the decision, "Here am I, send me."
· Miss Mabel Jean Barnhouse spoke to us
in our midweek prayer service. She read
to us from II Kings 7:3-9. She told us of
her experiences as a missionary in Latin
America. She had also served in the work
of child evangelism in Los Angeles. At
present .she is a worker with the Child
Ev:mgelism Fellowship in Fresno.

Rev. H. L. Thatcher, business manager
for the Pacific Bible College at Azusa,
California, spoke to us in Chapel on I John
1:1-7 and I Peter 1:14. We cannot be holy
and have sin in our lives. Christ wants us
to be clean. The blood of Christ at Calvary can cleanse us so that we can have
more intimate fellowship with God and
live a life that is clean and separated unto
Him.
Rev. Frank Hoage, outgoing Independent
Baptist missionary to the Philippine Islands, gave us a wonderful, challenging
message in chapel. He read from II Tim.
4:5. (1) Watch thou in all things. (2)
Endure affliction. Suffer persecutions for
Christ's sake. (3) Do the work of an evangelist. Go out and win souls from house
to house if necessary. (4) Make full proof
of thy ministry. Be on fire for the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The Forsaken One
In the words of Dr. G. E. Guille, "The
Son of God Is dying-a shameful death, ·a
lingering death. The Father's Well-beloved hanging on a Cross. Hands that have
stretched forth blessing everywhere are
stretched now upon the transom of that
Cross, mangled and torn. Feet that have
trod no forbidden paths but carried Him
only upon errands of mercy, are pierced
with cruel nails. That brow. on which the
dove-in holy symbolism has set her feet ,
is circled now with a crown of thorns, and
blood drops trickle down from a score of
ghastly wounds. Appalled nature, gazing
upon the awful tragedy, trembles, while
all over the land a supernatural darkness
gathers round. Out of that darkness there
rises a cry from the lips of the lowly Sufferer: "My God, My God, why hast Thou
Forsaken Me?"
Christian friends, let us never forget
that He suffered for us!

Testimony
Psalms 116:1-2. "I love the Lord, bec'a use
He hath heard my voice and my supplications. Because he inclined his ear unto
me, therefore will I call upon Him as long
as I live."
T·r uly I can say I have the Lord because
He has heard me when I called upon Him.
If we are willing to call upon the Lord
when we need something of Him, we should
also be willing to let Him call upon us when
He needs something of us. That is what
I have been striving to do. Whenever the
Lord calls, be willing to answer "Yes, Lord
here am I, send me," even if it may mean
sacrificing a job or anything else. He
will be able to repay us for more than we
would• ever have gained from the job or
anything else we might have laid aside.
I have given my all unto the Lord and
He is far more than repaying me for what
I have given to Him. Therefore I say
with David in Psalms 103:1 "Bless the
Lord. 0 my soul: and all that is within
me, bless His holy name."
-Ivan Elrich
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul: and all that
is within me, bless His Holy Name." P s.
103:1.
Truly the Lord has graciously blessed.
He saved me when I was but eleven years
old and has always proved to oe a constant
companion. I attended another Bible Institute for three semesters and' those were
days of rich blessing. Since then I have
been privileged to teach Bible Classes
around my home in Reedley. I enjoy
working with children, especially teaching
th ose who are unreached by the gospel.
For sometime my husband and I had
prayed the Lord to led us to Bible School.
He wondrously led in giving us a place to
live here in Fresno so we might go to school.
We have attended school for one month and
are teaching a "Jewels" Bible Class which
we greatly enjoy. We do not know what

the future holds for us but as He goes before us we will follow.
Mrs. Henry Thiesen

Dormitory Life
Welcome! This welcome is extended to
you by the thirteen boys who live i~ the
1133 Divisadero dormitory, which is located
four blocks northwest of the Institute. We
realize you will not be able to visit us in
person, put we trust as you read these
lines it will seem as though you were actually here.
Brother and Sister Otto Richert and
their two girls live on the main floor.
We often call them Mom and Dad. Now let
us take you to the second floor, where you
will notice a long hall down the center.
We want you to become acquainted with us,
so we will start with Room 1, where you
will be greeted by Melvin Nikkel and Harold Fleishauer of Rosedale and · Ronnie
Kliewer of Reedley. Room 2 is occupied
by Bob Suderman of Dinuba and Marvin
Leppke and Bob Kroeker of Reedley. In
Room 3 you will be welcomed by Clarence
Funk of Corn, Oklahoma, and Donald Dick
and Bob Reimer of Reedley. The two
Dans, Dan Eitzen, Reedley, and Dan Heinrichs, Dallas, Oregon, are together in Room
4. Last of all are the Thiesen twins of
Reedley, in Room 5. You will have a lot
of trouble at first to tell which of the twins
is Roy and which is Ray.
We boys enjoy dorm life very much, except when those alarm clocks start clanging away at about 6:15 in the morning.
We have started a µrayer fellowship meeting every Wednesday morning at 5:15.
This has proven to be a source of real
blessing.
We hope that you h ave enjoyed your
short visit with us by way of the P. B. I.
Messenger.
Prayer must mean something to us if it
is to mean anything to God.
Sis :.
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Orienta I isms
S. W. Goossen

room like this could be reached by outer
steps without the observation or knowledge
of the inmates of the dwelling. Morever
such a room on the roof was just the place
to have suggested the figure of speech used
by Jesus, "The wind bloweth where it will,
and thou hearest the voice thereof, but
knowest not whence it cometh, and whither
it goeth: so is every one that is born of
the Spirit."
In such an "upper room", a place built
for rest, study, and prayer, our Lord ate the
Passover Meal with His disciples and instituted that great memorial "The Holy
Communion."

In the Gospel according to Mark we are
informed that our Lord arranged to eat
with His disciples the Passover Meal, the
night in which He was betrayed, in a large
upper room. It was also in this upper
room where He instituted the Holy Communion. Students of the Bible, no doubt,
are interested in becoming better acquainted regarding the location of this upper
room.
In Oriental houses the upper room is
a very familiar fe ature. It is an adaptation to the climate. The real meaning of
the upper room is a "resting place." In
summer, booths or arbors of leaves and
Girls' Dorm Prayer Meeting
branches are put up as sleeping places for
The girls gather every Thursday evening
greater coolness at night. The upper room
at 10:15 p. m. in small groups to have their
is the same in a permanent form on top of
prayer and fellowship hour. We have a
a roof. Where several rooms were thus
corridor leader who, at present, is Helen
built on the roof it became what the Bible
Wiebe. She serves for one month. She
calls, "the summer house" as contrasted
chooses six prayer leaders for the differwith the winter house downstairs (Judent groups.
ges 3:20) .
We have a blessed time of fellowship toThe roof is reached by a rough wooden
ladder, or flight of stone steps, passing up gether where we get better acquainted
the outside wall of the house. or along one with each other and with the Lord Jesus
of the walls of the court. The upper room, Christ. Prayer is what helps to strengthen
as a place of quiet retreat and refreshing our faith in our Lord .and prayer changes
coolness, is usually better built and furn- · things.
ished than the ordinary rooms and a guest
In addition to these prayer groups once
spending the night, as distinguished from
per week we also have our devotional pera mere visitor, is accomodated there. The
iod each morning from 7:30 to 7:45 , alone
room on the wall built for the man of God
or with roommates.
(U Kings 4:10) was meant to be a place
of retirement in keeping with his sacred
office and habits of prayer.
Do You Know?
Peter, no doubt, at Joppa retired at noon
to a room on the housetop for prayer, as
of anyone who is not now getting the MesDaniel in Babylon had done before him . senger who ought to get one? If so, please
let us know, we'll be glad to send them
The flat roof had a parapet which shielded
one. Then too, if some of you are gettin g
the v isitor from observation. and protected
more than one Messenger into your home
him from falling off the roof, as required
by mistake, would you also let us know ,
by the Deuteronomic law (Deut. 22:8);
so that we might save some of these copies
Perhaps it was in such a room that Nicofor others who do not have one.
demus sough t Jesus by night (Jn . 3:2.) A
Seven
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Christ Crucified
In the days of Pontius Pilate,
King and governor of that land
Where our Saviour once was dwelling,
With disciples hand in hand.
There we see a scene unpleasant,
That our words c'a nnot describe,
As we visualize our Saviour
Midst a restless Jewish tribe.

Ah, this world has seen no victory
That can equal such a fe'a t,
As to hear our Saviour whisper,
"Salvation's plan, it is complete!"
And now, my loving friend and sinner,
Though the path that you have trod
Does not justify your being
At that rate 'a child of God;
Will you not accept this challenge
Of a Saviour crucified,
For He paid the price of mercy
When upon the cross He died.

And as Pilate stands before them,
As but kings and governors can,
He is trembling at that warning:
"Do thou nothing with this man."

And you, my brother, you, my sister,
You who claim to be'a r His name,
Do you always boast for Jesus?
Never drag Him down to shame?

"Shall I give this man his pardon,"
Pilate asks; "Or shall He die?"
And the mob returns the answer:
· "Crucify him! Crucify!"

Let us stop and all consider,
Play life's game both right and sure,
That we'll not be disappointed
When we meet at Judgment's door.

Ah, the verdict has been spoken,
Spoken from the lips of man,
And for fear of those about him
Pilate dared not change the plan.
So our Saviour bore the burden
While they nailed Him to the tree
To redeem us, wretched sinners,
From a dark eternity.

-Dan E. Friesen.

Pardon Us, Please!

How our Saviour bled and suffered
Human words cannot express;
J esus Christ, the Son of David,
Hanging there in deep distress.
Do you wonder, while you're listening,
That 'a ll nature turned to night,
That the stars and moon and planet
All refused to give their light?
While the day was at its highest
Darkness blotted out the sun.
There our Saviour's prayer was answered,
"Not my will, but Thine be done!"
E!cbt

In our hurry at times grievous mistakes
are made. That has happened at several
places in the last issue of the Messenger.
One paragraph that we would like to withdraw is paragraph number five on the
left hand column, page 4. We are quite
clear here on the teaching of the Holy
Spirit and we are not interested in bringing
confusion by way of our Messenger. The
whole paragraph ought not to have been
printed. Please excuse us. We shall take
a little more time and scrutinize every
paragraph and sentence more thoroughly.
God's presence in a house makes a cottage a palace.

