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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS GIFT
The earth lay like a little child
Beneath the silent sky,
It slept, and in its dreams it smiled;
Stars sang its lullaby.
Above one little, lonely town,
With glory all aglow,
A softly radiant star shown down,
That Christmas long ago.
And in its light the glad earth woke,
And 'neath its silvery rays,
The silence into music brokeAll heav'n joined earth in praise.
For hushed on mother's happy breast,
That glorious Christmas dayGod's own first Christmas Gift so blest,
The holy Christ-child Jay]
Shine on, 0 wondrous pure white star
Of that first Christmas Morn]
Tell all the waiting world afar"Lo1 Christ, our King, is born."
-The S. S . Frie~d
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The Message of Christmas
A great event was about to take place. All
heaven must have been filled with rapture,
with attention focused on the Babe lying in
the manger in swaddling clothes. Deity Incarnate in a huma n body, eternity blended
with time, Creator and created, joined in
one tabernacle. The re this n ew creation
rested on his mother's bosom. The astonishment of her soul from the impact of the
coming of the Holy Spirit upon her had never left her. The joy of the Lord was h er delight and the spirit of worship uttered the
voice of praise. Embraced in her ·tender
hea rt and veiled in h er s anctified body the
mother of J esus gave birth to God's Eternal
Son. Miracle of miracles! Grace tha t hath
no measure! Thanks be unto God for His
unspeakable gift, a fountain for the cleansing of Adam's race from their sins.
There came upon the midnight clear t he
star of Bethlehem, the h eavenly sign of the
greatest of all events. There came the voice
of the heavenly heralds and the very air of
heaven and earth vibrated as the m essage
of God's grace, God's peace, penet rated the
desert of human hearts and sh epherds were
conscious that it was the voice of God.
How wondrously they r esponded when the
proclamation came forth that unto them a
Saviour was born in Bethlehem of Judea
and they m a de t heir way to thi s divine revela tion, the heralds of peace on earth, good
will towa rd men . It was indeed a "glory to
God in the highest" for ther e shoul d be tak-

en away from the hearts of men the fear
that had driven them from one hopeless situation to another, but now the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords had come, given
to us by God the Fa·ther, that we might believe in Him, that we might become accepta ble to the Beloved. How this m essage of
the herald angels electrified those watchmen watching their flock. The angels had
said unto them, "Fear not: for, behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which
s hall be to a ll people.
No m essage is so sweet, even today, to
the h earts of m en. That to this disturbed
world should ever come such a message !
Unnumbered millions have t a sted this in
r eality receiving the peace of God that fills
their very heart and they walk through life
as pilgrims with faces set toward heaven,
until heaven itself blossoms forth, opens its
pearly gates and takes them in for eternity
as rans omed ones through t he blood of the
everlasting covenant.
This is the message of Christmas. This we
are to herald forth this day, that Jesus has
come- has brought peace and r econciliation. You may a vail yourself of that today
by repentence and faith and you, too, s hall
become the r ecipient of the glad tidings of
those angelic messengers, God's Christmas
message to the world.
As we commemorate the birth of our
Saviour we are reminded of the fact that
He is indeed of a truth the one above every
man and every angel, the a ll lovely one,
the chief among ten thousands of his saints,
the rose of Sha ron and the lily of the valley, s weeter than honey a nd the honeycomb,
the eternal long-suffering Son of God, J esus,
our Saviour. Having been born in Bethlettem of Judea we must still accept Him in
our own heart, for though a thousa nd t:mes
Christ be born in Bethlehem, if he is not
born in thy heart, thou art still forlorn. Let
this be the message of our heart, th e subject m att er of our meditation and p rayer,
the sum and s ubstance of our witn essing
and preaching as we go forth, la bor ing wh ile
it is yet day, e'er the ni ght cometh when
no ma n ca n work. Dea r brethren in the
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portunities given for testimonies and spe·
cial requests, and the rest of the time was
spent in prayer. We praise the Lord that we
can bring our petitions to Him. We had a
wonderful fellowship together.

Lord, may this Christmas time be a time
of heart rejoicing as we yield to the Lamb
of God to exemplify in our life His message
and His life. To that end we pray, to that
end we labor.
GEORGE B. H UEBERT.

Your Light
"Let your light so shine before men ..."
The s tudents of Pacific Bible Institute feel
this verse can also be applied to a building..
'Vhen looking a long either Tuolumne or L
Street in the evening there is nothing to
show that God's word is proclaimed and
taught somewhere in that darkness. The
words " JESUS SAVES" have been chosen
in the form of a neon sign to make this
known to the passersby.
This is a student body project. The
means with which to purchase this sign
will come from contributions and offerings
of the students. However, contributions from
friends of the school will gladly be accepted.The size of the sign will be determined
by the amount of contributions. Pray for us
that this project and all we undertake will
be done in the name of our Lord.

We trust that this day of prayer has enlarged a nd broadened our prayer life and
also challenged us to pray more daily. We
look forward for another day like this with
the board of directors, faculty and student
body.

God can only teach you genuine success
when you are willing to be schooled on the
basis of humility.

A Word From Our Matron
"Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh
in us, Unto him be glory .. . Eph. 3: 20. The
above words sum up God's faithfulness on
my behalf since I came to the Pacific Bible
Institute.

E bner Friesen, Student Body President
Don't t ry to be neutral toward Christ: it
is impossible.

Day of Prayer
The faculty, the board of directors and
the students observed Thursda y morning,
November 21, as a day of prayer. Dr. Ge orge
B. H uebert, our administrator, read to us
a few scriptures on prayer a nd how to pray,
from Zechariah 12 : 10, Ephesians 1: 15-23,
Ephesians 3: 14-21 and John 15 : 7. "If ye
abide in me, and my words a bide in you, Ye
shall as k what we will and it shall be done
unto you." God is a prayer h earing God if
we come to Him in an humble way.
After the scripture r eading there were op-

It affords me great pleasure to gfve our
P .B.I. friends a little insight into the work
which has been entrusted to me and a lso
to give you an expression of my attitude
toward the sam e.

My work is mainly with the girls in the
dormitory on the third ftoor of the building. At present we have 37 girls, who are
students, living in the dormitory. They are
occupying 23 rooms- five of them chose
single rooms for their convenience. The othe r rooms accommodate two girls, which
most of them would prefer. The rooms aye
nicely furnished so that they make very
comfortable homes for t he girls while attending school.
We have our times of play, but a lso times
of definite study and times of devotion and
fellowship in prayer. The latter have meant
very much to me personally- it is there
that I have learned to know and love the
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girls and become acquainted with the sincerest longings of their hearts.
My desire is to be of service to them in
ministering to their needs, but above all, to
their spiritual needs. No greater joy could
come to my heart than to see each life definitely laid on the altar to be used in the
Lord's service.
We praise the Lord for the way He has
undertaken for us in the past .a nd trust Him
to lead and direct in the future. Will you
join us in prayer that in our working together Christ might be honored and glorified.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Helen Enns, Dean of Women.
You are succeeding too well if you have
gained recognition and reward for anything
less than your best efforts.

Chapel
It is a time of blessings and fellowship.

Throughout the week there are a variety of
programs. Monday morning chapels are usually devoted to the practical work department and Rev. J. J. Gerbrandt is in charge,
of it.
Short reports of students of the experiences or blessings they have received from
their practical work assignments are given.
In this way we can keep in contact with
those who go out to jails, street meetings,
hospitals, Old People's Home and child
evangelism classes.
On Wednesday the students are in charge
and several special numbers in music are
rendered as well as a devotional message
given by one of the students. We take offerings on this day for our financial needs ,
especially our tract fund. This helps us to
get more tracts to aid in spreading the Gospel. We also took an offering as a Christmas gift for Miss Elsie Bartel, dea n of women last year, who is serving as a mi ss ionary in China. We look forward to th e blessings we receive on these W edne sday morning periods.
On Tuesday, Thursday and Friday the
Four

chapel periods are given over to our special speakers. We have been having some
inspirational and challenging messages.
Rev. D.an Friesen, pastor at Mountain
Lake, Minnesota, spoke to us on the "call
of God." We were called into this world
by God and we should go out into the
world and preach the Gospel. John 15 :16
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen
you." And we were called into this world
for a certain purpose.
Rev. B. J. Braun, pastor of the Dinuba M.
B. Church, is giving us a series of messages
on Thursday mornings. He gave us Three
Secrets, as given in Rom. 6:11, 13, and 17.
Reckon, Yield, and Obey. First that we
might reckon ours-elves dead to sin and
alive unto God, and that we might yield
and surrender our all, and last, that we
might learn the secret of obedience.
Rev.
Steward
MacDougall,
who h as
served a term as a missionary with the Sudan Interior Missionary Society in Africa
presented us with the great need of the
field which is still unevangelized. I Cor.
16: 9 "For a great door and effectual is
opened unto me, and there are many adversaries." The doors are wide open and
they are chall enging us. What can we do
about it? We can help evangelize.
Rev. G. H. Janzen of the Dallas M. B.
Church spoke on how to become a thoroughly furnished man of God. He read from II
Tim. 3:16-17, II Tim. 2:15 and II Tim. 4:28. If we want to be a thoroughly furnished
man of God we have to be able to endure
afflications. If we want to go out to preach
the word we have to be able to lovingly
reprove, rebuke and exhort. Some of us
will be called for long p eriods of suffering
yet at the end we can say as Paul says,
"I have fought a good fight , I have fini shed
my course, I have kept the faith."
Rev. Jack Dahlinger of the Memorial Baptist Church of Fresno has school "prayer
huddles" or prayer groups in the local high
schools. He said that twice a week a group
of Christians invite others and come together for a season of prayer. He read to us
from Matt. 23: 24. 'Ve spend too much time
with the little things of life (the gnats)

when the greater challenges of life are left
undone.
Rev. John Wiebe, a r eturned missionary
of India, who has come on a furlough with
his family, has served us a few times in our
chapel hour. He showed us pictures of the
needy field in India. He challenged us to go
out to help win souls for Ch rist. Sixty-six
souls a re dying every s ixty minutes. Doesn 't this cha llenge us to go out and help
evangelize the world?
Rev. Irving Penberthy, executive secretary of the National Association of Evangelicals in Fresno and local director of
Youth for Christ gave us a m essage which
was very challenging.

Should the Lord put it upon your heart to
s hare in the Lord's work to the extent of
providing for the school sufficient finances
(up to the extent of about $5000) we feel
we can proceed immediately working on
literature by our Mennonite Brethre n for
our Mennonite Brethren . This gift may be
made a lso in the form of a memorial for a
loved one or for a particular cause. '\V'e will
be gla d to hear from a n y one who should
be interested in such a project in t he Pa- '
cific Bible Institute.

Xmas

I suppose you would say we a r e t echnical
when we call you attention to this word.
They tell us from mathematics that the let"Why don't our own Mennonite Brethren ter X stands for an unknown quantity. We
ministers and educators write more"? This . have numbers which signify a quantity, one
was the question asked by a minister on the something, or two, and then there are other
west coast some few mon t h s ago. He elab- numbers. When you don't know just what
orated on this thou.ght by saying we have quantity it. is, whether it be la rge or small,
many who are able but it takes money to you write an X.
put out books. Continuing the message he
The One who came to the world to make
was led to say that would there be money
available somewhere which could be used t his season meaningful was the One who
as a revolving fund, we might have put the Christ in Ch ristmas. Is he the un·
known quantity? Possibly so, these days.
men who write material use this money,
Many do not know who the Christ r eally
put the literature into print, sell it, put the
money back into the revolving fund and is, He means nothing to them. Tha nks be
then go on us ing this same money again to God t hat we know who He is and what
for making up new literature. As though it He is.
was an answer to prayer, a lmost before it
Som ehow I feel we are los ing out on an
had been prayed, after the meeting a brothopportunity to witness when we merely
er came and said "I have $5000 which you
write Xmas instead of Christmas. We are
may use for. this purpose."
conscious too, on the other hand, that some
We are thankful that we h ave brethren of us have been writing Xmas, not intendin our churches that are interested in this ing in any sense of the word to omit Christ;
k ind of progress for the Mennonite Breth- it has been purely to be brief and possibly'
ren. Ou r concern a ls o at present is for a even to be conventiona l. Have you thought
printing press for the Pacific Bible Insti- of the opportunity that it gives you to be a
tute. We believe we shall be able to obtain witness, to show that Ch rist is r eally in
such a press so that we might be able t o Christmas, by the very fact of writing
print literature, not only for the Pacific CHRISTmas. Though it may be a saving of
Bible Institute, such as tracts and books, time to just write Xmas, is it not worth the
but print literature which may be usable while to spend just t hat part of a second
for our whole west coast and maybe for longer in writing Christmas instead? Is it
worthwhil e seeking every opportunity there
our whole denominational ente rpris e.
is a nd putting forth a little t estimony even

A Printing Press
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in these days?
The central emphasis and power in this
school is the Deity of Christ, his supernatural working in and through us. He is more
than an unknown quantity, more than a
human plus, but a God incarnate who came
in human flesh as God incarnate in Bethlehem to grow and mature into adulthood. He
was conscious of how mankind was living.
Finally it meant the death upon the cross.
Now because He was more than just Jesus
plus, but was actually Deity and human
combined, He was able to be victorious
over death. Such an individual who has produced such a change in the world and in
our own personal lives, who took time out,
as it were, from his heavenly home to come
to save a world, is it not worth our little
extra time to witness for him each time we
have a chance to write the word- Christmas?

Sophomore Class
There are thirty-one students enrolled in
our sophomore class, and only three students enrolled for the third year. ·Together,
as the second and thira year classes, we
have elec t.e d the following class officers:
President, Bernard Wall, Secretary-Treasurer-Esther Fast, Vice-President - Melvin
Nikkel, Class Advisor - Dr. H. G. Wiens ,
Messenger Reporter - Susie Harms, Social
Chairman-Alice Fast.
A beautiful heart more than offsets the
handicap of a homely face.

The Greatest of These Is
Evangelism
Though I speak with the tongues of scholarship, and though I use approved methods
of education, and fail to win my pupils to
Christ, or to build t hem up in Christian
character, I am become as the moan of the
wind in a Syrian desert.
And though I have the best of teaching
skill and understand all of mysteries of re-

ligious psychology, and though I have a ll
Biblical knowledge, and lose not myself in
the task of winning others to Christ, I become as a cloud of mist in an open sea.
And though I read a ll Sunday literature,
and attend Sunday School conventions and
institutes and summer schools, and yet am
sa:tisfied with less than winning to Christ
and establishing my pupils in Christian
character and service, it profiteth nothing.
The soul-winning teacher, the characterbuilding teacher suffereth long and is kind;
he envieth not others who are free from
the teaching -task; he vaunteth not himself,
is not puffed up with intellectual pride.
Such a teacher doth not behave himself
unseemly between Sundays, seeketh not
his own comfort, is not easily provoked.
Beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things.
The soul-winner never faileth; but whether there be prophecies of redemption
through the intellect, they shall fail;
whether there be theories of salvation
through morality, they shall cease; whether there be destructive Biblical criticism,
it shall vanish away.
When the soul-winner was a child he
spake as a child, he understood as a child.
In teaching children he mu st consider the
na:ture of the child; nor can he forget that
when he became a man he put away childish things . In teaching men, therefore , he
must teach Christ in a manly way.
And now abideth knowledge, methods,
evangelism, these three; but the greatest of
these is
EVANGELISM!

Testimony
"But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for u s." Romans 5: 8.
It was God's love commended toward us ,
that won me to himself. He has kept me
and has never failed me. I must confess
that I have failed Him many times, but I
can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.
Six

The Lord has shown me that H e wanted
me to attend school in preparation for His
work. In II Timothy 2: 15 we read "Study
to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of t ruth." In the Pacific Bible Institute I have found the needed facilities for this preparation.
It is my desire to b e prepared and to
follow wherever he leads, whether it be at
home or abroad.
Alma F. Fast

School Notes
The school had two days of Thanksgiving
vacation, during which time many attended the Pacific Coast Conference at Fresno.
The weekday services were held in the
Bethany M. B. Church and facilities at Pacific Bible Institute were used in serving
the meals. Inspirational services were held
Friday and Saturday evenings. Our dean,
Dr. Penner, gave a message at the Friday
evening worship service. The Sunday services were held in the Fresno Memorial Auditorium.

ter Harder and Marvin Epp.
The trio, Berdine Neufeld, Dorothy Weins
and Wilma Nikkel, have been serving with
special numb ers in chapel.
'l'he students were surprised when Miss
Martha Wiebe, our dietitian, recently announced her engagement to Mr. Henshaw
Flaming of Paxton, Nebraska.
Christmas brings "home thoughts." Those
from out of the state who are going home
are Mr. a nd Mrs. Ted Fast, Dorothy .Wiens
and Dan Heinrichs of Oregon and Selma
Goossen of Washington. Tiena Dyck will
spend the Christmas vacation in Washington with her sister.
The students had the privilege of attending the Youth Rally at the Fresno M. B.
Church. This rally is given quarterly by the
Reedley, Dinuba, Fresno and Zion M. B.
churches. Dr. H. G. Wiens was the speaker
of the evening.
During November a new member was
added to the staff to take charge of the
school office. She is Mrs. Anna F. Goins.
She was formerly employed as secretary in
the Fresno office of the Agricultural Extension Service of the University of California.

The school gave the program on Sunday
night of the Conference. The ladies chorus
and male chorus, directed by Brother Otto
Richert, gave the special mus ic; Henry
Heinrichs, one of our students, brought a
message and Dr. H . G. Wiens gave the evening sermon.

The kitchen staff of the school presented
a s hort program to the student ·body during
the chapel hour. The theme of .it was "The
Cross."

A family Thanksgiving dinner was enjoyed Tu es day evening prior to Thanksgiving vacation by the s tudents and faculty. In
the evening the Oratorio presented the
"Hymn of Praise," an evening of real
singspiration, which was open for the public.

"O give thanks unto the Lprd . . ., make
known His deeds among the people ... talk
ye of all His wondrous work.s ... remember
His marvelous works that He hath done."
The Christmas season is indeed one of rejoicing and of thanksgiving. It is not difficult for the child of God to heed the admonition of the Psalmist of old. Surely w e,
as "workers together with Him" in HIS
JEWELS' BIBLE CLUBS, have much to
make known and to talk about! In fact, we
hardly know where to begin.
You h ave been waiting to hear more about
our "chapel on w h eels" - so maybe we

We h ave two male quartets who hav e
been going out and giving programs at the
loca l churches. One of the quartets is composed of Dan Eitzen, Harold Fleis hauer,
Donald Dick and Roger Franz, and the other one is Bob Kroeker, Bernard Wall , vVal-

"His Jewels"
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should start by telling you how miraculously the Lord through it met our need. We
had been canvassing the city looking for
possible openings for new Bible classes in
needy areas. As by inspiration the thought
came; where no home or other building was
available to us, wouldn't a little house trailer be just the thing? The idea became a
prayer; the word spread around and on
Monday night following the Saturday
morning canvassing the trailer was placed
at our disposal. We came to the thrilling
realization that we had just been thinking
God's thoughts after Him! He had the trailer waiting for us; He had spoken to His
servant who built and owned it, and it was
given to us for His service. The two-wheel
trailer, 8x16 feet with a seating capacity of
about 35, is electrically wired for light and
heat. It can readily be drawn behind a car
and easily parked on an empty lot or other
available space. In an impressive dedication
service led by our Dean, Dr. Walter L. Penner, the little "chapel on wheels was dedicated to the Lord that it too might be instrumental in helping to gather up JEWELS
for His Crown!
Recently a Rally was held in the auditorium of the Institute for the JEWELS and
their parents and friends. Musical numbers
by Institute students, the Clarian Quartet
and the Fresno Boys' Choir, as well as the
beautifully portrayed Story-0-Graph lesson
of "Abraham and Isaac" by Miss Elsie Frie.
sen, a full time worker with the Jewels,
were greatly enjoyed. The climax of the
evening came in the inspiring message of
Rev. Braun, pastor of the Dinuba Mennonite Brethren Church and also an instructor
at the Institute, centered on the theme of
"Seeking His JEWELS."
Not only are the boys and girls coming
to a saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ, but they are proving a channel
through which we are able to reach the
parents. Just the other day, a mother,
steeped in Roman Catholicism, was gloriously saved. How we praise Him for such
wonderful evidence of His approval on our
effort for Him!

The doors open to us are many; the
challenge before us is tremendous; many a
JEWEL not yet found is awaiting our discovery! We trust you will continue to pray
earnestly that the work may grow and
prosper as never before, and that the Lord
will give wisdom, direction and power as
we endeavor to carry on for Him.
If you are not receiving our Prayer Letters and you would like to be placed on our
mailing list, won't you please let us know?
We'd appreciate, too, hearing from you telling us that YOU are PRAYING for US.

Yours- for more JEWELS,
Rosella Thiesen

You are succeeding too well if you think
you have no further need of learning or instruction.

Testimony
Jude 3. The "earnestly contending for
that faith which was once delivered unto
the saints" is expressed in the going out
in.t o all the world, and in preaching the Gospel to all nations. We cannot be content to
sit idly by, but are constrained to give expression to that faith in the act of evangelizing the world at home and abroad. It is
working, not in our own strength, nor when
we are stained by sin, but in the strength
and the purity of the spirit of Christ.
I am thankful to the Lord for the privilege of being His child and studying to prepare to herald the everlasting Gospel of
peace and salvation to a dying world, as
stated in Hosea 4: 1-2. I am thankful to the
Lord for His leading and guiding hand, and
that He has led me to this school.
The Lord gave me an open door, while
in the service of our country, to tell young
men The Way. The need is so great. Pray
the Lord of harvest that He may thrust
forth more laborers into His field of service. Matt. 9: 37-38.
Henry Heinrichs.

