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IN THE HAND OF THE POTTER
"And the vessel that he made of clay was marred
in the hand of the potter: so he made it again another
vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it." (Jeremiah 18:4) .
To the Potter's house I went dow n one- day,
And watched him while molding a vessel of clay,
And many a wonderful lesson I drew,
As I noted the process the clay passed through.
Trampled and broken, dow ntrodden and rolled,
To render it plastic and fit for the mold.
How like the clay that is human, I thought,
Which in heavenly hands to God's image is brought,
For self must be cast as the dust at His feet,
Ere man is renewed and for service made meet,
And pride must be broken, and self-will lostAll laid on the altar, whatever the cost;
And all that is boasted of human display
Must yield to God's hand and be taken away.
-Selected
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Our Emphasis
A writer in the Holy Scripture has given
us a solemn admonition "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God." Though we be laymen or
full time workers in the church our calling
as Christian people is to be soul winners.
Soul winners are not born, they are enlisted, inspired and trained. Christians do not
drift into soul winning, they are inspired
into it through love, instruction and successful experience.
Our background and traditions has kept
us very close to the Master in his work and
endeavor to contend for the faith once delivered to the saints. We have' a firm foundation on which to stand. Yet our emphasis
is more than just standing, it is a progressive going forward, giving priority to personal evangelism. We feel that our attitude in the school is such that whether a
student is here and later intends to be a
businessman, a farmer, or enter some other
occupation, his calling is first of all to follow the words of our Master, that he gave
on the hillside near Jerusalem. According
to Matthew, chapter 28, as the disciples gathered there to hear the last words of our
Lord we hear him say "Go ye." That message is given to all of us. None are here to
be excluded. We owe it as a duty to our
Lord to obey such a command. In John
20, verse 21, he also says "As my father
hath sent me, even so sent I you." Not only
is it a duty or an answer to his command,
but we notice that the fields are white
unto harvest. Our emphasis here in school
is first of all to learn to know the word of
God, not only the word as such, but the
word in its historical setting. Then in the
second place, to be able to put it into practice. It is our firm conviction that unless
one is able to practice the things that he
knows, such knowledge is of very little
practical value to him.
Each of our students here are required
to do one hour or more of practical work
per week. This practical work consists of
work spent in personal evangelism. We feel

that all the theory that one could get along
this line is not worth much unless it can
be channeled into practical work.
Many of our students have felt at first
that they were very incapable and realized
how weak they were when it came to doing this kind of work, but we have the
promise of our Lord, given to us in Acts
1: 8: "Ye shall receive power." It is in the
power of the Lord Jesus Christ through His
Holy Spirit that we go out from day to day
witnessing, speaking to the lost, bringing
the gospel to those who are in Fresno and
in surrounding communi\'.ies. We feel that
to choose the vocation of a business man
a farmer, or other work is very important:
but if such a work interferes with the highest vocation in life, that of winning souls,
it in itself can be a detriment to our own
spiritual life. Therefore, our emphasis here
in this school is, and shall be, "Seek first
the Kingdom of God and all these things
shall be added unto you." Let nothing interfere with the work that the Lord has assigned each of us!
WALTER L. PENNER.

Chapel
We have been having some very challenging and inspirational speakers in chapel
since the beginning of our first semester.
Rev . .and Mrs. John Wiebe and children,
returned missionary from India. They sang
a song in Telagu and Brother Wiebe gave a
gospel message, and also presented the
field and its need.
Rev. Herman Warkentin of Los Angeles,
who is going out as a missionary to India,
spoke to us ."
Rev. A. A. Loewen, pastor at the M. B.
Church of Salem, Oregon, spoke to us on
"The Unseen Resources at Hand."
Rev. Alvin Ysker, who conducted evangelistic services in the Fresno M. B.
Church, gave us two inspirational messages.

Three

Evening School
We are giving a number of our regular
day subjects in the evening, taught by the
regular members of the faculty, for those
who cannot attend our day school. This will
give an opportunity for a ll those who are
interested to continue their Bible education.
Those students who take the work for
credit must meet the regular entrance requirements and do the same amount of
work per semester hour as is required of
the day students. We have forty students
attending our evening school.
The evening school began its instruction
October 3, commencing at 7: 30 p.m. The following courses are being taught the first
semester:
Monday-Chorus (Oratorio and Cantata
work)····-··-···········-····-············· Otto Richert
Thursday-Old Testament Synthesis
S. vV. Goossen
Teachers' Training Work Shop for "His
Jewels' Bible Clubs" - Miss Rosella
Thies en.

Faculty-Student Reception
Our school has become a very cosmopolitan place since the opening day of school.
Students arrived from different parts of
California, from Washington, Nebraska, Oregon, and Oklahoma. Several .of our faculty
members came from other states.
At the beginning of the school year the
faculty arranged for a fine reception to the
students. About 7: 45 p.m. everyone gathered in the chapel room, and we opened
the program with a good singspiration, led
by Prof. Otto Richert.
Dr. Walter L. Penner, Dean of the school,
had a s hort devotion and prayer and then
presented Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. '¥iens,
who were in charge of the entertaii1ment.
F our

Each student was asked to introduce himself. vVe played games together and had
an enjoyable evening. Refreshments were
served to a group of about ninety students
and faculty members.

"His Jewels' Bible Clubs"
"Suffer the little children to come unto
Me and forbid them not, for of such is the
Kingdom of God. . . . They shall be Mine,
saith the Lord ... in that day when I make
up My JEWELS."
"His Jewels' Bible Clubs," organized in
June, 1943, for boys and girls of Fresno
under the auspices of the Bethany M. B.
Church, have in their brief history experience d the unusual blessing of the Lord. We
praise · Him for the many children who
have come to know the Saviour, and "when
He cometh . . . to make up His JEWELS
. . . like the stars of the morning, His
bright crown adorning, they shall shine in
their beauty, bright gems for His crown."
·I t was deemed advisable at the beginning
of this present school year to bring the
Bible clubs under the sponsorship and supervision of the Pacific Bible Institute.
Those vitally interested in seeing t he work
grow and eager for its spread, felt this
could thus better be accomplished and the
work more effectively furthered for His
glory.
Classes are being held at present a ll over
the city, and in outlying communities as
well, for boys and girls of all nationalities,
color and creed. Institute students are busily engaged in teaching or in assisting in
the teaching of these classes. The Lord has
also provided a full-time worker for "His
Jewels" and how grateful we are for her
willingness to follow His call to this whitened harvest field.
Many a thrilling story could be told of
how the Lord is working and blessing our
efforts for Him. Space will not permit in

this issue to tell about our "chapel on
wheels," nor of the thrilling and inspiring
JEWELS' Rally recently held in the Institute auditorium.
You will want to watch the next issue of
The Messenger for de tails of these stories,
and pictures of "His JEWELS" as they
eagerly await the opening of the "chapel"
door that they might enter once again to
hear of Him who loved them and gave H is
life
that
they might
become
"His
JEWELS."
ROSELLA THIESEN

Testimony
Acts 26:17-18.
"Delivering thee from the people, and
from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send
thee. To open their eyes, and to turn them
from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among
them which are sanctified by faith that is
in me."
I once was in the ranks of those· who
knew not Christ and was called by God's
great love and mercy into the fellowship of
His Dear Son; Our Lord Jesus Christ.
And to bring this Light unto those, (unto whom I used to belong) requires II Tim.
2: 15. "That I may go unto them fully
equipped with the Light; under the armour
of God." Eph. 6: 11-20.
It was my desire to attend some Bible
Institute; but while knowing I was at the
door of entering into the service of our
country, I took what training was available
to me, which was Immanuel Bible School,
for a few months.
P.B.I. was then not yet in existence, but
I much hoped and prayed for it, and now
since I am out of the servie<e I count it a
great privilege to be attending, preparing
for the great need which I have seen at
home and abroad.
SAM H. KRAUSE
J<'ive

Testimony
"Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust
also in him; and He shall bring it . to pass.;,
Psalms 37: 5. These words have meant
very much to me. It seems that a lmost every day I must take this verse and stand
on its promises.
I must confess there are times when I
tr y to go on my own strength and merits;
and then the Lord lovingly uses ways of
bringing me to a standstill, so that I can
realize my own streng th is but nothing.

Just recently I have experienced this, and
God pomted out the words which he spoke
to Moses in Exodus 4: 12: "Now therefore
go, and I will be with thy mouth, and teach
thee what thou shalt say." This is my desire that whatever work the Lord has for
me, that I might learn from Him just what
to do and say. As Paul said, "I am per- suaded that he is able to keep that which
I have committed unto Him." II Tim. 1: 12.
I also have this assurance today as never
before.
MRS. BEATRICE WEDEL

P.B.I. Day
The Pacific Bible Institute had the, privilege of inviting the churches of the conference for its third annual opening day. The
services were conducted at the Bethany
Mennonite Brethren Church of Fresno, on
September 29, 1946, commencing at 2: 30
p.m. Dr. George B. Huebert, .the administrator of our school, was in charge of the
service. Mr. Otto Richert was in charge of
the song service and all of the music numbers. Dr. Walter L. Penner, dean of the Institute, gave words of welcome to those assembled. Rev. S. W. Goossen read the scripture and made the opening prayer.
The special numbers of the afternoon
were .given by a ladies trio consisting of
Elvina Epp, Dorothy ,Wiens, and Berdine
Neufeld; a trumpet quartet, Harold Fleis-

haur, Melvin Nikkel, Donald Dick and Robert Suderman, and the men's chorus. The
message of the afternoon was given by
Rev. H. G. Wiens, assistant pastor at the
Reedley M. B. Church and instructor in the
Institute. A vocal solo was given by Mr.
Otto Richert and the closing prayer and
benediction by Rev. B. J. Braun, pastor of
the Dinuba M. B. Church and instructor in
the Institute.
The Bethany M. B. Church was filled to
capacity and the program was an inspiration to all who attended. A large offering
was raised for the school.

Freshman Class
The school this year is blessed with a
large freshman class. There are 47 students
enrolled, of which 27 are men. The increase
in men students has greatly improved the
music department. We now hear men's
voices as well as women's echoing in the
corridors as they blend their voices in
praise to their Saviour.
The class .has had two business meetings,
at which the following class officers were
elected to serve this year:
President, Roger Franz; Vice President,
Ronnie Kliewer; Secretary, Donna Lee
Boese; Social Chairman, Katherine Nikkel;
Class Reporter, Mrs. Ebner Friesen; Class
Advisor, Mr. S. W. Goossen.
On Friday evening, October 11, the sophomore class challenged the fr eshma n class
to a game of volley ball. At the end of the
game the score was 2 to 1 in favor of the
freshmen. We are looking forward to many
more times of blessed fellowship on Friday
nights, when we can refre!'h both soul and
body.

Faith makes the uplook good, the outlook
bright-the future glorious.

Orientalisms in Bible Lands
By S. W. GOOSSEN
Beginning With this issue we shall present a series of articles in which we shall
study several portions of Scripture in the
light of the Manners and Customs which
prevailed at the time the Bible was written. A knowledge of these customs and
manners is essential to a clear understanding and right interpretation of the Holy
Scriptures. The Bible, through which the
one great religion of the world has come to
mankind, is thoroughly Oriental. Every
part of the Bible is saturated with the peculiar traits, modes of thought, customs,
manner of speech and imagery that characterize Eastern life. The most persuasive
form of argument in the East is to show
that something in conduct or character
corresponds with something in nature.
There are three principal advantages connected with the study of Bible manners and
customs. First, it helps us to understand
·the life and character of the men and women of the Bible. Secondly, it explains and
emphasizes the figurative language of Scripture. Thirdly, it explains the relationship
of the Divine and human elements of the
Bible. The fact that there is so much in the
Bible that is Oriental has led some to state
that the Bible in its entirety is only human
literature. Others again have regarded the
human factor in the Bible as the Israelites
garded the Canaanites in the Land of Promregarded the Canaanites in the Land of Promise, as an element to be shunned and eliminated. It is apparent from th'e foregoing that
we must understand the relationship of the
Divine and human elements in the Bible in
order to interpret the word of God correctly.
Matthew 9: 17 presents a very interesting
study in the light of Orientalisms. This passage states "Neither do m en put new wine
into old battles: else the bottles break, and
the wine runneth out, and the bottles
perish: but they put new wine into new
bottles, and both are preserved." Liquids in
Six

those days were kept in jars or other receptacles, but when carried on a journey
these liquids were put into water skins or
"bottles." These bottles were usually made
from the skins of goats, prepared by tanning. The skins would become dried by the
smoke in the tents or houses of Arabs, and
would tend to crack and become worthless
when old. These old, cracked, and fully
stretched wine skins would break under the
expanding pressure of the new fermenting
wine.
The spiritual application of this common
illustration was very evident to His listeners. Judaism, with its ceremonies and rituals at the time of Christ, was the picture
of the old bottle skin, cracked and unable
to stretch anymore under pressure. The
New Way which Christ came to introduce
was like new wine; it was alive, active, and
ever expanding. The Jews were attempting
to press this New Way into their old rigid
forms, which was totally impossible. Christianity, by its very nature, demanded a
"new bottle skin" which would be in a position to expand under the pressure of
growth as this new and living Way would
reach out over the entire world.
If thou wilt suffer nothing, how wilt thou
be the friend of Christ ?-The P. H . Advocate~

Our Students
Jeanette Bartel, Florence Bartell, Edgar
Becker, John Block, Donna Lee Boese, Mildred Brandt, Ernest H. Buller, Ernest
Buschman, Donald Dick, Wilma Dick, Bill
Doerksen, Rubena Doerksen, Grace Driedger, Tiena Dyck, Daniel Eitzen, Dorothy Eirich, Geraldine Elrich, Marvin Epp, Alice
Fast, Alma Fast; Helen Fast, Ted Fast, Mrs .
.T ed Fas"t, Harold Fleishauer, Roger Frantz,
Alma Friesen, Ebner J. Friesen, Mrs. Ebner
J. Friesen, Clarence Funk, Rosella Goertzen,
Selma Goossen, Harold M. Harder, Walter
F . Harder, Susie Harms, Dan Heinrichs,

Henry Reimichs, David Hoff, Norman Huebert, Edna Kliewer, Peninnah Kliewer, Ronald H. Kliewer, Russell A. Knight, George
·M. Kohr, Edwin T. Kopper, Sam H. Krause,
Lorena Kroeker, Robert Carl Kroeker, Roberta Lee Kruger, Marvin Leppke, Berdine
Neufeld, Hilda Neufeld, Nadine Neufeld,
Katherine Nikkel, Melvin Nikkel, Wilma
Nikkel, Hannah Penner, Miss A. J . Priebe
(auditor), Helen Quiring, Martha Quiring,
Raymond Reimer, Helen C. Rosenau, Lois·
J. Smith, Rev. Harold Smith, Katherine
Suderman, Robert Suderman, Elsie Thiesen,
Harry Thiesen, Helen Thiesen, Ray Thie·
sen, Roy Thiesen, Wilma Ulsh, Aldean Unruh, John D. Unruh, Clara . Wall, Melvin
Warkentin, Mildred Warkentin, Beatrice K
Wedel, Robert Weir, Allen Wiebe, Heier
Wiebe, Dorothy ~.iens, Melvin Yost, Ber
nard Wall.
,-,.
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Looking at one another keeps more people out of the Kingdom than any other one
thing.

Student Body Officers·
The student body officers for 1946-1947
are president-Ebner J. Friesen, secretarytreasurer- Helen F:ast, vice-president-Melvin Nikkel. The senior class president is
Bernard Wall, vice president is Edwin T.
Kopi;>er. For the freshman class the president is Roger Franz and vice-president is
Ronald Kliewer. The student council is
'c'o mposed of all of the above officers and
H a rold Fleishauer, Clara Wall and Ted
Fast, who represent the student body at
large.
The editor of. '.'The. Portal" for. the coming
year is Wilma Dick and the assistant editor Hilda Neufeld.
The student editor of the Messenger is
Tiena Dyck, and Mrs. Ebner Friesen and
Susie Harms are reporters.
The editor of the student publication,
"The Flash," is Grace Driedger, the reporters are Nadine Neufeld and Ronald Kliewer.

Seven

New Business Manager
Brother Albert B. Huebert is our new
business manager. Due to the call of the
Mennonite Central Committee to do work
in the relief offices in Europe, our former
manager, Brother Frank J. Wiens, has now
left this office and is doing field representative work. We are indeed very sorry to see
him leave the institution in the capacity in
which he has served so faithfully. We are
conscious on the other hand, however, that
there is a great need for help in relief
work amidst the needy oTer there. Therefore , we reluctantly give him up, yet wish
him Godspeed in his new work, wherever
that shall be. At the present he is serving
in the field.
Brother Albert B. Huebert has been active as purchasing agent and director of
building for the local church for the ·past
year when they were putting up their new
church, previous to this had been in the
purchasing department in one of the local
business firms. We feel that with his background and with his interest he will fill the
office efficiently. We wish him God's blessing as he comes in this capacity to serve,
not only as business manager for Pacific
Bible Institute, but as head field representative.
Let God's grace just open a window and
let the light into a man's soul, and he will
stand astonished to see at what distance
he is from God.-The P . H. Advocate.

When the Waves Rise
A little boy made himself a boat and
went off in high glee to sail it on the water. But presently it got beyond his reach,
and in his distress, he appealed to a big
boy for help, and asked if he could get it
back for him. Saying nothing, the big boy
picked up stones and seemed to be throw-

ing them at the boat. The little chap
thought that he would never get his boat
again, and that instead of helping, the big
boy was annoying him. But presently he
noticed that instead of hitting the boat,
each stone went beyond it and made a little wave, which moved the boa t nearer to
the shore. Every throw of the stones was
planned, and at last the toy was broµght
within reach, and the little boy was ha ppy
again in the possession of his trea sure.
Sometimes things in our lives seem disagreeable and without sense or plan. But if
we wait a while, we sha ll see that each
trial, each striking of a stone upon the
quiet waters of our lives, has brought us
nearer to God.-Christian Action.
The Thankful Heart, is
rejoicing, a faithful heart,
al heart, an unmolested
heart, a humble heart. It
dares to do for God and
thankful.

a happy heart, a
big heart, a. liberheart, a trustful
is the heart that
right. Let us be

Christ's Claim on Us
If you crown Jesus King, He will demand
implicit obedience. There is something
more. He will expect you to seek daily orders from Him, and be in constant communication by wireless with Him through every day. It will mean total abstinence from
all things which hinder your loyalty. I have
known men and women who have agonized
for weeks before they could do it. You say,
"It is going to cost." Yes, but it is infinitely
worth while. Think of the joy, think of the
gladness, think of the thrill. If I had a thousand lives, Jesus Christ should be King of
them all.
W. W. MARTIN.

We may comfortably trust God with our
safety, while we carefully keep to our duty.
If God be our Guide, He will be our Guard. ·
-Matthew Henry.

