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An Attitude Early Christians
Took Towards War
Some sincere ecclesiastical leaders oppose
non-resistance because they believe the
present-day attacks on the Church and on
the Christian faith cannot possibly be met
by means other than superior military force.
They mean to imply that the Christian who
refuses to fight against the anti-Christian
forces and dictators is disloyal to Christ and
a traitor to Christian civilization. This however is not the opinion of all Christian lead·
ers in these days of apostasy.
We must view this contention in the perspective of the history of the church. If the
defense of the Christian Church were actua lly dependent on military force of arms,
then Christianity could never have survived the first two centuries of its history.
The apostles did not go about armed for selfdefense, and Christian missionaries have
never done so.
It is undisputedly on record that the early
Christians took Christ's teachings on nonresista nce literally and refused to resort to
physical force to defend themselves. Let us
never forget how the apostles lived and died.
Stephen, the first martyr, was stoned to
death, praying "Lord lay not this sin to
their charge." James was slain with the
sword. Peter crucified. Paul beheaded. Not
once do we read concerning them m aking
use of any carnal weapon, nor do we find
them defending themselves by physical force
or even using violence. Never trusting in carnal weapons, but always meek, patient, and
non-resistant. Those who suppose they must
fight to preserve Christianity lack trust in

God and His power.
Careful study reveals that during the first
centuries after the time of the apostles
there is much evidence that non-resistance
and opposition to the use of force in the settling of disputes was a cardinal religious
principle. C. J. Cadoux, an eminent authority says, "The early Christians took Jesus
at His Word, and understood his inculcation
of gentleness a nd non-resistance in their literal sense. They closely identified their religion with peace : they strongly condemned
war for the bloodshed involved: they appropriated to themselves the Old Testament
prophecy which foretold the transformation
of the weapons of war into the implements
of agriculture: they declared it was their
policy to return good for evil a nd to conquer evil with good. With one or two possible exceptions no soldier joined the church
and remained a soldier until the time of Marcus Aurelius, 161-180 A.D. "Even then refusal to s erve was known to be the normal policy of Christians."
Let us call to our remembrance only a few
confirming quotations of the early Church
Fathers:
Justin Martyn, 140 A.D. "We Christians,
who are still involved in war, let us, from
every quarter of the world, turn our instruments of war into ploughshares, and our
spears into pruning hooks ; and as husbandman cultivate the ground." . . . "The devil is
the a uthor of war."
Origenes, 185 A. D. "Christians will never
report to the sword, nor learn to carry on
war, because they have become children of
peace t hrough Christ their leader."

tor for M. I. !tudl Hiebert library
1717 S. Chs~tr>vt

Fresno, Ca.

NO. 10

9370~

P. B. I. MESSENGER
Published by Pacific Bible Institute, Inc.
of Mennonite Brethren Conference
of Pacific Coast
2149 Tuolumne, Fresno, Calif.
Entered as 2nd class matter Oct. 12th,
1945, at the post office at Fresno, Calif., under the Act of Aug. 24, 1912.
Editor_........................................... S. W. Goossen

Tertullian, 200 A. D. "J esu s Christ, by disarming Peter, disarmed every soldier afterwards." ... "Our r eligion teaches that it is
better to be killed than to kill."
lrenaeus, 130-202? A. D. "Th ey have
changed their swords into instruments of
peace and they know not how to fight."
Maximilian, a martyr of about A. D. 295,
"I cannot serve as a soldier, for I cannot do
evil; because I am a Christian."
Lactantius, 300 A. D. "It can never be lawful for a righteous man to go to war, whose
warfare is in righteousness itself."

The evidence before us clearly shows '
that the Christians during the first three
centuries strongly upheld the Nonresistance
Principle as taught and exemplified by
Christ and the Apostles. During this period
the Church passed through ten persecution
periods. In confessing their Master the
Christians showed great courage and steadfastness and we find no evidence that they
resorted to violence, hatred, self defense
and war. Instead they prayed for their enemies, and if need be, suffered death.
A great change, how ever, took place when
Constantine became the champion of Christianity and in 323 A.D. made Christianity the
state religion. Then the Church became
rapidly worldly and Nonresistance seemingly impractical. The Church committeed it·
self to the doctrine of force as opposed to
Christ's doct rine of love. Chris tians found
a way to circumvent the teaching of Christ
to fit their conditions. Much in the same way
we believe that it is bei ng clone today. Fi-

nally the Bible was known to very few. The
Church had a hatred for true Christianity.
But even through the Dark Ages God had a
few who retained the teachings of the primitive Church and held that a holy life in following Christ was essential. They called
themselves Brethren or Apostolic Christians.
The Holy Scriptures were the foundations
of their religious life and practice. They accepted the commandments of Christ without
reserve and regarded military service as
wrong. It was these small, but sincere
group s who were the forerunners of the Reformation, and of the Historic Peace
Churches.
ALLEN FAST.

You can be ever so good and still be lost,
and you can be ever so bad and still be
saved.

School Undertakes Tour
The Ladies' Trio together with Mr. Otto
Richert, the director of music, Mr. Frank
Wiens, the business manager, and Rev. S.
W . Goossen, the dean of the school, visited
on behalf of the Bible Institute, the churches
of the Mennonite Brethren Conference in
Oregon, Washington and British Columbia.
'fhe group left Friday, June 7, and was on
tour for a bout two weeks.
Programs were given in th e followin g
churches: West Salem, Oregon; Dallas, Oregon; Blaine, Washington; North Abbotsford,
B. C. ; South Abbotsford, B. C.; Arnold, B.
C.; E as t Chilliwack, B. C.; Sardis, B. C. ;
Vancouver, B. C. ; and Yarrow, B. C.
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We wish to express our sincere appreciation to the different churches for the warm
reception and the kind hospitality which
was extended to us. At every meeting it
was our privilege to render a program to a
large a ttentive audience. We pray that the
Lord may continue to bless the efforts of
this group in giving out His Word, that His
great work m ay be promoted.

"In His White Harvest"

Fall Enrollment

"How old must I be to receive Christ?"
was the important question of a child. We
believe Christ has given us the answer
through His Word when H e said, "It is not
the will of your Father which is in Heaven, that one of these little ones should perish." Matt. 18: 14.

It is somewhat too early as yet to predict the size of our student body for the
fall semester, but judging according to the
interest which has been manifested thus
far, we are happy to report that the prospects for a good s ized student body appears
very promising.

'l'he "His Jewels Bible Clubs" seek to win
children for Christ and establish them in
the faith.

We .extend a h earty invitation to all young
men and women who desire to study the
vVord of God and train for more effective
Christian service, to come to the Pacific
Bible Institute and avail them selves of a
sound Biblical training in a wholesome
Christian atmosphere under a faculty that is
consecrated and devoted to the promotion of
the Gospel of Chr'ist.

In the past year, we have had over 600
children on roll in twenty-three classes in
various homes in Fresno, where the way of
salvation has been clearly taught, and more
than fifty decisions have been made for
Christ.
We are thankful that P. B. I. was able to
supply us with nine teach ers for the above
classes, and they have r eported of great
blessings in giving out the Word of Life
to receptive hearts. We have seen how wonderfully God's word changes the nature of
the children and leads them to Jesus, our
Saviour.
At present, through the school vacation
se·a son, Misses Helen Thiessen and Betty
Klassen are each teaching five classes per
week. Miss Gunda Priebe and Lorena Kroeker are assisting us in D. V. B. S. at one of
the government camps, while Mr. anp. Mrs.
Ebner Friesen will teach a t another camp.
Miss F lorence Suderman teaches weekly in
the open air at a trailer camp.
The need for more classes is great, and
we are asking the Lord for an increased
t eaching force from P. B. I. for the coming
school year.
We believe tha t the Lord's coming is very
near, therefore let us labor while yet it is
day.
Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Hiebert.

It doesn't raitter how many mistakes we
m a ke wh en we are really close together.

Our program of instruction is greatly enla rged for the coming y ear and a strong, efficien t fac ulty has been secured.
T he thorns along life's pathway won't
pierce you nearly so much if you'll let the
ha nd of Jesus pick them out.

Morbus Sabbaticus or Sunday
Sickness
Morbus Sabbaticus or Sunday sickness is
a disease peculiar to church members. The
attack comes on suddenly on Sundays; no
symptoms a r e felt on Saturday night; the
pa tient sleeps well and wakes feeling well;
eats a h earty breakfast, but about church
time the attack comes on and continues until services are over for the morning. Then
the patient feels easy and eats a hearty dinner.
In the afternoon he feels much better and
is able to take a walk, automobile rides, go
vis iting, t a lk politics and read the paper;
he eats a hearty supper, but about church
time he has another attack and stays home.
H e retires early, sleeps well and awakes on
Monday morning r efreshed and able to go
to work. He does not have any return of the
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symptoms until the next Sunday. The peculiar features are as follows:
1. It attacks members of a church.

2. It never makes its appearance except on
the Sabbath.
3. The symptoms vary, but never interfere with the appetite or sleep.
4. It never lasts more than twenty-four
hours.
5. It generally attacks the head of the
family and continues to spread until
every member is affected.
6. No physician is ever called.
r;. It always proves fatal in the end to the
soul.

0 Calvary! Calvary! When I view the
blood of Jesus streaming down thy sides,
I am amazed at my coldness of affection towards the Lord; at my slothful performance
of the duties which the authority of God,
but, shall I say, which the love of Jesus
more strongly imposes upon me! Yes, 0 Father, Thy love is sending Jesus, and 0 my
Savior, Thy love is giving 'fhyself for me,
and Thine, O Holy Spirit, in applying the
Salvation of Jesus to my guilty conscience,
unitedly overcome me and constrain me to
live not to myself, but to Thee.
-Selected.
Some people never get religion in their
hands and feet.

8. No remedy is known for it except repentance and prayer.

Contributions for the period July 1, 1945
to June 30, 1946:

9. Real heart-felt salvation is the only antidote.

Blaine, Wash ......................................... $ 243.83
Dallas, Ore. .. ...................................... ..
672.19
Salem, Ore. ......................................... .
84.48
Orland, Calif....................................... ..
417.90
Lodi, Calif........................................... ..
390.00
235.74
San Jose, Calif................................... ..
Winton, Calif.................................... .'..
340.00
Madera, Calif. .. .................................. ..
82.70
Fresno, Calif........................................ .
375.84
Reedley, Calif. .................................... .. 9,228 .83
Reedley (Special Fund) .................. .. 10,000.00
Dinuba, Calif. .................................... :.. . 3,630.14
Zion K.M.B. Dinuba ............................ .. 1,395.00
Shafter, Calif...................................... . 2,816.56
Rosedale, Calif. ................................ ..
856.64
Bakersfiield, Calif ............................. .. 1,895.30
Los Angeles, Calif............................. .. 1,283.23
Other supporting churches .............. ..
759.21

10. It is becoming fearfully prevalent and
is sweeping thousands every year prematurely to destruction.
-Selected.

When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when
health is lost, something is lost; when character is lost, all is lost.

Prayer is an acknowledgment of faith;
worry is a denial of faith. Prayer is putting
my hand in God's, trusting to His loving
guidance; worry is withdrawing my hand,
and denying His power to lead me. Prayer
leads through the door of faith into the presence of God; worry leads through the door
of anxiety into the darkness of loneliness
and discouragement. If prayer rules the life,
victory results.
-Selected.

Men will wrangle for religion, write for
it, fight for it, die for it; anything but live

for it.-C. Colton.

May God add His blessing to the giver,
and the gift.
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