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THE BIBLE EMPHASIS WEEK
We want to take this opportunity to express our deep appreciation to our churches
and friends for your prayers and financial support which has made possible the highly
important work of training young men and women for Christian service. Your loyal support in the past year has been a great encoura gement and incentive to the faculty to be
strong and very courageous in promoting
the Lord's work and solving the problems
which have confronted the Institute. May
we together again launch out in the New
Year with renewed zeal and determination
to promote the cause of Christ in that capacity in which He permits us to serve.
Last year the school conducted a Bible
Emphasis Week which the Lord blessed in
a very remarkable way. The spiritual blessings which were enjoyed will be a lasting
tribute to God's faithfulness and is, indeed,
a great encouragement for the school to
render again this service to the churches
this year.
The Bible Emphasis Week this year is
scheduled for the week of February 3rd to
the 10th. Our guest speakers for this Bible
Conference are Dr. D. Edmond Hiebert of
Tabor College, Hillsboro, Kansas, and Rev.
Ben J. Braun of the L. A. Baptist Theological Seminary. Dr. Hiebert's messages in
the morning will be a series of expositions
on the following subjects from the Book of
Psalms:
Psalm
1-"The Blessed Man."
Psalm 103-"Bless the Lord."
Psalm 139-"The God of the Believer."
Psalm 121-"The Divine Keeper."
Psalm 107-"A Last Resort."
His afternoon messages will center on the
great theme of the Holy Spirit treating the
following subjects:

"The Personality and Deity of the Holy
Spirit."
"Three Aspects of the Spirit Work."
"The Work of the Spirit in the Believer."
"The Holy Spirit in the Acts."
"Sins Against the Holy Spirit."
R ev. Braun will be giving a series of expository messages in the morning on the following characters of the Bible:
JUDAS-The Eternal Victim of Unbelief.
PAUL-The Christ-Man of Faith.
JOSEPH- The Ideal of Manhood.
REBECCA-The Model Candidate · for
Motherhood.
PETER-The Reed that becomes a Rock.
Rev. Braun will be giving expository lectures in the afternoons on the Book of
Ephesians.
The evening services will be devoted to
evangelistic messages. The Bible Conference will be held in the auditorium of our
Bible Institute loca ted on the corner of
Tuolumne and L Streets. Dedicatory services of our newly acquired Institute building will be held in connection with the Bible
Emphasis Week in the afternoon service of
February 3rd commencing at 2: 30 p.m .
We extend a cordial invitation to all of
our readers to come and attend these meetings and enjoy these blessings with us. Let
us pray fervently that this Bible Emphasis
Week may prove to be a time of great blessings to the school and to the whole community of Fresno.
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Evening School
For the benefit of all those who cannot attend our regular cours'e during the day, but
desire to continue their Bible education, we
extend the opportunity to take up work in
our evening school. Those students who
take the work for credit must meet the
regular entrance requirements and do the
same amount of work per semester hour as
is required of the day students. Auditors
are exempt from class assignments, but ar e
asked to pay a nominal registration fee.
The courses offered are a part of the Day
School curriculum, and are t aught by regular m embers of the faculty. ·Subjects receive
the same credit as is allowed for the Day
School. All Christian workers, who are interested and concerned to become more efficient in their work, are urged to avail
themselves of the valuable training which
the school offers. Minister s are welcome to
visit classes at any time.
The following courses will be taught in
the second semester which begins F ebruary
11:
Monday-Chorus- (Open to all lovers of
music. Oratorio and Cantata ·work is undertaken.-Otto Richert).
Thursday1. Old T estament Synthesis- (A synthetic
method of Bible study in which the student
obtains a broad view of the books of the
Bible. The Historical and Prophetical will
be studied.-S. W. Goossen).
2. Church Administration - (A course
stressing the minister as administrator of
fellowship, finance, and all phases of the

organization and work of the local church.
The subject is of unusual value to those
entering the ministry-J. J. Toews).
3. Christian Education and the Local
Church-(A helpful course for Sunday
School superintendents, church school leaders and teachers. The pertinent points in
the philosophy and techniques of teaching
are presented.-Sam Wiens) .
A man who lives right and is right has
more power in his silence than others have
by his good words.

The Foundations of God
The year 1945 has closed leaving for us
many vital unanswered questions, questions
which should have been answered and which
must be answered. However, many of these
have grown grossly more mysterious and
definitely more acute. Among these unanswered questions is one which has carried
over from year to year but to date no solution is evident in the minds of many Americans. That question is : "Why is the world
at this time going through such crucial
times as never have been before, and why
is there no security and stability after
years of experience and precedences and in
spite of all efforts to bring it about? Ways
and means that formerly were adequate to
meet emergencies and situations are no
longer effective. This question is the burden
of our national leadership today and of all
peace-loving people everywhere.
Many voices and pens are busy endeavoring to point out the cause or causes that
are res ponsible for this prevailing condition. Analysts and commentators try to clarify, statesmen and leaders are working fever·
ishly together and alone hoping to find a solution and bring back to normal conditions.
Even churchmen , working from a purely religious point of view and apart from revealed truth, suggest how the desired
changes can be brought about but nothing
permanent happens. None of these attempts
nor all of them together seem to be equal
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to the question. It is evident these do not
contain what it takes.
There was a writer who wrote many years
ago, one who was confronted with conditions very similar to those of ours. In his
writings he asked a fact-finding question
which struck home and did much for the
needs of his day. He said: "IF THE FOUNDATIONS BE DESTROYED, WHAT CAN
THE RIGHTEOUS DO?" This, in substance
could be put as follows: if foundations or
foundational things of life are destroyed it
leaves men helpless to carry on. In this
que ry, no doubt, r ests the suggestion for the
reason of our failure to find an answer to
our unanswered question.
There are basic things that God has laid
down in creation as the ground-work for
life; very definite principles and policies
have been instituted by Him apart from
which man can not get along physically,
socially or spiritually. To violate or to interfere with these basic things bears serious
consequences as these are the founda tions
on which God Himself builds and on which
also He expects us to build thus making
them indispensable to life.
Many of these foundations have been
weakened and destroyed from under u s and
are no longer the controlling pulse of our
nation's life. This leaves us nothing permanent to build on a nd nothing to hope for
a nd thus man s t a nds helpless and staggering
before great questions and tremendous tasks
which a r e his to do if he is to survive. Comparing the spiritual force which drives our
na tion today with the spirit of its early days
and the years following, we stand convinced
that as a nation we no longer are building
on that which the early fathers built, and
should these early leaders rise and see the
spirit which prevails in our nation's life
today they most surely would not r ecognize
it as the spirit of Americanism in which
they believed and on which they built this
country. Our n a tion, as all nations, is destroying the foundations which ma k e for
peace and security and therefore it is beset
with threatenings and adrift on a dangerous
course.

For some years the entire world has been
embroiled in a gigantic war as is recorded
nowhere in all history and that in spite of
the fact ma ny years previous to the outbreak of the war, ways and means, pacts
and treaties were brought into play to make
the world safe for democracy and t o drive
the spirit of war from the ear th forever so
as to enjoy a warless world. But war is still
loose in the world. If man truly wants to
rid this world of war and the turbulent
forces as are threatening our immediate
safety and existence, why is it not done?
God-fea ring people, of course, quickly turn
to the a nswer, but the Godless and unrighteous are left to the fate of that which is
a nd that which is to come.
Someone has outlined the steps to war
as follows: "Back of war lies the wrong
kind of politics, and back of the wrong kind
of politics lies the wrong k ind of economics,
and back of the wrong kind of economics
lies the wrong kind of morals and back of
the wrong kind of morals lies unbelief."
Wor king it the other way it would read:
when faith (faith in God," of course, ) is detroyed it weakens mora ls, when morals are
weakened the . economic structure is weakened, when the economic structure is weakened it invites corrupt politics, a nd corrupt
politics brings war. This means when faith
in God is destroyed all other fundamental
things a r e undermined and weak ened and
total destruction is inevitable. No doubt,
this was in the mind of the writer of old
when he said : "If the foundations a r e destroyed, what can the righteous do ?" How
importa nt th en a nd how vital tha t our faith
in God be preserved in national affair s, in
our churches, in our h omes, and in our
selves. If we would be as concerned about
this one thing and strive to preserve it with
the ferver a nd effort with which we execute
war , America's faith in God would be intact,
the nation would be secu re and God would
be pleased. Shall we then rebuild where the
foundations have been weakened and ever
guard to ma ke sure they are underneath us.
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REV. SAM WIENS.

Class Activities

HOMILETICS

In this issue we continue to describe to
our readers the courses which are offered
here in the Bible Institute. We trust that
this may assist prospective students to decide to enroll in the Institute and prepare
for Christian service.

From the Greek word "homilia" has come
the English word "homiletics," which has
reference to that science or art, or indeed,
both, which deals with the structure of
Christian discourse, embracing all that pertains to the preparation and delivery of sermons and Bible addresses. It shows us how,
scientifically, to prepare a sermon or gospel address, and how effectually, to deliver
it. Homiletics, then, is the art of science of
preaching, and very valuable in teaching.

STUDY OF GREAT MISSIONARIES

"Lives of great men all remind us
We can make our lives sublime,
And departing leave behind us
Footprints in the sands of time."
In the study of the lives of great missionaries we are reminded of the above words
from Longfellow's Psalm of Life. Nothing is
so inspiring and conducive to missionarymindedness as the reading of missionary
biographies.
In our course outstanding missionaries
from the apostle Paul to the present age are
studied. There is William Carey who was
not afraid to "attempt great things for God,"
and Adoniram Judson, whose translation of
the Bible into Burmese was miraculously
preserved in a pillow which Judson had in
his prison cell. There is David Livingston
whose narrow escape from the clutches of
a hungry lion and tireless treks through
the unknown territories of Africa have
thrilled many a reader. There is David
Brainerd whose short but prayer-saturated
life was an inspiration for many another
missionary. The tireless efforts of Allen
Gardiner in behalf of South America resulting in the starvation of his entire party
on a lone island, and the hair-raising experiences of John Paton with the cannibals
of the South Seas-all these, and many
more-present a challenge that cannot be
evaded to the heart that is willing to lay all
on the altar for Him.
This certainly is a course by which every
student would profit. One of the greatest
reasons for a lack of missionaries and an
interest in missions, is the lack of a knowledge about them.
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This course is not limited to ministerial
students only. It is open for any one interested in rightly dividing the word, whether
in preaching, teaching or home study. It is
most valuable also for Sunday School teaching and Bible readings.
The class will continue the second semester as Advanced Homiletics where actual
preaching will be carried on in class and
outside appointments. The student completing this course should be in a much better
position to deliver effective gospel messages.
HEBREWS

The Book of Hebrews occupies a very important place in the Scriptures. It is the
Holy Spirit's commentary on the Pentateuch and especially on the Book of Leviticus. Hebrews exp'ains the significance of
the whole Jewish ritual. It interprets for us
the meaning of the religious ceremonies of
God's ancient people. It makes clear that all
the ceremonial law, as given in the Old Testament, the offering of sacrifices and the
ministrations of the priests, were but types
pointing on to Christ, the great Sacrifice
for sin, the true Priest, the one Mediator
between God and man. In Hebrews we are
taught that we have passed from the realm
of shadows into that of reality; that in
Christ we have the fulfillment of all the
types.
There is perhaps no· oth er book in the
New Testament which helps us to understand the present work of Christ as does

the Book of Hebrews. Although this Epistle
was written for Hebrew Christians of the
first century, it nevertheless has a most
important message for all Christians everywhere.
In the study of this Epistle special attention is also given to the following points:
author and language; time, place and circumstances of the writer; to whom and the
circumstances of those addressed; and the
main theme or purpose of the Epistle.
PERSONAL EVANGELISM

When you sow a wheat kernel you expect
to reap wheat. When the farmer sows oats
he expects nothing else but oats to be his
harvest. When a gardener plants flowers
he expects to see the glory of that flower,
the seed of which h e has sown in the early
spring.
So it is with Christ. He expects us to
bring forth fruit, more fruit, and much fruit,
and one of the outstanding fruits of a Christian life is another soul; led to the Lord
and saved by his marvelous grace through
the instrumentality of some of his children.
The art of soul-saving is the purpose of this
course. ' Ve seek to enter into the different
types of personalities and seek an answer
in God's word, to every problem that we
might face in speaking to others about the
Lord. One thing that we stress considerably is the memorization of the different
scripture passages so that the Holy Spirit
may bring them to our memory whenever
the occasion calls for them.
It is our belief that every born again
child of God should put forth extreme effort
to lead some soul to the Saviour. That
which enriches our ministry to the lost and
makes our life more fruitful to Him is our
fervent prayer life.

Man cannot be saved by perfect obedience
because be cannot render it. He cannot be
saved by imperfect obedience because God
cannot accept it. The only solution is Calvary.
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School Notes
Helen Wiebe, Ann and Helen Fast, have
been visiting with their cousins James and
Peter Ratzlass from Judah, Wisconsin.
Professor and Mrs. Otto Richert, Karen
Sue, Marcia Louise and Miss Bartel, were
Sunday supper guests of Mr. and Mrs. J acob J. Klassen, the parents of Miss Betty
Klassen, a senior student at the Institute.
Margaret Funk, of Corn, Oklahoma, is
wearing a ring on her left band. Could that
be why Bernard Wall looks so happy?
Many of our students went to Reedley
Sunday night to hear Einor Waermo, a noted
Swedish tenor, render a sacred musical program.
The Ladies' Chorus is taking part in the
Youth For Christ Rally Saturday night.
Miss Martha Wiebe, our dietician, spent
Sunday visiting with Miss Olga Dick of
Reedley.
'Ve wish to express our most sincere appreciation to the people at Blaine, Washington, for the t wenty-four pounds of butter
that were so graciously presented to the
school. We say a hearty "thank you!"
Viola and Selma Goossen have returned
to school after spending several weeks with
their father, who has been so critically ill.
The dormitory had a special dinner with
a birt hday cake and ice cream Wednesday
night. The occasion was Miss Bartel's birthday.
Our first semester of school ends January
29th. The following day we will be moving
into our new location at 2149 Tuolumne.
Our Bible Emphasis Week will be held
during the week of February 3rd to the
10th. The Emphasis Week is the beginning
week of the new semester.
The Community Chorus which practices
every Tuesday night will in the very near
future render a public performance. Watch
for further announcements.

meal was prepared by the kitchen staff with
extra help and served by some of the girls
from the church.

From Expectation to Realization
Time does not stand still. Our school year
so far has been a blessing and we have
had times of rejoicing, yet we expected
the long cherished hope of entering into
our other building to become a reality. It
makes our hearts glad to realize that our
student body has outgrown this building.
From time to time the question did arise
as to whether we would enter the other
building during this school year. Even
though our faith would waiver, God r emained faithful and has so directed that we
now can report to our readers that the
building will be ours after the fifteenth of
January.
The faculty with the student body are
planning, God willing, to move to the other
premises during the last week of Januar y.
From the fifteenth until we move, the place
will be renovated by the student s and outside help from near-by churches.
We are also happy to relate that furnishings for fourteen dormitory rooms h ave
been purchased with the building. Furniture from our present building will be transferred to our new location and used temporarily.
Even though we are looking forward with
a new zeal for greater blessings, we also
r ealize that we are t aking ourselves with
us, and the building alone will not completely do away with temptations and testings.
Our adversaries are certainly going to do
their best to check our advances in the kingdom of God. As we dedicate the building,
we also want to consecrate ourselves anew
to be more faithful servants in God's kingdom.

Christmas Dinner
The week before our Christmas vacation
was a scene of a festive occasion in our
Institute. During this week we had our
Christmas Dinner which is an annual event
here in school for our whole student body
and the faculty including their families. The

The hearty meal consisted of chicken,
mashed potatoes and gravy, buttered peas
and carrots, a salad of olives, pickles, celery
and carrot sticks, hot rolls, coffee, prune
whip pie, and pheffernisse.
The Student Body President, John Janzen,
acted as master of ceremonies. A short program was rendered, in which Rev. Clarence Hofer, the guest speaker, gave us an
appropriate message. Betty Klassen r endered a Christmas reading and the girl's trio
sang "Room in the Manger." Stephen J anzen, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Janzen,
played Christmas carols of his own arrangement on the piano.
After dinner, we gathered around a cheery
fire in the fireplace and sang carols. Then
followed an exchange of presents by the
students and faculty, and we discovered who
had secretly drawn our names several
weeks previously and presented us with
lovely gifts, to celebrate that phase of the
Christmas spirit.
May the Christmas Spirit of tolerance,
peace and love prevail in the lives of each
one of us throughout the entire New Year.

Testimonies
"O the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways
past finding out!" Romans 11: 33.
This is a perfect expression of the feeling of one who takes sufficient t ime to look
into God's word and sear ch for his great
uns peakable truths. There is no greater joy
than to be in the will of God, and to know
that in Him we have all things. In the times
of greatest testing and trial, when one is
depressed and feels that there is no one to
whom he can turn, we have a standing plea
of Christ, "Come unto m e all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you
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rest." Matthew 11: 28. There is no rest or
peace, no comfort to compare with that
which we can have in Christ Jesus.
During a consecration service at our annual Mt. Herman Retrea t, God definitely
s poke to me in regards to attending a Bible
School. It has long been my desire to attend school, but Satan has used every possible means to hinder me. In June of last
year I determined to enter school trusting
God to make it possible. Definite answer to
prayer regarding my business matters made
it possible for me to attend Pacific Bible
Institute in the fall semester of last year.
My earn est desire and prayer is that , as
my life has been edified through the study
of God's Word and the fellowship of the
students, I may be of ·some service in promoting the kingdom of Christ.
MELVIN YOST.

first things where they belong and are
organizing ourselves into a Missionary Union to pray for mission work around the
world and to foster the missionary spirit in
our own h earts. Every week one chapel period will be devoted to group prayer sessions when the whole student body will be
divided into four groups according to their
interest in certain fields. Then, once a
month, we will have a meeting on Monday
night when we can devote a little more time
to getting acquainted with the fields and
their needs.

I entered P .B.I. last Sept ember, and after
a few weeks of school I became quite discouraged, even to the extent of doubting
the advisability to continue my school work.
One day when all alone in my ro om, I began to pray and to ask the Lord to guide
me to know His will. He showed me why I
was discouraged, and it was due to the lack
of co-operation on my pa rt. The Lord
brought to mind a small plaque I have in
my room at home. "Only one life twill soon
be past , only what's done for Christ will
last." I am now enjoying my school work
a nd regard it a great privilege to prepare
for more efficient witnessing for Christ.
My prayer is to be a living t estimony to
those a round me.
INEZ AGEE.

Be not simply a reflector of Christ: be a
r adiator.

Prayer Bands
"Missions are still God's priority" was the
theme of a recent m essage by one of our
missionaries. Since this is true, the missionary cause should have priority in every
group of God's people. The church, school,
or home that puts first things first, h as been
particularly blessed and used of God.
We also, as a school, are eager to put

Every student, as well as every Christian,
s hould be vitally interested in the program
of bringing the gospel to the unreached. As
we put our heart and soul into this effort,
we certainly will experience the blessing
of God in our own lives as well as in the
life of the school.

During the period of July 1 to December
31, 1945, we have received the following
contributions:
Blaine, Wash . ........................................ $ 168.83
Dallas, Ore. ............................................ 405.52
Salem, Ore. ............................................
24.32
Orland, Calif. ·······································- 124.27
San Jose, Calif. ....................................
33.74
Fresno, Calif. ........................................ 224.60
Reedley, Calif. ...................................... 5,666.82
Dinuba , Calif. ........................................ 185.00
K. M. B., Dinuba, Calif......................... 1,270.00
Rosedale, Calif. .................................... 756.64
Bakersfield, Calif. ................................ 784.00
Los Angeles, Calif. .............................. 510.66
Other sources ........................................
21.00
Offerings (where 2 or more
churches contributed) .................... 1,190.92
Total contributions received ............ $11,3·66.32
During this period the Field Representative conducted a campaign in the Reedley,
K.M.B., Rosedale, and Baker sfield Churches.
We express our sincerest thanks to every
contributor for this support.
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Physician
(Luke 4: 16-24)
"No prophet is accepted in his own country."

Christ spoke the parable of the physician
in His home town of Nazareth. He had returned to Nazareth after doing many great
and mighty works at Capernaum. His chief
work concerned itself with healing and curing the sick and the afflicted. The nature of
the work which He did at Capernaum was
that of a physician. His fame and popularity went out to all the r egion round
about. So when He came to His own home
town of Nazareth the people knew of the
fame that He had enjoyed in the neighboring regions.
H
It was in the synagogue of Nazareth
where Christ revealed Himself as the fulfillment of the prophecy of Isaiah. Having read
that very passage of the prophetic Scripture which told in detail the very n ature of
the work which He was now doing, He portrayed in gracious words how He fulfilled
that Scripture. Christ knew how amazed
the people were tha,t He whom they knew
as Joseph's son should fill that honored
place. So Christ speaks exactly the thoughts
they were thinking when He says: "Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have
heard done at Capernaum, do also here in
thine own country."

In interpreting this parable we observe
that there were sick, halt, and maimed in
Nazareth that needed to be healed. We also
notice that Christ was able and willing to
heal them as well as in the region beyond.
However, the obstacle which lay in the way
of healing was directly the fault of the people. Christ was not accepted in H is own
country as He had been accepted in other
places. Christ said, "A prophet is not without honor, save in his own country, and
among his own kin, and in his own house."
He proceeds to show that He was not

alone in being rejected by His own people. Of the many widows in Israel in the
days of Elias none were helped save a
widow of Sidon who was a stranger. Of the
many lepers in Israel, Elisha healed Nnaman, the Syrian, who was a stranger. The
reason was the same as in His case, they
(the prophets) were not accepted in their
own country.
III

The parable is still applicable today. With
but a few exceptions the servant of God
meets the greatest hindrances for effective
witnessing for the Lord in his own city and
in his own home. It should also be duly emphasized that when a servant of God faces
that situation that he should not be too
greatly perplexed over it so that he becomes
discouraged in his witnessing for Christ. If
our testimony for Christ r eceives but lukewarm attention and h alf-hearted reception
amongst our own kindred people, from those
we normally should expect to receive support and sympathy, le t us take comfort in
the fact that it is common to all servants
of God. But having said that, it still remains to be said tha t the guilt for refusing
to accept their own prophets, s till r emains
a guilt for which God will hold them accountable. The h ealing, which the sick and
needy in our own realm of acquaintances
should receive, is a blessing which they
forego. They need the healing, but have to
live without it because of their willful r ejection.

When wealth is lost, nothing is lost. When
health is lost, something is lost. When character is lost, all is lost.

