THE P.B.I. MESSENGER
The Official Organ of the Pacific Bible Institute

Earnestly contending for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
Volume II

No. 3

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA, DECEMBER , 1945

Luke 2 : 14, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towctrd men."
·

.~~~~~~~~~~~~:
, .. ..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
'J=
·

...

~

.

Silent Night, Holy Night
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Silent Ni ght, H oly N ight!
J\ 11 is ca lm, all is bright,
'Round yon virgin m oth er a nd chil d!
H oly infant, so tend er and mi ld,
Sleep in h ea venl y peace.
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Glories st ream from, h eaven a fa r,
H eaven ly hos ts sin g A ll eluia ·
Christ th e Sa Yiour is born.
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Silent N igh t, H oly Ni g ht!
Guidin g star, lend thy light,
See th e eastern wi sernen brin g,
Gifts a nd h omage t o our Kin g,
J esu s the Saviour is born .
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"Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht!
Alles schlaeft, einsam wacht
Nur das traute, heilige Paar,
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
Schalf' in himmlischer Ruh'!"

P. B. I. MESSENGER
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"Silent Night, Holy Night"
(Poem on front cover)
High up in the Austrian Alps, in the region
known as the Tyrol-"the land in the mountains"-we find the birthplace of "Silent
Night, Holy Night." Here, the Tyrolean
peaks, world-famed for their snow-capped
grandeur, rise in lofty simplicity into the
cool clear air, guarding little smiling, peaceful valleys.
Far up in these Alpine mountains, where
a love of music is nature's gift to every
, child, nestles the remote town of Oberndorf, Austria. Here in 1818 lived a devout
young Austrian priest, Joseph Mohr, and his
friend the village schoolmaster and church
organist, Franz Gruber, who were together
destined to give to the world this beautiful
Christmas hymn. The two men, both great
lovers of music, had often talked of the fact
that "the perfect Christmas song had not
yet been found."
Meditating on this thought, Mohr sat in his
church study on Christmas Eve, 1818. Outside, the hushed stillness of the night
heightened the snow-clad beauty of the
mountain scene. The pure spirit of those
high peaks filled his heart with a vision of
the radiant peace and joy of the first Christmas tidings, "Jesus, the Saviour Is Born."
The thoughts which had been long forming
in his mind suddenly found clear, musical
expression that night in the song which we
have come to know and love as "Silent
Night, Holy Night."
We are giving the first stanza in German,
just as Joseph Mohr wrote it that night:

The next morning, Christmas day, Mohr
hurried to his friend's home with the manuscript of his previous song. Gruber read it
intently, and exclaimed with uncontrolled
enthusiasm, "Friend Mohr, you have found
it-the right song-God be praised!"
Gruber thrilled with the spirit of his
friend's verses, at once set to work to compose a perfect melody for "the perfect
song." Finally the soft, flowing air we now
use came to him. "It sings itself, your
song," he cried to the delighted priest.
Gruber's real contribution to music lies in
the beauty and simplicity of the tune, in its
perfect blending in spirit with Mohr's verses. The two men then sang the hymn over
together, to have it ready for the church
service that night.
Later in the same evening, when the villagers were gathered in the gray little mountain church, Mohr and Gruber sang their
new Christmas song before its first audience. It touched these listeners deeply, and
after the service, they thanked the two
friends with tears of joy in their eyes.
The story of how the song spread from its
mountain home in the Tyrol, to become one
of the Christmas favorites in all parts of
the world is full of interest. Only very slowly did it come into fame. For nearly a year
after its first appearance the song lay almost forgotten in Gruber's desk. Then, in
November 1819, the church organ had to be
repaired, and the repair man, when he had
finished, asked Gruber to play something to
test the organ. The beautiful melody of
"Silent Night" came back to Gruber's mind,
and he played it. So entranced was the organ builder that he begged to take a copy of
the song home with him, to his little town
across the mountains.
In this new village four sisters by the
name of Strasser, known for their welltrained voices, learned it, and "Silent Night"
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(turn to page three)

The Christ of Christmas
What if Christ had not come! Yes, what
a tragic thought! Christmas is the very
least of the blessings brought to us through
Christ's coming to earth; yet we look forward to it more than to any other date on
our calendar. Christmas to us means homecoming, family reunion, gifts, good food,
caroling, and a world of other associations
dear to our hearts.
But, it means much more to the one who
knows the Christ of 8hristmas. He, who is
the Prince of Peace, has brought peace to
that one whose heart was restless and dissatisfied. He has filled the sorrowful and
sad with joy unspeakable and full of glory.
He has brought hope to the destitute, downhearted, and discouraged. Instead of seeking redemption by the stern requirements
of the law, we are "accepted in the beloved." Instead of fearing the unknown future,
he who knows the Master of the future can
confidently step into the unknown. These,
and many more, are the blessings brought
to the one who knows the Christ.
Think, for a moment, just what your life
would be if you had never known Christ
nor celebrated Christmas. Although there
• may be many in this country who do not
know Christ, they are, nevertheless, reaping
the benefits of His coming. On the other
hand, many in heathen lands have never
heard of the Christ nor enjoyed Christmas.
For them this season of the year means
nothing in the way of festivity. Yet, there
are those, even among them, who have
learned to know Christ and who are now
celebrating Christmas.
In China, for instance, practically !'!very
group of Christians observes that day. There
isn't, however, anything peculiarly Chinese
about the celebration, because their customs
have been transmitted directly through the
missionaries who brought the gospel to
them. A German missionary brought German customs, a British missionary, customs
from his land, and likewise, the American.
But, on the whole, the celebrations center
around the church and are not so much a
part of the home or family life as w.e have

them In · this country. The . children, and
even the grown-ups of the Sunday School,
love to have part in the Christmas program
which is usually held in the evening. They
dress in their best clothes and can hardly
wait till the end of · the program when all
the children are presented with a treat of
candy, fruit -and peanuts, or something of
the sort. The Chinese love to decorate their .
church to add to the festive atmosphere
and will often go to elaborate extremesdecorative arches covered with artificial
flowers are frequently a prominent feature.
Special colors, such as red and green, or
blue, mean nothing to them. As long as a ·
colorful effect is created, ·the colors make
no difference. Caroling has been· a favorite
custom among some groups just as it is in
this country. Sometimes they will spend the
better part of a night going from house to
house.
Whatever the celebrations may be, in this
or other lands, Christ must ever be the
center and the theme of Christmas. Let us
bear this in mind as we. enter another ·
Christmas season.
MISS ELSIE BARTEL
(From Page Two)
became the favorite of the "Stras·s er Quar:
tette." One · day the girls were invited to
sing the hymn in the great cathedral of Leipzig, in Germany, and so this beautiful Christmas song was brought to this large city.
From one music-lover to another the hymn
was passed on. Still it was without a name,
and was known simply as "The Tyrole.s~
Song," because it had first come from the
Tyrolean Alps. With that title It was printed in 1842 for the first time, twenty-four
years after ·it had been composed.
· Still further honor came to the hymn In
1854, when the full choir of the Imperial
Church in Berlin, Germany, sang it before
the Emperor Frederick Wilhelm IV. So enthusiastic was he that "Silent Night" was
ordered by him to be given first place in all
religious Christmas programs. From that
time on, the ·song has been put into other
languages and carried all over the world.It touches a . heartfelt need, and brings
calm and peace to all who hear its strains.

Three

School Receives Recognition
We are happy to inform our readers and
aU intereste·d friends of the Institute, that
Our Bible Institute received recognition as
a general conference school at the last general conference held at Dinuba, California.
Through this recognition the school will receive from the general conference · both
moral and financial support, which will indeed be highly appreciated.
The general conference also went on record favoring a well planned and coordinated educational program within the conference whereby all duplicating of time and
money shall be eliminated and the work
which is offered shall be fully accepted by
all the schools involved.

printed well justifies the expenditure. The
pictures of both of the two years of the
school's existence will be shown to see how
the school has progressed and how God has
so· graciously undertaken in this work. We
trust that through this annual many young
men and women may decide to enroll in
this Institute and train for the important
work of promoting the cause of Christ.
For your convenience of mailing your contributions to this office, we have prepared
the following coupon :
Please clip and mail

Date: ............................19........
Pacific Bible Institute
1095 No. Van Ness
Fresno 3, Calif.
Enclosed $3.00 for an annual or $10,00
as a booster and an annual.

The School's First Annual

Name: ................................................................

The student body has decided to publish
an annual which will be the school's first
year book. A staff has been elected upon
whose shoulders rest the heavy responsibilities to sponsor this important project.

Address: ························-···································

The annual staff realizes that not only
does this project require many hours of dili·gent labor but are conscious that it also
entails a heavy financial obligation.

Address: ............................................................

Since we have decided to get our support from our Christian friends and men
and women who have the work of this Bible
Institute at heart rather than through business firm advertisements, we are placing
the following proposition before you:

Peace rules the day when Christ rules
the mind.

1. For a contribution of ten dollars you

City ....................................................................
Name of Business Firm or Booster:

Wiener Roast

lar contribution, we urge you to purchase a copy which sells for three dollars.

The study body and faculty. enjoyed a
blessed time of fellowship when Miss Bartel, Miss Wiebe and the dining room hostess planned a wiener roast at Roeding
Park in conjunction with our regular Monday family night. Everyone partook heartily
of the baked beans, wieners, buns, pickles
and ice cream that had been prepared.

We are well aware' of the fact that the
publication of this annual will be quite an
expense, however, we feel quite confident
that the purpose for which this book is

After supper some time was spent in
singing and testimonials. Socials of this nature serve to buildup the body as well as
edify the soul.

will receive an annual with your name
or name of the business firm printed
in it.
2. If you are unable to make a ten dol-
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Matthew VI: 20-21

School Notes
Christmas brings thoughts of home. Those
from out of the State that will be going
home are Selma and Viola Goossen, Anne
Thiessen, and Dorothy Wiens.
We regret that Emma Berg and Doris
Kliewer have left school. Emma is going to
Washington as Mrs. Kofeld. and Doris went
home to take care of her mother, who recently underwent a major operation.
Rosie Nord recently announced her engagement to Menno Regier. It was announced during an informal gathering in
one of the rooms of the dormitory. Mr. Regier is the son of Mrs. P. P . Regier of Enid,
Oklahoma.
The school h ad a week of Thanksgiving
vacation during which time many attended
the Pacific Coast Conference at Reedley.
Students were also permitted to go to the
General Conference at Dinuba, California.
The students who have been on the sick
list during the last month are: Wilma Ulsh,
Esther Peters, and Olga Dick. We are happy that they are again with us.
The housing situation of the faculty is
still very acute. Prof. and Mrs. Richert are
still without a home and are eagerly awaiting the day when they shall move into their
own residence. Melvin Yost, one of our married men students has also been unable to
locate a house so that he can move his
family to Fresno.
Wilma Dick, our efficient office bookkeeper, missed school the week of the General Conference in order to serve as office
secretary for the reception committee.
We were very happy for the interest
shown to the school by the many visits we
had during the time of the conference.
The Ladies Chorus has been presenting
programs at various places. Sunday, December 9, they went to Bakersfield. On December 19 they will render a program at
the M. B. Church in Fresno.
Helen Fast was pleasantly surprised on
her birthday when some of her friends invited her to their room and presented her
with gifts. Choruses were sung and refreshments were served.

By FRANK J. WIENS

From time to time we desire ·to submit a
report to our constituency concerning our
financial needs as well as a report showing
how our needs are being met.
God has wonderfully blessed us, and we
give Him the praise and honor. We acknowledge Him- to be the gjver of every good
and perfect gift. We realize, however, that
God entrusts His wealth to all of mankind,.
and we are grateful that as a whole our
supporters are proving to be faithful stewards indeed. We thank you, our contributors, for your loyal support.
OUR PRESENT NEEDS

1. Each year we will need to receive suf-

ficient money to meet our educational operating expenses, paying for teaching salaries. and various fixed educational expenses
in connection with operating a Bible Institute.
2. Because we are a school which is still
in its very early stages, we have certain
expenditures which are rather large, but ,
will not need to be made (;ach year. The
purchase of property and equipment comes
in this class. We expect to move into our
new property (the Y.W.C.A. bldg.) shortly"
after the first of the year and we are now
making a special appeal for contributions
to purchase the needed furniture for our
new premises. We encourage individuals or
groups to purchase the entire furnishings
for any of the rooms or offices so that
pror. .:!r recognition can be given to each
doner.
3. We will need a men's dormitory, and
we bring this to th,e attention of our readers.
4. w ·e see the real need to establish a
reserve fund. The day may arrive when
money will not be so plentiful and we desire to be prepared for this as well.
HOW YOU HAVE SUPPLl·ED OUR NEEDS

Since July 1, 1945, to November 30, 1945,
the fellowing contributions have been received :
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Blaine, Washington ------------$
Dallas, Oregon --------------------Salem, Oregon -------------------Orland, 'California -------------S~n . Jose, Calif. -----------------Fresno, Calif.

Please clip and mail

118.83

122-42
24.32
124.27
33.74
201.68
5,666.82
R~edley, ~alif.
85,00
Dinuba, Calif.
250.00
Shafter, Calif.
Rosedale, Calif. ________:___:___:_ 7W.64
Bakersfield, Calif. -------------- 784.00
Los Angeles, Calif,_____________ _ 510.66

Name:

Other. organizations -----------21:00
Special offerings :_________________ 1,190.92

Address: ------------------------------------------------------------

Date:----------------------------------· 19 _______ _
Pacific Bible Institute
1095 No. Van Ness
Fresno 3, Calif.
I am herewith enclosing $-----------------------as my contribution to the Pacific Bible
Institute.
May God add His blessing to this gift.
Very sincerely,

Total Contributions
Received -------------------------.->- 9,890.30
During this period a ' special solicitation
campaign was launched by the Field Representative in the Reedley .. church and th'e
Rosedale church.
' Duri~g the early ·part of December a campaign is bein.g conducted .also 1in the K.M.B.
'Church, which report. will appear in a later'
issue.
By a special offering received at · the
P.B.I. Day on September 30, '1945, we received $508.09. At the Pacific District Conference held in Reedley recently, offerings
in the amount of $682.03 were received.
i

May God bless every contributor.
SPECIAL APPEAL

Have you possibly wondered just where
to place your .c haritable contributions? We
realize many of our friends desire to cont~ibute liberally from their 1945 earnings.
The Federal Government allows a deduction of 15% for income tax purposes, and
s,ince December 31 is the deadline, we are
asking your special attention at this time.
"But lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth'
corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal : For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also."

Chapel
Some very challenging and inspirational
speakers have been in our midst since the
beginning of this semester. We have been
privileged to be edified through their messages during our short chapel period.
Rev. John Wiebe, returned missionary.
from Africa, who worked for nine years under the Sudan Interior Mission, gave us a
stirring message based on John 15 :15-16.
He pointed out that the Lord has given each
one of us a call into active service, and the
question is not, "How can I know whether
I should be a missionary to the foreign
field" but -am I certain that the Lord has
called me to stay at home?"
Rev. Dan Friesen, pastor, at Mountain
Lake, Minnesota, directed oµr meditations
to thoughtful channels as he cP,aJienged us
to Play the Game of Life for an Eter11al
Score. Rev. Friesen conducted a week of
Revival Services at the Fresno M. B. Church
and our students had further opportunity
to hear him.
We have also been fortunate to have
Dr. P. C. Hiebert with us who gave us a
very worthwhile message on the "Don't Miss
It of Life?" which included: "Don't miss the
adventure of a personal acquaintance with
God, the thrill of leading a soul to Christ,
nor the exaltation that follows a joyful wll-

lingness to suffer for Christ. Dr. Hiebert
speaks from a very rich background, having been at one time President of Tabor
College, Instructor at Sterling College, and
at present is chairman of the Mennonite
Central Committee.
Rev. Waldo Wiebe and Rev. Dan Goertzen, students at the Central Baptist Seminary at Kansas City have also been with
us. Rev. Wiebe is also a pastor of a church
at Tampa, Kansas. Rev. Wiebe's remarks
centered on H ebrews 6: 1 where we are
commanded to "Go on to perfection." Rev.
Goertzen showed us the three types of people and the three ways to deal with them
as shown in Jude, verses 22 and 23.
Rev. B. J. Braun, who is studying in the
Baptist Seminary at Los Angeles, spoke to
us on "The Prayer of Faith." His message
was based on Luke 18:1-8. We still remember with gratitude the blessing we received
from his ministry in our Bible Emphasis
Week last year.
We recently had Rev. H . D. Wiebe, pastor
of the M. B. Church at Rosedale, who is
also the secretary of the school board, as
our speaker. He made short comments on
Isaiah 58: 6-12, Matt. 5: 13, II Corinthians
' 2: 15-17 and II Corinthians 5: 19, 20. Another
recent visitor was Rev. H. E. Wiens of
Mountain Lake, Minnesota. Rev. Wiens has
been an instructor in the Mountain Lake
Bible School for 20 years.
We truly have appreciated and have been
benefited by these men of God as they
brought us these direct messages from the
Word of God. We wish them God's richest
blessing as they continue in His work.

Class Activities
In this issue we continue to describe to
our readers the courses which are offered
here in the Bible Institute. We trust that
this may assist prospective students to decide to enroll in the Institute and prepare
for Christian service.

MUSIC THEORY

Theory, Sight Singing and Ear Training
are beginner's courses designed for both
Bible and music students. It consists in the
study of notation, division of time, scales
and intervals, melodic diction in the treble
and bass clefs, for one or more voices.
These courses enable the student to read
moderately difficult music at sight. Phrasing, diction and rhythmical feeling are
stressed. One part and two part exercises in
all keys, employing both step-wise and skipwise melody, chromatic and diatonic. Melodic and harmonic diction is given regularly.
We trust that through these courses the
students may yield their music talents to
the Lord and souls may be brought to the
saving knowledge of Christ.
SCHOOL OF PRAYER

The Pacific Bible Institute is offering a
special course in Prayer. In this course we
are trying to find Bible grounds to assist the
student in the highly important task of
prayer. Praying is not only a past time, not •
only a formality of habits which mother
taught us, but it is God's appointed means
and ways for His children to get things
which they must have to advance the command of 'Christ to bring the Gospel to the
unconverted everywhere. The salvation of
souls can only be brought about through
prayer. "We h ave not, because ye ask not."
The course in "Prayer" is of course only
a m eans which shall serve as an incentive
to acquire more information and inspfration
in the prayer life of the student. To carry on a definite program of prayer and
prayer life, the students have their private
devotions, they have group prayer meetings· and are asked to make much use of the
prayer closet.
In the course of "Prayer" we are following Dr. John R. Rice's book on "Prayer."
The author of this book is an experienced
evangelist and can point out very clearly
the practical aspect of the prayer life. He
points out too, that prayer is the means

Seven

and the privilege of God's people to get
things from God by definite asking for the
things needed. After the disciples asked the
Lord to teach them to pray, H e gave them
a de finite outline of requests which they
were privileged to ask. (Luke 11: 2-4.)
We believe that through this study the
Rtudents shalJ prove to be more useful as
prayer warriors in God's program.
'I

LIFE OF CHR IST

Dr. _A. T. Robertson's "A Harmony of the
Gospels" is the textbook which is used in
~n1r study of the Life of Christ. This course
treats the events of the earthly life of our
Lord in their chronological order and religious conditions of the world at the time
of Jesus' earthly life. Students are required
to engage in much outside reading in stancl"arcl books dealing with the subject matter.
Much light i~ thrown on passages which
can hardly be understood when the context
and original setting are unobserved . Much
-time fa spent when we come to the blessed
discourses direct from the lips of our clear
Lord.
In this class the students make interest_ing disco~e.ries. Some are surprised how
_much there is to learn in a course that car~ "r ies such a familiar name. Others are more
and more amazed at the glory of the Son
of GOl ·n his practical every clay rela'.tions hip in his family and co~munity. Others
change the expression of their faces as a
Scripture passage so long not understood is
illum inated in their soul. But there is hardly a heart that fails to marvel at the dying
love of our Lord. "Having loved his own
which were' in the world, he loved them
unto the encl." John 13 :13. "Why did he
love me so?"

Thanksgiving Dinner
"O come, let us sing unto the Lord:
Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of
our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with
thanksgiving,
And make a joyful noise unto him with
psalms.

For the Lord is a great Goel, and a great
King
Above all gods."
We here in school, indeed, have much
for 'vhich to be thankful. For the Lord haR
bountifully supplied our needs above all
that we could ask or think.
In most of the civilized countries of the
world one day in a year is set aside as a
day of thankfulness to God for His bounties, so we at school felt that it was altogether fitting and proper to set aside a clay
of Thanksgiving to God.
In preparation fop this annual occasion
Miss Wiebe with a score of helpers were
busily engaged in the kitchen frying chicken, the smell of which prevacled the atmosphere, while Miss Bartel with another group
were ananging and decorating the tables
with autumn fruits and leaves. The result
was a wonderful chicken dinner with all
the trimmings.
We were privileged at this occasion to
have as our guest and speaker Dr. P. C.
Hiebert. Mr. Otto Richert sang a solo. The
ladies trio then sang two numb ers, "Goel Is
Love" and "A Child of the King."
In the midst of our dinner we were pleasantly' surprised with the announcement of
the engagement of Miss Emma Berg to Mr.
Albert Kofeld of Blaine, Washington.
At the close we were given · the opportunity to testify and many availed themselves of this opportunity. After a session
of prayer we were dismissed with our
hearts filled with gratitude toward, God for
all His wonderful tokens of love.
Those present were the faculty and m embers of their families, and th e whole s tudent body including the wives of our mnrriecl m en.
DETTY KLASSEN
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