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The New Messenger Staff
Forms Policy
The Staff of the P. B. I. Messenger was
g~eatly strengthened in the fall election of
the student body held in the opening week
of school. The staff for the first semester
will consist of the following members: Editor, S. W. Goossen; Associate Editor. Ol ga
Dick; Reporters, Joanne Becker, Anne Thiessen, and Melvin Nikkel.
It is our ferv e nt prayer that the Lord may
richly bestow His blessings upon this important work of bringing to our interested
friends ano/the constituency of the Conference reacyrng material which shall be both
spirituall,Y edifying and instructive, and
, shall aYso inform our readers with the work
and ,/levelopments of . the institution. We
tru lt that, as we assume our duties cheerf't'.illy. we may be directed and guided by
the Holy Spirit, so that the "Messenger"
may in the ensuing year prove to be indeed .
a harbinger of glad tidings. We invite you
t.o write to us concerning your reactions to
thi s monthly paper which is the .•official organ of the Bible Institute.

We are also announcing to our readers
that starting with this issue we shall pursue somewhat a different policy than that
which was followed last year. It was our
policy in the first year of school to solicit
for subscribers, and at the same time, while
our list of regular subscribers was relatively
small, to give free copies to the various
churches of the conference, to acquaint as
many as possible with the work and progress of the school. However, we have prayerfully studied the matter regarding the
most profitable way of distributing the
"Messenger" and have adopted another plan.

C nt

No. 1

We are going to give the "Messenger"
free to all the contributors of the Bible Institute. The money which we have received
so far from subscribers will be regarded as
a donation to the school. We trust that this
procedure will meet with the approval of
the subscribers. We shall endeavor to obtain as far as this is possible, a list of names
of the various members of the churches of
the conference who have contributed to
the Bible Institute. If you have donated to
the school and you do not receive our paper,
we would greatly appreciate if you would
inform us so we may put your name on our
mailing list.
We are looking forward to a very profitable school year and sincerely covet your
prayers on behalf of the work of the Bible
Institute.

Evening School
For the benefit of all those who cannot
attend our regular course during the day,
but desire to continue their Bible education,
we extend the opportunity to take up work
in our evening school. Those students who
take the work for credit must meet the regular entrance requirements and do the same
amount of work per semester hour as is required of the day students. Auditors are
exempt from class assignments, but are
asked to pay a nominal registration fee.
The courses offered are a part of the Day
School Curricula and are taught by regular
members of the faculty. Students receive
the same credit as is allowed for the Day
School. All Christian workers, who are ·i nterested and concerned to become more efficient in their work, are urged to avail
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themselves of the valuable training which
the school offers. Ministers are welcome to
visit classes at any time.
The evening school began its instruction
on October 2 commencing at 7: 30 p.m. The
following courses will be taught· the first
semester:
Tuesday-Chorus (open to all lovers of
music, Oratorio and Cantata work will be
undertaken) Otto Richert.
Thursday - Personal Evangelism, (J. J.
Toews); Principles of Sunday School T eaching (J. J. Gerbrandt); Public Speaking (Sam
Wiens); Old Testament Synthesis, ( (S. W.
Goossen).

Harmony Hall
"But Jesus beheld them and said unto
them, With men this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible." The promise in
this verse has again been vividly impressed
upon our minds.
The time had come when the school
should open its doors for another year of
study. The students would arrive within a
few days, but there was no place to leave
them, since we could not occupy our newly
purchased building as yet. Prayer and supplication was made, trusting that God would
also supply room for the students he had
sent to us.
It is almost impossible to find an empty
building anywhere, and one that would be
vacant a nd for rent would surely be a definite a nswer to prayer. After careful meditation inquiry was made about the basement of a building close to our institute.
Mr. Cooper, owner of the building, told Mr.
Goossen that the basement was occupied,

but the rest of the two-story building was
empty ·and for rent. Such leading brings to
our minds the verse we find in Eph. 3: 20"Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh
in us."
Again knees were bent, this time in
praise and thanksgiving for God's care and
love towards His children.
The building is used as a girls' dormitory.
It has acquired the name "Harmony Hall"
because of the harmonious spirit prevailing
among students, and part of the building is
used for Prof. Richert's music studio from
which harmonious strains of music come
floating through the rooms.

Faculty-Student Social
Our campus has been a very busy place
since the opening day of school. S.tudents
have arrived from different par ts of California, Washington, Oregon and Oklahoma.
Several of our faculty member,~ also came
from the various states.
On Tuesday evening the faculty arranged ,
for a fine reception to the students. A few
minutes before eight everyone gathered on
the front lawn of our m ain administra tion
building. After everyone was assembled in••
the building, the double doors of the reception and music room had to be opened to
find sufficient space to hold the group. Rev.
Goossen opened the program with prayer,
and then presented Frank Wiens, who was
in charge of the games. After a time of
wholesome la ughter Professor Richert, our
music instructor, led the group in a h earty,
joyous sing-spiration. Mr. E'dwin Kopper led
in a short devotional period. Each student
was then asked to introduce himself. Refreshments were served to a group of about
sixty students and faculty members. The
students all enjoyed the splendid social evening and feel there exists a close bond of
unity one with another.
Bible verses will save you from spiritual
reverses.
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Institute Staff
S. W. GOOSSEN, A.B., Th.M.

Rev. Goossen is the Dean of the Institute and also assumes
the duties as president until that position will be filled. He
has been with the Institute since it was founded. He received his academic training at the Fresno State College
and his theological training at the L. A. Baptist T h eological Seminary. He is the instructor in Doctrine, 0. T.
Synthesis, Exposition in Hebrews, Greek, and Biblical
Introduction.

J. J. TOEWS, A .B., Th.B.

Rev. Toews is another member on the staff who has been
with the school from its inception. He has received his
academic training at the vVillamette University and his
theological training at Wes tern Baptist Theological Seminary. Besides serving the Institute he is also the pastor of
th e M. B. Church at Shafter. He is instructor in Life of
Christ, Personal Evangelism, N . T. Synth esis and Theology.

JACOB J. GERBRANDT, Th.B.

Rev. Gerbrandt is a new member on the staff coming to u s
from Marion, South Dakota, where he ser ved as pastor for
several years. He received his academic training at Tabor .
College and his theological training at the American Bible
College. He is instructor in Child Psychology, School of
Prayer, Homiletics, Pedagogy, S. S. Evangelism, and is in
charge of th e Practical Vv ork Department.

OTTO RICHERT, A.B.

Mr. Richert joins the Institute staff this year as Director
of the Music D epartment. He comes to u s from Detroit,
Michigan, where he h as b een serving as director of music
at the Conner A venu e Baptist Church. Mr. Richert has
r eceived his training at Tabor College and Bethany College.
He has b een an instructor in Voice for a period of twelve
years.
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Institute Staff
ELS,IE BARTEL, A. B.

Miss Bartel is the daughter of R ev. and Mrs. H. C. Bartel
of China where sh e has spent the wh ole period of h er early
life. Sh e joins our staff this year as D ean of W om en h aving
served in this capacity in a nother institution. She has r eceived h er training at Tabor College and Wheaton College.
Besides fillin g th e position as D ean of vVomen sh e is the
instructor in Missions and English .

FRANK J. WIENS, A.B.

Mr. Wiens has assumed the duties on th e staff as o ur new
Business Manager and Field Representative. He has received his academic a nd business training at Fresno State
College. Mr. \!Viens has considerable practical business
training h aving served as offi ce manager in a business for
m any years.

SAM WIENS

Rev. Wiens served the Institute faithfully last year as Bu siness Manager and F ield R epresentative. He has r elinqu ished those duties for this year, but w ill still be connected with the Institute as an instructor in the evening
school. He has r eceived his academic training at Tabor
College and his theological tra ining at th e Central Baptist
Seminary at Kan sas City.

MARTHA WIEBE

Miss vViebe is fi llin g th e very importa nt position o n th e
staff as D ietician. Miss Wieb e h as h ad Bible training at
Tabor Coll ege and at the N orthwest ern Bible Institute.
Sh e is well qualified for th e position having served as
D ietician in another institution.
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which to meditate. We greatly appreciated
all we had heard and felt that surely the
blessing of God was upon us, and His Spirit
was with us. Rev. J. N. C'. Hiebert closed
the chapel period with prayer.

Registration Day
As the second official yea r of the Pacific
Bible Institute began September 17, 1945,
there were many happy faces appearing on
the campus. Friends who had 15eeri parted
for three months greeted each other heartily. We a lso were glad for the new faces of
the freshmen students who all received a
warm welcome.

The rest of the morning and afternoon
was spent by the students in settling down
to the task of planning their program for
the semester. Faculty members · were near_
at hand to help us solve any problems that
might arise. We were all pleased to see so
many different courses listed on the curricula.

There' was much activity also as the girls
moved their baggage into the dormitories
and looked over their prospective rooms for
the coming semester. Parents of students.
ministers and friends of the school stood
chatting in groups, and a ltogether it made
our hearts very glad.

W e gathered for supper at 5: 30 and h~d a
blessed time of fellowsh,ip together at this
first meal. After the meal we soon retired
to our rooms to get things in order for the
beginning of classes the next morning.
Room-mates became acquainted and "across
the hall" neighbors began their associations.

We all gathered in the basement of the
school for the opening ch§:pel service. Prof.
Otto Richert, our new music director, led
the group in a familiar hymn, which was
followed by an ,opening prayer. The Dean
of the instituty, gave us all a hearty w elcome and a sr,ort message centering on the
importance ~ Bible Institute work. He then
introduced, che faculty and staff, whereupon
each one gave a personal testimony and solicited m'tr help for the coming school year.

The first day of school proved to be very
enjoyable and we all look forward to a year
of blessed fellowship.
The following is our student register up
to date:

Th/m followed a number of witnesses who
te,st'{fied to the progress of our school and
also gave s hort talks which were spiritually
' edifying. Private Henry Heinrichs, a student
of _last year, now in the services of his
country spoke briefly but very earnestly
to the group about the spiritual condition
exist ing in our a rmy camps. The chairman
and the treasurer of the board of directors,
A. A. Schroeter and J . D. Hofer, respectively, gave to us .short talks reminding us of
the importance of acquiring spiritual fervor
and zeal in our preparation for Christian
service.
R ev. John Siemens of Dinuba presented to
us the need of a Bible Institute training i_n
order to m eet the n eed for more efficiently
trained ministers.
The Immanuel Bible School of Reedley
was presented by the principal, J. N. C. Hiebert, and one instructor, Clarence Hofer.
Both gave us fine counsel and truths upon
J:i'ive

Agee, Inez, Bakersfield, (Rosedale), Calif.
Becker, Joanne, Shafter, Calif.
Beier, Dorothy, Reedley, Calif.
Berg, Emma, Fresno, Calif.
Dick, Olga, Reedley, Calif.
Dick, Wilma, Dinuba, Calif.
Driedger, Grace, Reedley, Calif.
Dyck, Susie, Dinuba, Calif.
Dyck, Tiena, Dinuba, Calif.
Eirich, Dorothy, Bakersfield, (Rosedale)
Calif.
Epp, Elvina, R eedley, Calif.
Fast, Alice, Bakersfield, Calif.
Fast, Ann, Reedley, Calif.
Fast, Helen, Reedley, Calif.
Fast, Ted, Dallas, Oregon.
Fast, Mrs. Ted, Dallas, Oregon.
Fleishau er, Harold, Bakersfield, (Rosedale) Calif.
Funk, Margaret, Corn, Oklahoma.
Goossen, A. B., Fresno, Calif.
Goossen, Selma, ·washington, Blaine.
Goossen, Viola, Washington, Blaine.
Harms, Susie, Dinuba, Calif.

Heinrichs, Albert, Bakersfiield, (Rosedale)
Calif.
Hiebert, Bill, Shafter, Calif.
Hodel, Lenora, Bakersfiield, Calif.
Hoff, David, Fresno, Calif.
Huebert, Norman, Fresno, Calif.
Janzen, John, Fresno, Calif.
Klassen, Betty, Reedley, (Parlier), Calif.
Kliewer, Doris, Bakersfield, (Rosedale)
Calif.
Kliewer, E'd na, Los Angeles, Calif.
Kopper, Dorothy, Bakersfiield, Calif.
Kopper, Edwin, Fresno, Calif.
Krause, Verna Mae, Dinuba, Calif.
Kroeker, Lorena, Dinuba, Calif.
Neufeld, Berdine, Bakersfield, Calif.
Neufeld, Hilda, Dinuba, Calif.
Neufeld, Nadine, Bakersfield, Calif.
Nikkel, Melvin, Bakersfiield, (Rosedale)
Calif.
Nord, Rosie, Bakersfield, Calif.
Penner, Hannah, Corn, Oklahoma.
Peters, Esther, Reedley, Calif.
Quiring, Tena, Los Angeles, Calif.
Thiessen, Anne., Blaine, Washington.
Thiessen, Bertha, Dinuba, Calif.
Thiessen, Elsie, Reedley, Calif.
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Thiessen, Helen, Fresno, Calif.
Ulsh, Wilma, Fresno, Calif.
Wall, Bernard, Madera, Calif.
Wall, Clara, Madera, Calif.
Warkentin, Mildred, Reedley, Calif.
Wiebe, Helen, Reedley, Calif.
Wiens, Dorothy, Dallas, Oregon.
Yost, Melvin, Winton, Calif.

The doorstep to the temple of wisdom
is a knowledge of your own ignorance.

Piano Instructor

P. B. I. Day
The Pacific Bible Institute deemed it a
great privilege to invite the churches of the
conference for its second annual opening
day. The services were conducted at the
Fresno State College Auditorium on September 30, commencing at 2: 30 p.m.
Professor Richert led in general singing of
the two hymns after which Rev. Goossen
extended a cordial welcome to the audience.
It was indeed elating to see that the whole
auditorium and the balcony were filled to
capacity. Rev. Jacob Gerbrandt led in the
invocation. The Bible Institute furnished the
music on the program consisting of the
Ladies Octette, the Men's Chorus, the School
Chorus and a solo by Mr. Otto Richert.
We were privileged to have as our guest
speaker Dr. A. J. Harms, pastor of the Burns
Avenue Baptist Church, Dntroit, Michigan.
His theme centered on the "Wonders of
God's Word." He conveyed k us very vividly how the Eternal ·Testimom " s of God excelled that of every other book. 'l'~e message
was timely and highly challengin5.
The dean of the institute, Rev. G"lossen,
presented the work of the school and ;ntro- ·'
duced the members of the staff who in \:1rn
gave their testimonies. Rev. J . D. Hofe r,
trea surer of the board of directors, was
c a I 1 e d upon to r e c e i v e the offering
during which Mrs. Otto Richert played the
Offertory. The offering will be applied to the
support of the school. We pray that God may
richly reward every contributor. The bene·
diction was offered by Rev. J. D. Hofer.
A da y like this is most profitable not only
in receiving rich spiritual blessings but a lso
uniting the different churches more closely
in this great enterprise of the Bible Institute work which we have unitedly undertaken .

Mrs. Richert is serving our institute as a
private instructor in Piano. She received
her musical training at Bethany College,
Lindsburg, Kansas. She is well experienced,
having served as a private piano instructor
for a period of several years.

Bear not a single ca re thyself
One is too much for thee;
The work is Mine, and Mine alone.
Thy work is rest to Me.
Six

sin and gives meaning to life.

The Student Body Organizes
Following the example of all institutions
of learning which believe in granting to the
students a great voice in self-government,
the student body of the Bible Institute met
to organize itself for a year of work. After
prayers were rendered for guidance to make
a wise selection of officers, the election began in the chapel period of September 19,
with E'd Kopper, the president of last semester, presiding.
The election was very orderly and a cooperative spirit prevailed throughout the
meeting. Many elections have a tendency to
become monotonous and confusion often
prevails, but not so with this one. While
waiting for election returns, Mr. Otto Richert, the new music instructor, led in singing some familiar choruses and many blessings were received by all.
The results of the election proved to be
. very commendable. The officers elected are
as follows:

1

President, John Janzen.
Vice-president, Edwin Kopper.
Stude1'it Body Council - A. B. Goossen,
Anne, i<'ast, Norman Huebert.
Afiociate E'd itor of Messenger, Olga Dick.
I\.eporters for Messenger- Anne Thiessen,
Joanne Becker, Melvin Nikkel.
Editor of Annual, Dorothy Kopper.
Associate Editor, Anne Fast.
Business Manager, Annual, Clara ·wan.
Associate Members of Annual Staff- Betty Klassen, Wilma Dick, Harold Fleishauer.
Food Committee-Alice Fast, Rosie Nord,
Bernard Wall.
The new officers have already assumed
their responsibilities and are .working very
hard. We, the student body of P. B. I., believe that, with your prayer and God's help
this year will be a very successful one.

A Testimony
We, the students, at P. B. I. are very
grateful for this opportunity of studying
the Bible so that we may become better
witnesses of the Gospel which saves from

Our aim is that, by God's grace our /
school shall be a beacon light from which
the light of the unsearchable Gospel of
Christ shall shine forth.
We wish to express our appreciation to
the board of directors for the excellent
staff of teachers. We shall give them our
fullest co-operation.
Our anticipation is almost boundless
when we think of the future home of our
school. We are anxiously waiting for the day
when we shall take possession of it.
JOHN JANSEN,
(Student Body President).

The Wise and Foolish
Builders
(Matt. 7: 24-29 & Lu. 6: 43-49)
"Whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man which built his house
upon the rock."
The Lord presents this picture. of the wise
and foolish builders to his disciples at the
conclusion of His long and challenging sermon on the mount in order to impress His
disciples with the necessity of obedience
to his commands.
In this parable He endeavors to have His
disciples grasp the importance that the new
way of life that He has come to establish
does not consist of words alone. Having
heard the gracious words of instruction, the
Lord wants the disciples to see that something more than hearing is necessary. The
Pharisees also proposed to have a way of
life consisting merely of empty, meaningless words. The validity of His teaching
should show itself in the fruits it would
produce. The "doing of His words" could
best be illustrated in a picture with which
they were familiar.
As we look into this parable it is important to note that the disciples had all been
under the same -instruction. He did not expect more of one than He did of the other.
They had been hearing His words, now what
would their reaction be to what they had

Seven
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heard. We observe in this account the following: 1. There were two, classes of hearers in the mixed multitude that listened to
Christ. 'T hose that heard and would do as
they had heard. Then there were those like
the Pharisees. they had ears but heard not.
They had listened to the words of Christ
but the words made no impressions on them.
He separates them, one from the other, as
He will at the great day, when all nations
shall be gathered before him. 2. Those that
hear and do are likened unto a wise man.
That means that "doing" the words of
Christ is symbolic of wisdom. If the words
of Christ are heard by those that are wise,
works will follow, fruits will be seen, which
will give evidence that the words have proceeded fr9m One that is divine. Christ's excellency and majesty are revealed in the
fruits which His words will produce. 3.
Which built his house upon the rock. The
rock is symbolic of the teachings of Christ.
It refers back to the words which Christ
spoke in the sermon on the mount. The
words of Christ are the foundation upon,
which a wise man builds his house. 1 Cor. ·
3; 11 : "For other foundation can no man lay
than that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ." Our works will only then be abiding
and lasting when we build on Christ himself and weave our pattern of living around
His words. 4. The foolish man is presented
in contrast to the wise man. He is one who
has heard the words of Christ but undermines them and begins to live and work
according to what seems ri,g ht to him. He
is not willing to put His teachings to a test
and make his decisions accordingly. He, no
doubt, accepts the words which he has
heard as beautiful and Pll:lasing, and may
even commend the one that practices them,
but as for himself, he lightly disregards
them. Many who are refusing to govern
their lives by Christ's words, do not slovenly trample His words under their feet, but
they neglect (not always willful neglect) to
practice them. Whatever the motives are
for r efusing "to do" the words of Christ, the
ultimate tragedy remains the same. 5. The
sandy foundation. In Matthew we read that
the foolish man builds his house upon the
sand. Luke states that he had no foundation.
The sandy foundation for all practical pur-

poses is no foundation. 'Ve would like to
stress the fact that the man who builds
upon any other foundation than Christ has
no foundation. Our own opinions and the
opinions of our fellow men will never take
the place of the spoken Word of God. 6.
The floods came, and the, winds blew, and
beat upon the house. Here we have the
testing applied to the foundation of the
structure which we have built. The testings
are the same for both the wise and the
foolish. How often we are called upon to
witness the veracity of this statement. The
godly and ungodly often have to bear the
same afflictions and endure the same sorrow.
The same testing which causes one to become
embittered and discouraged proves a blessing
a nd a source of comfort to the other. W/ e
observe that it is not the structure of the
building which causes one to fall and the
other to stand firm, but it is the foundation upon which it is built. Works may often
deceive and mislead but the foundation
will never be misleading. lt will either
stand or fall.
We today, as builders, still ~ lon g to one
class or the other. We are all b'Lilding, but
the foundation is not always the s<tme. We
either have a foundation or we h., ve no
foundation. It is impossible to buii ' on
man's t eaching and caJI it a foundation. ,But f
even though we build on the teachings ·o f
Christ, on a rock foundation, we still are.
promised to undergo the testing. Neither the
Christian nor the man of the world is going
to escape the beating of the storms of adversities. However, let u s as Christians not
be misled as to the real value of these
storms. They are not allowed to come at
random but are ordered to test, not the
structure, but the foundation of the building.

