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"Study · to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividin!{ the word of truth."

2 Timothy 2: 15

THE NEW .PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE BUILDING
located in the heart of the great San Joaquin Valley in the City of Fresno,
California. This three story building, formerly used by the Young Women's
Christian Association, has recently been acquired by the Pacific Coast District
Conference of the Mennonite Brethren Church. The Bible Institute, the Lord
willing, .will take possession of this building for the ensuing school year.

Cent• fw M. I. Studies
Hi.o.rt library
1717 S . Chestnut
Fresno, Ca. 93702

Possibilities for the Coming
School Year
In Phillipians 4, 6 we read: "Be careful
for nothing; but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God."
It is a blessed privilege of His children
to trust Him in
things, and if we do, we
will marvel at the faithfulness of the Lord.
It is not the easiest thing to completely trust
Him, when pressing problems await a solution; but blessed are we if we do commit
our problems to Him.

all

For some time the Board of the P. B. I.
has been considering plans for the second
school year. It is obvious that our present
building is inadequate. All efforts to purchase additional property in the neighborhood were unsuccessful. We felt led of God
to look for a new location with greater possibilities. A church building some distance
away seemed to answer the purpose. The
Board together with an Advisory Board of
seven members examined the property and
found it suitable. -W e decided to offer a certain amount whenever the property would
be offered for sale. Much prayer was offered,
that God might reveal unto us His will in
the matter. But we received no definite answer.
Shortly after this another property was
offered for sale. Again the joint Boards
were called into session, to e-x amine and to
appra ise this property. It was found· more
suita ble than any previously offered property. This property was built by or for the
Y. W. C. A. in 1923 at a cost of over $200,000.00. It is of a fireproof construction and
can be converted into use for the P. B. I. at
very little c-ost. It is a three story structure
with approximately 30 individual rooms on
the third floor for dormitory, which will not
require any changes. There are also laundry
and limited kitchen facilities on the third
floor. The second floor can be converted
into a number of classrooms, study and library, etc., on the m'a in floor we have a
large reception room and offices adjoining
it; an auditorium seating 400 to 500 and
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quite a large social hall and kitchen. Many
of the brethren who investigated and evaluated the building, were elated over the opportunity. The Advisory Board unanimously
recommended the purchase of the property.
We have been much in prayer about this
mii.tter _and feel that God has answered our
prayers even above our expectation. He has
given us a building that ,;,ill be adequate
for a 200 to 300 student institution and we
are now looking up to God that He may
stir the hearts of our churches, that the
necessary funds may be made available immediately, in order that the purchase of the
property may be completed. May God richly reward every donor towards this worthy
project in the Kingdom of God.
Our next concern will be to obtain the
services of additional qualified teachers, to
be added to our present faculty. We invite
you to join us in our prayers and efforts
to secure at least two additional faculty
members. God has given us an elaborate
home for our P. B. I. and He will also provide the teachers for us. We appeal to the
young people of our churches to give first
consideration to our own institution. The
further development of this Institute will
to a large extent depend on your support.
A. A. SCHROETER
The biggest cemetery is where the unused
talents lie buried.

Chapel Exercises
The guest speakers, who have stirred and
warmed our hearts in our chapel periods
during the last several weeks, include the
following:
Dr. James C. Mathews, pastor of the Memorial Baptist Church, Fresno, California.
Rev. Floyd L. Hawkins, pastor of the Full
Gospel Tabernacle, Fresno, California.
Rev. P. K. Regier, pastor of the First
Mennonite Church, Reedley, California.
Rev. Will Kendall, returned missionary
from Africa, Fresno, California.
Rev. Dan Plies, pastor of the Neighborhood Church of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, Fresno, California.

thing that will further the good opm10n of
the people about the child is employed to
his benefit and welfare. So the school looks
Expects of the Churches
to the churches for its moral support and
The first thing that needs to . be clearly . expects the churches to spare no effort nor
established in our minds is that the Pacific leave a stone unturned to create a good
Bible Institute is the school of the Pacific opinion of the school in the minds and
Coast District Conference and not a school hearts of the people. It expects that all inof the board, faculty or any other group of formation and reports that ·would create
brethren. Therefore, it is the child of the moral support for the school would be
churches which constitute the conference;
promptly used to that end. On the other
exempting no church of the conference nor hand that all talk, gossip or reports that
any individual who is a m ember of any of tend to destroy the moral support would
the respective churches. Because of the be suppressed and withheld.
above stated fact, which is verified by the
Parents have confidence in their chilannuals of the conference, the s.c hool has
a perfect right to expect certain things of dren; that is that their intentions are good
its parent because it has been brought into and noble, that they will strive for that
existence by the same and .is entirely de- which is right. They discredit anything
pendent upon it. Furthermore, it is evi- that would destroy their confidence in the
dent that the school will be that which the child. So the school expects the full confichurches make of it; as a child is what the dence of the churches, that though it someparents make of it. Whatever a child right- times does fail and in some respects fall ··
fully expects of its parents that is what the short of what it should be and its progress ·
is possibly not as rapid as we would like
school expects of the churches.
to have it nor its spirituality as high as we
Parents always give due consideration to we would desire it to be. Yet it expects the
their children when they make their plans. confidence of the chur ches in its sincere ·
Every child rightfully ex'pects the favor, strenuous efforts a nd its ultimate s uccess
love and devotion of the parents; so the in becoming that which they desire it to be,
school expects the churches to keep it in and, of course, discredit a nything that
mind in all their planning, whether that per- would tend to destroy their confidence. As
tains to the spiritual, moral or material a child looks to the parents for guidance and
welfare: Because Christian parents are al- advice and a deep interest and fellowship
ways deeply interested in the spiritual wel- so the school expects the churches to keep
fare of their children, the school expects the in close fellowship with it through frequent
spiritual support of the churches; to be visitation of their brethren and ministers
remembered constantly before . the throne and wherever possible m a ke suggestions
of grace in prayer and supplication in the that would bring the school up to the high
private clev.o.t ion of the individual, at the scholastic a nd spiritual standard which all
family altar;, in the prayer meeting of the anticipate for it.
church and occasionally, as the spirit leads, .
As the daughter grows and develops she .
to call a special prayer service in behalf
is
dependent upon her parents for material
of the school . to endeavor to raise the spiritual stan4ard. ,by k.eeping in contact with support; You do not throw your child · on
the students which are members of their the door step and say, "after you have departicular church, to encourage them and veloped to be a nice graceful young lady I
give them an opportunity to do some work will support you financially." The parent
in the church or its subordinate organiza- spends every cent possible and necessary
for the support of the cihld so it can detions within the church.
velop and grow in the proper manner, so the
Every child has ,the moral support of the school is dependent on the churches for its
parents. The. entire thought life of the parContinued on · P age 6
ent is the wen being of the child and every-
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The Challenge of Our Mission
Field in India Today
REV. J. N. C. HIEBERT

"For a great door and effectual is opened
unto me, and there are many adversaries."
1 Cor. 16:9.
All the great mission fields of the Far
East have felt the effects of the war during
the past years. India was not invaded and
has therefore been spared the horrors and
the devastation of destructive military campaigns. The war came up to its borders and
partly across its borders and then receded.
Today there is no longer any military threat
to India. Yet the war left its impression
upon India as it did upon all countries of
the world.
Since India is a part of the British Empire, she was drawn into the war. against
Italy, against Germany, and especially
against Japan. The Elhiopian campaign
against the Italians was largely fought with .
the use of Indian soldiers. Her soldiers
have been on many major battle fronts. India has given heavily in materials and money for the war. All this had its effect on
the land and its peoples. Missions were
however not greatly effected by these military endeavors. They were more effected by
indirect developments of the war.
The great famine which claimed over
three million lives was largely due to the
war. Food supplies were cut off. Prices
soared to unknown levels. This famine was
most acute in the north. People in our field
were however also touched by the famine.
High prices and scarcity of food caused a
great deal of suffering in the villages. Normal development of Gospel work is very
difficult under such conditions. The question of daily food becomes the predominating question. It is hard to preach to starving people. The acute suffering has been
alleviated by now and it is hoped that more
normal times will soon return. R.e lief work
is still being carried on today.
The war touched our field in another
way ·however. The great demand for workers that had even a slight education · opened
many jobs to Christian workers which ofFour

fered much higher pay than missions could
offer them. This caused some workers to
leave mission service and therefore many
missions have found it hard to carry on
their work efficiently due to a shortage of
workers. Our mission did not escape. from
this development and some workers left
mission service. The large majority however
remained faithful in their work, and all
branches of mission work have been carried
on with little interruption.
The greatest need on our mission field today is that of new missionaries and more
missionaries. Due to the war 's everal families came to America and have not returned
as yet. New missionaries could not be sent.
Missionaries on the field assumed heavier
duties and a number of them have stayed on
beyond their furlough time. Most of the
workers on the field are due for furloughs
even at present. Only one missionary couple has been able to leave America recently to help on the needy field. This is the challenge that faces us today. When the permission is given to send more workers will
there be young people who are ready to
go? To place this need clearly before us we
must look at the actual needs on the field.
There is a need for evangelistic workers.

Our mission is above all else an evangelistic
mission'. We stress evangelism above all
other work, and rightly so. All other work
is so planned that it shall help towards this
end. The many people on the field, numbering one and a half million, most of whom
are Hindus, must hear the Gospel of Jesus
Christ through the agency of our mission
since we have made ourselves fully responsible for their evangelization. If we fail to
reach them adequately the blame will fall
upon our mission because we assumed this
responsibility before God and before the
other missions. Just what does this mean as
to evangelistic workers?
We have the following stations on which
we should have a couple free for evangelistic work: Hughestown (Hyderabad City),
Shamshabad, Janumpet, Mahbubnagar, Gadwal, Wanaparty, Nagarkurnool, Kalvakurti,
Deverakonda. This means that we should

have ·nine couples on the field for evangelism. The·re should be several lady missionaries for exclusive work among women
which often can be reached only by house
to house visitation. We have only four couples on the field now. Several of these are
due for furlough. Only one cotiple is on the
way to the field. At most only several other
couples can plan on returning to the field
soon. There is room and an urgent need for
at least four or five young couples for evangelistic work in India. Since some are home
on furlough at various times, it would not·
be too much to have ten couples in full mission employ at all times, and this just for
evangelism. A doctor and his family is needed besides these workers. Perhaps we will
soon also need one couple for higher educational work. After the war educational
standards in India will rise and the demands
on the mission in this respect will also become greater.

ly from outcastes and have. no opportunity
for school. Such schools as would be open
to them are conducted by Hindus and Mohammedans. There would be no Christian
influence whatsoever in such schools. Thus
the mission must have some schools to train
its future wor kers and to offer boys and
girls a chance to learn to read and write
and to learn to know the Bible at the same
time. At every large station we have boarding schools where hundreds of boys and ·
girls are studying. These are supervised by
lady missionaries who fe el God's call to this
service. We need more sisters who will get
ready for this work. Graduation from P. B. I.
and then from Fresno State College or better still from a Christian College would be
excellent preparation for this work.
Thorough training is needed in this field
because such a sister not only teaches a few
classes, she· supervises the· whole school
and is principal over a school that may
have a number of trained teachers. It is
evident that she can do her work acceptably
only if she has a thorough training for her
work.

What training should young people get before entering this kind of work? This is an
important question and could be answered
in detail. A few suggestions may be of help
to those who fe el that. God has a place for
There is great need for medical workers.
them in India. To supervise the evangelistic
have mentioned the need of a doctor.
work on a mission field is no small task.
There is urgent need for some nurses who
The missionary must carry heavy adminisfeel God's call to this field. Such nurses
trative responsibilities. He must be able to
have unlimited opportunity to reach peo~rain native workers. He must know how
ple with the Gospel. Many of the high caste
to organize churches. He must supervise
people, who never get to hear the Gospel
mission schools. He must represent the misotherwise, come to them for help. A good
sion government officials. These and many
knowledge of the· Bible is essential for their
other tasks place heavy demands on the
work, as well as the best training they can
missionary. He must therefore be spiritualget in their field. No sister should go out
ly and educationally equipped to meet all to a mission field without special Bible
these demands. The best is not too good for · training. This is where P . B. I. comes in.
the greatest task God has entrusted to us.
A thorough knowledge of the Bible is the
There is great. need fo·r workers at home
very foundation of a proper training for with a missionary burden and vision. P. B. I.
this important work That is where the P. can render its greatest service by sending
B. I. can render its service to the mission out all of its students with a missionary
passion and vision. These will stir up a
field.
similar passion in every church where they
There is a great need for educa_tional
will work. This will create a great number
workers. No church can gain strength with- of praying supporters for the mission work.
out having at least a good percentage of its
India needs prayer more than a nything else
constituency literate . The gove•r nment is
today. That is the challenge to P. B. I. studoing something for schools in the villages
dents from our mission field in India.
but our Christian boys and girls come mainE'ive

Continued from Page 3
financial needs, therefore, the school rightfully expects this of them. To do this the .
churches must encourage the individual
members to hold .out willing hands in giving·
of their substance which the Great Giver
of all things has entrusted unto them.

' we' sincerely appreciate this visit from
the Immanuel Bible School and we trust
that through this gathering we have been
strengthened in the common cause which
we are seeking to promote.
Much knowledge of divine things is lost
to us through want of faith.-Heraclitus.

Last but not least, the school expects
frank, open constructive criticism in the
spirit of Christ with the sincere desire to
help and improve the school just as parents
criticize and discipline children with no
other intention but their development, progress and welfare.

My Thoughts About P. B. I.
· For several years I have been thinking ·of
r eturning to school to continue my Bible
studies. I thought of entering a seminary
but I also · felt the need for going back to
school to finish my college work. Often I
thought school was out of question altogether, for it is not easy to leave a pastorate, after we have learned to love the
people. However, our wonderful Lord Jesus
has ways of working things out in our lives
so that His Will may be done. Praise His
Name.

For the above stated facts the school
looks to the churches in full confidence ·and·
faith and will not be disappointed~
REV. J. D. HOFER

All that I am I · owe to Jesus Christ, revealed to me in His divine Book. -David
Livingstone.

Fellowship Night
Monday, May 14, was a great event for the
Junior Class of the Immanuel Bible School
and the students of P. B. I. when the two
groups gathered. in the Chapel room at , P.
B. I. for a short program. ,

I have always been interested in P. B. I.
even when it was only an idea in the minds
of some thinking people. When it became
a reality, my interest in it was greatly intensified. So much, in fact, that I investi- .
gated the possibility of becoming a student.
, One question uppermost in my mind was
that of receiving credit in other schools for:
work done there. 'Vhen that question was
answered satisfactorily I was verJ much
encour·a ged to come to P. B. I. Thus after
much prayer we felt it was the Lord's will
for us to move to Fresno and enter Bible
School.

Ed Kopper, P . B. I. student body pre·sident, · was chairman for the evening. A few
words of welcome were given by Rev. S. W.
Goossen, principal of our school. The facIf there is one question that I have been
ulty members of the Immanuel Bible S<:hool .
including Rev. J . N. C. Hiebert, principal, asked more than any other, it is "Why did
Rev. Robert Seibel, cla.ss advisor, R ev. you go to P. B. I.?" First, I wanted ±he felClarence Hofer, music director, and Miss. . lowship. .of our own Mennonite peo~ie. l';):y
ministry, having been outside of . our own
Freida Voth, dean of women, expressed a
few words of appreciation for the occa- · churches, I felt I really didn't know our
sion. The faculty members of P. B. I. also _people a nd I wanted to get acqua inted with
gave a few remarks. A musical program fol- . them, so I came to our school. Secondly, if
lowed, being presented by students of both , I was going to be a minister of our .Mennonite denomination, I felt I should go to
schools. The informal program ended with
testimonies and choruses after which light our school in order to get the Mennonite
view point of religious life.
refreshments were served.
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What do I think of the school? I believe it
it is a good beginning of a very necessary
work which will fill a great need of the Mennonite Brethren Churches. The students are
having a wonderful time around the Word
of God and are getting to see Christianity in
a new way. Impressions have been made
and are being made that will never be forgotten. I believe that the home churches of
these students will see the difference in
them when they come home this June. I am
very happy that we have P . B. I. because I
do not believe we can produce Mennonite
ministers and Christian workers by sending
our young people to other schools for training. Therefore, if we want our church to
grow and continue to prosper, then it is
absolutely necessary that we do all that we
can to make our school a growing success.
I trust that P. B. I. will be producing not
only knowledge but the power of God in
the lives of young people so that they will
be real witnesses for Jesus Christ our Lord.

Although we have not visited all the
churches as yet, we have visited the
churches at Lodi, Winton, and the K. M. B.
Church · at Dinuba. The brethren have contributed liberally.
May we take this occasion to thank the
churches for their noble support of our
school and for the kind hospitality shown
to us during our visit. Our prayer is that
God may continue to .bless the churches and
that they may grow in number in Christlikeness .

Inquiries From Prospective
Students
I am very interested in your Bible school,
and the Lord willing I plan to go there
next fall. Would you be so kind and send
me an application blank?

•

•

•

•

•

Please send me your catalogue. I am interested in your school.

Young people who are thinking about
going to Bible school somewhere, to you I
suggest coming to Pacific Bible Institute. I
know that the Lord will teach you many
things that are not in text books which will
be more precious to you than all the knowledge derived from books. It is our duty if
we plan on going to school, to come to our
school and help build the school that we
need so much. May the Lord lead you here
is my prayer.
A. B. GOOSSEN

•

Greetings with II Timothy 2 : 15. Last fall
as you approached me about coming to
P. B. I. for the second semester, I felt the
need of going to school, in fact, I wanted
to go for the beginning of the year already
but due to several reasons the door seemed
closed for me to go to school. But Praise
the Lord those hindrances have been removed, so I would like to put my application in as a student for the coming school
year.
We thank God for young Christian men
and women who are willing to avail themselves of the splendid opportunities that this
school extends to them to prepare for Christi.an service. The above inquiries are but a
They who think they cannot wander will
few of the prospective list of students who
the soonest lose their way.
are expressing their interest in this school
· for the coming year. These fine letters of
inquiries are a great encouragement to the
faculty. We extend a hearty invitation to
Funds for the New Building
each one who contemplates to enroll in a
Bible school this coming fall to investigate
Because of the purchase of a new edifice
the curriculum and the opportunities which
for the Pacific Bible Institute the Board
this Bible Institute offers. We trust that it
found itself in desperate need of immediate
shall be our privilege to enroll a good size
funds to make the down payment, so the
student body for the fall semester. We inbrethren appealed to the faculty to go to the
vite you to write in about the progressive
various churches to present to them this
plans this school seeks to undertake for the
urgent matter.
ensuing year.
Seven

Confession of Faith
The Pacific Bible Institute holds and
teaches:

Unafraid
My presence shall go with thee,
Beloved child of Mine!
Then why shouldst thou be fearful,
Or why shouldst thou repine?
No danger <;an o'~rtake thee
When I am at thy sideMy presence shall go with thee,
And I will be thy guide!

1. That the Bible is the verbally inspired
and infallible Word of God.
2. That there is one God, eternally existing
and manifesting Himself to us in three
persons-Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
3. That Jesus was begotten of the Holy
My presence shall go with thee!
Spfrit, born of the virgin Mary, and is
Though heavy be thy load,
true God and true man.
4. That man was created in the image of Though dark may be the midnight,
Though rough may be the road,
God, that by one man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so In sunshine and in shadow
Commit thine all to Medeath passed upon all men for all have
My presence shall go with thee, ·
sinned. (Rom. 5: 12).
And I will care for theel
5. That the Lord Jesus Christ died for our
-E. Margaret Clarkson.
sins according to the Scriptures and
that all who believe on Him have the
forgiveness of sin through His blood.
6. That Christ arose bodily from the dead
Attention
and ascended into heaven where He is
now our interceding High Priest; He will
This is to inform all subscribers to ' the
come again personally and visibly to set P. B. I. Messenger and all i.nterested friends
up His kingdom and to judge the quick of the school who have been reading the
and the dead. (I Cor. 15:1-4).
"Messenger" that the last free copy will be
7. That each individual becomes a child of the June issue. Each reader thus far has
God by being born again of the Holy received his copy free. Since it takes time
Spirit by the Word of God through a per- to build up a subscription list, we found it
sonal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
necessary to issue free copies so that im8. That the Holy Spirit is a person, is God, portant information regarding the growth
indwells every believer, and is our con- of this institution would reach a larger cirstant abiding guide and teacher.
cle. All subscriptions which w e have received in the past school year will begin
9. That every believer in Christ is to live a
with .the August issue. If you as yet have
life that is separated from the world and
hot subscribed and have been blessed in the
dedicated to the service of Christ.
10. That the Great Commission to disciple reading of this monthly paper, we urge you
all nations is the supreme mission of the to send in your subscription.
people of God in this age. (Mat. ~8: 19,
20).
11. That the Church is a living organism inPacific Bible Institute
stituted by Christ and consisting of a ll
1095 N. Van Ness
true believers who have been regenerFresno 3, Calif.
ated through faith in the finished work
of Christ and baptized into this body for
I am enclosing $............................, for which
the purpose of carrying on His work in
(Subscription rate $1.00 a year)
this world.
please send me .................... copies of the P .B.I.
12. That there will be a bodily resurrection
Messenger
for one year.
of both the just and the unjust, a state of
everlasting blessedness of the saved, and Name............... - ............................ __........................ .
a state of eternal punishment for the
Address ........................................ _____.........................
wicked.

