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HELPS IN PREPARING SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS
REV . S. W . GOOSSEN

There can be no inflexible method outlined for the study of the Sunday School lesson. Different persons can successfully adopt different methods. Different lessons may
require different modes of preparation. There are, however, some preliminaries that we
may well consider before we come to the preparation of the lesson itself.
THE TEACHER SHOULD KNOW HIS CLASS before he can decide best how to
prepare to teach the lesson. He should kno w their spiritual and mental condition, their
social surroundings, and their home influences. He must know their attainments and
their needs before he can bring the needed help. It has been said that "we cannot
make another comprehend our knowledge until we first comprehend his ignorance." This
knowledge of his class will help the teacher to settle upon an aim in his teaching. If all
in his class are Christians he will not have the same end in view as he would if
none were Christians. In one case he will seek to confirm, to edify, to expand, and to intensify; in the other he will strive more to b ring to a decision for Christ.
EVERY TEACHER NEEDS LESSON HELPS. A Reference Bible, a concordance, a
Bible dictionary, and Bible maps are essential. Then there are Sunday School journals,
commentaries, and text books that give Bible r eferences by subjects.
BEGIN EARLY TO STUDY THE LE~
SON . Preparation on Saturday night or Sun-

day morning is not adequate. Give the lesson a chance to get into the fibre of your
being. Let its truths burn in your heart.
Pray during the week about the lesson.
Seek light and help from God. If you begin
early in your preparation you may think of
the lesson on the street, in the store, in the
shop, and wherever you may be at work.
Anot her advantage of early preparation is
that illu strations will occur to you comin g
out of your own life, and one illustration of
your own is apt to be worth many borrowed
ones. It might not be so good for the printed page, but the fac t that it is your own
will lead you to present it with more spirit
and power. Read the intervening verses and
chapters as well as the lesson. This will
clear up many things that might otherwise
seem difficult. Our International Lessons,
which we do not criticise, are, n evertheles.s,
n "J1o p, ;;kip, rind jump" method of going

W.

through the Bible. It cannot be otherwise.
The teacher is the perSJlll to counteract the
weakness of this plan. The teacher must
supply the connecting links.
STUDY THE LESSON AT FIRST WITH OUT THE LESSON HELPS. Read the les-

son in several versions. Scripture often illuminates Scripture. Be independent of Lesson Helps as long as you can. This will develop power. The great quantity of Lesson
Helps used at the wrong time is apt to produce a company of superficial Bible students. Having studied the lesson carefully
you may then profitably see what others
have to say about it. You may then u se all
the helps you can find . "Set" the pupils
thinking, don't "save" them thinking.
CENTER

UPON

A

FEW

THOUGHTS

rather than try to discuss many thoughts.
Do not spend too much time on the historical phase of the lesson. The time and
pla.ce of the lesson mny well r eceive atten-
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tion, for this is necessary for intelligent salrn. It impresses the class with the
study. But let there be suitable proportion thought that you have mastered your lesin the lesson period. In his approach t<;> the son, that you are not going to give them
scholar the teacher must find the "line of what others think about the lesson, but
least resistance." He must find the plane what you feel is the real message of the
on which his scholar lives. To teach a Sun- lesson. It makes you prepare so that you
day School lesson is not to teach poetry, are independent; the lesson has become a
nor to tell pretty stories, or to present beau- part of you. It emphasizes the fact that the
tiful similies. All these may be appropriate- Bible is the one great Book which is studly used to illustrate and impress the great ied from week to week.
truths of the lesson. But here are immortal
Think often of the importance of your
souls before the teacher. They Jive in a
work.
This reflection is an important part
world of temptation and sin one hundred
and sixty-seven hours every week. They are of your preparation. The teacher is a sower.
in the Sunday School one hour per week. The seed he sows is the Word of God. He
The teacher has thirty minutes out of one / plants trnth in human hearts. Its garnering
hundred and sixty-eight hours to impress shall be a n eternal harvest. The teacher
them with divine truth. Here are hearts that seeks to save hearts from the misery and
need help, encouragement, enlightenment, thralldom of sin, and to bind them in an
and guidance. They need the truth concern- everlasting covenant to Christ our King.
ing the deepest questions and the most vital This is work worthy of an archangel's enissues of life. The teacher must not plan to deavor.
feed them chaff, they need the bread of life.
He must not give them simply poetry, sentiAs the flower is before the fruit, so is
ment, similies and flowers. He must give faith before good works.-Whately.
them food suitable to their need. The
teacher must select some vital, inspiring,
helpful truth and seek by every means within his command to impress that truth upon
Bible Emphasis Week
them. He must illustrate it, re-illustrate it,
repeat it, reiterate it, emphasize it until it
February 4-11
is burned into the souls of the members of
his class. He must not fail to make them
The Pacific Bible Institute extends a
feel it. He must feel it himself, and then hearty invitation to all Christian friends
they will be apt to feel it also.
interested in the study of the Word of God
to come and avail themselves of a week of
THE TEACHER MUST STUDY THE
spiritual feasting on God's Word. The sole
ART OF ASKING QUESTIONS. It is di fpurpose for instituting a week of Bible
ficult to ask questions in such a way as to study is to become more conscious of the
dr:iw out the thoughts of the scholars. That great importance of the position we occupy
to ask questions and receive answers is a befor e God. It is our sincere prayer that
good method of teaching grows out of the through this Bible Emphasis Week we as
very nature of the mind. It is said that the God's children may become spiritually reknowledge is not really the pupil's until he vived, have our interest and desire in His
has reproduced it and given it expression. Word deepened, and become more eager
They do not grasp it with a clear and last- and zealous to witness for the Gospel and
ing apprehension until they have expressed further His great work.
it in language. This is one of the laws of
The morning services of F ebruary 4 and
mental action. We fix a thing in our minds
February 11 will be held in the Fresno
by communicating it to another.
Mennonite Brethren Church. The afternoon
Take only the Bible to the class. Do t hi s and evening meetings of both Sundays will
for the sake of yonr class and for your own be held in the Fresno State College Audi-

torium. The place for the meetings during
the week, including the morning, afternoon
and evening services, will be in The First
United Presbyterian Church located on the
corner of Olive and Yosemite, which is
within two blocks of the Bible Institute
grounds.

Offering
Benediction

Due to the rationing problem and the lack
of ample kitchen facilities it will be impossible for us to provide meals for visitors as
we at first had intended. However, there
are several eating places near the Bible
Institute where meals may be secured. If
any desire to have hotel reservations made
for them for night lodging, we shall be happy to do our best to make them if you notify us.

Benediction

For the five week-day mornings Bro. J.
B. Toews will be speaking on the general
theme "The Call of God" a nd his afternoon
messages will be dealing with the theme
" The Relation of the Pastor to the Church
and the Church to the Pastor." Bro. B. J.
Braun's messages for the mornings are centered on the theme " The Deeper Christian
Life." His afternoon messages deal with the
"Relationship of Pastor to Deacons and Deacons to Pastor and Church."
The program for the week is as follows:
SUNDAY: February 4
Morning, 10 : 30-12 : 00
Erwin Hofer
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Fresno M. B. Church
Message of W elcome - Rev. S. W. Goossen
Message, "We Declare Unto You"
R ev. J. B. Toews
Offering
Benediction
Afternoon, 2: 00-4 : 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song - Reedley M. B. Church Male Chorus
Devotional Message - - Rev. G. B. Huebert
Song - Reedley M. B. Church Male Chorus
Message - Rev. B. J . Braun
Song .. R eedl ey M. B. Church Male Chorus

Evening, 7: 30-9 : 00
Message, "Laying the Spiritual Foundation for the Building of Life"
Rev. J. B. Toews

MONDAY: February 5
Morning, 9: 30-12 : 00
General Singing
Invocation
Bible Institute
Song
Message, " The Spiritua l Character of
God's Call"
Rev . J . B. Toews
Song
Message, "The Work of the Holy Spirit
Distinguished"
R ev. B. J . Braun
Benediction
Afternoon, 2 : 00-4 : 00
General Singing
Invocation
Bible Institute
Song
Message, "An Appraisal of Church Administration in the M. B. Churches (A
Message of Introduction)
Rev. B. J . Braun
Song
Message, "Scriptural Inter-Relationship
of Pastor and Church" Rev. J. B. Toews
Benediction
Evening, 7: 30-9: 00
Rev. B. J. Braun
Message
Benediction
TU ESDAY :
Morning, 9: 30-12: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Bible Institute
Message, "The Method of Assignment
of God's Call"
Rev. J. B. Toews
Song
Message, "Grieving the Holy
Rev. B. J . Bra un
Spirit"
Benediction

Afternoon, 2: 00-4: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Bible Institute
Message, "Problems that Perplex"
<A Message to Deacons)
Rev. B. J. Braun
Song
Message, "The Church Finding and
Training Its Pastor" - Rev. J. B. Toews
Benediction

Afternoon, 2 : 00-4: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Bible Institute
Message, "Cautions that Count"
(A Message to Workers)
Rev. B. J. Braun
Song
Message, " The Pastor as the Church
Disciplina rian" - - Rev. J. B. Toews
Benediction

Evening, 7: 30-9: 00
Message, "The Potter's Plan"
Rev. J . B. Toews
WEDNESDAY:
Morning, 9: 30-12: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Bible Institute
Message, "Place and Time of Assignment of God's Call" - Rev. J. B. Toews
Song
Message, "The Fruit of the Spirit"
Rev. B. J. Brann
Benediction
Afternoon, 2: 00-4: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Bible Institute
Message, "Virtues that Qualify"
(A Message to Ministers)
Rev.B. J. Braun
Song
Message, "The Pastor as the Shepherd
of the Church" - - Rev. J. B. Toews
Benediction
Message

Evening, 7: 30-9 : 00
Rev. B. J. Braun

THURSDAY:
Morning, 9:30-12:00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Bible Institute
Message, "The Danger of Dis obedience
to the Call of God" - Rev. J. B. Toews
Song
Message, "The Meaning of Full
Surrender" · Rev. B . .T. Braun
Benediction

Evening, 7: 30-9: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Bible Institute
Offering
Song
Message, "The Challenge of the Hour
to Our Christian Youth"
Rev. J. B. Toews
FRIDAY :
Morning, 9: 30-12: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Bible Institute
Message, "Ascertainment of, and Obedience to God's Call" - - Rev. J. B. Toews
Song
Message, "The Scriptural Concept of a
Christia n"
Rev. B. J. Braun
Benediction
Afternoon, 2: 00-4: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Bible Institute
Song
Message, "Our Head and Foundation:
Jes us Christ!" (A Message to the
Church))
R ev. B. J. Braun
Song
Message, "The Great ShepherdOur Example"
Rev. J . B. Toews
Benediction
Evening, 7: 30-9: 00
Message, "Follow Me" - Rev . .T. B. Tof'ws
Benediction

SUNDAY: February 11
Morning, 10 :30-12 :00
General Singing
Invocation
Song
Message
Rev. B. J. Braun
Song
Offering
Benediction
Afternoon, 2: 00-4: 00
General Singing
Invocation
Song - Dinuba M. B. Church Male Chorus
Message
Rev. John P. Siemens
Song - Dinuba M. B. Church Male Chorus
Message
Rev. J. B. Toews
Song - Dinuba M. B. Church Male Chorus
Offering
Benediction
Message

Evening, 7: 30-9: 00
-Rev. B. J . Braun

If we have God in all things while they
are ours, we shall have a11 things in God
when they are taken away.

It has been the privilege of the school
group in the past month to visit some of
our churches with which we have direct
connection and where some of our students
have their membership. We have enjoyed
carrying our testimony before you in song
and word and have greatly enjoyed your fellowship and the love that you have shown
to us. Some of the students have never before had the opportunity of coming into the
different churches in this way and their
inter-church feeling has helped them to enlarge their vision of Christian service and
fellowship. We also felt keenly the kind response you showed to the work we endeavored to do while in your midst.
We regret greatly that we have not been
able to have been in all of our churches to
date. We should much like to have been in
all of the churches but time as Wflll as travel conditions have hindered our coming to
you. We, however, are expecting to pay you
a visit, and that as soon as possible, the
Lord willing. We invite 'lllY ~uggestion that
you may have relative to cnr field work.

Our greatest glory consists not in never
falling, but in rising every time we fa11.Goldsmith.

With the Churches
SAM WIENS

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul
says we are labourers together with God.
What a marvelous thing that Christians can
be working on the same project in which
God has all His interest and on which He
so patiently and diligently labours. What
an enviable place and work given to us.
How do we come into this position, who
recommended us to it, what qualifies us for
it? These are questions that have their answers in God Himself. He alone has seen
fit to bring us to it and qualify us so that
we may be workers together with Him- this
greatest of all work. We should be thankful
for this and ever anxious that we might do
our best in this God-given position, a nd that
our work bjl done under His constant dir ection. He wh0 does this will have a rewarcl.

·M issions
Christian Missions is one of the greatest
subjects facing the Christian world. Some
one has given a very good definition for the
meaning of missions : "Christian Missions is
the Proclamation of the Gospel to the unconverted everywhere according to the command of Christ." The greatest missionary
that ever walked on this earth, where you
and I are laboring, was our beloved Master
J esus Christ. How often He spoke of the
fact that He was a Messenger divinely sent.
In John 20:21 He says, "As my Father hath
sent me, even so send I you."
Since it is one of our subjects taught in
the Pacific Bible Institute, I feel that we
should emphasize this more than we do. Our
blessed Lord gave us an order that is clear

and explicit: It reads, "Go ye into all the
world and preach the gospel to every creature." This is a final, yet a most impressive,
command left with us. It is binding upon all
His followers everywhere and for all time.
"The world is my parish" is as true today
as it was when first quoted by the great
servant of God, John Wesley. Today we have
2,000,000,000 people living. Of these there
are 588,000,000 Christians ( ?) . This we give in
question form, for we are sure that many of
the so-called Christians have never experienced the forgiveness of their sins but nevertheless, this would leave all the rest outside of Christ. Missions is supremely concerned with the problem of carrying the
Gospel to each individual wherever he may
be found.
The three highest forms of missionary
work find expression in: Prayer, Going, and
Offering of One's financial means to bring
in the kingdom of God in all the world. One
of these avenues is open to each one of us.
To some all three are open. To others one is
open, to still others, two are open. This, of
course, is in reference to foreign mission
work. We all can pray. Christ's injunction
to the invisible church is, "Pray the Lord
of harvest, that He send forth laborers."
Everything vital in the missionary enterprise hinges on the prayers of God's children.
We speak of the Missionary Triad which
is composed of the faithful missionaries:
Carey, the father of Modern Missions; Livingstone, who burnt out his life in the jungles of Africa, untiringly covering mile after
mile in making new explorations thus becoming the trail blazer of this dark continent; and Duff, the first missionary of the
church of Scotland to India. We further
speak of Henry Martyn who has been called
the "saint and scholar," but his spirit and
record are expressed in the words, "Now let
me burn out for God." Samuel J. Mills has
been termed the counterpart in America of
William Carey in England. The thing that
impresses itself upon me at this writing is
that no one has the monopoly on any mission work. What others have done, can be
r epPat e,1.

The following are a few challenges left
with us by faithful missionaries: A woman
whose life was slowly burning out with
the African fever states, "Tell mother
I never regretted coming here, tell sister
Martha to train her children for missionary
service, tell Park Street Church to send
some one to take my place." From Africa
comes this message from a dying hero of
the Cross: "Though a thousand fall let not
Africa be given up." Horace Pitkin, soon to
be martyred in a house all encircled in
flames, sends this message to his wife,
"Train little Horace to be a missionary and
send him to China." Aren't these testimonies
a great challenge? We know missions is the
thought of God for the world. He loved so
to give His only begotten Son, shall we not
do our part?
You will never win the world for Christ
with your spare cash.

Christ-Given Cheers
Half-hearted Christians have given the impression that Christ is indeed a hard taskmaster. So the world has reached the conclusion that to be a Christian is to live a
life empty of joy and happiness. Reading
the Bible one would come to think that
"the way of the transgressor is hard" and
" the way of the righteous is blessed." Scripture pictures Christ as one who takes the
burden from the weary, while Satan rewards his followers with the wages of sin.
death. But the world will not read the
Bible; they read the gospel according to the
Christians who live before them. What
would God have them see in us? Gloom?
Dissatisfaction? Murmur? Discouragement?
Not so. Have you not read, " Rejoice in the
Lord and again I say unto you rejoice."
The one who said "Rejoice" was not one
who was carried to the skies on "flow'ry
beds of ease" but rather one who " fought
to win the prize, and sailed thro' bloody
seas." The world plowed deep furrows on
his back and squeezed his feet ilt stocks but
nt midnight, our Dible tells us, that the

world heard him pray and sing praises unto
God (Acts 16:25). To his testimony we may
add the cloud of witnesses who rejoiced
"that they were counted worthy to suffer
shame for His name." (Acts 5: 41).
What reason have we to rejoice when sadness surrounds us? We have three Christgiven cheers that answer this question.
"Be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven
thee." (Mt. 9.2) . The greatest load that has
ever burdened the human soul is gone. ·what
a source of cheer and happiness! This is the
Christ-given cheer of forgiveness. Jf we seek
our joy in men or in the things of the world
one may look long and at last be disappointed. The joy of a Christian is not in the
things he possesses nor in the circumstances around him but in the blessed assurance "thy sins are forgiven thee." That
is why a Christian need not be thrilled with
worldly excitement nor tickeled by impulses
that play on his senses. He feasts on the
blessed fact that his account is settled, his
guilty conscience is at ease. "Nothing between my soul and my Saviour," is the fountain of joy that beams from every Christian's face.
"Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid."
(Mt. 14: 27). This is the cheer of heavenly
companionship. The night is dark, the waves
beat high, the ship is full, the shore is equally far away all around for "the ship was now
in the midst of the sea." It is human to fuss
and fret. There is reason to tremble and despair when you are there alone, but "be of
good cheer; It is I; be not afraid," is the
word to all who own the Savior. You have
n ever yet experienced what it means to be
left alone. That agony was known to Jesu s
when His God forsook him on the cross. Dnt
to you it is said "I will never leave thee nor
forsake thee." That is the reason circumstances are not able to extinguish the joy of
a Christian for He whom the Christian loves
most is always there. "Be of good cheer; it
is I."
"Be of good cheer"; it rings again from onr
Master's lips, "I h ave overcome the world."
That is the cheer of victory. Whose heart
is not inclined to tremble when we look into

the world. Jesus anticipated· fear and tells
us "In the world ye shall have tribulation."
What else do you expect in 1945? But do not
despair. He that is in you is stronger than
he that is in the world and He has already
"overcome the world." Though the future
looks dark "be of good cheer." Yes, "thanks
be unto God who always causes us to triumph in Christ." (II Cor. 2: 14).
Our sins are gone; our Savior is here and
victory is yours in Him. "Be of good cheer."
JACOB J. TOEWS

The quickest way to get on your feet
is to get on your knees.

Evening School
For all those who desire to continue their
Bible Education but are hindered by various
reasons to enroll in our regular course during the day, we are extending the opportunity and privilege to take up work in our
evening school. In our first semester we
have devoted one night a week for our evening subjects. In our second semester we
will again devote Tuesday evening for this
work and Bible Doctrine, The Pentateuch,
and Pedagogy will be offered. We are in
position to offer other subjects if it is
desired.

God is great, and therefore, He will be
sought; He is good, and therefore he will
be found.

"His Jewels Bible Club"
"Suffer the little children to come unto
m e, and forbid them not, for of such is the
Kingdom of Heaven."
The children's classes also afford an outlet for practical work in this Institute. Five
students are going out one afternoon a
week to the various homes to bring the
Gospel to the children. 'fhe children love

their teachers and have a big smile for
them as they come to minister to them.
Every Monday at 7 P. M. the lesson is
presented to the students as well as the
material given to them for that week. Then
it is for the students to prepare their lesson and with a prayer in their heart give
the gospel to the children in story form
and in making applications to present day
living.
All together we teach ten classes a week.
Miss Helen Thiesen, who is working at a
private home, is glad to give her half day
for 'this cause. Mrs. Goossen is teaching a
class in her own home. I am teaching six
classes a week. I wish you could see the
children scamper to their various homes at
the sight of my car to ask their mother if
they can go to Bible class. Sometimes they
come out with tears in their eyes saying,
"Mother won't let me." As a rule many of
the children can come if they are picked up
at the house.
One class, which is being taught near
Chinatown, has reached the enrollment of
64. One child will say, "Will you get my
friend which promised to come this time."
This class is getting too large for one teacher. There is another home that has offered
to open the doors for this work, but have
no teacher to take this class. Three other
homes are willing to let us use it for this
purpose, but again no teachers are available. We now have an enrollment of 400.
We should have more, because Fresno has
many children who do not know the way.
Thirteen souls have been saved during the
past month. vVe certainly praise God for
the souls he gives, but many more should
come to the saving knowl edge of our Lord
J esus Christ. Are we going to do something
about it? We would like to extend a hearty
invitation to those who would like to receive blessings as well as experience to
come to the "Pacific Bible Institute" and
take up some practical work of this kind.
It pays to serve Jesus. Who knows how
many great men like Moody or Spurgeon
will come out of these classes.
" Only one life 'twill soon be past. Only
wha t's done for Christ will la s t."

My prayer is that all of you who are concerned a bout God's will, might pray as well
as give toward this great cause.
SUSAN FRIESEN.

Chapel Exercises
Between class periods each morning,
we take time out and gather in the chapel
for a short praise and worship service. The
chapel periods have proved to be a source
of great spiritual enjoyment and blessings.
The service begins with singing led by one
of the students. Each week a different student is chosen for this duty. Monday morning we listen to testimonies of practical and
personal work of the past week-end. Thm·sday the students are in charge of the
chapel.
We have been privileged to hear ins pirational messages from our own teachers as
well as v isiting speakers including: Rev.
John Strain, Rev. P. E. Penner from Winton, Mr. Henry Wiebe from Los Angeles ,
Missionary Dick Hillis from Los Angeles,
Rev. Brumfield from Fresno, Missionary
John Kliewer from Bakersfield, Rev. Ostermeier and Rev. J. D. Hofer from Fresno.
Each day we look forward with anticipation to the chapel hour. It is here we have
received many blessings.
LOIS HOLLY.
The Christian life is not merely knowing
or hearing, but doing the will of Christ.F. W. Robertson.

Pacific Bible Institute
1095 N. Van Ness
F res no 3, Calif.
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