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And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out,
and de parted into a solitary place, and there prayed.
Mark 1: 3 5

The Secret
I met God in the morning,
When my day was at its best;
And His presence came like sunrise
With a glory in my breast.
All day long the Presence lingered.
All day long He stated with me;
And we sailed in perfect calmness
o·er a very troubled sea.
Other ships were blown and battered,
Other ships were sore distressed.
But the winds that seemed to drive them,
Brought to us both peace and rest.
Then I thought of other mornings.
With a keen remorse of mind.
When I. too, had loosed the moorings,
With the Presence left behind.
So I think I know the se cret,
Learned from many a troubled way;
You must seek Him in the morning.
If you want Him through the day.
-Ralph Cushman
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Report of the Board of the
Pacific Bible Institute
By REV. J. D. HOFER, Sec.-Treas.

We are thankful to our heavenly Father
and our Lord Jesus Christ for the abundant blessings that have rested upon the
efforts of your committee for the Pacific
Bible Institute. The school is now a reality
and a monument to the faithfulness of God
and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
·whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
name, he will give it you. John 16: 23.
In the year of 1940 the conference elected a committee in the interest of r eligious
education. There the little ball began to
roll, first very slowly. In the year of 1941,
at a youth meeting, a resolution was passed
by the young people that an accredited
Bible Institute of our own be established.
This gave the ball a little more speed. At
t he annual conference of the Mennonite
Brethren at Rosedal e, in the year of 1941,
the conference went on r e cord to est a blish
a Bible Institute in our circles.
At the following annual conference, in the
year 1942, the following steps were taken:
first, The school sha ll be located in Fresno;
second, the committee was authorized to solicit for money ; third, the school shall become a fully a ccredited Bible School;
fourth, the committee has a uthor ity to set
such a school in motion. This definite forward moving of the conference strengthened the convictions of the committee tha t
God was leading.
In the month of Sept ember, 1943, the committee starte d the soliciting of fund s. More
than ninety pe r cent of the individua ls contacted showed great inter est a nd ma de substantial contributions. At the time of the
conference in October of the same year several thousand dollars were in the treasury.
At that confer ence the proposed school was
na m ed P a cific Bible Institute. A recommendation to open the school in the fall of 1944
was accepte d by the conference a nd t wo
members were a dded to the committee.
The first meeting of the enlarged committee was held in Fresno, January 1, 1944. A
gene ral plan of what the s chool shall be

and requirements of students and teachers
was accepted and mailed to all of our
churches on the Pacific coast with the request that the churches should vote and
reply whether the plan is acceptable to
them or not. Twelve churches voted in favor of the plan, two did not pass on it and
one thought the time was not ripe for that
type of school. These favorable replies from
the churches greatly increased the courage
and efforts of your committee. We realized
that under the guidance of the Holy Spirit
the churches made their decisions and that
God was undertaking. ·
The committee planned to m eet again in
Fresno on F ebruary 7 to consider the two
major questions: That of a building which
could be used for school purposes and also
properly located so that students could take
secular subjects in the Fresno State Teachers College. For several months effort had
been made to find such a building but without r esults. A few days before February 7,
a real est ate man, who had been contacted
m a ny mont hs before, called a nd infor med u s
of a large residence building located at 1095
North Van Ness. This building was appraised by three members of the committee.
They found that it was substantially built
and suitably located. We were deeply . convinced that God had led us a nother step
and so pa sse d a resolution to pur chase the
property. On F ebruary 11 the deal was entered into and on March 8 the deal was
closed.
The second major issue was to secure
the proper instructors. A number of well
qua lified, spiritual brethren were contacte d. Their r eplies showed that they were
deeply interested and expr essed their deep
conviction tha t a Bible Institute was the
great need of our conference. They did not
feel led to give up their present fields of
la bor and take up n ew }VOrk for the Lord
on such short notice. They ha ve be en notified tha t their na mes have been placed
on the active list of prospective t eachers.
On May 6, 1944, the committee m et for
the third time. W e were face to face with
the fact that w e had no instructors to take
up the work in the Pacific Bible Institute
and so moved forward in faith that God
would supply. Brother Sam Wiens wa s

asked to go into the field to solicit students and do such other work as the committee would assign to him. Several ministers were contacted to find out if they
would be willing to be part time instructors if the need should arise. Some expressed their willingness, others declined.
Other resolutions passed at this m e eting
were : to ask Brother J. J. Toews of Dallas, Oregon, to place his name on the active
list of prospective teachers, that we pay salaries comparable to other schools of like
nature, to contact certain brethren for the
music department, that no tuition be
charged but a ten dollar registration fee be
requested of each student for each s emester. A basic curriculum was accepted. The
Zions Church of Dinuba was asked to appoint a representative to meet with your
committee, without obligating themselves
in a ny way.
On May 29th, the executive members of
the committee met to make further plans
for the school. After earnest prayer they
we re led to take the following steps : To
choos e a personnel on a t emporary basis .
Rev. Sam Goossen was chosen as acting
P r es ident, Rev. Sam Wiens as field man
a nd instructor, Brother Goossen and Brother "\Viens were contacted personally and
a fter earnest prayer they consente d to take
up the work on a t emporary basis . H ere
aga in we s a w God a t work. The position of
music director was left open but is now
temporarily filled by Erwin Hofer, who
studied music at the San Jose State College.
R ev. H. D. Wiebe, Rev. G. B. Huebert and
Rev . J. D. Hofer were placed on the list
a s possible part time t eachers if the iieed
should a rise. R ev. J . J. Toew s was then
dra fted; a nd aft er a considerable period
of time consented to become an instructor
when his summer school at W a lla math
University ended. The Lord willing, Brother
Toews w ill take up this work on November
6.
Or: July 1, the eleven couples and t wo
s ingle per s ons, living in the building a s tena nts . wer e notifie d t hat the place ha d been
a cquired by the Mennonite Brethern Confe r ence for school pur poses a nd were asked
to vaca t e by August 1. With this notice a
tract written by Dr. R. A. Torrey, "How to
Ma ke a Success of Christian Life," was included. On August 3 the last couple moved

out. This was an indication that God was
not only leading on but was definitely working in the hearts of unregenerated people to
pave the way for the opening of the school.
May we say here, to the glory of God, t hat
all these people left with the most friendly
relationship between them and us. Some
even contributed small sums towa rds the
school.
All woodwork was painted either one or
two coats, all walls were painted or papered,
the floors were sanded, oiled or c ove r ed
with new floor coverings. New shades, curtains and drapes were purchased. Sleeping
porches were turned into living qua rte rs.
An outside sta irway had to be insta lled in
the rear for fire protection. The roof was
reshingled. Several evenings twenty or more
people donated their labor. All furniture was
repaired, repainted or varnished. All mattresses and upholstered · furniture was st erilized and renova ted. On the opening day,
September 18, the work was so far complete d that the school could open on s chedul e.
Aga in we say God had His h a nd in it and
made it all poss ible in spite of labor and
material shortage. The main floor of th e
building is composed of an entrance hall ,
t hree classrooms, a library, kitchen, diningroom , s tore room for foods and a service
porch a nd ba th room. Upstairs ther e ar e
seven rooms occupie d by eighteen girls a nd
t he matron, two bath rooms with tub and
s hower.
The contents of the building cons ists of
the following: 50 class-room desk cha irs,
si::ty folding chairs. Four teachers' desks
which were donated, two large study t ables
in the library, 200 books were purchased ,
s ome dona t ed, ot hers loan ed, t wo pianos
wer e pu rchased. E ighteen beds, springs and ·
mattresses, 12 dressers, 6 chest of dra wers,
8 study tables, 4 chiffioneers, three large
dining tables, t w enty-four cha irs, one ove rs tuffed set, thre e e xt ra overstuffed cha irs,
one la rge r e friger a tor, a n electric dish wa sher, a large cook stove a nd numerous sm alle r articles. These were a ll included in th e
origina l purchase price of the building.
Cooking utensils, dishes and s ilverware
wer e purchased.
We thank God and a ll pe rsons who made
these things possible .

THE OPENING DAY OF SCHOOL

Opening Day of Pacific Bible.
Institute
Through the grace of our Lord, the Pacific Bible Institute was privileged to have
Its opening day on the 18th of September,
1944. A nu m ber of interested parents and
friends met with the faculty members and
students on the campus for the opening
of the first school day. The group sang
one stanza of the hymn "What a Friend
We Have in Jesus," and Rev. H. D. Wiebe
made a few opening r emarks. Rev. Sam
Wiens led in the opening prayer which was
followed by the dedicatory prayer in which
t he Brethren Rev. J. D. Hofer, Rev. Ben
Wall, and Rev. H. D. Wiebe participated.
The doors were then opened and the
group assembled in the building for the
opening service. After a song was sung,
Rev. J. P . Siemens, pastor of the M. B.
Church of Dinuba, California, led in the
opening prayer. Delegates of the various
churches and of the Immanuel Bible School
were asked to make a few remarks whic h
were very uplifting and encouraging. The
student body r epresenting Washington ,
Oregon, California and Sout h America, was
presented to the group. The k ey was then
presente d to R ev. S. W . Goossen, acting

president, who gave a brief cha llenging
message. Reports were given by Rev. J. D.
Hofer, secretary-treasurer, and Rev. Sam
Wiens, field representative. After the necessary announcements were made concerning
the schedule of classes, registration and
assignment of rooms to the girls in the dormitory, the meeting was adjourned with
prayer by Rev. Henry Flaming.

School Personnel
BOARD OF DIR ECTORS

Rev. H. D. Wiebe, Chairman
Mr. August Schroeter, Asst. Chairman
Rev. Jacob D. Hofer, Sec.-Treasurer
R ev. Jacob J. Toews, Member
R ev. David L etkeman, Member
I NSTRUCTORS-FULL TIME

Rev. S. W. Goossen, Acting President
Rev. Sam Wiens
Rev. J . J. Toews
INSTRUCTORS-PA RT TIME

Rev. H. D. Wiebe
Mr. Erwin E . Hofe r
Rev . .r. D. Hofer
T wo

in wait of the Jews: And how I kept back
nothing that was profitable unto you, but
have shewed you, and have taught you
publickly, and from house to house." It is
m y prayer that as I go out · to preach the
gospel that I may hold back nothing. That
I may bring it unadulterated and in the
power and demonstration of the Holy Spirit.
I know that the Lord can only · bless in so
far as we give ourselves unreservedly to
Him. My supplication to God is that· this
may be the prayer of every student of the
Pacific Bible Institute.
EDW IN L. KOPPER.

STUDENT BODY
Bartell, Mrs. Ruby, Reedley, Calif.
Becker, Joanne, Shafter, Calif.
Beier, Dorothy, Reedley, Calif.
Berg, Lavera, Reedley, Calif.
Berg, Emma, Fresno, Calif.
Dick, Olga, Reedley, Calif.
Elder, Mrs. Alice, Fresno, Calif.
Epp, Elvina, Reedley, Calif.
Fachner, Lillian, Lodi. Calif.
Fast, Ann, Reedley, Calif.
Funk, Walter, Los Angeles, Calif.
Goossen, Viola, Blaine, Wash.
Heinrichs, Albert J., Fresno, Calif.
Heinrichs, Henry, Dinuba, Calif.
Holly, Lois, Reedley, Calif.
Huebert, Ruth, Reedley, Calif.
Klassen, Abe, Dinuba, Calif.
Kopper, Dorthy, Bakersfield, Calif.
Kopper, Edwin L., San Jose, Calif.
Krause, Verna Mae, Dinuba, Calif.
Quiring, Tena, Los Angeles, Calif.
Rogalsky, Helen, Reedley, Calif.
Thiessen, Anne, Blaine, Wash.
Unruh, Jacob D., Dinuba, Calif.
Wall, Clara, Fairmead, Calif.
Wall, Mildred, Dallas, Ore.
Warkentin, Harold, Orland, Calif.
Willems, Bob, Dinuba, Calif.

"The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom shall I fea r? The Lord. is the s_trength
of my life of whom shall I be afra id ?"
Psa. 27 :1.

Student Testimonies
count it a great privilege to be . able to
testify for my Lord and Master, Christ
Jesus. It was a number of years· ago tha t
the Lord called me into His service, but as
many Christians today, I was unwilling to
give up for Christ.
Last summer at a yonug peoples retreat,
at Mt. Hermon, we had a consecration serv·
ice led by Rev. J . N. C. Hiebert. W e met
the Lord the re and he spoke to my soul
in· a manner tha t was irresistalile. It was
there I laid my all upon the alta r. The
Holy Spirit directed me to the Pacific Bible
Institute.
My earnest desire isAhat of the apostle
Pauf when he speaks to the Ephesians in
Acts 20:19, 20. "Serving the ·Lord with all
·humility of mind, and with many tears and
temptations, which befell me by the lying

Having been under conviction fo.r..some
time and knowing that I needed a Savior, I
finally yielded my life to Him. After I accepted Christ as my _ personal Savior and
experiencing the joy that He alone can
give, I felt the desire a nd call to learn more
a bout His holy word. After much praye r, I
decided to enroll in a Bible school. At first
all seemed to go well, then a few days before
the opening of school, God seemed to have
a different place of service for me. After I
thought I was disappoint ed, not knowing
the will of God I slid back into sin. Until
the Lord put me into a position where I
had to come to Him for forgiveness,. then
peace came with t hese words, "He'll never
let go my hand." After prayer and surrender the Lord opened the way to the Pacific
Bible Institute. It thrills me to be a charter
member of this school and I am grateful to
God for the fellowship that I can have wit h
Christian young people.
LILLIAN G. FACHNER.
"Lo, he re hath been dawning a nothe r new
day,
Think, wilt thou le t it slip useless away?"
These lines express my thoughts of the
pa st year. Our days go by so rapidly carrying golden opportunities into eternity. Our
life on this ea rth is not long and the ha rvest
field for souls is truly ripe. If we a s Chris-
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tians would each do our part, whether large
or small, much could be accomplished.
These thoughts made me feel my responsibility as a child of God and also my uselessness without more Bible training. Tl).en
I felt led to come to this Pacific Bible Institute and It has proven a blessing. The more
one learns of what Christ has done for him,
the more anxious one is to tell others and
make use of the days wh~ch are so swiftly
going by.

and Grace that He has redeemed ·.1 a: sinner
like me. He has called me into His service
to tell dying men of a living Saviour.
I am also thankful that God has opened
the Pacific Bible Institute to prepare men
and women for this so great a task. I indeed count It a privilege to be here and to
study His wonderful Word.
HENRY HEINRICHS.

The Mote and the Beam ·

My sincere prayer is that God may richly
bless this institute and make it a blessing.
RUBY BARTELL.
"As .for Go.d, His way is perf~cV Psa. 18: 30:
I have experienced the blessing of the
Lord In a wonderful way. His way indeed
I~ perfect. My parents taught me the right
way from my earliest°" remembrance. The
Holy Spirit convicted me of my sinful stltte
at the age of 9. I turned to Him and He 'ii\.
all his iove and compassion forgave me · ail
my sins.
By the grace of God I have been kept true .
to' Him.- He has never let me down. This
past summer God placed a desire · in my
heart to study His Word. I felt .I needed it
to ;really become firmly grounded and thus
be' a better witness for Him. I am thankful
to the Lord Jesus for· opening this and directing me to the Fresno Pacific Bible Institute: The fellowship here is indeed strengthening. We feel the presence of the Lord
in our ·midst. I'm sure I will :never. be sorry
for the time spent at school studying God's
Word.
VIOLA H . GOOSSEN . .
"Giving thanks unto the Father, which
hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of
His dear Son: In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of sins." Colossians 1: 12-14.
I. am very thankful to the Lord for . His
gi:eat faithfulness, for His abumlant mercy

By REV. S. W . GOOSSEN ,

(Matt. 7: 3-5r
"Why behold.e st thou the mote that ls In
thy brother's eye, .but, considerest no~ the
beam that is in thlJ;le: own eye?"
This is a parable taken from the sermon
on the mount spoken .. to reprove •the selfrighteousness of the Scribes and :Pharisees,
who were very rigid and ·severe In condemning others, but· justified their own hypocritical way of life. The Lord is ·giving instructions to the listening·multitudes ·telling them
how to conduct themselves ·iri"reference to
the fault .of others. The •Pharisees practiced
a certain pattern of .•behavior in reference
to finding fault with others, but their stan- .
dards or practices were severely condemned
by Christ. Since the multitudes were following the practices of blind leaders, Christ
took this opportunity to instruct them according to the new way of life that He
Himself practiced and which should Serre
as a guide to them in. the new dlspensatio~
of grace. ·
·
The language employed •· In this parable
is .highly figurative and hyperbolic but the
intended .lesson is very evident. The divisions may be stated thus : 1. Beholding thy
brother's mote. A mote is defined as .a very
small particle. So small, indeed, and unnoticeable that if. a person would not pm:posely look for it, he would not see it. The
mote is here symbolic of the .small faults ~f
our fellow brother. It does not go to say
that the fault is permissable and excusable
but the ·.way to correct it is not through dt
quick-sighted fault-finding attitude . .The .removal ·:of the mote must be gained through:
another way. 2.· Considerest not the beam•iin
(Conti nued on Page Five)
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thine own .eye. A beam is a long piece of
timber and obviously it could not be containeddn the eye but this figure again is
symbolic of a great · fault or wrong which
we possess. This fault is so outstanding
that we should be acutely aware of it but
a person that is constantly finding fault
with others is unconscious of his own. If
he is aware ,of his own faults he tries to
cover them by a harsh, critical, fault-finding attitude toward others. 3. First cast out
the beam out of thine own eye. This is the
order the Lord is setting up in reference to
the fault of others. Our own sins ought to
appear greater to · us than the same sins in
ot hers. The true attitude of humility, repentance, and godly sorrow, ·will teach us
fo •call a beam in our own .e yes but a splinter in our brother's eye. It is ·praiseworthy
to call our brother's attention to his faults,
but ·we must do that in a way' prescribed
for us by our Lord. First we repent of our ·
own sins; then if the fault of oui: neighbor ·
is ·st!W'v isible we help him remove his own ·
mote.
Thi's · t4')aching of the Lord is so rich and ·
far-reaching that it includes us today. The
Lo.r d in' His sermon on the mount gives to
u;3 ~ev!lral things which we are. called upon
to do. It behooves us to pay close attention
to . the.m. H ere in this parable He calls upon
us :fir'sf
to. remove
our own . sins before we
. .' :
: -··.
en'deavor to straighten out the sins of
others:"· This is a fine principle to follo'Y
in school or church discipline. For effective
discipline it is indeed a pre-requisit,e. This
is a prescribed way, and if we follow it, we
have a right to expect it· to bring the results that we so eagerly anticipate. If we
first look. into our own lives and straighten
out first our own questiona ble dealings
with men, very often, to our.. great surprise,
we will discover that we also h ave caused
our own brother's sins to be removed. Our
brother will be moved to look into his own
life when he sees us groan before God with
our own faults. If the ' brother's sin is still
presetit'., after we have cast out our own
beam , we are in a much better position to
tell hi.I¥ .how to proceed to remoye his mote.
\ye -, _will have much: more , pnderstanding,
sy_mpathetip, loving .and·.forgiving attitude
for we know how hard the battle is that .we
~

;

ask him to undertake. It is a sure sign that
men who are very severe upon the faults of
others have not as yet undertaken to cast
out their own beams. The Lord labels them
as hypocrites. ' That is, they assume a position that' is different from the · one they
really occupy,. May we be aware not to assume a · false position · in · matters of • disciplining our brother in the Lord.

School Activities
CHAPEL EXERCISES

Every morning from 8,: 50 to 9 : 10 we have
our devotionaL•period for the whole school.
We have ,. had the pleasure of having with
us ··several guest speakers. for these exercis.es:dl'he following have .visited us during
our.,chapel.-period.
··"EH
.

.

..{ ' 'l•1i

'-:

Rev. G. B. Huebert; pastor of the M. :B:
Church;: Reedley,: CaliforJi!a,1 ··
Rev. N. P. Janzen, ra<Jio speaker over the
Gospel Fellowshi°p Hour, Fresno, Calif.
Rev. Glenn M. Harmon, affiliated with
the Y.M.C.A., ,E:'r,esno, Calif..
Mr. John .!Strain, manager · of the Fresno
Bible House,.-Fresno, Calif.
Rev: P. N.' Hiebert, pastor' of the· M. B.
Chrlrch, Bakersfield, Calif,
''
:Rev. ' P. E. Penner, founder of J~hn 3: 16
Mission, Winton, Calif.
Rev. John Pankratz, returned missionary
from India; Los Angeles, Calif.
HOUR OF PRAYER

"Draw nigh to God, and He w ill d raw
nigh to you."
We have set aside . t he time from 7 :,30 to
8 .:.00 in the morning for a time of drawing

nigh to God in prayer. A great number of
students are . availing themselves of this
wonderful opportunity of spiritual · refreshing. We trust that through these united
fervent prayers we may be brought to
see more clearly the great chalierige t hat is
ours to make thi.s institution a power house
for God.
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A Word of Appreci(ltion

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL NIGHT

Every Thursday night from 7: 30 to 8 : 00
the student body assembles in the chapel
room for their evening devotions. After a
short period of inspirational singing, the students are given an opportunity to express
themselves in testimony and in prayer. This
half hour that we spend together waiting
upon God is a time of great blessing and
spiritual uplifting.
STUDENT COUNCIL

The student body has elected a council
which is acting in an advisory capacity to
the faculty. The council is deeply concerned with the various problems arising
in the school and take them before God in
prayer. The officers are: Henry Heinrich~.
chairman; Bob Willems, vice chairman;
Lillian Fachner, secretary-treasurer; Edwin
Kopper and Olga Dick, members.
PRACTICAL WORK ASSIGNMENTS

"Be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only; deceiving your o\\.'b selves."
The Lord has blessed us in opening several fields in which the Gospel may be giv·
en out and souls may be contacted. The
fields which are open are: Child EVangelism, Jail Work, Radio Singing, Sunday
School, Nutritional Home, Old People's
Home, Fresno General Hospital, Mission
Work.
We ask that you remember us in your
prayers so that the Word which ls given
out may bear much fruit.

Responsibility:
God holds us responsible, not for what we
have, but could have; not for what we are,
but might be.
The most solemn thing in the world is our
accountability to God.

The prayer that begins with trustfulness,
and passes on into waiting, will always end
in thankfulness, triumph, and praise.-Maclaren.
Six

It is through this column that I want to
express my sincere appreciation for the generous support that was given me 'by the
churches of the Pacific district in the presentation of the Pacific Bible Institute work.
I a ppreciate the efforts on the part of the
ministers and lea ders in arranging for time,
and also the wholehearted support on the
part of many which indicates they are willing and ready to support the resolutions of
the Conference and help those who have
been entrusted with this new phase of work.
This to me, indeed, is most gratifying, and
has placed before my · eyes again the fact
•that God, through His Spirit, unites hearts
in a common effort and thus makes the continuance of •His work possible.

The initial stages in .the establishment of
a work of this nature is not an easy unqertaking, and we can now feel, in part, witb
the pioneers of other schools, including our
own Tabor College, who worked so faithfully and tirelessly and under many difficulties in laying the foundation for their work.
However, the work Is possible if we but
leave the fruit bearing to Him, Who alone
can give the increase. All we have attempted in this work is fo plant and water and
then move on looking to ' God to b~ing the
efforts to fruitage. The work has just begun
and we are looking to God for direction and
progress.
Before long we shall bring to the various churches our reports and . further needs
so that you may intelligently take this additional conference matter into your prayers
and councils. I am sure that we are all .anxious to have our lives count the very most
for God, and this work affords an additional
opportunity in that direction.
May God lead us and prepare us all for
a great harvest.
Your brother and fellow laborer,
SAM WIENS.
Our responsibility never can cease so
long as we have a life to live for Christ
and a whole world still waiting for the
Gospel.

Pacific Bible Institute Day

Time
Colossians 4: 5, "Walks in wisdom toward
them that are without redeeming the time."
Lavater, the poet said : "The great rule
of moral conduct is, next to God, to respect
Time." Time seems to engulf us like the
very air we breathe. We could not live without it if we tried and we would not live
without it if we could.
It behooves us to give the utmost respect,
consideration and attention to Time. Time,
like air and water, is definitely a gift from
God. Man stands helpless to buy it a nd utterly powerless to demand it. The only way
to receive it is as a gift. However, like othe r
gifts from God, man is held accounta ble for
it. Our relative position to Time is that of
a Steward. As a Steward we are called upon
to make the best possible use of this priceless element which is at our disposal but
which we do not rightfully own.

Time waits for no man. It passes away so
quickly and having passed away it never
returns again. The Past has gone, the Future is not ours, it belongs to God alone.
The Present is all that is left to us. Howevei:, that is enough for which to be held
accountable to God. To utilize the Present
Time is then, our great task and solemn
responsibility before God. Are we brooding
over the mistakes of yesterday? Are we
occupying too much time planning how best
we will utilize our tomorrow? Are we aware
and conscious enough of the great solemn
truth tha t only in-so-far as we make the
best use of the P resent, are we providing
for a "well-done" Past and preparing ourselves for a happy tomorrow? I think that if
we as believers in the Lord, should seriously
apply this truth to our lives, we not only
would be more content with the present but
also we would enable ourselves to be of a
great service tomorrow.

Bible " re may tremble on the Rock of Ages. but
the Rock will never tremble unde r us.John MacNiell.
The Bible ls the only book that always
finds tne.- Coleridge.

By REV. H. D. WIEBE

We are grateful to God that the Bible Institute Day which was set for Oct. 15 was a
day of great spiritual blessing. The place of
meeting for this occasion was in the Fresno
State College Auditorium. In the afternoon
session, the auditorium, which seats approximately 1,000 was completely filled. Rev.
Geo. B. Huebert, pastor of the M. B. Church
of Reedley, California, acted as chairman.
Erwin Hofer, director of music in the Bible
Institute, led the general singing. Rev. J. J.
Gerbrandt of San Jose, California, read a
passage of scripture for the opening which
was followed by prayer led by the brethren, Rev. John Richert of Dinuba, Calif., and
Rev. John Pankratz of Los Angeles. The Pacific Bible Institute chorus rendered two
selections of music, " I'd Rather Have Jesus"
and "Jesus Shall Reign."
The speaker for the afternoon session was
Rev. P . N. Hiebert. pastor
the M. B.
Church of Bakersfield. He spoke on the
theme "Holding Fast What We Have." The
important thing which he stressed in his
message was that our Christian heritage can
best be preserved through the Home,
Church and School. This message was followed by two reports. Rev. S. W . Goossen
gave a report concerning the work of the
school, and Rev. J . D. Hofer presented the
financial status of the school. A duet "I
Surrender All" was sung l)y Miss Olga Dick
and Mr. Walter Funk. both students of the
Bible Institute. After an offeriilg was received, which went towards the needs of
the Bible Institute, R ev. H. D. Wiebe of
Rosedale, Calif., brought the m eeting to a
close with a few remarks and prayer.
During the afternoon and evening session
the Pacific Bible Institute held open house
for all those interested to see the building.
Many guests took advantage of this opportunity and were favorably impressed with
the building.
The evening session was opened a t 7: 00
P .M. with R ev. S. W . Goossen presiding as
chairman . Following the opening by the
chairma n, Miss Lois Holly and Miss Ruth
Huebert, students of the school, sang a
duet. Rev. P aul Anderson of the First Mis-

Seven

of

sion Covenant Church spoke on the theme
"Facing the Light." He stressed the point
that the person who faces the light has his
shadows fall back of him. Following this we
were favored by two selections of music
from the Fresno M. B. Church. The evening's offering which went towards the
support of the Bible Institute, was received
during which the offertory was played. The
second speaker of the evening was Rev. J.
N. C. Hiebert who gave us a very uplifting
message relative to the importance of a
Bible Institute. The presiding chairman gave
a few closing remarks and pronounced the
benediction.

Evening Courses Offered at the
Pacific Bible Institute
Classes · meet an hour and a half every
Tuesday night• beginning at 7: 30.

"

Pedagogy ($i.1nday School Teaching)
Rev. J. D. Hofer
This course is an introduction to a study
of the principles and aims of teaching, the
use of illustrations and questions, and the
preparation and presentation of a Sunday
School lesson. A very valuable course for
a Sunday School teacher.
Personal Evangelism.'......... Rev. H . ·n. vViebe
The aim of this course is to give definite
instruction in personal work with the unsaved and with Christians. An effort is
made to commit to memory portions of
Scripture applicable to the various states of
the human heart, so that each person dealt
with may be brought face to face with the
plain teachings of God's Word.

Bible Doctrine ........................ Rev. J. J. Toews
This course is an introduction to the great
doctrines of the Bible. The Doctrines of God,
Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, Man, Salvation,
Inspiration, Church, Angels, Scriptures,
Satan, and the Last Things are being
studied.
These courses will be offered provided
there are sufficient students enrolling in
each course, so that we feel justified in giving the course.
If you would have God hear you when you
pray, you must hear him when he speaks.
He stops his ears against the prayers of
those who stop their ears against his laws.
If God has called you, don't spend time
looking over your shoulder to see who is following you.

Attention
This is the first issue of our school paper. We are giving this issue free to everyone desiring to have one. We .•' trust it
will serve to be a means by which you may
become
spiritually
strengthened
and
through which you may keep in contact
with the school. We hope that you will
want to subscribe for this paper. Below is
a form for you to fill out and return to our
office, so that we may put you on our mailing list. The subscription rate for this
monthly paper is $1.00 a year.

Pacific Bible Institute
1095 N. Van Ness
Fresno 3, Calif.

I am enclosing $........................... , for which
Pentateuch ........................ Rev. S. W. Goossen
This course covers the first five books of please send me ................ copies of the P.B.I.
the Bible. Special attention is given to the Messenger for one year.
opening chapters· of Genesis. The Taber- .
nacle and Offerings and their typical signifiName ...................................................................... .
cance are fully considered. The deep spiritual lessons of those early books receive
Address
careful attention.

