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LOVE YOUR ENEMY INTO
THE KINGDOM
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john E. Toews

The Teaching of Jesus on Peace

They'd seen him every day, teaching his words oflife in the light ofthe
temple courts. But when the chief priests finally came to arrest jesus
they came at night-along with a big crowd carrying swords and clubs.
jesus' disciples had a good idea ofwhat was up, and they were scared
out oftheir wits. Peter drew his sword and swung it at the servant ofthe
high priest, cutting off his ear. "Stop that!" jesus rebuked Peter. "Put
your sword back into its sheath :for all who draw the sword shall die by
the sword. Don'tyou know that ifI wanted to, I could ask my Fatherfor
a hundred thousand angels to fight for me?" Instead, jesus healed the
servant's ear, and let the mob take him.
Jesus is the center of the Christian faith. Everything before him
points to him, and everything after him flows from him. Jesus is the
measuring stick for Christian thinking and action. Therefore, Christian
peace teaching and witness must be anchored in Jesus.
"Peace" is an important word for Jesus. It is used 91 times in the
New Testament-more often than most other words related to
salvation. "Life" is used 135 times in the New Testament, "righteousness" 91, "gospel" 76, "salvation" 45, "cross" 27, "reconciliation" 4,
"propitiation" or "expiation" 4 and "ransom" 4 times.
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Jesus means peace. To follow Jesus means to be a peacemaker.
Because Jesus is the standard, we need to begin the study ofthe
Bible's teaching on peace with some of his words. Read them carefully.

The Kingdom ofGod
"The time isfulfilled, and the Kingdom ofGod is at hand; repent,
and believe in the gospel" (Mark 1:15).
The central message of Jesus is that the Kingdom of God is
present. The Kingdom of God as Jesus spoke of it refers to a reign, not
a territory. The reign of God entered the world in a new way with
Jesus. The way of the Kingdom is explained in the teachings of Jesus.

Jesus is a Warrior
"I saw Satan fall like lighteningfrom heaven" (Luke 10:18).
"And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and he
went into the synagogue, as his custom was, on the sabbath day.
And he stood up to read; and there was given to him the book of
the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book, and found the place
where it is written, 'The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the
acceptable year ofthe Lord" (Luke 4: 16-19}.
God is pictured as a warrior in the Old Testament. He fights
against the enemies of his people and wins the victory for them.
Jesus is presented as a warrior in the Gospels. He does battle
against Satan and demonic powers, and he defeats them. Jesus'
miracles of healing and casting out demons represent victories over
Satan and his powers (Mark 1:23-28; Luke 10:18). These victories
are promises of the final victory that will occur at the second coming
of Christ when he comes on the clouds of heaven (Mark 13;
Matthew 24; Luke 21 ). In the Old Testament God appeared on the
clouds of heaven as a warrior, and that image is now applied to Jesus.
The war that Jesus fights is a war with Satan and the powers of
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Satan's kingdom. Jesus' victorious war with demonic forces means
peace has been won. Jesus teaches his followers to live in peace and
to be peacemakers.

The Peacemaker
"Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called sons of
God" (Matthew 5:9).
Jesus starts his teaching about peace with this seventh beatitude
in the Sermon on the Mount. The beatitudes of Matthew 5 show the
kind oflife that a disciple of]esus is to live.
The blessing at the beginning of each beatitude describes an
attitude of well-being or salvation given by God. The blessing is
followed by virtues (meek, merciful, peacemaker, etc.) which indicate
the recommended lifestyle for the disciple.
Following the blessing and virtue is a description of the salvation
that God will give. We could translate this beatitude something like
this: "present salvation to the ones making peace because they will
be called sons of God."
"Peacemaker" is a rare word. The word "peace" means wellbeing, wholeness or completeness, and is often linked with words
like "righteousness" and "salvation." "Make" is the word for all
activity in the Bible. "Peacemaking" is never neutral. It describes
either "doing" the will of God or rejecting it.
Who is a peacemaker? He or she does not simply live in peace or
practice nonresistance, but actually makes peace. To be a peacemaker
means to establish peace between unfriendly people. The phrase
does not describe people who promote human happiness, nor even
people who help others to find peace with God, important as that is.
Rather, it means to come between angry and fighting people in order
to make peace.

Why be a peacemaker?
The reward promised to a peacemaker is that he or she will be
called a "son or daughter of God." The title "son of God" is given
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only by God himself. God uses it to mean a special family-type
relationship ofloving and free communication between himself and
his children. The Bible uses this term very carefully, usually to mean
a gift granted only at the Last Judgment.
The peacemaker shall be called a son of God. He or she will have
a special relationship with God at the Last Judgment. Only in the
"love your enemy" text does this miracle take place in the present as
a reward for obedience.
If our beatitude is translated literally it reads something like
this : "present salvation to the ones actively making peace among
fighting people because they will be called the sons of God in the
final judgment." People who enjoy God's salvation are called to be
peacemakers now because in the end they will be granted a special
relationship with God.
Our beatitude is near the center of the introduction to the
Sermon on the Mount. The introduction concludes with 5: I6, "let
your light so shine before men that they may see your good works
and give glory to your father who is in heaven."
Many people have suggested that verse I6 is the theme of the
sermon. What follows is a picture of how disciples are to behave if
they want to be the light of the world. Three other passages in
Matthew help us see what peacemaking is all about: I) rejecting
retaliation (5 :38-43); 2) loving the enemy (5 :43-48); and 3) proclaiming
the Kingdom and peace as a missionary (I 0: I-I5) .

Do not resist
"You have heard that it was said, 'an eyefor an eye and a tooth for
a tooth.' But I say to you, Do not resist one who is evil. But if
anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also;
and ifanyone would sue you and take your coat, let him have your
cloak as well; and ifanyoneforces you to go one mile, go with him
two miles" (Matthew 5:38-41).
The way,to make peace is first explained by Jesus' command,
"do not resist an evil person" (5:38). Jesus says that a peacemaker
must give up all resistance against bad treatment.
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Jesus sets aside the law of retaliation, which allowed a person to
pay back an injury in kind. That law was given Israel by God to limit
revenge to a just and clearly defined punishment. But now Jesus says
"don't pay back the evil-doer." Rather, accept wrong-doing as Jesus did.
Jesus then gives four examples of nonresistance to wrong-doing:
*Example one says, don't resist the insult of a backhanded slap
in the face. Turn the other cheek instead.
*Example two teaches surrender of everything rather than
insistence on legal rights. The coat was both an article of clothing
and a covering at night. It could not be taken according to Jewish
law. But Jesus says, give it up rather than sue.
*Example three urges acceptance of a draft into temporary
military service.Jesus rejects the practice of many Jews who not only
refused such service, but encouraged violence against the soldiers
demanding assistance. Jesus says, do not resist, but go two miles
instead.
*Example four says, give money instead of lending it when a
loan is requested.
More difficult instructions could hardly have been given by
Jesus in first century Palestine. The Jews were oppressed by the
Romans. Their oppression was comparable to the kind of oppression
that many people experience in communist or third-world dictatorships today.
Jesus says, do not strike back when you are brutally oppressed;
do not oppose the violation of basic personal and legal rights. Luke
adds a further word to those recorded in Matthew: do this because
God is a God of mercy (Luke 6.32-38). Since that is who God is, be
like him. Refuse to take revenge.

Love the enemy
"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons ofyour
Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 5:43 -44).
If refusing to retaliate sounds like a hard command, the next is
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even harder. Jesus says making peace means loving the enemy.
What Jesus has in mind here has to do with more than personal
relations. The focus is not on the person who does the loving-on the
victory over self. Nor does "love the enemy" mean simply nonresistance in the face of hostility and brutality. Jesus is not speaking only
about what Christians should do when they experience opposition.
Jesus also is speaking about life in society at large. He rejects a
teaching in the Judaism of his day which encoura_ged hatred of and
violence against the enemy.
Two groups of people in Jesus' world, called Essenes (the people
of the Dead Sea Scrolls community) and Zealots, taughtJews to hate
and murder the enemy. The ultimate enemy, of course, was the
Roman soldier or government agent, or anyone who assisted him,
such as a tax collector.
The command to love the enemy is a command not to get
sucked into nationalistic hatred of the enemy. Jesus is publicly
breaking with the leaders in his world who teach and practice hatred
of and violence against the enemy.
But Jesus is asking for more than nonresistance in the face of
violence. He commands active love of the enemy. In Matthew that
love of the enemy is defined as praying for him or her. Luke adds "do
good, bless, lend money, and expect nothing in return." It means to
not accept the enemy as he or she is. Love seeks to transform the
hatred of the enemy.

Friendship evangelism
To love the enemy means to be a missionary to the enemy and
love him or her into the Kingdom of God. Jesus commands friendship
evangelism for the enemy. He says, do not just love the neighbor;
everyone does that. Love, befriend and evangelize the enemy.
Peacemakers evangelize because they are given sonship by
God. Jesus says peacemakers become sons of God with him now, not
just in the Last Judgment. The act ofloving the enemy is such a good
demonstration of peacemaking that the end-time gift of sonship is
granted immediately.

L()Ve Your Enemy into the Kingdom

13

Peacemakers become what Jesus is because they do what he
does-they love the enemy and suffer with and for him in order to
transform him. That's exactly what Jesus did for us when we were
enemies of God. Jesus calls his disciples to do the same.
Luke adds an interesting explanation by Jesus. Jesus repeatedly
asks, "what credit is that to you?" He assumes that there should be
something special about the lives of disciples. If disciples are good
only the way everybody else is good, what credit is that?
"Credit'' here does not mean the ability to earn God's salvation,
but behavior that communicates the mercy of God. What kind of
behavior communicates the gospel? What is it about the disciple
lifestyle that reflects the nature of God? Jesus answer is, loving the
enemy. It is special behavior that reflects the nature of God and thus
communicates the gospel.

Preach the gospel
The evangelistic nature of peacemaking becomes clearer in
Matthew 10, where Jesus sends his disciples out to evangelize. They
are to travel light, which means giving total energy to being a
missionary and being dependent on other people. The message of
the missionary is the Kingdom of God and peace. Overcome Satan,
the real and the big enemy, by preaching this message, says Jesus.
Finally, the missionary is to be careful about his or her audience.
Bless with peace those who hear. Receive peace back from those who
do not hear, and leave them. Give them an end-time curse, which
means taking the peace blessing back, and abandon them to
their hostility.
Jesus never fooled his disciples about the popularity of this
missionary strategy and message. It will result in persecution for the
missionary, he warned, and it will divide the people who hear it.
In Matthew's Gospel]esus calls his disciples to be peacemakers.
A peacemaker is a Christian who makes peace between fighting
people, who rejects revenge and retaliation, who loves the enemy,
who proclaims peace in his or her missionary activity and message.
Peace is central inJ esus' definition of discipleship. It characterizes

14

The Power ofthe Lamb

the disciple's lifestyle and mission. It shapes the way he relates to
friend and enemy and how he proclaims the gospel.

On earth peace
Let's have a look at Luke's Gospel. "Peace" is used 14 times
in Luke in contrast to the four in Matthew. The first uses in Luke
come with the announcement of the Jesus' birth.
In 1:79 "peace" is the last word of the human announcement of
Jesus' coming birth. It is linked to rescue from enemies, to righteousness, to salvation, to forgiveness of sins, and to light for those in
darkness. Jesus will fulfill the messianic prophecies of the Old
Testament about a reign of peace.
If "peace" summarizes the human announcement of] esus' birth,
it is the key word in the divine commentary on his birth in 2: 14.
jesus brings peace, not only to Israel, as Zechariah prophesied, but
to all people on earth. Simeon, prophesying by divine inspiration
in 2:29ff., asks to die in peace because Israel's messianic hopes have
been fulfilled.
Peace here is associated with revelation to the Gentiles and
glory to Israel; it means the fulfillment oflsrael's hopes and salvation
for the Gentiles. Luke introduces his gospel by proclaiming Jesus as
the peacemaker for all peoples.

Go in peace
After Luke introduces Jesus as the peacemaker he illustrates in
three passages how Jesus lived and taught peace.
In chapters 7 and 8 Jesus brings peace to sinful and ill people.
Twice Jesus says, "go in peace." The first statement is made to a
prostitute who washes his feet (7:50) . The second word is to a
woman with a continual menstrual flow (8:48) . In the first instance
peace comes as forgiveness of sins and salvation, while in the second
it comes as physical healing. Peace means wholeness in two different
ways for two different people.
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Peace to this house
The second group of peace texts appears in a special"journey to
Jerusalem" report that is unique to Luke's Gospel (9:51-19:44). The
fact that this trip is reported only in Luke means it is important in
Luke's portrait of Jesus. It is significant, therefore, that this trip is
introduced and concluded with peace words from Jesus.
At the start ofthetripJesus appoints 70 disciples to proclaim the
gospel. The gospel message is peace (10:5-6) . The mission to the
nations (70 symbolizes a world-wide mission) has peace as its
distinguishing feature.
The special travel report concludes with two peace declarations.
The first ends the triumphal entry chorus ofJesus' disciples. Jesus as
King means "peace in heaven" (19:38). Remember, "peace on earth"
announced Jesus' arrival in 2:14.
The second peace declaration is that Jesus comes to Jerusalem
to establish peace. But Jerusalem does not accept his peace (19:42).
Therefore, Jesus weeps over Jerusalem, and proceeds to cleanse
the temple.
Within the Jerusalem travel report Luke records two other peace
words ofJesus. In 11 :21 we are told that Satan's (Beelzebub's) house
is not a house of peace because God's Kingdom that is coming now
in Jesus is stronger than Satan. Peace here denotes security and
safety from the power of Satan.
Peace is an alternative to war in 14:32. It shows up in a story
about the necessity of counting the cost of following Jesus.

Peace be with you
The final peace passage in Luke comes after the resurrection of
Jesus. Christ appears among his disciples just before his ascension,
and says, "peace be with you" (24:36). The Bearer of peace (2:14)
who proclaims peace (10:5-6) but is rejected as the King of peace
(19:38-42) is the Lord of peace. Therefore, his farewell speech
is "peace."
"Peace" is central to the mission and ministry ofJesus in Luke. It
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is linked to liberation from oppression, fulftllment oflsrael's messianic
hopes, salvation for the gentiles, forgiveness of sins, missionary
witness, proper response to Jesus, and the presence of the risen
Christ among his followers.
Jesus means peace-peace as wholeness in all relationships and
dimensions of life.

