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• Ayers, Esther Royer. Rolling Down 
Black Stockings. Kent, OH: Kent 
State University Press, 2005.
 This book provides an insider’s 
view of the rebellious childhood of an 
Old Order Mennonite. 
• Classen, Susan. Vultures & But-
terflies: Living with Contradictions. 
Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1992.
Susan shares her search for meaning 
during a decade that begins with her 
mother’s death, sees her enter El Sal-
vador’s agony as a Mennonite Central 
Committee health worker, and ends 
with her father’s death.
• Cornelsen, Rose. Please Carry Me, 
Lord. Winnipeg, MB, Canada: Kin-
dred Press, 1989.
 Readers join Rose on her journey of 
fear and faith that she takes with her 
daughter who battles a terminal brain 
tumor.
• Dyck, Anna Reimer. Trans. and 
ed. by Peter J. Klaassen. Anna from 
the Caucasus to Canada. Hillsboro, 
KS: Mennonite Brethren Publishing 
House, 1979.
 Anna’s story offers an inside look at 
a life of privilege in early twentieth-
century Russia. She immigrates safely 
to Canada, but many extended family 
members are not so fortunate.
• Good, Phyllis Pellman and Ruth 
Hersey, photog. A Mennonite Wom-
an’s Life. Intercourse, PA: Good 
Books, 1993.
 This is a photo memoir of the every-
day life of Ruth Hershey, an Old Or-
der Mennonite woman in the early to 
mid-twentieth century. The photos are 
Ruth’s—taken with a box camera and 
self-developed under her hall steps. 
Phyllis Good interviewed Ruth’s chil-
dren to write the text.

• Hiebert Schroth, Gwendolyn. Cur-
ry, Corduroy and the Call. Denver, 
CO: Outskirts Press, Inc., 2011.
 As a daughter of Mennonite Breth-
ren missionaries to India, Gwendolyn 
recounts her childhood and teenage 
struggles with the notion of “the call” 
that her parents claim as grounds for 
their mission—that is, until she re-
ceives a call of her own to become 
principal of a troubled high school in 
Texas.
• Janzen, Jean. Entering the Wild: 
Essays on Faith and Writing. Inter-
course, PA: Good Books, 2012.
 This collection, due out in spring 
2012, is a mix of autobiographical re-
flections, lyrical responses to place 
and family history, an exploration 
of women mystics and three women 
whose lives intertwined in the early 
twentieth-century. The central essay 
focuses on Jean’s journey into writing. 
• Lescheid, Helen Grace, translator 
and co-author. Lead, Kindly Light: 
A Mother’s Escape from Communist 
Russia During World War II. Bel-
leville, ON, Canada: Essence Pub-
lishing, 1999.
 Helen tells the story of her mother, 
Agnes Loewen, in Agnes’ words.  Ag-
nes experienced the horrors of the 
Russian revolution and near-starva-
tion in the Stalin era. During World 
War II she lost her husband and fled 
across Europe with her four small chil-
dren, finally emigrating to Canada.
• Stoltzfus, Ruth Brunk. A Way Was 
Opened. Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 
2003.
 Ruth brings together reflections, 
journal entries, and newspaper ads to 
tell her story of pastoral work, radio 
ministry, and family. Ruth’s ministry 

flowed from conviction despite 
the limitations of conservative 
Christian thought.
• Wiebe, Katie Funk. The Storekeep-
er’s Daughter. Scottdale, PA: Herald 
Press, 1997.
 Katie mixes stories of her childhood 
in northern Saskatchewan with her 
immigrant parents’ stories from early 
twentieth-century Ukraine.
• Wiebe, Katie Funk. You Never Gave 
Me a Name. Telford, PA: DreamSeek-
er Books, 2009.
 This is Katie’s life story as a writer, 
pilgrim, and a woman in the Menno-
nite Brethren world.
• Wiebe, Viola Bergthold. Sepia 
Prints: Memoirs of a Missionary in 
India. Hillsboro, KS: Kindred Press, 
1990.
 Viola tells about her life in India as 
a child, as a wife and mother, and as 
an independent woman. Viola shares 
details about the hardships and joys 
of the twentieth-century Mennonite 
Brethren missionary.
• Yoder, Cynthia. Crazy Quilt: Piec-
es of a Mennonite Life. Telford, PA: 
DreamSeeker Books, 2003.
 Cynthia returns to her roots dur-
ing a crisis of relationship and depres-
sion. In the midst of her grandparents’ 
story, she finds more than dogma and 
emptiness in her heritage.
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