ship. In July of 1960 the church hired Walter Friesen, who
had moved from Oklahoma to attend the Mennonite Brethren
Biblical Seminary in Fresno. Friesen served the Raisin City
church until April 1962. In 1963 the congregation called
another seminary student, Elton Berg, as pastor. He began
service in March 1964 and continued for two years.
The congregation turned to the seminary for pastoral
leadership in part because dwindling membership and
nancial support made it difficult for them to secure leadership through more standard denominational channels. In May
1966 the congregation made its relationship with the seminary more ofcial by entering into a five-year agreement
with that institution. Under the terms of this agreement, the
seminary took over the spiritual leadership of the congregation, appointing ministers for service there from among its
student body. Members who joined the church during this
ve-year period would have membership only in the local
congregation, and would not become members of either the
larger Church of the Brethren or Mennonite Brethren until a
nal decision regarding affiliation was made at the end of the
ve-year agreement.
In July 1966 Peter Teigrob became the first seminary
student appointed minister under this arrangement, serving
until 1968. He was followed by Alan Whaley on a brief
interim basis and Herbert Neufeld, who served from 1968
until 1971.
On February 7, 1971 the Raisin City Church of the
Brethren voted unanimously to became a member of the
Mennonite Brethren Church under the name, “Raisin
Community Church. In doing so it ended a sixty-three year
affiliation with the Church of the Brethren, and simultaneously became the second oldest Mennonite Brethren congregation
in California—only the Reedley MB Church had a longer
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will be preserved for the future.

Genealogy Project Connnittee
update I'Qp()]°t
The Genealogy Project Committee of the Califomia
Mennonite Historical Society continues its work toward
preparation of the “Genealogical Registry and Database of
Mennonite Ancestry,” or GRANDMA. Members of the
committee are currently involved in entering genealogical
information into the program,“Brother’s Keeper,” from
which the data can eventually be transferred to a larger
compact disc format that will be available to the public at
selected locations. Over twenty thousand names have already
been placed into these databases at this time.
The committee is interested in hearing from anyone who
might be able to help in this data entry process. Such help
can come in either of two forms. First, the committee is
seeking persons willing to enter existing written family
records into computer format. Anyone interested in doing so
should contact Alan Peters (209-222-5554), Jane Friesen
(209-591-4154) or Jeff Wall (209-435-1057) in order to
coordinate their entry work with that already being done.
Copies of “Brother’s Keeper” software can be provided at
a nominal cost if needed.
Second, the committee would be happy to receive copies of
any computer genealogy les you may already have created,
whether in Brother°s Keeper or some other compatible
software. Contact any of the persons listed above if you are
able to assist in this regard.
Finally, the committee will soon be announcing a major
fund drive to make possible the purchase of additional
computer equipment needed for this project. Anyone interested in helping in this regard also should contact one of the
persons listed above.
After years of dreaming, it appears that the goal of
creating a unified genealogical database for Mennonites of
the Prussian/Russian tradition is attainable in the not-toodistant future. We hope that you can help in making that
dream a reality.

”

history.
The Raisin Community Church continued for twenty-two
years as a Mennonite Brethren congregation. Membership
and nancial support remained low as the church struggled
to survive in a tiny rural community. That struggle nally
became too difficult, and in 1992 the Raisin City church
closed.
In December

of 1992 staff members from the Center for
Mennonite Brethren Studies travelled to Raisin City in order
to gather up and preserve any existing records from that
congregation. A thorough search of the property with the
congregation’s last minister uncovered a small amount of
archival records, which were transferred to the Center in
Fresno. These records have been arranged and described, and
are now available for use by researchers.
The surviving records of the Raisin Community Church are
by no means complete, yet they do provide valuable documentation on the history of this unique congregation. Of
particular value are the original congregational meeting
minute books dating back to the organizational meeting of
March 28, 1908. These books provide an unbroken account
of congregational meetings from 1908 until 1951, followed
by less complete records for subsequent years.
The Raisin Community Church exists no more. Yet through
the preservation of its records, the memory of that congreg11

