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Toews has given us another book on this subject, published in the series, “Perspectives on Mennonite Life and
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religious life of Russian Mennonites and the first two
generations of Mennonite Brethren in particular. It is set in
the historical context of a time when elders were deposed
through the intrigues of church politics, when foreboding
clouds darkened the political horizon of the Russian
monarchy, and when observant Mennonite people
recognized that the privileges granted them in earlier times
were about to be exchanged for a “perilous journey.”
The account of the journey begins on New Year’s Day,
1838, when Mennonites gathered for worship in the
villages of the Chortitza Colony, where they lived in “safe-
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“pub fights, wife beatings, unbecoming

boisterousness and even accidental death,”-- all associated
with “excessive drinking,” Toews notes.
Chapters two and three deal with “expanding horizons”
Both references are to the
and
new beginnings.
Molotschna settlement where cultural pursuits were not as
narrowly defined and religious aspirations made more explicit than in Chortitza. This meant deep discontentment
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The revival
movement brought profound spiritual renewal, but in its
midst appeared destructive aberrations.
The next two chapters are an account of the emergence
and development of the Mennonite Brethren Church.
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end -- Toews describes how the Mennonites rediscovered
that they were “pilgrims and strangers in this world,” searching for “a balance between experience and discipleship,
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and teaching, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, as well as
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The Bulletin is an occasional publication of the Mennonite
Brethren Historical Society of the West Coast, 4824 E.
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