
maining under Polish rule.
One of the issues that became heated and protracted after

the partitions of Poland was the question of military service
For more than a century Mennonites in Prussia discussed
this problem, and tried to make various arrangements with _ _ _ _

the government. Archival documents provide detailed for '7” “mm .Wh0 dfed In the Ukramm”
evidence of this complex development. No doubt many par- fam'ne"g.e'.wuf"e Whlch mfmbered at least

ticipants would have echoed these sentiments of a Menno- Seven ml”_'(m fn the I930 S

nite minister? Mein Gott, bewahr in Gnaden Hunger Wlth us Qpen face’
fuer allem Fall und Schaden its Open mouth Simple
Mich und der gantzen Heerd as a life-line. I lOV€
Lass uns durch Jesu Liebe the old man’5 story-
Und d_@i“e_5 Geistes Triebe the miracle in the Ukraine-
V°r d“ S61“ hold und Ward how that loaf of bread slid off
Ach seegne diene Lehre - - -

Dag Sich dadurch vermehre the military wagon into the snow
In uns Gottseligkeit and saved his whole family.
Damit wenn wir eins sterben Survival and 3593136 fr9m
Wir als die Himmelserben the unspeakable desert.
Gehn ein zur Seligkeit. One loaf.

—P J. Kl
em assen When the tramp sat on my

Wahrheitsfreund Index childhood backsteps, hunger
seemed to rub its rags

NOW Available against the edges of adventure.

On July 28, 1915 the Krimmer Mennonite Brethren Pub- The Small Qfamas of
lishing House in Chicago, Illinois published the first issue of the DepreSs1On9 mY mmher
Der Wahrheitsfreund, the official voice of the Krimmer exclaiming and clapping
Mennonite Brethren Church (KMB). For the next thirty-two her hands as we opened
years this paper would provide news and inspirational the huge mund of government
material for the German-speaking members of the KMB CheeSe_ All of us unawam,

Ch'1l'1l1igh.choice of Chicago as publication site for Der the mute murdms so far away"
Wahrheitsfreund seems an odd one, since the nearest KMB I want
congregations to that city were in South Dakota. The deci- history to veer in their behalf,
sion was rnadego loicalt/e thlel pgiblishiéigjhouseltlie/re ¥h€l1l1 ctzity not that Wilderness of Stones

missionaries avi . o er an osep . sc e er - - -

offered to pay for a building at 2812 Lincoln Avenue and wlth Its r.efusa1S' S1126

the necessary publishing equipment if they in turn could use and Marl?’ Orphane_ ’ young’
part of the building for their mission efforts. The conference and bea-‘§t}ful’ ema_C1ated

agreed to this offer and in 1914 the publishing house was 011 the Pltlful b¢dd1ng,
established at that location. In 1933, the site of publication their mouths bloody with the effort.
was moved to Hillsboro, Kansas, and moved again one year I want; for them the transformation
later 1° Inman» Ka"$a$- into loaves. And then, those

D3354, iiiiolfi, i.Tfi‘l"Ei.?£d€&“.F%‘Z 5/‘$2122-ii 3311;;gfgsggggs ggjegggff
freund. He held that position from 1915 to 1917. He was H. h b ’

succeeded by D.M. Hofer (1918-1933), J.G. Barkman Somona Ca mg t em y name‘
(1933-1935), J.H. Klassen (1935-1945)‘and W.W. Harms —Jean Janzen

Previously published in Sage magazine.

Originally a German language periodical, Der Wahrheils-
freund began to include some English language children’s
features as early as its second year of publication. The
number of English features was increased until by 1940 half now been solved with the recent Publiwlion Of Der

of each issue was in English. Despite these changes, the Wahrheitsfreund Index by the Historical Commission of the

number of subscribers had dwindled considerably by the Mennonite Brethren Church. No longer is it necessary for

1940s and in 1947 the conference decided to discontinue Der the researcher to spend hours searching through endless

Wahrheitsfreund. The English language KMB paper Chris- pages for a particular elusive article. Indexes of authors,

tian Witness, founded in 1941, was enlarged at that time to subjects, scripture texts, obituaries, weddings and congrega-

take the plaee of D5,» Wa/q,~/qeipgf,-eund, tional reports make it possible to quickly determine the

Without a doubt, Der Wahr/ieitsfruend is one of the most exact location of any item printed in Der Wahrheitsfreund.

valuable sources of inforvtiaticiii on KMB history. Unfor- Th iI1<16X, 310115 with 3 Complete Set of De’ Wahrh@l7$-

tunately, this information has not been readily available to freund, is available in the Center for Mennonite Brethren

researchers, due to the lack of an index. This problem has Studies.
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