





Reimer (herald Press, 1977, paper,
$7.95).  An incredible, firsthand story
of terror and brutality, of murder,
plunder, and suffering. This:is - a
personal narrative arising out of the
author's experiences of civil war in the
Ukraine and the terror of the celebrated
anarchist Nestor Makhno.

These and other Mennonite History

books are available from Pacific
Bookshop/Fresno Pacific College 1717
South Chestnut, Fresno, California
93702.

GENEALOGICAL FOUNDATION BEING ESTABLISHED

A special organization to spearhead
the collection, organization and
dissemination of Mennonite genealogical
materials is being established in Fresno,
California. The organizatin is called
"The Mennonite Genealogical Research
Foundation".

The Foundation is beginning with the
collection of family information which
Alan Peters, a Mennonite genealogist, has
collected over the past twenty years, and
will expand and broaden his work in a
effort to collect and organize the family
records of all Low-German Mennonite
families throughout the world. The scope
of this effort is demonstrated by the
fact that Peters has been able to collect
family records for over 200,000 persons,
but this represents only a small
percentage of the total number of persons
that the Foundation will attempt to
include in its collection.

The Foundation is seeking tax-exempt
status as a non-profit organization fram
state and federal governments, so that
contributions can be accepted from the

many hundreds of persons throughout the
Mennonite constituency who wish to see
Mennonite familly records preserved and
organized. The major goals of the
Foundation are to collect all available
Mennonite family information, extablish a
comprehensive index of persons of
Mennonite background, and to make this
information available to scholars and
Mennonites around the world. A special
hope of the Foundation is to utilize
computer technology in this effort.

The board of Trustees of the
Foundation consists of Alan Peters,
Donald Isaac, Peter J. Klassen, Paul
Toews, and Jeff Wall. The address of the
Foundation is, 64 East Weldon Avenue,
Fresno, California 93704.

This Foundation will be a sister
organization to the Society and the
Center for Mennonite Brethren Studies in
Fresno, and will work very closely with
those organizations.

ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTER

PUBLISHING. A third publication in the
Center for Mennonite Brethren Studies
series was prepared for the 25th
anniversary celebration of the Seminary.
The volume edited by David Ewert of the
Seminary is a theological, and practical
interpretation of the Seminary's teaching
role in the 1life of the church. It is
entitled "Able to Teach", and will be
available from the College Bookshop.

The two books in the series published
earler are No. 1, "Pilgrams and
Strangers", edited by Paul Toews of the
College, 1977; and No. 2, "P. M. Friesen
and his History", edited by Abraham
Friesen of Santa Barbara, Calif., 1979.

(detach and return by mail)

THE BULLETIN RESPONSE SHEET

I wish to become a member of the Mennonite Brethren Historical Society of the West
Coast. Enclosed please find my membership fee as follows:

$25.00 Family Membership
$12.50 Individual Membership
$ 7.50 Student Membership
$ Special Contribution
I would like to designate that my special contribution indicated above be used for

the following purpose:

Other comments:

Send to: THE MBHS BULLETIN
1717 SOUTH CHESTNUT
FRESNO, CALIF. 93702

Signed
Address




ACQUISITIONS. Saome very unique materials
which update us considerably on Mennonite
Brethren in Russia are items J.B. Toews
brought with him from a recent trip to
Europe. These consist of':
a. Minutes of the M.B. Church in
Russia from 1968-1976, hand written
by Heinrich Woelk, now residing in

Germany.
b. Gemeinde. The periodical of the
Mennonite Brethren Church in

Karaganda, Russia for the year 1977.
It is campletely hand written with
beautiful lettering, and many hand
sketched illustrations. Since
printing of this type of materials is
not permitted in Russia, the church
passed this manuscript from family to
family, much as the letters of Paul
in New Testament days were
circulated.

c. A large collection of sermons in
manuscript form preached in the
Mennonite Brethren Church in
Karaganda, Russia fram 1968-1977 by
Heinrich J. Woelk.

d. Three volumes of Elder David
Duerksen's sermons in German script.
David Duerksen (1850-1910) was an
elder of the Mennonite Brethren
Church in the Crimea. He preached in
nearly all of the Mennonite Churches
in both European and Asiatic Russia,
in many M.B. Churches in America, and
also in West Prussia. These sermons
were obtained through the efforts of
I. G. Neufeld who knew one of Elder
Duerksen's grandsons and was able to
encourage him to make copies fram the
originay  which are now in the
possession of several grandchildren.
e. A book entitled Sammlung Georg
Leibbrandt Band 4 "Quellen azur
Erforschung des Duetschtums in
Osteuropa" (Die Gemeinde Berichte von
1848 der deutschen Siedlungen am
Schwarzen Meer) printed in Leipzig
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Germany in 1941. Received as a gift
from Dr. David G. Rempel of Menlo
Park, California, formerly professor
at Stanford University.

MICROFILMING PROJECT. The major part of
the microfilming of M.B. 1local
congregations' records has been
completed. The Center has over one
hundred 16mm reels of microfilm at this
writing. Remaining to be completed are
some U.S. Churches, the majority of
which are in the Pacific District and
same Canadian churches.
NEEDED. The Center needs to complete
its files of various periodicals. The
following are some needed items:
Zionsbote--any issues before 1894.
ngﬁ periodical began publication in
1884.
Christian Leader--volume 1, No. 5 for
August 1937.
Der Bote--1924, Vol 1 through 1926,
Vol. 3; 1943, Vol. 20; 1944, Vol.
21; 1946, Vol. 23.

Also miscellaneous issues through
1954. Please check with the Center
if you know where any of these can be
located.

If you have any ald MB Sunday school
quarterlys or teacher manuals please
phone Rachel Hiebert at the archives
(251-7194) or bring them K in_to-the -
archives. R77CA=R %y BT OOCTAI
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CENTER FACILITY. \ Due té “the library
building project, the Center is located
in the former Seminary Reading Roaom.
The facility is exceedingly crowded, but
work continues in spite of conditions.
The new location in the 1library with
adequate vault space, student study
carrols and work areas are being
anticipated for the fall of 1980.



