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SYMPOSIUM CELEBRATES FRIESEN TRANSLATIO~ 

The campus of the Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary was the site for 
a special symposium on May 4 through 6 to celebrate the pUblication in the 
English language of t~e classic hi s tory of the Mennonite Brethren Church by 
P. M. Friesen, The Mennonite Brotherhood In Russia (1789-1910)0 Until the 
present time, this important text was available only in the German language, 
and was therefore not available to English-speaking scholars and church 
members in recent generationso 

Nearly one hundred scholars, ' 
historians, and concerned indi~ 
viduals gathered for three days of 
formal addresses, discussion, and 
fellowship. Major papers were 
read by a number of significant 
Mennonite historians, with a wlde 
range of topics, each focusing on 
a different ' aspect of P. Mo 
Friesen's life, contributions, and 
surroundingso 

Dr. John B. Toews of Calgary, 
Alberta, opened the Symposium with 
a paper exploring the Russian 
Mennonite intellect of the Nine
teenth Century. Succeeding papers 
by Dr. Victor G. Doerksen, Dr. 
Abraham Friesen, Dr. Peter Jo 
Klassen, and Dr. Harry Loewen 
examined the style and technique 
of P. M. Friesen. 

Dr. A. J o Klassen, Betty 
Klassen and Alan Peters shared 
papers , on individuals and families 
important in the founding of the 
Mennonite Brethren Church, with 
the Klassens" paper focusing on 
the significant contribution of 
Johann Klassen, the primary ' leader 
of the early M. B. church. 

Dr. J. B. Toews of Fresno 
brought the Symposium to its con
clusion in a paper describing the 
remarkable influence whi~b the 
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This first issue of the MBHS 
BULLETIN signifies a new beginning 
for the Mennonite Brethren Historical 
Society and its sister organization, 
the Center For Mennonite Brethren 
Studies. This neW publication will 
be the official newsletter for the 
Historical Society, and will, at the 
same time, alert the constituency of 
special news and items of interest in 
matters of Mennonite Brethren life 
and history. 

For some time. the Historical 
Society and the Center were basically 
a single organization, with the 
Society representing the constituency 
arm of the organization, and the 
Center representing the academic and 
research arm. It has now become 
necessary for these two "arms" to 
develop their own organizations and 
programs, while still remaining very 
closely related in purpose, goal, and 
fello~vship • 

The reason for this necessary 
distinction was to emphasize the 
international scope of the Center, 
with its close relationship to the 
General Conference of Mennonite 
Brethren and the conference school, 

(continued on page 4) 
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@ EXPLhNhTURY LETTER TO MEHBERS AND fRIENDS Of 
riIST(JRIC~L ::JIJCIETY Of THE PACIFIC COAST AND 

~ENNONTTE BRtTHREN STUDIfS 

MENNONITE BRETHREN 
THE CENTER fOR 

Dear friends: 

Appdrently some confusion has arisen considering the relationship of the 
~ociety and the Center, so we are taking this opportunity to try to clarify 
the issue. A number of points should be noted: 

10 Both the Society and the Center seek the same goal -- to create 
strengthen our understanding and appreciation of our historical 
spiritual heritage. 

and 
and 

20 The two entities cooperate closely in this effort, but have different 
emphases. While the nature of their work leads to some overlapping, the 
Center is primarily concerned with the ~ of historical materials. For 
example, it is primarily concerned with study, research, publishing, 
sponsoring study conferences. and other such scholarly activities. 
The Society is concerned with gathering materials, stimulating public 
interest in our heritage, collecting artifacts, In short, its emphasis 
~s on community involvement at the broadest level. 

To facilitate operation, both Center and Society have their own 
executive committee, and a great deal of close cooperation helps to 
strengthen the work of eacho Both have their special projects and 
emphases& When historical documents are collected or received by either 
Society or Center, they are placed in the historical collection housed 
in the Hiebert Library, on the College-Seminary campus. 

30 Both the Society and Center have their own budgets, and funds may be 
yiven to either. Both have their own projects, and individual members 
may choose specific ventures to support, it they so desire. 

Perhdps it would h51p you to think of us as two sides of the same coin. We 
need each other, and work very closely together. We hope many of you will 
become involved in some of the exciting projects of the Society and the Center. 
The newsletter will tell you more about these. 

Signed, 

JANE FRIESEN 
President of the Society 

PETER J. KLASSEN 
Chairman of the Executive Committee 
of the Center 

ARTIFACTS AND SUCH. 

We want you all to know we are 
interested in collecting artifacts. 
The dictionary defines them as any 
object made by human work. This 
could range from hand tools, ciothing 
items, and literature. Such items 
could date back generations or even 
centuries! Please keep your eyes 
open for any item relating to our 

Mennonite heritage. If you aren't 
sure that they qualify as artifacts, 
let us help you decide. We hope not 
only to develop our own collection of 
artifacts, but also to develop an 
inventory of artifdcts throughout the 
constituency. Please help us in this 
task. Signed, Daniel Enns 

Artifacts Chairman 



SQCIETY PLANS HERITAGE EUROPE RUSSIA 

An exciting trip through Europe and Russia, concentrating on places of 
;~terest a~d historical significance to members of the Mennonite Brethren 

Irch, is currently being planned and arranged by the Mennonite Brethren 
H~storical Society of the West Coast. The twenty-one day excursion is planned 
fur August 1979, and will be led by Dr. Peter J. Klassen, former President of 
the Society and an internationally-known Mennonite historian and professor. 

The tour will leave Fresno and fly 
directly to Zurich, Switzerland, 
where Anabaptism began. Such sites 
au Zwingli's Church, Conrad Grebel's 
house, and the Limmat River, where 
Fulix Manz was martyred, will be 
visited by the tour group. 

After travelling by land and a 
Rhine River cruise, the group will 
spend several days in Holland, ex~ 
ploring the homeland of Menno and 
other early Mennonites. 

from there the trip will continue 
by flying to Warsaw and motoring to 
Dunzig and its environs, where Menno
nites resided for several centuries 
bufore their migration to Russia. 
Then the group will move on to Kiev, 
Russia, and thence to Zaporozhye, a 
city near the Molotschna Colony, the 
humeland of many ancestors of current 

Ibers of the Mennonite Brethren 
I.. .. urch in the United States and 
Cunada. 

After a train ride to Rostov, the 
group will motor to Tbilisi, stopping 
on the way to visit the Kuban Region, 
suttled in 1663 by Mennonite Brethren 
pioneers. from Tbilisi the group 
will fly to Frunze in Turkestan, 
where many present-day Russian Menno
nites currently reside. From Frunze, 

ROOTS 

BULLETIN 
HISTORY 

BRANCHES • • • 

TO CARRY REGULAR 
AND GENEALOGY 

FAMILY 
COLUMN .. 

Future issues of THE MBHS BULLETIN 
will include a cOlumn·en"tItIed "Roots 
and Branches," which will feature 
information of a genealogical nature, 
f-or those in the Society who are 
pursuing their own roots, or uncover
ing the history of their own family. 

A large number of family histories 
and genealogies have now been pub
lished, and an even larger number of 
individuals are currently investiga
ting their heritage, either for the 
purpose of publishing a family book, 
or merely for the satisfaction of 
discovering their own background and 
makeup. . 

This column will examine the many 
resources such as church records, 
family Bibles, published materials, 
microfilmed records, and many other 
sources of information. 

Watch for future issues, and be 
prepared to learn the "hows and whys" 
of family research, and be prepared 
to begin your own search! 

----~~ti~~~~~~T4L-Ii---------J-------------detac and return by mail 

c 
I!:iS BULLETIN; RESPONSE SHEET 

I wish to become a 'member of the Mennonite Brethren Historical Society of 
the West Coast. Enclosed please find my membership fee as follows: 

tl i25~OO Family Membership 
Cl $12.50 Individual Membership 
tl $ 7.50 Student Membership 

o I would 
cality. 

CJ i Other contribution 
like more information about how I can help the Society in my own 10-

I am particularly ~nterested in ________________________________________ __ 

,., Other commen ts: ------------------------------------------------------------------
Send to: THE MBHS BULLETIN 

4949 East Heaton Avenue 
fresno, California 93727 

Signed: ________________________________ __ 

Address: ----------------------------------



SYMPO S IUM (continued) 

life and ministry of P. M. Friesen 
had upon Mennonite Brethren self
understanding. 

These papers will be published by 
the Center for Mennonite Brethren 
~tudies, and will therefore be avail
able to all students of Mennonite and 
Mennonite Brethren history. 

The Symposium was followed by the 
annual dinner meeting of the Histori
cal ~ociety, at which special gifts 
and presentations were made to those 
persons who had been instrumental in 
the publication of the translation. 
Financial contributors, translators, 
editors, a nd typists were all recog
nized, and a number of specially-made 
leather-bound copies of the work were 
a\larded. The large and enthusiastic 
crowd present at the meeting gave 
standing ovations and other express
ions of congratulations for the 
significant achievement of publishing 
the Friesen translation. 

NEWSLETTER (continued) 

the Biblical Seminary. On the oth er 
hand, the ~ociety is linked to the 
Pacific Coast constituency, and is 
consequently a special west coast 
entity. 

The close relationship of these 
two bodies is underlined by the 
explanatory letter found on page two 
of this BULLETIN, written jointly by 

TH E MBHS BULLETIN 
4~49 East Heaton Avenue 
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the leaders of both organizations. 
This newsletter will relay to the 

constituency items of interest in
volving both org a nizations. Under 
the direction of editor Alan PeterE 
it is hoped that the MBHS BULLETIN 
will become the vehicle for bringing 
news and concerns of historical 
importance to West Coast Mennonites. 
Issues will appear quarterly, and 
will be sent to all members of the 
Historical Society. 

HERITAGE TOUR (continued) 

the tour will return to Leningrad. 
There such sites as Katherine the 
Great's pal a ce, the Hermitage Museum, 
and the Winter Palace will be toured. 

The exciting prospects of this 
Heritage Tour have already whetted 
the appetites of many who have heard 
of it by word of mouth. Consequently, 
all members of the Society who are 
interested in registering for this 
tour are encouraged to contact Jane 
Friesen, President of the Society, by 
phone at (209) 591-4154, as soon as 
possible. Approximately 30 persons 
will be accepted for the tour, anL 
the projected cost of the tour is in 
the neighborhood of $2000-2500 per 
person • 

. If there is extraordinary interest 
in the Heritage Tour, and the waiting 
list indicates a large number of 
persons are prepared to join the tour 
some consideration will be given to 
arranging another, identical tour. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Mr. and Mrs. Orland 
38774 Rd. 64 
DinUba, California 
93618 

Friesel 
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