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was a normal kid.
I knew I was normal because I didn't live
behind a spiked iron fence in a grim building that
needed only a thunderstorm to become the
haunted house of a hundred horror movies.
Though the large, green lawns of
the State School were but a
couple of blocks away, my
friends and I never thought to
play there.
And we never thought to play
with the kids who lived there.
The ones whose pants were long
in August, whose voices couldn't
form understandable words,
whose ears were completely untouched by their
stubble-short hair. They were different, all right their cuffs didn't flare, their speech didn't depend
on "ya know" and "far out;' they didn't regularly
whip bangs from their eyes. Not like us normal
kids.
Summer brought them out in guarded clumps
to walk our middle class city neighborhood.
Dodge ball stopped as we, rooted as though the
rubber soles of our Keds had melted into the
sidewalk, stared at them. When they left our lives
resumed, slowly at first and in whispers, but at full
speed by lunch, when they were only one more
thing to tell Mom over PB&J sandwiches and
Campbell's tomato soup.

Being normal,
being right

There were a few of them at school, in a corner
room at the bottom of the basement stairs near the
furnace. We shared space only at recess, where they
worked together flying kites while we beat each
other's brains out playing warball.
That was life; that was normal.
That was wrong. We were all wrong who
thought normal meant right. I learned it in my
head years ago, and I began to learn it in my heart
last fall, when a student in the Adult Transition
Program abruptly joined me for lunch on the
green.
She wanted to talk. I forced out some conversation while childhood attitudes churned like carp
in my stomach.
Later an ATP aide steered the student to her
classmates and apologized to me. "No problem;' I
said, but there was a problem. The aide and I were
the problem. We were being normal when we
should have been right.
Spring brought me another lunch, another
student and another chance. We chatted about the
heat and what he had for lunch, I helped him open
those little packages of creamy Italian dressing
that no human can decipher with dignity and I
didn't flinch when he poured the dressing on his
corn instead of his salad.
I'm still normal- but I'm getting better.
- Wayne Steffen

On the cover:
"Summer Fruit" watercolor by university facu lty member Janice Leppke.
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Special students
educate FPU
by Wayne Steffen

MARIA ISHAV[NG AGOOD TIME

S

he slaps the table, throws her head
back and laughs as she puts wooden

blocks in a plastic bucket. Her enthusiasm
brings a grin from Junior, her normally
quiet co-worker. Junior's big, slow, shy
smile only makes Maria laugh harder,
creating an upward spiral of joy between
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two people who may not seem
to have much to laugh about.
You see, Maria and Junior are
students in an AdultTransition Program (ATP) class, one of three programs hosted by Fresno Pacific
University for people with developmental or physical difficulties. In
another era, the pair would have
been labeled "handicapped," "disabled" or "mentally retarded,"
terms today so bloated with dehumanizing baggage that their mere
mention brings to mind dull faces
slumped in gray silence in dark corners.

No more. Students in the two
ATP and one Orthopedically Impaired (01) classes are part of the
world.They eat lunch on the campus green, get to know university
students, exercise in the Special
Events Center, work for cam pus departments or nearby businesses
and attend movies and other community events.
All three classes are for with students 18-22 who have completed
a high-school level program. Students meet from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
during the traditional school year
in three mobile buildings north of
the Special Events Center. Graduates go through university commencement.
One ATP class is operated by the
Fresno County Office of Education
and the other by Fresno Unified
and Clovis school districts. Both are
aimed at those considered "mildly
to moderately developmentally
delayed." Dennis Zink and Maria
Falcon teach in the county program and Pam Stearns teaches for
Fresno-Clovis. During the 1997-98
school year Zink and Falcon taught
18 ATP students and Stearns eight.
Autism and Down's syndrome
are common among ATP students,
said Zink, a 1992 FPU graduate
now working on his master's in
special education at the university.
"They may have eating problems,
mobility problems - it's any student who can't function in a normal classroom."
Elizabeth Acomb had eight 01
students, many with cerebral palsy.
Six are in wheelchairs, some have
developmental disabilities and
many either can't speak or communicate via an electronic device.
"Problems are just a lot more
physical in nature than the other
classes," she said. Her program is
operated by Fresno Unified School
District.
Most 01 teaching is done with
individuals or groups of two or
three. Despite mobility problems,
many students are semi-indepen-
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dent, Acomb said. For example,
they can use a computer, but need
help to set it up.
Lessons in all three programs
focus on developing work skills, living as independently as possible
and getting along with others.
Depending on the strengths
and weaknesses of each student,
staff members might work on writing, hygiene, dressing, punctuality
or finishing assignments. "These
are all things you and I take for
granted," Zink said . Lessons are
concrete and goals are measurable, Stearns said. "We want to
teach them by doing things in the

"We want to teach
them b~ doing things
in the real world.
not b~ giving
them paperwork."

real world, not by giving them paperwork."
Curriculums are more flexible
than those in traditional classes,
with teachers relying more on their
own instincts and knowledge of
individual students."''m still always
finding something different to do
or ways to do something better,"
Acomb said.
Most ATP students spend at
least eight hours a week in a supervised job, such as at Save Mart
Supermarket and Wai-Mart Discount City. Working with employees, managers and a job coach
from the program, students
straighten shelves, put away returned or discarded merchandise,
stack goods in the storeroom and
help make bakery goodies .
Stearns' students also run errands
at Twilight Haven, a retirement
center just east of the university.
Others work on campus, helping facilities management keep up
the g rounds, stocking food and
cleaning dishes for Pioneer Catering (the campus food service), sorting trash from treasure for the
campus recycling effort and tidying the flower bed and playground
at Small World Preschool at the
nearby Butler Avenue Mennonite
Brethren Church. Students start
with single task such as wiping
tables or vacuuming, and are given
more responsibility as they develop,according to Brian England,
food services director. " We have

one girl, Andrea, who can do about
anything. "
Attendance and punctuality
can be a problem, England admits.
"They all need constant attention
for their self-esteem, and a lot are
introverted, so they are hard to
reach. " Though Pioneer is a forprofit company, England feels responsible for more than just feeding people." My job is also to educate, even with the college kids
and full-time staff. I teach them
what the world's about, that it's not
just turning in papers."
Those not ready to leave the
classroom improve motor and
other skills by working on puzzles,
games and packaging teaching
aids for Activities in Math and Science (AIMS) Education Founda tion. All students work on skills
such as handling money, using
shopping coupons and practicing
good manner.
Twilight Haven resident Emma
Popp is particularly helpfui."Emma
Popp is 98 and a kick," Stearns said.
"She invites them in, shakes their
hand and, if they give a limp handshake, she says,· Excuse me, there's
nothing wrong with me, give me
eye contact when you shake my
hand.' She's a great teacher."
Social skills are also taught in
activities such as reciting poetry to
the folks at OASIS, a daycare service for elderly people."lt's a wonderful opportunity for them to
stand up in front of a group. I'm
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amazed at how interested they are
in it," Stearns said.
Unable to perform the physical
tasks done by ATP students, those
in the class for the orthopedically
impaired are not employed."You'd
have to be creative in how you set
up jobs. I'd love to have a job coordinator here, it would be a fun challenge," Acomb said. The class is in volved, however, in volunteer activities such as Toys for Tots.
Once students graduate, the
Central Valley Regional Center, California State Department of Rehabilitation and ARC of Fresno help
them with housing and employment. Teachers, parents and students confer closely to determine
the best course."What we're trying
to do is teach these kids to be allaround adults," Stearns said. But
the process can be difficult, Zink
said."When parents find out their
child is developmentally delayed,
it's like a death-they grieve the
loss of the child they could have
had. AII their hopes for the kids going to high school, a prom or college, are gone."
Most parents are able to develop new hopes and aspirations,
Zink said. A few, however, want to
baby their children all their lives, he
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added."They want to do things for
their kids that the kids could do for
themselves."
Since students come from
many ethnic and racial backgrounds, culture can play a role,
Acomb said."If the student wants
to be at home and their parents
want them there, I don't pu sh
them into group homes."
But for the teachers, working
with these students is no more tiring than teaching in an ordinary
classroom."! was just as exhausted
when I was in regular education,"
Zink said. "These kids are grateful
when you do something for them .
In regular education,the kids don't
always show that."
Acomb intended to teach elementa r y school, but was re cruited for special education while
substitute teaching. She is enrolled
in the Special Education Division
at Fresno Pacific Graduate School.
"It turned out to be something Ireally love. I can't see myself going
back to a regular school."
As different as the three programs are, they share one goal:
putting their students in the center of life. "They used to have all
these students in separate places, "
Zink said, "now they 're all integrated."
Contact between the disabled
and the wider world helps everyone. "It helps our students understand how they need to function

to be part of the community, and
it help s others understand our
kids," Zink said.
Serving ATP and 01 students fits
the university mission, said Joseph
Taylor, head of the graduate learning handicapped program."! think
these children are very special creations of God. FPU students gain
more by special -needs students
being here than special-needs students gain by being here."
In turn, university students, faculty, administrators and staff have
been ve r y supportive to his
charges, Zink said. "This is one of
the best places I've ever seen for
accepting our students. I think because it's a Christi an institution,
people are more accepting and
empathetic."

"FPU students gain more b~
special-needs students
being here than special-needs
students gam b~ being here."

Russell, Gingrich speak on faith and science
by Joy Hofer

elping students build a theology of science was the goal of

H

two presentations sponsored by the American Scientific

Affiliation and the Templeton Foundation.

Robert John Russell spoke on
"Cosmology fro m Alpha to Omega" in
February and Owen Gingrich, professor
of astronomy at Harvard University,
spoke on astronomy and Christian
faith in March. Russell is founder and
director of the Center for Theology and
Natural Sciences at the University of
California at Berkeley and science and
theology adviser to the Vatica n.
Russell outlined the history of how
Christian fa ith and science have related
to and influenced each other during
eras when God was unde rstood as the
clock-maker or as the "God of the gaps:'
"Many people assume that science
and fa ith are in conflict. They think
that if you are a Darwinist, yo u can't be
a Christian . But I believe that my God
acts in all of nature and that science is
not my enemy;' Russell said.
Some people choose to believe that
science deals with facts and reason and
religion deals with va lues and faith,
with no possibility for interaction or
conflict between the two.
Instead Russell works toward a

TRACK GROUND BREAKING

A

bout 50 people gathered on the fringe of
Steinert Field June 20 to witness a groundbreaking celebration for the new $1.35 million
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creative interaction between science
and religion that builds a bridge
between the two cultures by encouraging discussions between theologians
and scientists. "Science looks at nature
as created. This view is not at war with
Christianity:'
Christians believe God continues to
act in the universe. Russell called the
laws of nature a secular way of talking
about how God does this. "I believe that
evolution is God's way of creating life.
This is the veiled working of the way of
the cross;' he said.
"The hardest question to ask is how
science and fa ith look at the future;'
Russell said. "Is it the big bang and the
ultimate heat death of the universe or
is it the Christian understanding of
eschatology?"
Big bang "poetry"
Gingrich described the "big bang" as
poetry. "A ll that exists bursts into fl ame
in the mighty explosion. And at that
explosion just the right amount of
energy was released to allow the

track and field complex. Construction of the first phase, which
includes a soccer field, could be
completed as early as November.
"We are here to keep a
promise," said Dennis Janzen,
director of athletic development
and chair of the track fund raising
committee."Eighteen years ago
when we demolished the old
Viking Track to make way for the
Special Events Center, we made a
promise to build a new one. it
took longer than we wanted, but
we are finally going to get it
done."
The ceremony held special
significance for Max Steinert, who
together with his parents, Marvin

development of life. It was like the story
of Goldilocks where she says, 'This
porridge is just right:"
So many of the circumstances that
exist in the universe seem to point to
the "designing hands of super
inteLligence. Yet stellar evolution is
child's play compared to what we see in
DNA;' said Gingrich.
The traditional Christian viewpoint
is that mankind is at the pinnacle of
creation, and the human brain is the
most complex thing in the universe.
But Gingrich asks, "Who are we to limit
God's vast creativity and say that we are
the end of God's creation? Living our
lives, doing our work, forces us to do
things that we do not completely
understand. That is much like fa ith. For
exa mple, what I don't understand about
prayer could fill a library. But praying
gives me a coherent view of my
relationship with God's creation:'
Gingrich talked about how his fa ith
influences his science. Genesis tells us
that "humankind is created in God's
image, we are created as self- reflective
intelligence.
"But does our intelligence give us
the guarantee that we won't destroy our
lives and our environment?" Gingrich
asked. "The fact is that we're doomed as
a species until we understand the role
of Jesus and his redemption in our lives
and in our universe:'

and Nadine, and his siblings
donated the track property in
1977."1 wouldn't miss this," said
the former track athlete, now a
member of the board of trustees.
Bill Cockerham, long-time FPU
track coach after whom the
complex will be named, couldn't
hide his big grin as he grabbed
the shovei."We've waited a long
time for this," he said."We have
some outstanding marks in our
record book, but they are 25
years old. This new facility will
allow us to recruit quality
student-athletes and give them a
real home. it's time some of those
records got rewritten."
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University presents distinguished
service awards, honors seniority

A

wards for service and honors
for seniority were given May I
during the faculty-staff appreciation
dinner.
Judith Hillen, mathematics
education faculty, received the
President's Distinguished Service
Award for the graduate school faculty.
Paul Toews, history faculty and director
of the Center for Mennonite Brethren
Studies, was given the award for the
undergraduate faculty. Staff awards
went to Registrar Norm Rempel and
Beverly Kopper, coordinator of
advancement services.
Music Professor Larry Warkentin
was honored for 35 years of service.
Recognition for 30 years went to
Edmund Janzen, biblical studies

professor and former president; Luetta
Reimer, English professor; and Richard
Unruh, political science professor.
Reimer is the first graduate to return to
the university to teach, and Unruh is
another alumni tu rned faculty
member.
Honors for 15 years went to Ann
Dueck, OASIS; Ken Engstrom,
adm inistrative services; Ruth Enns,
OASIS; jean Fennacy, education reading; judith Hillen, math and
science; Eva Pauls, who retired from
student life; Claudia Unruh, athletics;
and Peter Wasemiller, grants and
research.
Those recognized for 10 years of
service were Dick Chambers, facilities
management; Gary Estes, controller;

Perryman heads
class size research
Larry Perryman, faculty in
education in the School of
Professional Studies, heads a
University of California research project designed to
help teachers teach smaller
classes more effectively. The
two-year project, funded by
the University of California
Educational Research Center in
Fresno, will cover elementary
schools throughout the six
counties of the San Joaquin
Valley.
Perryman's assignment is to
observe the teaching strategies of teachers in classrooms
from all over Central California
to find out how teachers teach
in smaller classrooms. Small
class size is only one component in improving student test
scores, Perryman said."Simply
reducing class sizes is not a
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Judith Hillen,

Mike Miles, facilities management;
Norm Rempel, registrar; and Paula
Seminario, financial aid.
Honored for 5 years were Glendon
Becker, bookstore; Mark Deffenbacher,
advancement; Dina Gonzalez,
admissions; Barbara Horn, graduate
school; Greg Kamansky, athletics;
Doreen Myovich, Intensive English
Language Program; Teresa Patterson ,
com munication; Heather Sheppard,
student life; and Shirley Woods, student
life.

Norm Rempel
and Beverly
Kopper

Elaine Enns named
Esau Distinguished Visiting
Professor

sufficient condition for achievement gains," he writes."Teaching
and learning strategies also need
to be changed."
The goal of this project is "to
investigate the relationship
between class size reduction and
changes in classroom instructional practice and to determine
the degree to which class size
reduction has influenced teacher
behavior,"writes Robert A.
DeVillar, director of Fresno's
University of California center.

Elaine Enns, associate director and faculty at
the Center for Peacemaking and Conflict
Studies, was named the Esau Distinguished
Visiting Professor at Menno Simons College at
the University of Winnipeg for the spring term.
She taught two courses in the Conflict Resolution Studies Program at the university beginning in late April. Enns has worked with the
Victim Offender Reconciliation Program in
Fresno since 1989 and has been at the university since 1995,
where she
teaches graduate and undergraduate level
courses.
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Student goes Hollywood
for semester

enior Christopher Dreiling
was selected for the Los
Angeles Film Study Center
(LAFSC) sponsored by the
Coalition for Christian Colleges
and Universities (CCCU). Dreiling
is one of 36 students selected for
the fall semester. Selections are
based on grade point average,
faculty and staff recommendations and student essays.
A senior majoring in multimedia arts, Dreiling is a resident
of Clovis, Calif. His parents are
Randy and Karen Dreiling. He
attends Valley Christian Center.
Dreiling has been chief
photographer for the student
newspaper, assistant editor of the
video yearbook and a photographer for the student yearbook
and the university public relations office."My career goal is to
work with computers in entertainment," Dreiling said. "This
exposure will broaden my view
of the media field."
LAFSC is located near Warner
Brothers, Universal Studios, NBC
and The Walt Disney Studios.
Students may earn up to 16
credits for their work.
Some 91 colleges and universities belong to CCCU, which
coordinates professional development opportunities for
administrators and faculty, offcampus student programs in six
countries and advocacy efforts
for Christ-centered higher
education.

S
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he Teacher Education Division hosted a May barbecue for the 101 teacher
candidates who received credentials this spring. More than 230 candidates,
family members and guests attended the event on the Bartsch Hall lawn.
The 1998 Elias Wiebe Outstanding Teacher Candidate Award winners were
named at the event. They are Paul Reimer, multiple subject candidate, and Sarah
Steckling, single subject candidate (math).
The Wiebe award was established in 1995 to recognize two teacher education
students each year who best represent the values Wiebe personified in his years of
service to FPU. Steckling and Reimer were nominated by faculty mentors and
submitted a portfolio showing their accomplishments in teaching.
In his keynote address, Fresno Unified School District Superintendent Carlos
Garcia challenged the new teachers to enter the complexity of teaching with a
passion for kids. Faculty showed their passion for their students by flipping
burgers and scooping ice cream. President Allen Carden welcomed the students
and guests and gave the blessing.

T

he drama department presented
Peter Shaffer's Lettice and Lovage
in March in Kriegbaum Hall Theater
Lab.
Lettice and Lovage tells the story of
Lettice Douffet (played by Roxanne
Woody, pictured), a frustrated actress
offering tours of the modestly historic
Fustian House in England. When Lettice
finds that her employer, like her,
refuses to accept the mediocre in
modern life, the two women forge an
alliance to awaken their fellow citizens
to life's great possibilities.
The play was directed by Andrew
Ryder, drama professor, with Amy
Penner as assistant director.
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University joins school system
to educate teachers
A new program takes the classroom to - the classroom.
he Visalia Teacher Preparation
Program is a partnership
between the graduate school
and Visalia Unified School District that
helps adults earn elementary and
secondary teaching credentials. FPU
fac ulty teach evening classes at Hurley
Elementary School, and working
teachers from the community act as
mentors to the candidates.
"It parallels our campus curriculum
except it has that aspect of collaboration;' said Karen Neufeld, a Teacher
Education Division fac ulty member.
Assistant Visalia superintendent
David Francis and Hurley principal
Douglas Bartsch proposed the idea to
Neufeld and John Yoder, graduate
school dean, in the spring of 1996, and
a pilot program with five students
began the following fall. It was a
natural outgrowth of the system's longtime interest in professional development, said Bartsch.
Visalia unified has more than
24,000 students in 23 elementary
schools, fo ur middle schools and four
high schools. The district is located in

T

Tulare County, south of Fresno.
The university, the school district
and the candidates all benefit fro m the
arrangement. FPU gets a market for its
services, VUSD influences what is
taught and students show their stuff to
a potential employer, said Bartsch, who
earned his bachelor's and master's
degrees at FPU.
The heart of the interaction
between school district and university
is the way seasoned Visalia teachers
work individually with candidates.
"Doug Bartsch can see them every day,
have lunch with them and ask how it's
going;' Neufeld said.
Moving classes to Visalia and
changing from a day to an evening
schedule helped the program grow to
30 students in its second year, Neufeld
said. Anyone with a bachelor's degree
is eligible to register. Most candidates
already work in education, as substitute
teachers or teacher aides. But there is
also a former nurse, restaurant
manager and a handful of recent BA
grads.
- Wayne Steffen

LARSEN-PUSEY FINISHES FULBRIGHT SCHOLARSHIP
ducation faculty member Mary Ann Larsen-Pusey completed a year as
Fulbright Scholar working with the Ministry of Education in Colombia.
Larsen-Pusey worked with teachers in rural areas who teach in bilingual
classrooms.
Larsen-Pusey was keynote speaker at an English teachers' association conference and her presentation was titled "Reflective Teaching." She did workshops in
teaching, reading and writing teaching skills, holistic teaching in the language
curriculum, and other topics at several universities throughout Colombia.
But Larsen-Pusey said she enjoyed the "truly provincial places" the most. She
spent four weeks in the port city of Barraqufa, where she worked intensively
with local teachers."These teachers were willing to try the activities in their
classrooms. Then they came back to the classrooms excited about what had
happened."
Larsen-Pusey said her main goal was to help teachers get away from traditional rote classroom teaching and learn to relate what students were learning
with their world.

E
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CDC grads have first reunion

E

ighty alumni of the Center for
Degree Completion gathered
at the university for breakfast in
the center's first reunion March 7.
President Allen Carden
addressed the group on "The
Importance of Lifelong Learning"
by pointing to the university seal
and the values that are the
foundation of an FPU education.
"The three values on the seal:
faithfulness, wisdom and service,
are what we want to instill in all
our graduates."
Carden talked about the next
steps for the CDC. The center is
initiating a new bachelor's degree
in Christian ministries.This
program is designed for working
adults who want to complete
their degree and are interested in
pursuing a career in ministry.
The center, founded in 1991,
recently became part of the
School of Professional Studies,
and will move into the new $5
million East Hall when the
residence-office-classroom
building opens this summer.
Wendy Wakeman, dean of SPS,
also emphasized the need for
lifelong learning."The School of
Professional Studies is committed
to providing lifelong learning to
professionals," she said.
"Students in the classes have
asked for this for several years,"
said Breck Harris, CDC faculty and
event organizer."Now they want
to repeat this event in six
months."

9

Kellie Fry (BA'91) announced
her engagement to Bob Thompson. Kelly is currently working as
Director of Youth Ministry at the
Trabuco Presbyterian Church,
Trabuco Canyon, Calif., while
working on her master's degree
at Fuller Theological Seminary in
Pasadena. Bob serves as associate pastor for youth at First
Presbyterian Church in Flint,
Michigan. They plan a January 2,
1999 wedding.
Laura McGrew (BA MOD)
was appointed regional sales
manager for Seniority, Inc.
managing marketing activities at
two homes for senior citizens in
Bakersfield and San Joaquin
Gardens in Fresno.
Greetings were sent from
Colonia, Uruguay, South America
from Beatriz Foth (BA '92). She
and her family recently moved to
Colonia from Montevideo. Her
husband, Alfred, works distributing paper goods. Their son
Norman, 18, works in his uncle's
restaurant, while Henry, 16, is in
1Oth grade and daughter Melissa,
8, is in second grade.
Scott (BA '92) and Sandy
(Nelson) (BA'93) Olson announce the birth of Andrew
Christian on March 17, 1998.
Scott teaches first and second
grade in Visalia. Sandy works for
Visalia Community Bank in the
loan servicing department. They
live in Visalia.
On March 23, 1998, Margaret
Mims (BA'95) became the first
female deputy sheriff to be
promoted to the rank of lieutenant in the history of the Fresno
County Sheriff's Department.
Marietta Dalpez (BA'96) won
the Vincent T. Wasilewski Scholarship from the Broadcast Education Association for the 1998-99
academic year. BEA is a professional association for professors,
industry professionals and
graduate students who teach
and conduct research related to
television, radio and electronic
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media. Scholarship recipients
show substantial evidence of
superior academic performance,
high integrity, professional
responsibility and potential to be
an outstanding electronic media
professional. She plans to pursue
her MAin administrative leadership at FPU.
MARRIAGE
Laura French (BA '94)
married Uriah Werner January 3,
1998, in Buena Vista, Col. They
met while touring with a Christian ministries drama and music
group. The couple now resides in
Colorado Springs, where Uriah
designs audio-video systems for
home and business and Laura
works with Focus on the Family.

••••••••••••••••••
Please clip and send to:
Alumni Relations
Fresno Pacific University
1717 S. Chestnut Ave.
Fresno, CA 93702

DEATH
Richard L. Elia (AA'56) died
April 5, 1998 at the age of 72. He
requested that this be placed in
his obituary, "Brethren, tell people
about our Savior Jesus Christ."

Keep us up to
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Include your name, class,
address, phone, fax and
e-mail address. And don't
forget to give us an update
on new family members,
new jobs or any other news
you want to share with us.

•

Name (print) _ _ _ __ _ _ __ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _
Address _ _ _ __ __ _ __ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ ____

••
•
•

City /State/ZIP
Home phone
Work phone

•
•
•

•
E-mail
Occupation
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Rick and Karen Bartlett
work with British youth
by Wayne Steffen

WANTED: Cross-cultural ministers
to see beyond stereotypes. Sense of
humor, accepting attitude, willingness
to learn and ability to be yourself
required.

R

ick and Karen (Martens) Bartlett ('85) didn't

answer such an ad when they joined British Youth
for Christ in 1992, but the requirements listed are
precisely those the Bartletts found
essential in their work.
BYFC eva ngelizes people between
12-25 in England, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales. Rick and Karen
work in the national office, where he
serves as assistant to the director and
she is on the communications team.
They have an infant daughter, Grace.
In a january College Hour Karen
and Rick described their work and gave
students four principles for ministry:
keep a sense of humor, accept
differences, be willing to learn and be
yourself. Cross-cultural doesn't
necessarily mean international, Rick
said."If you're involved in youth
ministry, that is cross-cultural
ministry:'
Everyone must overcome stereotypes, he added."You might think
English people are all reserved. But if
you watched when Princess Diana's
coffin went by and you saw people
breaking down and weeping, that really
blows away the stereotype:'
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KEEP A SENSE OF HUMOR
"I got to speak to about 3,000 young
people;' Karen sa id. "I was talking
about cl imbing Half Dome. I had
everyone all quiet and I said, 'And then
[ reached back to my fa nny pack; and
the place erupted in laughter, they just
lost it.
''Afterwards, I asked so meone,
'What happened? What did I say?' and
they said,'Well, fan ny is a very, very
rude term: l thought, 'OK, I have a
choice, [ can either have a sense of
humor about it and realize I should not
say that again and just laugh about it,
or I could just break down and weep:'

ACCEPT DIFFERENCES
"In Britain a lot of youth wear the same
clothes day after day, and don't shower
every day" Ka ren said."The first time
we went over we had four pieces of
luggage each because we didn't want to
wear the same clothes every day.
"I was thinking, 'Why don't they buy
more clothes?' Well, for one they can't
afford it. The second reason is they're
just not so caught up in having
sometl1ing new to wear every day. We

had to learn to overcome that judgmental attitude:'

BE WILLING TO LEARN
"I think that probably sums everything
up;' Rick said. "One thing we realized is
that we were guests in another country.
We weren't going to go expecting it to
be like home. For example, when you go
out to Pizza Hut in Britain there are six
pepperonis on a large pepperoni pizza.
"People think I'm really smart in
England, and that's primarily because I
hardly say anything. I don't have a clue,
so I'm just quiet all the time because I
realize I'm there primarily to try to
understand what they're all about
before I actually pitch in my two bits:'

BE YOURSELF
"One of the greatest compliments came
when we were at a conference and an
American guy came over and stagged
off (put down) America;' Karen said.
"We were kind of offended but
someone from Britain just walked
across the room, while the American
was sti lt speaking, and said to us, 'Don't
worry. You're one of us now: "
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Sargent trades FPU for Gordon College

Campbell resigns as athletic director

Yoder returns
to coach men's basketball

Dale Campbell, athletic director the past four years,
resigned effective June 30.
"Dale Campbell made important contributions to our
athletic program with his skills in organization and budget
management;' said Provost Howard Loewen. "He had a
commitment to developing the student-athlete and
emphasized athletics as an integral part of our university
academic program:'
Prior to his arrival, Campbell was chair of the physical
education department at Houghton College in Houghton,
N.Y.
"After 14 years of administration I have a strong desire to
work directly with students again;' said Campbell. "''m
looking forward to getting back into the classroom:'
Campbell, a native of Tulare, Calif., graduated from Tulare
Western High School and attended the College of Sequoias,
Visalia, Calif., before earning bachelor and master of arts
degrees from the University of Nevada at Las Vegas. He holds
a doctorate from Middle Tennessee State University.
A search for Campbell's replacement is underway.

by Ken Isaak
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ark Yoder, a 1982
graduate, is the new
Sunbirds men's head basketball
coach. He replaces Jim Sargent,
who resigned after five seasons to
lead the men's program at Gordon
College in Wenham, Mass. Sargent
also served as assistant dean of
students.
"I am excited about the
prospect of returning to Fresno;' Yoder said. "I enjoyed my
six years there, and I'm thrilled to have the opportunity to
work with the program again:'
Sargent will be remembered for developing winning
individuals as well as teams. "As head coach he nurtured and
sustained a strong basketball program that exemplifies the
university's desire to attract and serve high caliber student
athletes;' said Howard Loewen, university provost.
Sargent compiled the most wins (87) and the best
winning percentage (.572) in FPU men's basketball history.
His 1994-95 squad is the only Sunbird team to win a
postseason playoff tournament and quali fy for the NAIA
national championship tournament. He was named the
Golden State Athletic Conference coach of the year following
his first season (1993-94) when he guided the Sunbirds to a
20-l l record. "''m proud of the young men I have been
privileged to coach;' said Sargent. "It is no surprise so many
are making such a positive impact:' Ten of Sargent's former
players coach in high schools. Three earned NAIA AllAmerica honorable mention status, and one became the first
FPU player to earn NAIA All-America scholar-athlete
honors.
Yoder began his college playing career at Hesston
(Kansas) College. At FPU, he started at point guard in 198081 and 1981-82, racking up a total of 332 assists. He helped
the Sun birds to their first NAIA District Three playoff victory
in 1982 and earned district honors.
Following graduation, Yoder served three years as an
assistant coach for the Sunbirds, then moved to Sanger High
School. From there Yoder took the head coach position at
Hesston. In seven years, Yoder's teams won four regional
titles and three district championships.
Yoder moved to Bethel College, North Newton, Kan., in
1993. He was named NAIA Kansas Collegiate Athletic
Conference coach of the year in 1997 season when he guided
the Threshers to an 18-10 mark. He compiled a 68-71 record
during his five seasons.

Patterson takes
marketing post
~resa Patterson has
l :ccepted the position of
assistant vice president for
marketing and enrollment
development.
The newly created post is
part of the advancement
division. Patterson will work
closely with deans, faculty and
administrators to design an
overall marketing plan and assist each school to develop and
implement its own marketing and admissions program. She
will also oversee the public relations and graphics department and coordinate its work with divisions and schools.
Patterson graduated from FPU in 1993, then worked in
marketing for the Center for Degree Completion for two
years. After earning her master's degree in communication
from California State University, Fresno, Patterson began
teaching in the CDC and communication departments at
FPU. This summer she completed her doctorate in educational leadership with an emphasis in organizational studies
from University of California, Davis.
'Tm glad to see FPU develop this position because I've
long felt the university is an outstanding institution and has
much to offer;' Patterson said.
Patterson attends The People's Church, in Fresno.
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Foundation establishes $5 million in trusts in eight months
"This has been a wonderful time of creating estate
planning, primarily in charitable reminder trusts;' said Mark
Deffenbacher, executive director for the Fresno Pacific
University Foundation. The foundation has received more
than $5 million to establish 14 trusts since October 1997.
These trusts will eventually provide long-term financial
support for the university, and be used for program
development, student scholarships, new buildings and other
campus improvements, Deffenbacher added.
There are interesting stories and people behind the gifts.
One of the most interesting is the gift of 3,400 acres of the
Russell Houghton Cattle Ranch located east of Squaw Valley
in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. The Houghton family
has lived on the property for more than 100 years and the
ranch consists of 6,000 acres of cattle country. Recently the
Serengeti Foundation, based in Virginia, purchased the land

Board restructures capital campaign
fundraising efforts reach record

F

undraising issues took center
stage June 6- 7 during meetings
of the Fresno Pacific University Board
of Trustees.
The board voted to revamp the
"Building our Community" capital
campaign to incorporate the recent
$6.4 million AIMS gift and the planned
athletic construction with the larger
fundraising efforts for a dining
commons and student facilities. The
campaign goal is now $22 million.
As part of that campaign, the board
also authorized the un iversity to begin
construction of the Bill Cockerham
Track immediately with completion
scheduled for spring of 1999. The
redesigned project will combine the
track with a soccer field.
More than $2 million was raised for
the current fund during the 1997-98
fiscal year, a record for the university,
reported Art Enns, vice president for
advancement. This amount represents
a 64 percent increase in giving over last
year. The number of donors increased
nearly 11 percent.
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The university finished the year
with a balanced budget, President Allen
Carden said. He credited more timely
budget analysis and mandated budget
cuts for holding the line on spending.
Enrollment is a major issue for next
year and early predictions from the
admissions office are positive, he said.
Construction of the East Hall
residence, classroom and office
building is progressing well and the
bottom three floors should be ready for
occupancy by late August, Jim Slentz,
director of facilities management, told
the board. The cogeneration plant,
designed to heat and cool university
buildings, has not reached optimum
efficiency levels and he continues to
work with the building contractor to
work on glitches, Slentz reported.
The board approved plans to
conduct a feasi bility study on the
possibility of introducing doctoral
studies in education at the graduate
school.
-joy Hofer

and plans to use the property as an animal refuge for
unloved animals including aging circus animals, such as
elephants, camels and kangaroos.
On the walls of the cafe at Clingan's Junction right at the
end of the ranch is a faded black and white photo of two
cowboys. Russell Houghton is one of those cowboys and is a
regular customer at the cafe.
The other donors include a woman who moved to the
Central Valley more than 70 years ago to work in the berry
fields, and a couple who were forced to leave their large land
holdings in Prussia during World War II and who now live on
12 acres of oranges, plants and animals.
"These people have been faithful with what they were
given;' commented Deffenbacher. "They are people who
know how to give generously.'
- joy Hofer

Annual fund celebrates
this year's success
prepares for next year's challenge

D

onors made history during 1997-98
as contributions exceeded $2 million.
"Gifts totaled more than 10 percent of the
university budget for the very first time,"
said Susan Wade, director of annual giving.
Annual fund donations support student scholarships and academic programs.
Generous donors and a team effort by staff
and volunteers were the keys to success,
said Art Enns, vice president of advancement. "Annual support is essential - it
keeps the university running from year to
year." Alumni Relations Director Bruce Porter credited alumni and churches."They really pulled together to help meet the goal."
The gift of a large art collection also helped
put the fund over the top.
Now all staff
members, volunteers,
Those who would like
alumni, churches and doto make a gift to the
nors have to do is - do
Fres no Pacific Un imore in 1998-99."The chalversity Annua l Fund
lenge of reaching our anare enco ur aged to
nual goal is that we have to
telepho ne Susan
start over every year,"
Wade at 209-453Wade said. The goal for
2237 or e-mail her at
next year, which runs May
slwade@fresno.edu.
1-April 30, is just over $2
million.
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art of the mission of a liberal arts education, and

r

especially a Christian liberal arts education is to open

...o

us to a broader range of understandings when it comes

to cultures other than our own. If aU people have been
created in the image of God, then we can learn some-thing
from each of them and their cultures. Prejudice comes from
lack of information and understanding. At FPU, our
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the president

commitment to the God of truth
compels us to enhance our understanding of cultures, ethnic groups
and nations .
We take this responsibility to
provide a global perspective very
seriously. Our International Programs
and Services Office helps recruit
international students to study on our
campus. Each year our student body is
enriched by the many international
students, as well as other recent
immigrants to this country, who join
our ranks. We have an arrangement
with a women's college in Japan that
involves short-term cultural exchanges; this spring we had 26
Japanese students and two faculty
members on our campus for three
weeks. This summer, three of us from
FPU traveled to China to negotiate
another exchange relationship with a
university in the city of Wuhan.
Our involvement with the Coalition
for Christian Colleges and Universities
provides students additional opportunities for cooperative cross-cultural
study and travel, as does our affiliation

with Brethren Colleges Abroad. Our
students return from these learning
adventures with significant new
insights into who they are and what
God wants to accomplish in their lives.
We are also vitally interested in the
cross-cultural and multi-ethnic
opportunities available in our own
land. Cultural and ethnic diversity from
our own com-munity, state and nation
is strongly desired, as we prepare our
students to be aware and sensitive to
the pluralistic society in which we live.
Our own city of Fresno provides a
wonderful learning-living laboratory
for cross-cultural experiences.
Through this emphasis on exposure
to and appreciation of different
cultures, we believe our students will
be better equipped to have an impact
on their world for the cause of Christ.
-Allen Carden
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