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Campus Gymnasium Will Become a Reality
"NOW it's official: A Drive to
construct Fresno Pacific Gym ."
With this headline, the Fresno Bee
scooped us again! Before there was
time to call a press conference for
the news that FPC would proceed
with its special events center/gymnasium, the Bee announced it on
the front page! Need less to say, enthusiasm is high on campus. Final
approval of the projected $2 million
complex was given at the Mennonite Brethren Pacific District Conference in November.
Arthur Jost, newly elected FPC
board chairman, says one of the
conditions of the project is that 75%
o f th e $ 2 million must be raised in
cash and pledges before construction can begin. The fund raising is
one of the responsibilities of the
Gym and Special Events Steering
Committee, chaired by Dr. Alvin
Warkentine. One board member, encouraged by the $850,000 that has
already been pledged, estimates
construction could begin next fall.
In addition to basketball, plans
for the gym include racquetball,
handball, volleyball, and tennis
courts. When conventions or church
activities require more room, movable panels between the courts will
be opened up to increase floor space.

What will the multipurpose center mean for alumni and conference
members? How do students on campus feel about a gym? What is the
athletic department's reaction to
the proposed facilities?
Hal Smith,
athletic director
and basketball
coach, is closely
involved in the
excitement of
having gymnasium facilities.
"The list of advantages is too
Smith
long to include
here , but suffice it to say here that
a gymnasium is essential to a firstclass athletics program. It shows
the college respects athletics as a
valid part of our total program , "
explains Coach Smith. He goes on
to say that intramural sports for
men and women are at the top of
the list. Without facilities the intramural program is currently poorly attended, since it takes place wherever
courts for volleyball or basketball
can be rented." I'm excited about
the effect sports can have on campus unity with adequate facilities."
Model of Gym/Special Events Center

"It's a plus every way you look
at it," says Bill Neufeld, district minister for the Pacific District. He
envisions benefits for local
church members
who can participate in FPC's
athletic events,
as well as use
the complex for
Neufeld
their church recreational programs. Mr. Neufeld is
enthusiastic about the varied possibilities for church and conference.
"It will help create a greater sense
of unity within the conference,"
explains Neufeld. "We will have the
ability to host functions with valley
churches," states Mr. Neufeld, "because we will finally have in Fresno
facilities for events like the annual
spring 500-voice men's choir . "
"Of course," Luetta Reimer responds, "the obvious advantage for
alumni is the tac i I ity itself." As
Mrs. Reimer, director of alumni
relations, points
out, "homecoming" has never
been "at home"
because of the
lack of a gymnaReimer
sium. With the
new complex, traditional events can
be hosted more easily, and the program can also be expanded . "Hopefu I ly, we'l I try some new th in gs. Seeing the college gro w in this way is exciting and affirming. It assures alums
that the institution they were a
part of is alive and optimistic about
the future," Reimer concludes.
Paul Wagner and Mildred Lindberg, head residents for Witmarsum
and Strasbourg Quads (men's and
women's dorms, respectively), add

Wagner

Lindberg

that resident st ud ents are confident
th e gym wi ll finall y be a reality wh ile
they are here." I think students are
exc ited to see both the library addition and th e gym," says Wagner.
"Everyon e
wan ts to be able
to play volleybal I and basketbal 1, and w ith a
gym we' ll have
a place on campus for recreation," says Dave
\
Fuller, a senior
Fuller
from Ontario,
Canada and student body president.
" I think it wil l rea lly boost school
spirit," continues Dave.
"In fact," Merv Bosch man adds,
"we w ill now be able to attract a
group of students who decided
aga in st FPC in the past because we
didn't have a gy m, even though they
wanted t o attend a Christian school
with our quality of facu lty
and our curriculum." Mr. Boschman, w ho directs the admi ssions office , exp lain s that advantages for recruitment are
Bosch man
numerous. For
examp le, loca l high schoo l students
and c hurch youth gro ups can be invited on campus for weekend retreat s and recreat iona l even ings. "We
w ill be abl e to host prospective students for activities on camp us. It
gives them a chance to become acquainted here."
Gary Nachtigal l, admin istrator for stud ent
life activiti es, is
impresse d w ith
th e opportunities for students
and facu lty t o
mix in an inforNachtigall

mal setting. "Faculty, staff, and students w ill be able to play together,"
says Nachtigall, He feels recreation
w ill create a more cohesive atmosphere on campus.
In addition to the many uses of
the complex during the school year,
it will be offered for summer conferences. The complex w ill certainly increase camp us usefulness to
groups w hich might use our summer
facilities. "Having indoor rec reational space available wi ll promote
our use as a summer conference center," says Mr. Nachtigall .
Not only the athletics department, not just basketba l l and soccer
teams, but students, alumn i, everyone associated with Fresn o Pacific
College see this project as a part of
our cont inued growth. It is a reflection of the support and positive attitude of our constitu ency.
The special events center w ill
help FPC "come of age " as a respectable institution. The gym comp le x
represents one facility that all colleges and un iversities have w hich
was lacking here. Athletics wi ll fin ally have a home at FPC!

'A DOLL'S HOUSE' WILL BE
PERFORMED THIS QUARTER
The w inter drama production at
Fresno Pac ific College wi ll be Henrik I bsen's c lassi c social drama, A
Doll's House. Written in 1879, th e
play was one of the first modern
dramas that dealt w ith social issues
in a realistic way . The play wi l l be
performed at 8:00 p.m. in Alu mni
H all Wednesday through Satu rday,
February 20-23. Tickets are $2.50
for adu lts, $1.50 for students and
se ni o r c itizens. Make reservati ons
by calling the school at 251-7194.

WINTER FESTIVAL '80
"Scott Vogt and John Meyer on
a double date-roller skates for
fou r included!" "A Shakespeare
suppe r for four at Wilfred Martens'
h ome." "Homemade cook ies provided eve ry other week du rin g th e
quarter." "Dinner ca tered in your
dorm room and served personally
by Jim and Joan Becke r. "
These are only a fe w of the possible donations which cou ld be offe red at th e second annua l Athletic
Departme nt Auction. The goods
and se rvi ces are prov ided by facult y and staff members. Students do
most of t he bidding, althou gh th e
staff m ight find it im poss ible to
resist b idding on a fe w items!
Hal Smith, athletic di rector and
host of the auction, expect s as
much imagination and c reativity to
go into the contribut i ons as was
sho w n last year. "Secreta r ies volunteered to type te rm papers, men
from the maintenan ce department
offered an oil change fo r a student's car, Curtis Funk donated
t ickets to a performa nce by th e
Fresno Philharmonic, just to nam e
a fe w from last year, " say s Smith .
The auction, w h ich is scheduled
for 7:30 p.m. Friday, February 8,
w ill be held during intermi ssions of
the Jazz Concert.
Oth er events planned for Winte r
Festiva l include th e annu al soccer
game at 2:00 p .m. Satu rday, and
the alu mni cross-c ountry run at
3 :00 p. m . The Soup-er- Bowl dinner
wil l be at 4:30 p.m . Saturday in
A lu mni Hall. Th ere wi ll be an alumni basketba ll gam e at 6:00 p.m. in
th e Fo w ler High gym . The day wi ll
end with a v ars ity basketba ll game
at 8:00 p.m., also at Fowler Hi gh .

International students visit D i sneyland over Christm~s quarter_ break. The_ I ~ter~a~ion
al student Club went to Los Angeles in Decembe r with Mrs. Giovanna Wng t, a visor.
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Enrichment Program students ... hard at work during class ... and taking advantage of a break to get to know each other better.

LIFE ENRICHMENT PROGRAM:
EDUCATION AT ANY AGE
After sixty years, life is more
than staring at four walls each day.
That appears to be the sentiment
of approximately 150 persons, all
beyond age sixty, who have participated in the Life Enrichment Program since its start in spring quarter, 1978.
"The classes not only imparted
kn ow ledge and inspiration but also
provided f ellowship," say Howard
and Verna Epp, enrichment students from F;-esno.
The eight-week program is designed to meet the needs and interests of people w ho continue to explore life after retirement.
A new series of classes will be
meeting each Wednesday from
11 : 30 a.m. to 2 : 30 p.m., January
16 through March 5. Examp les of
topics which will be discussed in
the afternoon focus hour during
winter quarter include: "Why I
N eed a L awyer," "Life in Nigeria,"
and "H ow Diet Can Control Cholesterol."
Participants represent a variety
of churches: Mennonite Brethren,
Baptist, Presbyt erian, Catholic,
Evangelical Free, and others.
"Th ese are beautiful peop le who
have a lot to offer. They show th e
co llege student that life ca n be exciting and enriching at retirement,"
says Arlene Toews, coord inato r of
the enrichment program, reporting
on the enthusiasti c response from
full-tim e students as we ll as partic ipants.
Education is not limited to the
young. "I discovered," says Betty
Fowler of Dinuba, " that it is 'never
too late' to learn ."

Over 450 persons this fall have
demonstrated the meaning of t h at
truth with the ir attendance at
eight regional fund-raising dinners.
The dinners, planned by the office of Institutional Advanceme nt,
served a more important fun ction
than fund-rais ing, howeve r. "The
dinners are intended to develop c loser relations between our friends in
the churches and Fresno Pacific,"
President Jan zen explained.

" Peop le are asking w hy w e don ' t
do this eve ry two or th ree weeks,"
said Leo Wiens, director of Institutional Adva ncement, about the enthusiastic response to the dinners.
In additi on to the good food
and fe llo w ship the format usually
included : (1) report from President
Janzen, (2) music and testi mony
of students, and (3) opportunity to
support Christian education .
The dinners represent not only
funds for programs, bu t the p rayers and goodwill of many persons
who share a vision of Christ ia n higher education .
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With the completion of h is dissert ation,
ROBERT ENNS was granted his Ph.D. in
sociology from the University of Ca lifo rnia, Santa Barbara, du ri n g t he fa ll.

REGIONAL DINNERS SUCCESS

"It is more blessed to give than
to receive. " Ac ts 20:35.

ACTIVITIES

ROY KLASSEN was bass soloist in a
December 9 performance of "T he Messiah." The p resentation of Han del ' s work
was performed by the Fresno Ora torio
Society and sponsored by Fresno Pacif ic.
Mr. Sam Barkman conducted the choir,
which also in cluded solos by te n or Arthur
Huff, soprano Ka t hy Miller, and mezz osop rano Audrey Allen. BEATRICE FLEM1NG played the organ accompaniment.
GIOVANNA WRIGHT completed he r
master' s in lingui stics and Spanish at
California Sta te Unive rs ity, Fresno, in
Dece mber. She wi ll now return to fu lltime teaching after a leave of abse nce
fall quarter.

Or. Jim Becker and Or. Robert Enns

JIM BECKER, who recently comp leted
his disse rtat ion, now has his Ph . D . in oral
interpretation from the Universi t y of
Washington .
"Women Am ong the Brethren," edited
by Ka tie F unk Wiebe and pub lished in
Octobe r by the M . B. Board of Christian
Literature, inc ludes a chapter about Magdalena Becke r written by LUETTA
REIMER.

ROD HARDER has an exhibi t in the
main gallery o f the Fresno Arts Center.
Thirty -five "Fo lded Pieces, " comp leted
during t he summer months, w il l be on
display until January 20. The works are
all abstract design s, irregu lar in sh ape,
created t hroug h th e process of fo lding,
co lor in g, tapin g, and tea r ing single sheets
of paper. O ne aspect of t he wo r k s is the
relationship of surface des ign to t he
three-di mensional quality of the folding
and bend ing process.
LARRY WARKENTIN conducted the
1979 Piano ram a thi s fa l l for th e first
time. T he biennial event is spon sore d by
the Fresno County branch of t he Music
Teachers Assoc iation of Ca liforn ia. The
Piano rama is a production in wh i ch 30
to 100 youngsters play multip iano work s,
two each at the keyboards of as many as
fifty pianos.
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We're "Growing Together in the 80's"

live in Kimpese, Zaire, and John works
as a missionary pilot.

The executive council of Fresno Pacific's Alumni Association met in Fresno
October 20. Because elections were not
held last spring, current members all
agreed to extend their terms by one year.
Officers elected to lead the association
this year are David Jost (BA 68). president; Paul Neufeld (AA 63), vice president; and Lowell Boldt (BA 73), secretary-treasurer. Other members of the board
are Art Enns (FS 69), Norma (Warkentin, FS 65) Froemer, John Janzen (BA
66). Arly Feil (FS 52). Mary Lou (Unruh, FS 63) Rosenfeld, Don Nachtigall
(BA 67). and Marda McGahan, senior
class president.
The council is currently planning a
sp;-ing "yet-together" for aii alumni and
former students. Scheduled for Saturday,
May 17, the evening will include a barbecue on the college green, followed by a
performance of the musical "My Fair
Lady" in the college amphitheater. This
event will replace the alumni banquet
traditionally held during commencement
week.
Unfortunately for us, John (BA 71)
and Judy (Harder, FS 68) Kliewer will
be back in Zaire by then. Together with
their daughter Denise, the Kliewers have
been visiting family, friends, and churches during a deputation furlough. They

Also home on furlough, Martha (Schroeder, FS 63) Dyck was the guest speaker
atthe Mennonite Brethren Pacific District Women ' s Missionary Service fall conference November 10 in Bakersfield. Martha and her husband Roland (FS 65) are
missionaries in Medellin, Colombia,
where they work primarily with young
people. The Dyck's have three children.
Dr. James Wiebe (BA 67) wrote "The
Messenger" from Lafayette, Louisiana,
where he is assistant professor of teacher
education at the University of Southern
Louisiana. At USL, he is teaching mathematics methods courses, setting up a
mathematics lab and clinic, and is involved in bilingual (French -English) education. In addition, he is currently beginning work on his third book, which
wili present methods for the diagnostic
teaching of arithmetic. After leaving FPC,
James spent three years in Belgium and
Zaire in an MCC assignment; earned a
masters degree in French from CSUFullerton; and completed the PhD in elementary mathematics education at Arizona State University in 1977. James'
wife Malorie is also a teacher and most
recently worked as curriculum specialist
for the gifted in Tempe, Arizona.
Three other members of the Wiebe family also attended Fresno Pacific. Jean
(Wiebe, FS 68) and her husband Bill Deeter (BA 69) live in Mehama, Oregon,

FRESNO PACIFIC COLLEGE
1717 S. Chestnut Ave.
Fresno, California 93702

where Bill owns a cabinet-making business. The Deeters have one child . ~
(Wiebe, FS 69), her husband Randy
Regier (FS 69). and their three children
live in Madrid, Nebraska, where they own
a farm . And Steven (FS 71), who completed his masters degree in English at
CSU-Fresno in 1977, is lecturer in English at New Mexico State University,
Grants, New Mexico.
Ruth Ratzlaff (BA 72) was admitted to
the California bar in November. Ruth
graduated in May with the doctor of jurisprudence degree from Golden Gate University School of Law. She is currently
doing legal research for the Continuing
Education of the Bar in Berkeley.
Another alum in law is Alberto Quintela (BA 75) who was awarded the doctci"r"°of jurisprudence degree in December
from University of Minnesota's Law
School. He will take the Minnesota bar
exam in February. Employed by the
Minnesota Corrections Board, Alberto is
a Minnesota Governor's Intern. He also
serves as an arbitration judge for the Minnesota Better Business Bureau. His wife
Helen is a 5th grade teacher.
In Texas, Carolyn (Hodel, FS 72) Weatherly is the new head librarian at the
Freeport Public Library . Her husband
Frank is employed at Dow Chemical Co.
The Weatherlys have two daughters.
Roger Gregory (BA 78) recently participated in two Fresno Community Theater productions : Shakespeare's "Julius
Caesar" and Dickens' "A Christmas
Carol."
Betty Klassen (BA 71) and Connie
(Wiebe, AA 61) Isaac each wrote two
chapter biographies for the recently released book "Women Among the Brethren," edited by Katie Funk Wiebe .
Matt Wagner (BA 78) is doing graduate
work at Azusa Pacific in the marriage and
family counselor program. He and Jeannette Varner were married July 7, 1979.
Dennis (FS 72) and Judy (Penner, BA
72) Weibert live in Fresno, where Dennis
is employed by San Joaquin Glass. Their
second son , Matthew Dennis, was born
May 3, 1979. Big brother Michael is 2.
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