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Reflection of the Dean
ON BECOMING A SENIOR COLLEGE
On Augu st 3, 1963 the United States Area Conference of the Mennonite
Brethren Church in session at Mountain Lake, Minnesota, made a decision
which will be implemented this fall with the addition of seniors to Pacific
College. At the time of that historic decision the President and I, becoming
aware of the magnitude of our new assignment, bowed in prayer. Progress
has been made, and we were grateful for we realized the truth of Trueblood ' s
statement in the Idea of a College that
ed to discontinue. Thus it is imperative
unless we are advancing stability is
that all of us take thought together
impossible and decay has already be regard ing the answers to these quesgun .
tions .
These reflections come from one
Realizing th e challenge of these
who is asking questions about the
questions let us th ink together regard objectives of our school, about the
ing the nature of students, faculty ,
nature of true excellence, the pos iting
administration , curriculum, the college
of values appropriate to this age yet
as a community, and the college in
based up the Word of God , about the
the community .
challenge posed by our colleagues
Students . As we become a senior
among other faculties and by other
students who believe we are in a college our student body will become
much more cosmopolitan in nature.
post-Christian era, or by the so-called
" new morality. " The answers to these We w i ll begin to attract students from
questions are vital to the life of the many nat ional and international cirschool. It has been pred icted that in cles. We look forward to the pr ivilege
of sharing other po ints of view and
the next decade over a thousand colleges wi ll be established, and that reconci Ii ng differences.
Since our object ives will now inmany schools which are in a position
similar to Pacific College will be fore- clude the preparation of stud ents for

Number 1
graduate school, we will need to be come more selective and to motivate
our students to do more than merely
complete their education but to view
education as an unending process .
This " intellectual longevity" is frequently in evidence in their high school
record. However, Pacific College will
continue to serve its Mennonite Brethren constituency by providing an enriching spiritual and intellectual environment and a mod ifi ed curriculum
which will serve the student who
comes for only a year or two .
Pac ific College w i ll now be able to
provide four years of rapid growth
with a measure of sp iritual , social and
intellectual maturity as the ultimate
goal. This process will demand a cooperative effort on the part of the
faculty and the students.
Of particular concern will be the
education of our young women . W ith
many facing ea r ly mar ia ge, early
parenthood and an early return to the
labor market, we must adequately
prepare them for each of these tasks.
Th is is a challenge to wh ich we must
give our best thought.
We ask the support of our alumni
as we offer a four year prog ra m .
Though somewhat different in nature
from what they experienced , ou r objective w il l be to produce young men
and women with the skills necessary
to meet today' s challenge in the educat ional world, the world of bus iness and espec ially the challenge of
the church and its world-w ide imperative mission .
Faculty. Selecting a faculty to meet
these needs is an unending and difficult process. We will strive to recruit
as teachers, those persons who have
a deep commitment to Chri st along
with academic prowess and excellence. For our freshmen we will select
our f inest and most exciting teachers .
For all of our students, and especiall y
our upper classmen, we w ill try to
arrange many close contacts between
(Continued on page 2)

From the President's Desk

The twentieth year of Pacific promises to be one o f its most significant.
A number of major milestones are
being reached.
The largest student body in the history of the college will enroll on September 9. Included w ill be the largest
freshman class as well as more students from more foreign countries .
But it is the individual student with
h is or her potent ial for the future that
forms our pr imary challenge.
This year marks the completion of
the transition from a junior college
to a senior college. Because of the
favorable recommendation of the visiti ng team, the Western Associat ion
of Schoo ls and Colleges now lists Pacific as a candidate for sen ior college
accred itation . The new opportun ities
for service as a Christian senior college
sometimes awe us. It w ill be only by
the grace of God that we w ill be able
to meet this challenge .
A larger and stronger faculty is
ready to serve . A number of excellent
men and women have joined our staff,
permitting a richer and broader pro gram to be o ffered to ou r students.
All of us who serve solicit your prayerful su pport.
These milestones are the product
of many years of labor and devotion
on the part of all who have served
here. It is impo ssib le to list their
names or the ir individual contributions . But it is fitting that we should
pause in this anniversary year to express ou r gratitude to them . O ur predecessors have built a strong foundation . Their contributions helped to
build lives of service as well as a
continuing instituti on .
The Christian concerns and empha sis remain the heart of Pac ific. They
give its only purpose for being . As
we look to the year ahead, we see
challenges that w i ll test our faith .
We know that events o f great consequence lie ahead . These w i ll be met
successfully only if we have the understand ing and support o f each of our
readers . We earnestly solicit y ou r fa ithful prayer support.

REFLECTION OF THE DEAN
(Continued from page l)
the teacher and the student. Ou r upper
division classes w ill be small and will
demand a great deal of individual
initiative by the students, but they w ill
give opportun ity for interaction w ith
faculty in small intimate groups . The
daily chapels w i ll deal with many v ita l
top ics and frequently time will be given for the d iscussi on of these topics
in small groups with faculty members.
Administration. The major task of
the administration is to create the
proper educational atmosphere for
both the teacher and student by making efficient and wise decisions . As
we become a senior college the multitude of tasks wh ich were originally
borne by a few w i ll need to be delegated to new and responsible people.
This delegation of respons ibility wll
demand the granting o f greater author ity . This will demand a m ore careful definition of tasks, and increasing
teamwork on the part of all adminis trators. Each of us as administrators,
p led ge ourselves to this effort.
Curriculum. Where the two year
curriculum often was terminal it now
becomes important that the first two
years be really in the best sense, gen eral education . To achieve this the
courses offered to the student in the
first two years will be necessarily
somewhat prescriptive . This general
education will continue by ma ki ng
room for a number of electives wh ich
will aid in broaden ing the student in
his juni or and se n ior years , and also
by demanding that he take some integrative courses . Among these integrative courses the most important
will be " Christianity and Contemporary Thought" which w ill be required
of all seniors and will attempt to focus
all of the students " knowledge on current Christian and non -Chr istia n alternatives to pressing problem s.
The majors o ffered w ill have a two fold purpose : to prepare for graduate
work, and to provide for vocational
prof icie ncy. Since the teach ing profes sion offers an avenue of service to
many of our young people, much of
our curriculum w i ll be geared to the ir
needs. Since Cal ifornia now requi res
five years for both elementary and
secondary teaching close cooperation
will be continued with Fresno State
College and other state colleges and
universities to which our graduates
may transfer.
As A Community. A college is more
than a group of individuals. It is a
community. As maturing people share
in chapels, assemblies, classes, dorm-

itories, life and extra-curricular activ ities , traditions w ill be established,
values sharpened, and friendsh ips
built. Ours must become a cooperative, supportive and above all else,
a red em ptive community. It must be
espec ially redemptive, in that those
who do not know Jesus Christ as
Sav ior find Him as such, and in that
all of us at Pacific College acknowledg e Him as Lord and grow to perfect ion in Him.
In The Community. In the larger
academic community Pacific Co llege
as a four year institution must not be
merely the addition of another college,
but of a college which will fulfill the
distinct role of a Chr isti an college o f
the arts and sc iences . The delineation
of the exact nature of that rol e w ill
be the exciting and difficult task o f
Pacific College along w ith other colleges of a sim ilar nature .
In the Fresno commun ity Pacific College w i ll f i ll the need fo r a pr ivate
liberal arts college . As such it will
complement the already existing junior college, and the state college, both
of which welcome the additio n of a
private institu tion of higher learn i ng.
In th is academic community, Pacific
College as a Chr is tian College is free
to explore all of God 's truth , bringing
all of God 's Word to bear upon it and
its mean ing for today.
In the larger Chr istia n community
Pacific College must serve as a missionary endeavor of the M ennonite
Brethren church in probing areas of
questioning, in giving answers in
areas of doubt, and doing this for all
concerned Chri stia ns. What a challenge it is to the mis sio nary concept
of the Mennonite Brethren to serve
concerned Christian young people of
all denominations of our nation , our
state , and our area w ith Christian
higher education .
Since Pa cific College is supported
by the Mennonite Brethren and since
by the Board of Edu cation resolution
60 percent of its young people will
continue to come from Mennonite
ranks, it becomes im perative that we
serve these young people by deepening th eir commitment to the Lo rd Jesus
Chr ist, by broadening their horizons
regarding the nature of the church
and of our denomination, and by preparing them to be truly Christia n parents, businessmen, farmers, teachers,
doctors, social workers, church workers and most important, missionaries
and ministers.
Pray w ith us that these ob jecti ves
may become a reality as Pac ific College becomes a senior college .

Berl in airport, a delegati on of Berl in
Mennonites, including Pastor Gerha rd
Hei n , was waiting . Several days were
spent in West and East Be r lin, w ith
visits to var ious h is tor ic sites and meetings with many in teresting people . The
v isi t to the Mennon ites of East Berl in
was especially stimulating. Here th e
g roup found some dynamic Christians,
w o rsh ipping freely an d joyously in a
country governed by people who are
admittedly opposed to Chr istia nity.
The Mennon ite hosts had prepared a
recepti on , and during this time there
was a refreshing experie nce of sp iritual sh ar ing . A Luthera n minister was
also present wh o added much to the
r ichness o f this spiritual fellowship.

Pa rt o f th e Europ e an tour g roup visiti ng a famou s ca stle in Hei de lbe rg .Th e g roup in clud es
the Pacifi c College me mbers, Profe sso rs Klas sen and Nachtiga ll, a nd stud e nts Rodn ey Be cke r, J im
Brandt, and Rod G reenfield.

THE EUROPEAN TOUR
Dur ing the past summer, several membe rs of the Pacific College commun ity participated in a six -week tour of Europe. The tour, sponsored by
Good w il l Amb assadors, Inc. , w as brought abou t by the unt iri ng efforts of
Mr. Dwight Wi ebe, president of the organization . The trip to Europe was
des igned to foster better understanding between Ameri ca ns and Europea ns,
and , at the same t ime, to give participants a greater appreciation of the ir
spiritual and historical European heritage.
church. A few hundred yards from the
Those going on the tour from Pacific
town there is a monument to M enno,
included Rodney Becker, Jim Brandt
b u ilt on the site of a buildi ng where
a nd Rod Greenfie ld. In addition , th ere
he used to prea ch . It was in Witmarwere Coach Gary Nachtigall and Glorsum that M en no experienced a new·
ia Nachtigall, as well as Dr . Peter J .
ness of life as he grasped the meanKlassen , tour leader. During the course
ing o f salvation by faith.
o f travels thro ughout Europe, twenty Fro m the Netherlands, the group
n ine members of the group heard apwent on in to Germany, visiting Mun propriate lectures on church music by
ster, Cologne a nd Bonn . In th e latter
Dr. Paul Wohlgemuth of Tabor Colleg e ci ty , members of the German Bundeand on hi story, both secular and reli - stag (Parliament) addressed the group.
g ious, by Dr. Klassen.
On e of th e men was a Lutheran pas O n June 6th the group left New
tor who was well acquainted w ith
York by plane, arriving in Amsterda m
the M ennon ites, especially their relief
on the following morning . Here,
work after World War II. Later, the
through previous arrangements with
group visited the Am erican embassy
Menno Travel Service, the motor-coach
in Bad Godesburg, ju st outside Bonn .
was already waiting for the group .
Here the members were very cordially
A few days w ere now spent in the
received a nd give n a briefing on the
Netherland s, with special attention
work of th e fo reig n service, and es being g "iven to p laces of sign ifica nce
pecially of the U. S. Information Ser for Mennonite h istory . Thu s, th e villvice (as the U.S. l.A. is known abroad).
age of Pingjum , where Menno Simons
After this very interesting visit in
began his m inistry as a priest, was
Bonn a nd its environs, the tour group
vis ited. Other places of interest includ- drove a long the Rh ine, noting the num ed the h idden church, indicative of the
erous p icturesque castles along its
grave problems faced by Mennon ites
b anks, a lso the famous Lorele i. Soon
when they did not have freedom of they w ere in M aintz, from where they
worship .
drove to Fra n kfurt to fly to Ber lin .
The group also went to Witmarsum,
The v isit to Berlin w as certa in ly one
where there is now a newly-e rected
of the h ighl ights of the trip. At the

W hen the tour members return ed
to West Berl in, they went to the Menno Heim, wh ere the Mennonites of
th is area had assemb led . Aga in, th ere
was a very rewarding t im e as experie nces and co ncerns w ere shared. A
recurrent notes wa s that of profound
gratitude to th e b rethren in Amer ica
who had helped alleviate the distresses of w ar.
From Berl in, the group flew back
to Frankfurt to be rece ived by members of the M .C.C. Duri ng the visit to
the M .C.C. center, the tou r ists were
g ive n a report of the wo rk that th is
organization is doing, especiall y in
Eu rope and North Africa .
A fter leavi ng Frankfurt, the group
drove to the We ie rhof , a M ennon ite
community in th e scenic Palatinate.
Enroute there w as a visit in Worms
w ith its im pressive Luther mo nument
commemmorating the famous stand
that the reformer too k in t his city in
1521 wh en he insisted that he would
be true to th e word of God no matter
what th e cost.
In the We ierhof, there was an opportunity to visit a number of homes
as well as the local school, maintained by the M en nonites . Members of
th is commu n ity, especially Pastor Pau l
Schowalter, were most helpful in
showing th e beauties of this area and
in outlini ng the historical development
of this commu n ity.
Not far from the Weierhof is the
village of Enkenbach , inhabited mostly by former refugees from East Germany and East Prus sia. Many of the
homes in this area were built by Paxmen, and the members of thi s commun ity expressed a profou n d grat itude for the assistance that had been
given them by American M ennonites.
Follow ing a very enriching time in
this general area, the tour continued
{Continued on back page)

on to the beautiful city of Heidelberg,
then to Munich for night, then on to
Vienna. On the way there was a brief
visit to Salzburg, the home of Mozart,
and also Mauthausen, the infamous
former concentration camp and extermination center. Here can be seen
the barracks where the pr isoners were
kept, the gas chambers where the
prisoners were killed, the ovens where
some 250,000 corpses were burned .
Words cannot adequately express the
sense of pathos, of futility, of sorrow,
that the viewer experiences here. Here
surely is a classic monument to man ' s
inhumanity, to the barbarous element
that lurks with in man.
In Vienna, the group toured many
of the city ' s beaut iful and historic sites,
and also v isited the Karlsschule, a
Protestant school rebuilt after the war
with the help of Paxmen . After Vienna ,
the next major destination was Rome .
One of the nights enroute was spent
in Assisi, home of the father of the
Franciscan order.
After arrival in Rome , the members
found that t ime seemed only too short
to perm it them to see everything they
wanted to see . Nonetheless, they v isitd many of Rome ' s almost innumerable landmarks, such as St. Peter' s,
with its massive grandeur, the Vatican
Museum, w ith its vast art treasure ,
the Sisti ne Chapel , with Michelangelo ' s masterpieces. Not far from Vatican City is the Roman Forum , once
the heart of the Romal Emp ire . Just
beyond the Forum is the Co losseum ,
where gladiators fought and Chr istia ns
died. The group also drove along the
Appian Way to the catacombs, where
early Christians hid and worshipped .
Leaving Rome, the tour moved
northward to Florence , to Pisa and
to Milan . In these cities they saw num erous creations of various mastersGh iberti 's " Gates of Parad ise, " da
Vinci ' s " Last Supper, " Brunellesch i ' s

celebrated cupola topping the Goth ic
cathedral in Florence .
The last night in Italy was spent in
Stressa , on peaceful and beautiful
Lake Maggiore . Then, on to Chamonix,
where some members of the tour took
advantage of the Mont Blanc ski lift.
From here they drove to Switzerland,
where the tour would end.
In Geneva , there was a brief visit
to various historic centers, such as the
Reformation Monument and the Palace of the former League of Nations,
now used by the United Nations . From
here, the group drove on to Lausanne ,
w ith its h ighly informa t ive exhibition ,
then on to Berne, Basel and the Bienenberg . The Bienenberg is the home
of the European Mennonite Bible
School. Jn the summer, the center is a
well-attended resort area. Here, the
Goodwill Am bassadors were most cordially rece ived , and Mr. Samuel Gerber, d irector of the Bie nen berg , gave
them a gu ided tour of the area.
After the Bienenbe rg, the next destinat ion was Zur ich, the cradle of the
Anabaptist - Mennonite
movement.
Here the group saw the Gross Minster,
where Zw ingl i preached a return to
biblical faith. Here, too, they vis ited
the places where Conrad Grebel liv ed, where George Balurock was whip ped through the streets, where Felix
Mantz was drowned because he called for a return to New Testament principles.
Here in Zurich , on July 1, the tour
ended. Members of the group were
now free to travel about as they w ish ed. Some went to England, others to
Scand inavia or Czechoslovakia. O n
Sunday, July 19, after joining in the
worship service at the Amsterdam
Mennonite Church, the group boarded
the charter plane and returned to
America , loaded with souvenirs, pictures, and , above all , with memories
of experiences that would continue to
enrich and influence lives .

DORMS ENLARGED
Because of the unexpected h igh
enrollment for next year Pacific College began a crash program of dormitory expansion in late spring . An
additional two story un it is be ing added to both the men ' s and wo men's
residences . Each un it w ill contain
three four-room modules that w ill
house 25 students, plus tw o apartments on the ground floor.
Construction on the men ' s dorm
began in mid-May and it is scheduled to be ready for occupancy by
September 7 , the start of the Pac ific
school year. The women ' s residence
was started a month later and w ill
be completed in early November.
The men 's res idence is being fin anced through deferred gifts, 12 year
loans at 5 per cent interest from mem bers of the constituency, and cash donations . The women ' s dorm is fi n anced by a loan through the CrockerCitizens Bank. Both dorms are being
constructed at the same cost as the
earlier un its, which is over 50 per
cent below the national average o f
$4 ,000 .00 per student.
Ex isting dorms as well as both new
additions are already filled to capacity by returni ng students and new
applicati ons.

Men's dorm receives finishing touches .
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