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Photo abov e sh ows speaker D r. M . S. Gaede and po rtion of crowd
i n attenda n ce at d o rm it o r y ded icat ion on Pacif ic Co ll ege cam pus.

N EW DORMITORIES DEDICATED
Sunday, April 9, marked the completion
of another step in campus development
at Pacific as the two new dormitory build ings were dedicated in an afternoon se rvice
on the campus. Many j oined together under
the w arm spring sky to commemorate this
occasion.
The dedication program was opened with
Scripture reading and prayer led by the
Rev. Elmer Martens of the Fresno Butler
A venue M. B. Church. Special music was
provided by the College choir under the
direction cf Mr. Dietrich Friesen. Speaker
for the occasion was Dr. M. S. Gaede, secretary of the M. B. Board of Education.
Dr. Gaede traced the development of the
school from its inception as a Bible Insti tute to the present Pacific College with
both a junior college and Bible institute
(Continued on page 4)

ALUMNI-FORMER
ANNOUNCED

STUDENT

BANQUET

The an n ual ban quet of the A lumni and
Former Students Association of Pacific Col lege w ill be hel d on Saturday, May 27,
at 6:45 p.m. Location of the banquet will
be the Bethany Mennonite Brethren Chur ch
of Fresno, corner of Orchard and Olive.
Banquet speaker will be Rev. Wald 8 Hiebert, professor at the Mennonite Brethren
Biblical Seminary and Pacific College.
Alumni members look forward to this
annual time of fellowship and renewir. g
of acquaintan ces among former students
and alumni. T ickets for the banquet are
ava ilable through representatives in Menn onite Breth ren Churches. Those not hav ing access to ticket salesmen may make
reservations for the ba nquet by w ri t ing
to the A lumni Secretary, Mrs. Tillie Re imer, 1080 Kern, Kingsburg, California.

DR. JOHN R. DUNKIN TO BE
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER

Dr. John R. Dunkin, President of the
Los Angeles Baptist Ccllege and Theolagical Seminary has been chosen as speaker
for the annual commencement of Pacific
College and the Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary. Th e
commencement will be
held on Friday evening,
June 2, at 7:30 p.m.
and will take place in
the sanctuary of the
Bethany M. B. Church,
in Fresno, California.
Dr. Dunkin took his academic training
at Wheat on College, who granted him the
B. S. degree, and at the Dallas Theological
Seminary, Dallas, Texas, where he was
granted both the Th. M. and the Th. D.
degrees. In 1945 he became pastor of the
Worthley Road Baptist church in London,
Ontario, Canada, and also instructor at the
London Bible Institute. In 1951 he became
Professor of Theology in the Baptist Bible
Seminary, Johnson City, New York. In
F ebruary of 1952 he was appointed as
Dean of the Seminary. In August, 1959 ,
he became president of the Los Angeles
Baptist College and Theological Seminary.
He has served as a m ember of various
mission agencies and is presently a member of the Council of Fourteen of the General Association of Regular Baptist
Churches. He is also chairman of the F ar
Western Section of the Evangelical Theological Society.
The public is cordi ally invited to attend all the sessions of commencement
week of the Seminary and the College.

BOARD COMMITTEES MEET IN FRESNO

The Executive Committee and the Finance Committee of the Board of Education
of the U. S. Conference of the Men rnnite
Brethren Church was in session in F resno
on April 18 to 20, 1961.
On the agenda was the matter of budget
considerations for the three schools under
the board's control. For Pacific College,
the Beard went on record to allow an expenditure of $11,000 toward library books
for the coming year. This action was taken
in light of the recommendation of the Western College Association in its accreditation·
report that the standard of the library be
brought higher before the next visit of the
committee.
During its sessions, the Board ackn owledged the receipt from Rev. and Mrs. Joh:-i
H. Lohrenz, r eturned missionaries from India, of a n annuity contract in the a mount cf
$20,000.00, to establish a fund toward the
construction of a memorial library for t ne
Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary.
Library plans are to be so designed that
one library building will eventually house
the libraries for both the Seminary and
the College, thus allowing for eccnomy i:i
book purchases as well as in administra tive costs of the library.
In further action, the Board suggested
that the administration of the schools investigate the possibility of combining College dormitory facilities with housing for
seminary students, with the suggestion that
Seminary students might provide dormitory supervision while at the same time
meeting their housing needs.
In action of the Finance Committee, budgets were completed fer the schools for
the coming year, and long range plans were
implemented for the overall school program.

COLLEGE APPLIES FOR BUILDING LOAN

The West Coast Area Committee of the
Board of Education, in sessi:n on March
28, 1961, authorized the Pacific College
administration to investigate the possibilities of securing a federal loan for the
building of a dining hall and more dormit ory facilities. The authorization was granted on the basis of conference action that
the schools of the M . B. Conference seek
to build and advance as funds are ava ilable from other than subsidy sources.
Mr. Arthur J . Wiebe, incoming director,
reports that a visit h as b een m ade to the
Feder al Housing Agency in San Francisco
and application for a loan has been made.

Current rates of interest on such loans is
three and one-half percent.
Architect's drawings of the dining h all
were completed last year in conjunction
with plans for the d ormitory u nits just
completed, and are ready , with a few minor
changes, for the beginning of construction.
Further dormitory expansion will see the
new units built in the same style as those
presently existing.
Scheduling of actual construction will
await approval of the overall board of education when the proposed loan is approved by the federal agency.

NEW DIRECTOR CHOSEN

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS VISIT COLLEGE

BACCALAUREATE SPEAKER

Some eighty-five high school sen~crs
from Oregon and California were in attendance at the annual Senior Visitors' Day
April 7. Senior Visitors' Day gives graduating high school students the opportunity
to become acquainted with the College
program in a more intimate manner,
making it possible for students to make
a wiser decision regarding their future
training.
The days schedule was designed to give
students an insight into as many aspects
of college life as possible. After registration, the seniors joined the Pacific students
in a special chapel service in which the
College program was presented through
musical numbers and explanatory comments of certain phases of the student program. Mr. T . R. Nickel, instructor at the
College, concluded the service with a special challenge to the seniors.
After the chapel service, the seniors were
given t curs of the campus in smaller groups
viewing the new dormitories and classroom
building and receiving information as to
the nature of college instruction.
Students attending the Senior Visitors'
Day came from the Reedley, Dinuba, Zion,
Bakersfield, Rosedale, Wasco, Shafter,
South Shafter, Bethany, Butler, Sunset
Gardens, and Dallas Mennonite Brethren
churches. A number of students from other
churches were also in attendance.
Other students not finding it possible to
visit the College on Senior Visitors' Day,
have visited at other times.

Chosen to be speaker for the 1961 Baccalaureate Service has been Mr. Arthur
J. Wiebe, incoming director of Pacific College. The service will
be a joint service cf
the College and the
Mennonite
Brethren
Biblical Seminary, and
will be held in the
B e t h a n y Mennonite
Brethren Church, Olive
and Orchard, Fresno,
California. The service
will be held on Sunday
evening, May 28, 1961,
at 7:30 p.m.
Mr . Wiebe's wide background of training
and experience well qualifies him for thi s
presentation. For 12 years he served as instructor at the Immanuel Academy in
Reedley, California, the last five years
serving also as administratcr of the school.
During this time he was licensed as a minister by the Reedley Mennonite Brethren
Church. At present, Mr. Wiebe is doing
graduate work at Stanford University, Palo
Alto, California, in the fields of mathematics and administration. He has recently
completed manuscript for a textbook setting forth a new meth cd of teaching mathematics. This book will be published shortly
by a leading textbook company.
During the past year, Mr. Wiebe has
been associated with Pacific College, giving
able guidance and direction to the development of the program both in curriculum
planning, faculty procurement and plant
development. He will be coming to tne
Pacific Campus in a resident capacity on
August 1, 1961.
CALENDAR

May

5

Pacific College Spring Ba nqu et
Speaker - Rev. John Miller

May 12, 13 College Work Days
May 28

Baccalaureate - Pacific Coll ege
and Mennonite Brethren Biblical
Seminary
Speaker - Mr. Arthur J. Wiebe

June 2

Commencement - Pacific College
and Mennonite Brethren Biblical
Seminary
Speaker - Dr. John Dunkin

OREGON SENIORS VISIT CAMPUS

Six high school seniors from Salem, Oregon, accompanied by the pastor, Rev.
Leonard Vogt, visited the Pacific Campus
on Friday, April 28 . The group arrived on
campus on Thursday night, where they
were given lodging in the dormitories. On
Friday they visited classes in the morning,
and were guests at a special chapel at
which student body officers told of the
various student activites of the college. In
the afternoon they met with director Joel
A Wiebe to discuss the program of the
c~llege and to ask questions regarding
specific items in program planning. The
group returned to Salem early Saturday
morning. These seniors had planned to
visit the school on the regular senior day,
but were prevented from doing so by the
death and funeral of their Sunday School
teacher a few days previous to their coming.

NICKEL VISITS CHURCHES

MANY SEE MUSICAL PLAY

T. R. Nickel , member of the C:llege
faculty, spent the weekend of March 24-26
ministering and contacting students in the
Orland, California, area. Friday ever:ing,
March 24, a community meeting was held
in th e Orland M . B. Church at which Mr.
Nickel presented an illustrated lecture,
"From Damascus to Jerusalem," based on
his experiences traveling in the Holy Land.
S a turday he ministered in a Sunday School
Workshop meeting. Sunday morning he
again ministered in the Orland church. In
fulfilling one of the primary objectives
of the weekend, Mr. Nickel was able to
contact personally a number of prospective
college students for the coming school
year.

Throughout the month of March, six
performances of the musical play, REJECTED, were presented to a total audi"n ce
of approximately 1500 people. Nearly thirty
Pacific students participated in the production, which was presented twice in the
Fresno area, three times in the Immanuel
Academy Chapel in Reedley , and once in
the Rosedale - Bakersfield - Shafter - Wasco
area 200 miles south of Fresno.
REJECTED was written by Malind'.l
Penner of Tabor College and Paul Ratzlaff
of Biola College and represents a significant contribution by individuals of Mennonite Brethren background to the field of
Christian drama. Miss Penner and Mr .
Ratzlaff have written a second musical
play entitled, MODERN JONAH.
Musical director of the play for the Pacific performances was D ietrich Friesen,
director of music at the Ccllege. Directing
the play was Dalton Reimer, instructor in
speech at Pacific.
The response to the play was encouraging to the College. In the opinion of students in the field of Christian dra ma, thi s
form of art has some real possibilities as
a medium for communicating certain aspects of the Christian message. It is c ne
of the objectives of the drama program at
Pacific to create an awareness of the possible contributions of Christian drama to
the Christian witness.

Throughout the schocl year, Mr. Nickel
has devoted a portion of his time to public
relations for Pacific. He has also become
well known in churches, clubs·, paren t teacher associations, and other organizations for his illustrated lectures on the
Holy Land.

MINISTERS MEET ON PACIFIC CAMPUS
Members of the Fresno Ministerial Alliance held their monthly meeting for April
on the campus of Pacific College. Meeting
on Friday, April 28, approximately 40
ministers of the Fresno community were
present.
The group began its session at 10:30 with
a prayer meeting. At 11 :00 they gathered
for their morning session. At this portion of
the program the Pacific music department
presented a fifteen minute program of
music. The male quartette, ladies tri o,
sextette and a small choral group participated.
At 12:30, the group was served lunch in
the CoUege dining hall. Rev. Richard
Brown, pastor of the First Christia n Church
of ·Fresno, was the chairman for the meeting. Brochures telling of the college program were presented to each person present, a nd Interim Director Joel A. Wiebe
spoke of the program of the college and
answered specific questions of the mm1s ters as to the program and future development of the school.
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(Continued from page 1)
curriculum. Representing the Board of Education, Mr. P . A. Enns, chairman of the
Western committee of the U . S. Board of
Education, presented the buildings. Responding to the presentati on was Mr . Joe l
Wiebe, interim director of the College.
Dedicatory prayers were offered by Rev.
H . R. Wiens, pastor of the Dinuba M. B.
Church; Mr. E. J. Peters, chairman of the
U . S . Board of Education; and Mr. Robert
Klassen, librarian of the College.
After the dedication program, the many
friends of the College in attendance viewed
the new dormitories and participated in
refreshments served in the lounge of the
boy's dormitory.

