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SEMINARY CLASS OF 1958
All seven memb!'!rs of the Seminary graduating class of this year have accepted
definite calls for service for the Lord.
With the exception of one, all are serving
as pastors of churches in the United States.
David D. Block is serving as pastor of
the South Shafter Mennonite Brethren
·church. Jacob A. Froese is continuing as
pastor of the East Belmont Community
Church of Fresno and is planning to enter
Golden Gate Baptist Seminary at Berkeley
California this fall for further studies'.
John Klassen a nd wife, Patricia, are missionary candidates for South America under the Mennonite Brethren Board of
Foreign Missions. Eugene L. Janzen, who
completed his work at the end of the first
semester, has been the pastor of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Los Ebanos
Texas since early spring. Elmer A. Marten~
has followed the leading o.f the L ord in
another direction than he had at first anticipated. Instead of continuing his studies
at Fuller Theological Seminary, he has
accepted the call to the pastorate of the
Butler Avenue Mennonite Brethren Church
o-f Fresno. David C. Plett is serving as
pastor of the Mennonite Brethren Church
of Ingalls, Kansas. Nick Rempel has ac·
cepted the call to pastor the newly or·
ganized Mennonite Brethren Church in
Seattle, Washington. This is a new project
of the Pacific District Board of Home
Missions.

Dr. G. W. Peters, Dean of the Seminary,
stated that according to the number of
requests for pastors from the churches,
more than twice as many graduates could
have been placed this spring.
Mr. Block and Mr. Rempel, members
of the Butler Avenue Mennonite Brethren
Church have been licensed by that Church
for their respective ministries. Mr. Martens
was licensed by the Bethany Mennonite
Brethren Church of Fresno of which he
is a member.
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SEMINARY SIGN
Mr. J. E. Klassen, member of the Shafter
Mennonite Brethren Church, has donated
a much needed sign to the Seminary. Mr.
Klassen, a cabinet-maker by trade, constructed the sign out of redwood, painting
the incised letters in ivory colored enamel
paint.
The sign has been placed at the entrance
to the drive leading to the Seminary building. It is located at such an angle that it
may be seen from the east and west on
Chestnut Street and from the north on
Butler A venue.
Mr. Klassen delivered the sign from
Shafter during the last week o-f school in
May. The sign will clear up a great deal
of confusion for the public as to the exact
location of the Seminary. Our thanks go
to Mr. Klassen.

BUILDING PROGRAM PROGRESSES
Plans for the beginning of construction
on a classroom wing on the new 20 acre
campus site are progressing nicely. On
Monday, May 19, a group of builders met
with the West Coast Area Board and mem·
bers of the Administration to further study
plans for the n ew building. Among mat.
ters discussed at this meeting were type
of construction, heating, floors, etc. Great
interest in the proposed building was evi·
d.enced by those in attendance.
On Saturday, June 28, representatives
to the Building Committee met at the Institute tc- set up an Executive group to
implement the work of building. This
group will actually supervise construction
of the first new building on the West
Coast for the Board of Education. Plans
were again reviewed, and definite recom·
mendations made as to construction of
the building. The Executive Committelil
consists of Mr. Sam Knaak, Reedley,
Chairman; Mr. Albert Enns, Dinuba, Vice
Chairman; Mr. Joel A. Wiebe, Faculty
Building Committee representative, Sec(Continued on back page)

STUDENT PROSPECTS FAVORABLE
Student prospects for P.B.I. look good,
according to a report from the Dean's
Office. A fair number of Applications fo.r
Admission have been received already,
and a good number of other young people
have indicated they will be in attendance
when the f all semester begins. Dean Wiebe
has just returned from a trip to the north
to solicit students. In Oregon and Wash·
ington he interviewed all high school seniors. He also spent some time in British
Columbia, contacting those prospective
students from whom the school has re·
ceived inquiries.
While the applic s tio ns are beginning to
come in, the Dean emphasized that stu·
dents planning to attend the Institute this
fall should endeavor t o. get their application forms a nd other necessary information, such as transcripts , references, medical forms, etc. sent in, so there need be
no delay at enrollment time.
Applications have been received to date
from the following people: Miss Linda
Neufeld, Lodi; Miss Rose Schaffer, Orland;
Ashley Dick, Blaine, Wash.; Donald Doerk·
sen, Reedley; Marion Fast, Salem, Oregon;
Garabed Kalfayan, Alexandria, Egypt;
Marianne Neufeld, Dallas, Oregon; Ronald Neufeld, So. Burnaby, B. C.; F . K. Ng,
Hong Kong, China; Delores Pauls, Dallas,
Oregon; Clifford Penner, Orland; Marlin
Thomas, Corn, Oklahoma; Marjorie Wiens ,
Dallas, Oregon; T . K. Ng, Fresno.

FA CUL TY NEWS
President B. J. Braun is on vacation in

Minnesota with his family during July.
Rev. Braun will be present at the Study
Conference sponsored by the Board of
Reference and Counsel o-f the General
Conference of the Mennonite Brethren
Church. The sessions will be held at
Denver, Colorado from July 12 to 19.
Dr. G. W. Peters, Dean of the Seminary,
is serving as Chairman of the Central
Valley Billy Graham Evangelism Committee. The Committee has its headquar·
ters at the Seminary and is making preparations for the meetings with Billy
Graham in Ratcliffe Stadium in Fresno
on July 12, 13. Dr. Peters served as one
of the speakers at the Family Camp at
Hartland, July 4-6. He is also serving as
interim pastor for the month of July at
the Bethany Mennonite Brethren Church.
Mr. Joel Wiebe, Dean of the Institute,
has been in the field for two weeks contacting prospective students up and down
the coast. He reports a great interest on
the part of many young people in attend·
ing the school for this coming year. Mr.

Wiebe, who is the Secretary of the General
Conference of the Mennonite Brethren
Church, will also be attending the study
conference at Denver. Mr. Wiebe was the
director c.f the Family Camp at Hartland .
Dr. P . R. Lange is busy serving as evan·
gelist and Bible conference speaker during the summer months. He has just returned from meetings in Montana, the
Dakotas and Minnesota. He expects to
leave soo·n for meetings in Kansas , Oklahcma, and Arkansas.
Dr. D. Edmond Hiebert is occupied as
editor of the Adult Sunday School Quarterly of the Mennonite Brethren Church.
He has also prepared. a paper on the subject of Conversion for the Denver conference. On July 6, Dr. Hiebert supplied
the pulpit at the First Covenant Church
of Fresno.
Miss Mathilda Fast, Librarian, was cal·
led to the funeral of her nephew in Idaho
Falls, Idaho in the early part of June. At
the same time she spent part of her vaca·
tion with her parents at Corvallis, Oregon.
Miss Fast is now busy preparing the library
for the coming school year.
Rev. Harry Beier, Dean of Students,
supplied the pulpit during June in the
Congregational Church near Sanger, Cali·
fornia. During July, he is preaching in
a church in Miramonte, California. Mr.
Beier is also employed in a Fresno box
factory.
Mr. Joel Warkentin directed the Junior
Camp of the Mennonite Brethren Church
camping program at the Hartland Conference Grounds on June 23-27.
Dr. Arthur G. Willems, Registrar at the
Seminary, besides other activities has been
doing supply preaching on Sundays in and
around Fresno. He has supplied at the
Neighborhood Christian and Missionary
Alliance Church of Fresno, the First Baptist Church at Caruthers, and the Mennonite Brethren Church of Dinuba and is
scheduled to return to the Caruthers church
and also at the First Baptist Church of
Clovis, California.
Mr. Dietrich Friesen continues to direct
the choir at the First Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno. He is also employed as a house painter.
Rev. J. H. Lohrenz is doing deputation
work in Canada in the interest of the foreign missions work of the Mennonite Brethren Church.
Mr. Henry Harder and wife Doris are
spending part of the summer with Mr.
Harder's family in Canada .
Miss Margaret Schumacher is spending
the summer months in her home near
Chicago, Illinois.

Pres i d ent Bra un , R ev . James Wi ebe, M rs. D ir k s, a nd Mr. Joel W ieb e w ith fur nit u re
do n a t ed b y th e Wiebe fa m i l y.

INSTITUTE RECEIVES FURNITURE
In a special chapel sevice held on M ay

20, the family of the late Rev . H. D. Wiebe
presented a m emorial gift of platform
furniture to the Institute . Present for the
occassicn were the former Mrs. Wiebe,
now Mrs. D. J. Dirks of Sun Valley, California , and two sons, James of Pacoima
a nd Joel of the Institute faculty. The other
two family members, Elias, of Upland College, and Phoebe, of Hillsboro, Kansas
were unable to attend. Joel read a short
biography of Rev. Wiebe, who served the
Institute in its early years as Board member a nd also as instructor. Following this,
Mrs. Dirks made the formal presentation
of the gift. In h er presentation she stated
the desire of the family that the furniture
be used only for the honor and glor y of
God. President B. J . Bra un accepted the
gift, th a nking the family on b ehalf of the
school a nd the Boar d . The set consists of
a limed oak pulpit, with four matching
platform chairs.
Following the presentation , James Wieb e,
student at Fuller Seminary a nd also pastor
of t he M. B. Church in P acoima, c hallenged
the students with a message based on
Romans 12:1 , 2.
The school is grateful for each gift such
as this w hich is received . What finer m emorial could b e esta blish ed for departed
loved ones than to present a gift w hich
is useful in t he program of t rnin ing you ng
lives for ser vice for Christ? "B lessed ar e
the dead which die in the L ord .... t heir
works do follow them." Rev. 14:13.

SEMINARY STUDENTS CHOOSE OFFICERS
The students of t h e Seminary have elected Richard Gerbr andt as President of the
student body for the coming sch ool year.
Gerbrandt is a third year student from
San Jose, California. He is a Korean War
veteran and a graduate of Tabor College.
Richard Elia of Fresno, also a third year
student, was c hosen as Vice President.
Albert M . R eimer of Abbotsford, British
Columbia, a nother third year student, will
serve as Secretary-Treasurer. Other offices
w ill b e filled next fall.
SEMINARY

PREPARES

FOR COMING SCHOOL YEAR
Although there is no indication at present for a phenominal increase in next
year's st udent body at the Seminary, thel'e
a r e good indica tions that it will r each the
number of last year with p erh a p s a slight
increase a.ver last year. To date applications h ave been received from s tudents in
Minnesota, North Dakota, Colorado, and
California. Others h a ve intimated their
intention to enroll, but have n o.t completed
their application.
The 1958-59 Seminary catalog h as been
comple ted a nd is now being mailed to
prospective studen ts a nd othe r inte rested
parties. Anyone wishing a Seminary catalog, m ay r eceive cne by writing to the
Seminary a t 4824 E ast B utler, Fresno 2,
California.

ALUMNI-FORMER STUDENT BANQUET
The annual Alumni ·Former Student
Banquet was held in the auditorium of
the Institute on Saturday, May 24. Some
125 persons were present. The auditorium
had been very beautifully decorated in
an oriental theme. Presiding at the banquet
as master of ceremonies was Mr. Lawrence
Schellenberg, President of the Association.
The musical numbers of the program were
brought in the form of a trumpet duet by
Harold Fleischauer and Melvin Nickel,
and several quartette numbers by a group
composed of Marvin Buller, Walter Harder, Henry Harder and J oel Wiebe. Progress reports was presented by President
B. J. Braun and Dean Joel Wiebe. A high
point in the reports was the announcing
of the coming building program as released in the last Messenger, and the
giving of additional details regarding this
project. The speaker for the evening was
Rev. Ted Fast, · (Th.B. '48) Missionary to
India currently on furlough. Rev. Fast
shared with those present some of the
problems as well as the joys of proclaiming
the Word of God on foreign soil.
During the business session, a resolution
was passed in response to the announcement of building plans. It was agreed t o
h eartily endorse the plans as presented .
It is understood that money to be collected
for the building is to be above regular
budgeted giving now p ledged. A slogan
was adopted, "Forward in F aith." As
another part of this resolution, a committee
was established for the purpose of soliciting funds among the Aloumni ·Former
Stud.e nt Association for the building program. Elected to this committee were Roy
Fast, new Chairman of the Association,
John E. Jan zen, Executive Secretary of
the Board, and J oel A. Wiebe, Dean of the
Institute. These men were charged with
.outlining a pla n for contacting other mem.
bers of the Association.
On view throughout the evening w as
the Addressograph presented to the school
this year by the group. It was mentioned
that work is being carried on at the present
time to bring the m ailing list, and especially
that of the group members of the Association, up to date. It was stressed that any
help toward this would be appreciated, as
there are no current addresses for some.
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Elected as officers for the coming year
were Roy Fast, Chairman; Henry J anzen ,
Vice Chairman; Lee Esther Brown, Recording Secretary and Treasurer, and Mrs.
Doris Harder, Corresponding Secretary.

BUILDING PROGRAM PROGRESSES

(Continued from front page)
r etary; and Mr. Ed Penner and Mr. Al
Bartel, Fresno, members. This group will
employ the contractor or builder, and will
be responsible to the Board of Education
for the building of this unit. Church representatives from· as far as Salem and Dallas, Oregon, were in attendance. Each
church of the Pacific District has been
asked to name a representative to the
larger body of the Building Committee.
They will serve on call as an advisory
group to the smaller Executive body. These
men will be responsible in their own
churches to k eep people informed as to
building progress. They will also be in
charge nf the arran ging of volunteer labor
from their own church in response to the
needs of the builder.
In the area of fund ra1smg, several significant things have happened. After the
response of the Alumni-Former StJUdent
Association as reported elsewhere in this
issue, the faculty of the Institute went on
record to contribute on e hundred dollars
each in the next m onths for the purpose
of building. F ollowing this unanimous action on the part of the faculty, the Student
Council and later the Student Body pledged themselves to contribute ten dollars
each during the next ninety days toward
this project.
Mr. John E. J anzen, Executive Secretary
of the Board, states that the money w hich
has been offered by interested individuals
as a loan against the sale of the present
Institute building, is being made available
as pledged by the lenders. Actual building
could proceed sh ortly, depending upon the
com pletion of the drawing of specifications
by the Architect, Mr. Ben Lippold, and
the setting of a date for ground breaking
and actual construction by the Building
Committee and the Board.

