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CANADIAN EDU CA TOR
TO ADDRESS GRADUATES
Professor David Ewert, Registrar at
Mennonite Brethren Bible College, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, has accepted the
invitation to deliver the address at the
annual commencement exercises of P acific Bible Institute and Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary.
Mr. Ewert received his early training
in the Coaldale Bible School, the Winkler
Bible School and P rairie Bible Institute.
In 1951 he was granted the B.A. degree
from the University of British Columbia
and in 1953 he was graduated with a B.D.
degree from Central Baptist Seminary in
Toronto. He continued his graduate studies
at Wheaton College and received the Master of Arts degree from Wheaton in 1956.
Mr. Ewert has extensive experience as
a Bible school teacher having taught in
the La Glace, Alberta Bible School and
the Hepburn, Sask atchewan Bible School.
Before taking up his present position he
served as principal of the Coaldale Bible
School from 1948 to 1952.
Mr. Ewert is recognized as one of the
leading theologians in the Mennonite
Brethren Church of Canada and has an
extensive Bible Conference ministry in
Canada.
ALUMNI-FORMER STUDENTS BANQUET
The date for the banquet of the Alumni
and F ormer Students Association of P .B .I.
has been set for Saturd ay night, May 24.
T he speaker will be Rev. Ted Fast, an
alumnus cf P.B.I., who has just returned
home on furlough after his first term on
the mission field in India . The banqu et
will be held in the auditorium of P .B.I.
Any alumnus or former student who has
not received an official announcement of
the banquet should write to the school, indicating a desire fo1· reserva tions. Officers
o[ the Alumni-Former Student As ociation
are Lawrence Schellenberg, President,
Harold Schroede1·, Vice President, Alma
Fast, Treasurer and Delores Wiens, Secretary.
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SPECIAL NEWS RELEASE
This issue of the Messenger was
h eld up by request of John E . Janzen, Executive Secretary· of the
Board of Education. At a special
meeting of the Wes tern Area Executive Committee, Tuesday evening
May 13, Janzen announced that a
grou p of Western Area men are en·
deavoring to make available the s um
ot $60,000 as a loan advance against
the sale of the P .B.I. Tuolomne Stree t
property for the purpose of immediate ly beginning a building on the
new campus. Upon consummation of
a satisfactory sale of the P.B.I. build·
ing, the loans will be repaid out of
escrow. This will make it possible
to begin the build ing of the Administration Building and first class
room wing as soon as details of
transfer can be arranged.
President B. J. Braun presented a
plan for raising the balance needed
to complete the new building, through
designated gifts.
SEMINARY STUDENTS ACCEPTED FOR
GRADUATE STUDIES
Stud ents graduated from the Standard
Bachelor of Divinity Course at Mennonite
Breth ren Biblical Seminary are finding
open doors into accredited seminaries for
graduate studies. Peter C. Martens, a member of the graduating class of 1957, has
been fu lly accepted at San Francisco Theological Seminary and is doing work towards the Master of Theology degree.
Elmer A. Martens and J a cob A. Froese,
members of th is year's class, have also
been accepted for graduate studi es; Mr .
Martens at Fuller Theologica l Seminary,
Pasadena, California and Mr. Froese a t
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary, San Francisco.

SCHOOL RECEIVES ADDRESSOGRAPH

DR. PETERS TO ADDRESS GRADUATES

In a special assembly on Thursday,
April 24, the Alumni and Former Students Association of Pacific Bible Institute presented an Addressograph machine
to the school. The presentation was made
by Mr. Nick Rempel, President of the
Alumni group at the time of the purchase
of this equipment. Receiving the gift on
behalf of the school was Dean Wiebe,
acting in behalf of President Braun, who
was away at the time in Bible Conference
work.

Dr. G . W. Peters, Dean of Mennonite
Brethren Biblical Seminary, has been invited to participate in the spring graduation exercises of two colleges. On Sunday,
May 25, he will preach the sermon at the
Baccalaureate Service of Tabor College in
Hillsboro, Kansas. On Monday, June 2,
Dr. Peters wil give the address at the
commencement exercises of Simpson Bible
College, San Francisco , California.

Mr. Rempel, in his short address, spoke
of the pleasure a student has in looking
back upon the days spent in school. As
a person leaves school, he recognizes more
clearly some of the needs which that
school has, he stated, needs which went
unnoticed by the student when in school.
Such was the case, he said, in regard to
a machine for addressing the Messenger
and other literature to be sent out.
This machine, which is automatic, is a
great improvement over the old method
of addressing. In presenting the machine,
the Alumni-Former Student group also
m a de themselves responsible for the
change over from old to new address
plates. In changing over, an attempt has
been made to add to the mailing list, and
to bring the addresses up to date. Any
former student, whose name is not on the
list, or is listed incorrectly, is asked to
send in correct information. to the school.
This issue of the Messenger has been
addressed by this new method. We at
P.B.I. believe that this is a wonderful
addition to our office equipment. Our
thanks goes to the Alumni-Former Student
group for this valuable gift.

HERE AND THERE WITH THE FACULTY

Faculty of the Seminary and Institute
have been busy lately. On April 28, Dr.
G. W. Peters and Dr. A. G . Willems attended a minister's meeting with Dr. Billy
Graham in San Francisco. It was their
privilege that night to sit as honored
guests on the platform in the Cow Palace.
Rev. B. J. Braun spent the Easter holidays in Bible Conference work in British
Columbia. On April 30, he served on a
panel at the Tabor College Fiftieth Anniversary Commemoration. Dr. Lange
served as special speaker at the dedica·
tion services of the Gnadenau Mennonite
Brethren Church in Hillsboro, a church
he served as pastor for a number of years.

SCHOOL ATTENDS GRAHAM MEETING
IN COW PALACE

lV.ionday, April 28 will be a day long remembered by students and staff of P.B.I.
On this date, the entire school attended
the second meeting of the Billy Graham
crusade in San Francisco.
The school choir had left already Sunday morning to serve at the morning service in the Mennonite Brethren Church of
Lodi. After lunch, they proceeded to San
Jose, where the group rendered the oratorio, "the Elijah" in the Mennonite Brethren Chur·c h in the evening. Staying with
church members in San Jose for Sunday
night, the group left early enough on
Monday morning to do some sight-seeing
in San Francisco. After lunch at the Fisherman's Wharf, the group went to the
Golden Gate Park, to meet the other group
from the school.
The second bus left school early Monday morning, meeting the choir group in
San Francisco just after lunch . After
spending some time at the Aquarium, and
also at the Fleischacker Zoo, the entire
group went to the Cow P alace. Arriving
there before 5:00, they discovered people
already moving toward the building. By
6:00, the group had eaten, had spent some
time in a special prayer meeting for the
evening service, and were in line, anxiously awaiting the opeqing of the doors.
Entering by a special door for those with
group reservations, they moved into the
huge arena. The meeting itself was a
wonderful experience. Cliff Barrows, with
his trombone, led the singing of the audience, and also directed the clioir of
some 2,000 voices. George Beverly Shea
sang a number of old favorites, including
his own composition, "I'd Rather Have
Jesus." The gospel message by Dr. Graham, climaxed by the moving of hundreds of people toward the altar, was the
high point of the evening.
A tired, weary group arrived back at
school about 2:30 a.m. It had indeed been
a busy, but a very blessed ' day.

SCHOOLS RECEIVE TRACTOR
The Richland Company of Dinuba, California, a firm dealing in farm implements,
has donated a F ord tractor to the Seminary and Institute. Mr. Alvin Peters, a
member of the Re edley Mennonite Brethren Church, is the owner cf the comp any.
The tractor valued a t $700 .00 will be put
to work in cultivating the Seminary campus as well as the new twenty-acre campus of the Institute.
SUCCESSFUL SENIOR DAY
Se niors from California and Oregon
converged upon P .B.I. on May 1 for the
an nual observance of High School Senior
Day.
Fi rst to arrive were ten young
people from the Salem and Dallas, Oregon
Churches. Next came the young people
from the Orland, California ·c hurch. On
the morning of Senior Day came seniors from Bakersfield (Rosedale Church ) ,
Reedley, Dinuba , Lodi, and Fresno. By
chapel time, some sixty seniors were present.
Upon a r rival of the major portion of
students, the visitors were organized into
a number of smaller groups, who were
given a guided tour of the building by
P.B.I_ students. As part of their tour, each
group spent a short period of time in two
of the classrooms, in which classes were
being conducted. The b oys were allowed
to visit the Boy's Dorm, and the girls the
Girl's Dorm. After coffee time, came the
morning chapel service. Dean Wiebe welcomed all present, introducing the v isiting seniors by towns represented . A brass
trio, a vocal soloist, and a pia no duet
next presented musical numbers. A skit,
written by Mrs. Mar tens of the English
Department, was presented, in which information regarding curriculum, finances
a nd social activities of the school was give n. Tak ing part in the skit were Miss Zoe
Ann J a nzen and Miss Jeanne Starr, plus
several faculty members.
Dean of students, Harry Beier gave the
devotional th ought, built around the theme
of " Choices ." The choir concluded the
morning program with th e singing of two
numbers.
A wonderful lunch had been prepared
by Miss Beckman, the school dietician ,
which the students seemed to enjoy very
much . After lunch, those interested went
to R oeding P ark for recreation, after which
swimming was enjoyed by m any. Followin g supp er, the students played ga m es at
the Seminary grounds, following w hich
refreshments were served by th e Braun
family.

Pictured above are from left to righ t:
Wohlg e m uth, Business Ma nager of
sch ools, Joh n B uller (seated on tractor),
Custodia n of Buildings, a nd A lvi n P ete r s,
owner of the Richlan d Company _
Ca r l

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETS
Many important decisions were m ade
by the Unified Board of Education w hich
was in session at t he M . B . Biblical Semina ry April 24 to 26.
Detailed discussion was carried on relative to finances and building prospects for
both the Fresno a nd Hillsboro Campuses.
The building program for Fresno was
first reviewed a nd the Board of Education
reconfirmed its wishes to proceed as soon
as the P .B .I. building in Fresno is sold
and suff icient cash is available to warrant
proceeding with building.
President B. J. Braun reported the fac ulty building committee under the Chairmanship of Dean J oel Wiebe has b een
working in close coordination an d cooperation with the executives of t he Regional
Committee and th e Board of Education.
Details have been cleared for the drawing
up of the blue-prints in their final stage
for the Administration Building and the
first class room wing.
In view of the fact that the n ext p hase
of the building program for Ta bor will
n ot entail use of budgeted giving fun ds,
it was voted to "permit T abor College to
proceed with ground breaking for a Student Union building a nd a Gymnasium,
provided : ( 1) that the financ ing does not
interfere with the budgeted givi ng plan.
(2) The gym n asium to be constru cted on
a pay as yo u go basis by the H illsboro
Community, non-Conference Alumni and
friends."
-John E . J anzen, Executive Secretary

MENNONITE BRETHREN BIBLICAL
SEMINARY
GRADUATING CLASS of 1958
Candidates for the Degree
Bachelor of Divinity
David Daniel Block .............. Dallas, Oregon
THES IS: Christ's Intercessory Prayer, An E:x;-

egetical Study of John 17.

Jacob Abram Froese........Calgary, Alberta,
Canada
THESIS: The Pastor in the Pastoral Epistles.

John Klassen.... Matsqui, British Columbia,
Canada
The Progressive
111essianic Concept.

THESI S:

Unf olding

of the

Eugene Leroy Janzen....Orland, California
T HESIS:

'l.' he Pauline A pproach to Missions.

Elmer Arthur Martens ............Main Centre,
Saskatchewan, Canada

EVENTS OF THE
COMMENCEMENT SEASON
Spring

Banquet

Pacific Bible Institute of Fresno
Friday, May 9, 7:00 p.m.
Auditorium : Pacific Bible Institute
of Fresno
Speaker: The Reverend Dan E. Friesen,
Pastor, Mennonite Brethren Church,
Reedley, California

• •• *

Spring

Banquet

Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary
Thursday, May 15, 7:00 p .m .
Butler Mennonite Brethren Church
Speaker: The Reverend Robert N. Oerter
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church,
Fresno, California

••••

THESIS: Emil Brunner's Concept of the B i ble.

Spring Music Recital

David C. Plett.. ................Fresno, California

Friday, May 16, 8:00 p.m.
Auditorium: Pacific Bible Institute
of Fresno
Presented by
Advanced students and seniors in voice,
piano and organ

THESI S: A Study of Churc h Polities wit h Ma -

jor Emvhasis on t h e New T estamen t
Princivles and Pract ice.

Nick Rempel. .................................Abbotsford,

British Columbia, Canada
T HESIS: A

BibUcal Study of Angel s.

PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE OF FRESNO
GRADUATING CLASS 1958
Candidates for the Degree
Bachelor of Arts
Eunice Mae Bartel.. .................. Bakersfield,
California
Sara Regina Buller.. ...... Kremlin, Oklahoma
Harry Richard Heidebrecht ..............Fresno,
California
Herwanna Voth ................Fresno, California
Raymond D. Wiebe ...... Blaine, Washington
Alvin Witzke, Jr ...... ................... Bakersfield,
California
Candidates for the
Bible Institute Diploma
Albert Kohfeld, Jr. (3 year course)
Blaine, Washington
Adonijah Pauls (3 year course) ........Dallas,
Oregon
Ruth Nickel (2 year course) ............Dinuba,
California
Candidates for the Degree
Associate in Arts
Donald J. Braun..............Fresno, California
Albert Kohfeld, J r ......... Blaine, Washington
Carl Bernard Kroeker .... Merced, California
Adonijah P auls ...................... Dallas, Oregon
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Alumni-Former Student Association
Banquet

Saturday, May 24, 7:00 p.m .
Auditorium: P acific Bible Institute
of Fresno
Speaker: The Reverend Ted Fast
Missionary, Deverakonda, India

••••

Baccalau.reate

Service

Sunday, May 25, 7:30 p.m.
Bethany Mennonite Brethren Church
Fresno, California
Address: The Reverend B. J. Braun
President, Mennonite Brethren Biblical
Seminary and Pacific Bible Institute
of Fresno

••••

Co·m mencement Exercises

Thursday, May 29, 7:30 p .m .
Bethany Mennonite Brethren Church
Fresno, California
Address: The Reverend David Ewert, B.D. ,
Registrar, Mennonite Brethren Bible Col·
lege, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada

• * ••

Commencement

Reception

Immediately following the commencement
exercises
Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary
Butler at Chestnut

