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EUGENE JANZEN ORDAINED
Eugene Janzen, third year student from
Orland, California, was ordained as a min·
ister of the Gospel at the Orland Mennonite Brethren Church on Sunday, March
9. President B. J. Braun preached the ordination sermon and he and the pastor of
the church, Rev. Melvin Schimnowsky and
Rev. K. K. Willems served in the ordination .
Eugene has completed his r es i d e n t
studies for the Bachelor of Divinity degree, and will be taking up work as pastor
of the Mennonite Brethren Church at Los
Ebanos, Texas. This is a work among
Spanish speaking people of South Texas
sponsored by the Southern District Conference of the Mennonite Brethren Church.
The Janzens expect to leave for their work
in the near future.
SEMINARY TO HAVE
SPRING VACATION
A spring vacation from March 31 to
April 7 is on the calendar for the Seminary this semester. This will be an extra
breather for students and faculty who are
feeling the strain of an extensive and full
schedul<!. The vacation should be welcomed especially by the spring graduates
who are working on their theses. Theses
are due on April 8 and the spring recess
will give time for the final work on them
before they are submitted to the faculty.
T he followin g students are planning to
graduate this spring, David D. Block, Dallas, Oregon, Jacob A. Froese, Calgary, Alta., Canada, Eugene Janzen, Orland California, John Klassen, Matsqui, B.C., Canada, Elmer A. Martens, Main Centre,
Sask., Canada , David C. Plett, Fresno,
California, and Nickol Rempel, Abbotsford, B.C., Canada.
SEMINARY CHAPEL GETS NEW LIGHTS
Through the generosity of several members of the faculty the Seminary Chapel
has received t h e much-needed new light
fixtures. The two 500 watt overhead lights
were installed last week and are a real
help in conducting effective chapel services.
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TENTATIVE SPRING CHOIR SCHEDULE
The spring season of choir programs was
officially begun on February 16. On that
date the choir presented the Oratorio " The
Elijah" in the Fresno Mennonite Brethren
Church. Since that time the same rendition has been given in a number of
churches. The choir as well as smaller
musical groups will be traveling through
the churches until the end of the spring
semester.
A. select group from the choir will be
taking an Easter week-end tour this year.
They will be leaving on the 3rd of April,
traveling north as far as Blaine, Washin gton, and returning on the 9th of April.
The tentative schedule of appearances
is as follows:
March 16, Winton
Madera
March 21, Los Angeles
March 23, Bakersfield
April 3,
Orland
April 4,
Salem, Oregon
April 5,
Seattle, Washington
April 6,
Blaine, Washington
April 7,
Dallas, Oregon
April 13, Zion K.M.B.
April 20, Reedley
April 27, Lodi
San Jose
May 11 ,
Paso Robles
Rosedale
SEMINARY TO HOST
STUDY CONFERENCE
A. study conference on basic doctrines
will be held at the Seminary from April
8 through 10. This conference is sponsored
by the Executive Committee of the Pacific District Conference of the Mennonite
Brethren Church for the active ministers
within the denomination. The stu dents of
the Seminary will again be invited to the
sessions.
The conference is actually a continuation of the one held in conjunction with
the annual Bible Conference in February.
The work at that time was not completed
and the ministers voted to contin ue at a
future date.

LAUBACH LITERACY COURSE O FFERED
T he Laubach Literacy Method, also
known as the "each one teach one" m e·
thod, is currently b eing offered in the
evening sessions at P acific Bible I nstitu te
and College. Beginning on March 11, the
cou rse will meet tw o evenings each w eek
for a six weeks period .. This m ethod, u sed
to teach illiter ates to read, h as b een u sed
successfully in over 91 countr ies of the
w orld by t eachers, mission aries, government service employees, and many others .
Dr. Frank L aubach, w ho devised this
method of teaching, serves as a consultant
to United Nations agencies, a s well as
governments who w ish a ssistance in solving their illiter acy problem s. He has been
a world leader in the attempt to stamp out
illitera cy. Having himself served as a missionary, the cou rse w hich b ear s his nam e
h as b een especially design ed to teach p ea..
p le to read the Bible and other Christ ian
literature. In this day w hen the Communists are makin g such a concerted effort to
flood the world w ith their propogandistic
literature, a m ethod devised for th e purp ose of teaching people to r ea d the scrip tures is certainly in place. F or it is the
Truth, the Truth of th e Scr iptures, and
n ot Communistic propoganda , t h at w ill
m a k e m en free.
The cours e will emph a size not only t he
tea ching of childr en, w hich w ill be of inter est to teacher s, but w ill also stress the
teaching of adult illiterates. This is an a pproach to reading on a m eaningful, adult
level. Ther e w ill be sessions of lab orator y
pr actice, in w hich th e class w ill h ave opportunity to actu ally work with illiterates, a nd. try their skill in teachng.
The teacher s for this six-week s course
are Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Gillis . The Gillises
are well qualified to teach such a course.
Mr. Gillis has ta ught in schools in the
F resn o vicinity for some 24 year s, h aving
served. both as teacher and in administrative capacities. Mrs. Gillis has also h ad a
number of years of teach in g experience in
this community. Recently they h ave studied a t the Koinan ia Foundation Literacy
Center in Baltimore, Maryland .
P acific Bible I nstitute and College ar e
h appy to be able to offer such a course.
I n seeking to pr ovide Education w ith a
P urpose, we feel that courses of this n at ure provide an opportu nity for community service.
FOOD FOR TH O UGHT
In a chapel ser vice recently, Dr. Oswald
Sm ith said , "Why should th e front r ows
be fed with the gospel twice before th e
b ack rows have h ad it on ce?"

LATIN AMERICA MISSION RALLY
"South to the H ar vest" was the theme
chosen by the L atin America Prayer Band
for the all day emph asis on Missions on
March 7. The program for the day began
with the challenge of the countries south
of the border already in the morning chapel service. This service was in charge of
the students of the prayer b and, w h o ser ved by r eading the scr iptur e and with
special music. The speaker of the morning
wa s th e Rev. Ervin Thiesen of Brazil, who
told of the work of the L ord in this country. Brother Thiesen told of the work in
the orphanage w hich is operated by them,
an d of their opportunities to witness for
Chr ist. He illu strated the message w ith a
number of well chosen slides, portraying
the work of Brazil.
The second phase of the mission emphasis cam e at the supper table. Enchiladas,
spanish rice, beans and hot sauce were all
on the menu . Assisting the cooks were tw o
Spanish women w ho helped p r epare the
food and w h o h elped provide the proper
Spanish flavor. F aculty members, as well
as a number of missionaries w ere presen t
for this very pleasant meal. The wait ers
an d. waitr esses wer e dr essed in Spanish
costumes, w ith lar ge straw .h ats and colorful sash es. This, plus appr opriat e d ecorations of cactus, m ade for a proper atmosph ere.
After supper, Mrs. Libardo Torres, w ife
of one O·f the students, presented some
glimpses in to the everyday life of the
missionar y. She told of some of the diffic ulties in traveling to som e unreach ed
areas to proclaim the gospel. She spok e
also of the victories for Chr ist in the land
<Jl' Colombia.
F ollowin g the meal and after-dinner
session, the group r e-assembled in the a uditorium for the evening service. The
speaker of the evening was Rev. D an
Wirsch e. Brother Wir sch e presented pictures of the t wo fields in w hich he h as
recently worked. He presented the need
of Mexico, an d especially of the Bible
School there . He also sh owed views of
Colombia, sh owing the life in the jungles
as well as in the city. H e challengect: the
stu dents w ith the tremendous need p resently existing for well trained missionaries, especially in this d ay of specialization.
After the ser vice people viewed the tables
of curios provided by the mission aries.
Certainly t he L atin America Prayer Ban d
is to be commended for t heir very fine
day of Missions Emphasis.

CHAPEL ECHOES

SEMINARY FACULTY ACTIVITIES

Chapel. services at P.B.I. are wonderful
experiences. In order that you may sh are
in them to a certain extent, we list highlights of recent weeks in Chapel.
The African Prayer Band spon sored a
chapel recently which was of gr eat interest to all students. Dr. G. W. P e ters, of
the Seminary, a nd two students served as
a panel, discussing various problems associated with the work of missions in Africa. Dr. Peters played the part of a Mission
B oard representative from homeland. One
student represented the missionary, and
another the African n ative. Some of t h e
problems d iscussed were, "Should the
missionary live like the n a tive?" "What
sort of m issionary d oes the native wish to
have?", "What are t h e q u alifications that
a mission board desires in the candidate?"
The chapel served to point out some of
the many problems connected with foreign m issions.
Several former students have a ppeared
in ch apel services recently. Miss Lillian
Schafer, missionary on furlough from Colombia, spoke in chapel one morning,
showing pictures of the work in Colombia.
Of special interest was the report and
pictures of former students of P.B.I. who
are active on the mission field at this
time.
Rev. L oyal Funk, of F airview, Okla.,
a nother former student, spoke to the students during one day of his evangelistic
campaign in Reedley. His direct message
from the word was certainly a ppreciated.
An outstanding event was the appearance of Dr. Oswald Smith and Redd Harper, also known as Mr. T exas. Brother
Harper played a nd sang several songs
which he and Dr. Smith have written. H e
also gave his personal testimony. D r.
Smith then presented the work of the
World Literature Crusade. H e spoke of
the tremendous need today for people dedicated to the cause of missions.
Mrs. Archie McNeil, nf the Village Missions grou p, presented the need of America. She told of the m any rural areas which
are today without any kind of a gospel
witness. She related experiences which
their missionaries have h ad, in seeing hun dreds brought to the Lord Jesus Christ
through this ministry of providing church
services to unchurched communities. Currently this group h as 150 m issionaries to
America w hich they are helping to support. This support is granted until a church
becomes self-supporting, then other work-

is h olding a series
of evangelistic meetings at the Zion K r immer Mennonite Brethren Church n ear
Dinuba from M arch 12 to 21. Rev. Braun
is also planning special m eetings in April
in British Columbia, Can ada . He will be
serving one week each in the Strawberry
Hill Mennonite Brethren Church and th e
Vancouver Mennonite Brethren Church.
President B. J. Braun

Dean G. W. Peters has been serving the
Community Christian Church in Bakersfield, California, on Sunday m ornings.
During the week of March 30 to April 4,
the spring vacation, Dr. P eters w ill be
conducting meetings in the Mennonite
Brethren Church of Fairview, Oklahoma.
Dr. P eters will also attend the session s of
the Mennonite Brethren Board of Foreign
Missions in Hillsboro, Kansas. These session s w ill be held March 18 to 21.
Registrar Arthur G. Willems brought a
Bible study at a meeting of the Japanese
E vangelical Missionary Society on the
evening of February 24. The society is interdenominational in ch aracter and is
compo-sed of evangelical J apanese ministers. They held their meetings in the Free
lViethodist Church of Fowler, California. On
March 2, D r. Willems brought the morning message at the First Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno.
Dr. D. Edmond Hie-ber t is active in Butler Avenue Mennonite Brethren Church
as a Bible teacher. He teaches a n adult
Sunday School class as well as an adult
Bible class on Monday nights.
D r . P. R. Lange had a w eek of meetings
in the R eedley Mennonite Brethren Church
January 5 - 10. He brought the m orning
m essage in the Fresno Mennonite Brethren
Church on March 2 a nd in the First Coven a nt Church of Fresno on March 9.
Mr. H e nry H arder h as ser ved in the
Reedley, Dinuba a nd Fresno Mennonite
Brethren churches during the p ast months.
In the evening of March 9, he brought the
message at the Fresno Rescue Mission.
Rev. J. H. Lohrenz h as b een doin g missionary deputation work in a number of
the Menn onite Brethren Churches. Among
them are the two Fresno churches and the
Reedley church.

ers are sen t out. Having thought of America as a Christian nation, it was of v ital
interest to hear of the many unchurched
rural areas America has.

DR. SMITH SPEAKS TO STUDENTS

PASTORS SPEAK IN CHAPEL

Pastor of the
People's Church, T oronto, Ontario, Canada, and noted missionary statesman, addressed the Seminary students and faculty at the chapel service on February 28.
Dr. Smith reported briefly on his recent
evangelistic tour in the South American
countries. Of his meetings in the capitals
of the different countries, Dr. Smith stated that they were "the greatest meetings"
of his entire ministry of fifty years. In
three m onths of services there were 10,000
decisions for Christ, 4,000 being first-time
decisions. He left the challenge that it is
"harvest time in South America."
Dr. Smith was in the Fresno area w ith
a team representing The World Literature
Crusade.
Other missionaries w ho h ave h ad recent
chapel services include Mr. Pete Nielsen,
a former Fresno business man who is at
present operating a rescue mission in Ogden, Utah; Mr. Cliff Phillips, the Director
of the Fresno Rescue Mission; Miss Frieda
Neufeld, currently enrolled as a student
at the Seminary, who is a missionary
nurse home on furlough from India; and
M r. Bill Schmidt from British Columbia,
a m issionary of the Sudan Interior Mission in Ethiopia. Each one gave a personal
testimony and also related of the work in
their particular mission field.

A number of pastors have spoken at
the Seminary Chapel services during the
past months. These messages have been
profitable particularly to the students as
the speakers have shared some of their
own experiences. On January 31, Rev.
Elmer Seger, P astor of the Evangelical
Free Church and Hospital Chaplain for
the Fresno Evangelical Association, told
of some of his experiences as a hospital
chaplain. On February 25, Dr. Shelton
Posey, Secretary-Treasurer of the Southern Baptist Convention in Fresno, challenged the stud.e nts with the countless
numbers in California who are unreached
by the Gospel. He stated that evangelicals
are fifty years behind the time in California compared to other parts of our country. Churches are n ot even k eeping up
with the present population increase and
thus will be utterly unprepared for the
tremendous population increase of the future.
Rev. Loyal Funk, P astor of the Mennonite Brethren Church of Fairview, Oklahoma, spoke on F ebruary 26 on "Earm arks of the New Testament Church" according to Acts 11:19-26. Rev. Funk was
in Reedley conducting a week of meetings
in the R e e d 1 e y Mennonite Brethren
Church. Another pastor conducting evange.
listic meetings in this area spoke on February 27. Rev. Frank Peters, Pastor of a
Community Church in Lomita , California,
conducted a week of meetings in the West
Park Mennonite Brethren Church. In his
ch apel mernage he drew attention to men
of the Scriptures whom God used.
Rev. Irving Penberthy, Pastor of the Cedar Avenue Baptist Church of Fresno,
spoke on March 5 on "Standards of Success." He emphasized that our standards
and methods must be based on the Scriptures.

Dr.

J.

Oswald

Smith,

IMMANUEL ACADEMY HAS
EXCHANGE CHAPELS
Exchange chapel services have been arranged b etween Immanuel Bible Academy
of Reedley a nd P acific Bible Institute and
also with the Seminary. Members of the
music department from P.B.I. with Professor Dietrich Friesen, accompanied by
Dean Joel E . Wiebe, .had charge of the
chapel service at Immanuel on F ebruary
27. A group from Immanuel accompanied
by Mr. Jacob H amm presented a program
at the Seminary on March 12. The outstanding feature of this service was an
oration by Larry Warkentin. This was the
prize winning a-ration on the "Our Heritage Contest" at the Academy. Arrangements are being made for a return program by the Seminary and for a program
by the Immanuel Choir at the Institute.
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Listen to
THE PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE HOUR
Radio

Station

KWSO,

Wasco,

California

1050 on your dial
Every Sunday, 8:30 - 9:00 A.M.
Music by the Institute Choir and special
groups, a meditation by a member of the
faculty.

