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SPRING MISSIONARY CONFERENCE

REV. B. J. BRAUN ACCEPTS PRESIDENCY

May 22-25 has been designated as the
time for the missionary conference at Pacific Bible Institute of Fresno. The speakers for the conference include Rev. Arthur
Mouw, Rev. and Mrs. Jacob A. Loewen,
Miss Alice Fast, and Rev. and Mrs. Ernest
H. Friesen.
Rev. Mouw has been a missionary to the
Dyaks of W est Borneo. He and Mrs. Mouw
entered the field in 19 31 when the Dyaks
were unreache.d by the Gospel. Today there
are over 4,000 church members among these
people. They have 23 churches, eight grammar schools and one preparatory school
manned by 3 6 national preachers and teachers. All are 100 '/o self-supporting and indigenous. Rev. Mouw is widely known as
a missionary conference speaker having been
greatly used of the Lord in this ministry.
Rev. and Mrs. Loewen have spent fi ve
years in pioneer missionary work among the
(Continued on page 3)

On April 25, Mr. P. A. Enns, ViceChairman of the Board of Education, announced to the faculty and students of
Pacific Bible Institute that Rev. B. J .
Braun of Dinuba, California had accepted
the call to the presidency of the newly
founded Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary as well as oi the Pacific Bible Institute of Fresno.
Rev. Braun received his college tra1mng
at Tabor College, Hillsboro, Kansas and
Friends University, Wichita, Kansas. He was
granted the A.B. degree from Friends University in 1934. He spent one year in graduate studies at Washington University, St.
Louis, Missouri. His formal theological
training was acquired at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas and at Los Angeles Baptist Theological
Seminary, Los Angeles, California. He received the M .R .E. degree from the Los Angeles school in 1946.
(Continued on page 3)

THE MENNONITE BRETHREN BIBLICAL SEMINARY

It remains a fact of history that no religious movement can preserve its God-entrusted distinctives without its own proper institutions and literature. This has been
recognized by the Mennonite Brethren Conference of North America, and therefore
schools have been sponsored for years. Also, a limited amount of literature has been
produced.
With the growth of the denomination, the expansion of home and foreign mission
programs, and the special demands of the time, the need for a separate and distinct
training center for spiritual leadership and ministry became a pressing issue.
In August of 1948 at the Conference at Mountain Lake, Minnesota, a special commission was appointed to study the needs and the possibility of establishing a Seminary.
This commission reported to the Conference at Winkler, Manitoba, in 195 1, and pointe0
to certain possibilities in meeting the present need. Because of circumstances the Conference was cautioned to move slowly in this matter.
It was decided, however, at that conference, to strengthen the Bible and Theology
Departments of Tabor College, and to offer seminary courses in conjunction with the
College.
The arrangement did not prove satisfactory for an expanded program. Thus acting
upon the authority of the Conference, the Board of Education decided in February, 1955,
to transfer the seminary to Fresno. Here it should be linked to Pacific Bible Institute
of Fresno through a joint President on an adjoining campus, but at the same time be
operated as a separate school. Until such a campus is established on the already purchased school site, the newly founded Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary will share
the present administration building with the Pacific Bible Institute of Fresno. It is understood, however, that the seminary is a separate school in its internal administraton.

THE COURSES OFFERED. The Seminary will definitely function on a graduate
level and will offer the follqwing courses and degrees.
A. Religious Educatian Course
This course requires 36 credit hours of studies and if satisfactorily completed leads
to the degree ofBachefor of Religious Education.
·

B. Theology Course
This course requires 3 6 credit hours of studies and if completed satisfactorily leads
to the degree of Bachelor of Theology.
C. Divinity Course
This is a standard three year course, requmng 96 credit hours of graduate studies
and if completed satisfactorily leads to the degree of Bachelor of Divinity.
It is hoped that eventually this course can be expanded to offer various majors.
To begin with, however, Two Specializing courses are being offered:
The Course for Pa~tors
The Course for Missionaries.
The prerequisites are alike for both and either course requires the same amount of
work. The subject matter differs, however. This is being done in recognition of the fact
that the missionary of our time requires special training for the special task that is assigned to him.
For all, however, the exhortation of the apostle Paul remains a challenge, "That
the m an of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works."

Guiding Principles in the Curricula:
To accomplish the great and sacred task the seminary accepts the followin g principles:

1. The primary element in the training of a Christian worker shall be the development of a personal spiri tual power.

2. The curriculum shall be Biblio-centric, that is, all subjects shall bear a direct
relation to the study of the Bible itself.
3. In the field of theology not human speculations and philosophies shall form
the major part of material of studies but rather Biblical Revelation as constituting our
Bible.
4. While the culture of the personal spiritual life is of utmost importance it is
no substitute for knowledge and scholarship. Biblical knowledge on fire for God remains the greatest dynamic moral and spiritual force.
5. In the courses in practical Christian work, evangelistic fervor and missionary
passion shall be fostered.
6. The ideals and the distinctive doctrines of the Mennonite Brethren Church
shall be taught in the light of the Scriptures.

The Teaching Program:
The program of the seminary provides well balanced courses in the four traditional
theological departments.
The Seminary shall begin its operation on September 8, 1955, and offer the first
two years of the B.D. work, preparing to teach the senior year in 1956-57 to graduate
its first group of students in the Spring of 1957.
SPRING MISSIONARY CONFERENCE
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REV. BRAUN ACCEPTS PRESIDENCY
(Continued from page 1)

Besides serving in the pastorate of the
Mennonite Brethren Churches for a number
of years, Rev. Braun has held numerous offices in the Mennonite Brethren Conference. He was the moderator of the General
Conference from 1948 to 1954. At present
he is a member of the Committee of Reference and Counsel of the General Conference as well as of the Pacific District Conference. He has also been active in the educational work of the denominations, having
served as chairman of the Pacific Bible Institute Board of Education and as a parttime instructor in the school. From 1948
to 1954 he was a member of the Board of
Administration of the National Association
of Evangelicals. At present he is a member
of the Southwest Regional Board of Administration of this association.
The Brauns have five children-Rose,
Darlene, Donald, Ruth and Judith. They
reside in Dinuba where Rev. Braun has
' served as pastor of the Mennonite Brethren Church since 1946. They will make
their home in Fresno in the near future.
Rev. Braun will assume his office of president on June 1st.

Chocois Indians of Colombia, South America. For the past two years Rev. Loewen
has studied at the University of Washington having completed his residence work for
the PH.D. degree in linguistics. The Loewens expect to return to Colombia this summer.

Miss Fast has recently returned from a
four year term in Japan. She served there
as a child envangelism teacher and social
worker. Miss Fast received her A.B. degree
from P. B. I. in 1949.
Rev. and Mrs. Ernest Friesen are missionary candidates for South America. Rev.
Friesen is also an alumnus of P. B. I. having
been graduated with the Th.B. degree in
19 5 3. He is at present serving as interim
pastor in the Mennonite Brethren Church
of Orland, California.
The services on Sunday, May 22 will be
held in the Fresno Mennonite Brethren
Church. The week-day services will be from
10 to 12 o'clock in the morning in the P.
B. I. Auditorium and from 8 to 9:30 in the
evening. in the Mennonite Brethren Church,
on Olive and Orchard. The public is invited
to all of the services.

GRADUATING CLASS OF 1955

CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN THEOLOGY
David Daniel Block ________________Dallas, Oregon
George Leslie Kelm ______________ Hanna, Alberta,
Canada
Harold E_ Schroeder____Ferndale, Washington
CANDIDATE FOR THE DEGREE
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION
Jean Winona PeeL_______Oakland, California
CANDIDATES FOR THE DEGREE
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN MISSIONS
Ario L. Heinrichs __________Fresno, California
Geraldine Patzkowsky___Jsabella, Oklahoma
Allen Lee Warkentin ._____Reedley, California
COMMENCEMENT EVENTS

ALL-SCHOOL BANQUET
Friday, May 27
Banquet Speaker: The Reverend Dan E.
Friesen, Pastor, Mennonite Brethren Church,
Reedley, California.
SPRING MISSIONARY CONFERENCE
May 22 to May 25
Speakers: Rev. Arthur Mouw, Rev . and
Mrs. Jacob A. Loewen, Miss Alice Fast, Rev.
and Mrs. Ernest H. Friesen.
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BANQUET
Saturday, May 28
Speaker: Mr. Abe D. Unruh.
BACCALAUREATE SERVICE
Sunday, May 29, 7 :30 P . M.
Mennonite Brethren Church
Fresno, California
Address: The Reverend G. W. Peters, Chairman of the Administrative Committee and
Member of the Faculty of Pacific Bible Institute of Fresno.
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
Friday, June 3, 8 P.M.
Address: The Reverend B. J. Braun, President-Elect, Mennonite Brethren Biblical
Seminary and Pacific Bible Institute of
Fresno.
COMMENCEMENT RECEPTION
Friday, June 3,
Following the commencement exercises
The Patio, Pacific Bible Institute of Fresno.
Sponsored by the Junior Class for the Graduates and Friends.

REV. JANTZEN ACCEPTS CALL TO
FRESNO PASTORATE

Rev. G. H. Jantzen, a member of the
faculty of Pacific Bible Institute, has accepted the call to the
pastorate of the F resno Mennonite Brethren Church. He will
take up this work in
Tune after the close of
the present school
year.
Rev. Jantzen began
his ministry with the
school in the fall of
19 5 1 as Extension
Minister. He served in
this capacity for t wo years during which
time he ministered in churches and Bible
camps throughout the Mennonite Brethren
constituency in the United States as well
as in a number of schools in western Canada. For the past two years Rev. Jantzen
has been a member of the t eaching staff
of the school instructing in the fields of
Bible and practical theology. This semester
he is also serving as a member of the Administrative Committee of the school.
GRADUATION SPEAKERS

The Reverends B. J. Braun and G. W.
Peters have been selected to deliver the addresses at the commencement exercises and
baccalaureate service for the graduating
class of this year.
The Commencement Exercises will be
held on Friday, June 3 at 8 p.m. in the
Fresno Mennonite Brethren Church. Rev.
Braun, the President-Elect of the Mennonite Brethren Biblical Seminary and the Pacific Bible Institute of Fresno will address
the graduates.
The Baccalaureate Service will be held on
the preceding Sunday, May 29 at 7:30 p.m.
This service will also be held in the Fresno
Mennonite Brethren Church. Before .the sermon by Dr. Peters the Institute Choir will
present a brief concert of sac·red music.
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