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IRVIN FRi ESENS RETURN TO A FRICA

Irvin (A.B. 1953) and Lydia
Friesen and children Karen and
Gien sailed from New York for
their mission field in Africa on
February 18. The Friesens are serv ing as m issionaries in the Belgian
Congo under the Mennonite Brethren Board of Foreign Missions. T hey
are now entering upon a second
tenn of service on this field after
havin g spent their furlough in the
Reedley, California community.
T hey left California for the E ast
in January. On their way to New
York they made extended stopovers in Hillsboro, Kansas at t he
M. B. Foreign Mission Board Office and in Chicago.
P.B.I. RECEIVES RADIO EQUIPMENT

ORDINATION SERVICE

Through the very generous gift of Mr.
and Mrs. E. G. Kruger of Shafter, California, the Pacific Bible Institute is now able
to make its own transcriptions of the weekly
radio program. The gift from Mr. and Mrs.
Kruger consists of a Type PT6-AH and
PT 6-J Magnecord cape recorder, a four
microphone mixer, two Shure 55S Unidyne
m icrophones, one boom microphone stand,
and other lesser items necessary for the work
of transcribing.
This equipment was dedicated for the
Lord's service at ehe Thursday night service of the Annual Bible and Missionary
Conference. Dr. R. M. Baerg had charge of
ehe dedicatory service. Dr. Baerg publicly
thanked Mr. and Mrs. Kruger for their
gifc. Mr. Kruger responded with a brief
testimony concerning the significance of
Galatians 6: 7, "for whatsoever a man soweth, thac shall he also reap" in his own
business. Mr. Kruger and Rev. Arthur G .
\\7i llems, Chairman of ehe Radio Commitcee led in the dedicatory prayers. The Radio
Choir sang several appropriate numbers during the service.

Ernest H. (Th.B„ 1953) and Elsie (former P.B.I. secretary) Friesen were ordained
as missionaries by the Fresno Mennonite
Brethren Church on Sunday afternoon,
March 7. Dr. G. W . Peters and Rev . Frank
Peters brough t the messages at ehe service.
The Pastor of the local church, Rev. Dan
E. Friesen and ehe Assistant Pastor, R ev. A.
P. Koop officiated at the ordination. A
fellowship meal was served to ehe congregation at the close of the service.
Rev. and Mrs. Friesen and family expect
to leave for India in the near future. They
will be working on the Mennonite Brethren
field in Hyderabad.
MISSION RALLY ON M ARCH 19

The Far East Mission Prayer Band is
sponsoring a mission rally to be held on
March 19 at 7 :30 p.m. in the P.B.I. Auditorium. The eherne of the ·r ally will be
"Shintoism, Communism, or Christianity."
Rev. Harold Gaede, returned · m1ss10nary
from Japan will be the speaker and will
show a film on J apan as weil. The public
is invited to the rally.

ALUMNI MEETING
The P.B.I. Alumni Association had charge
of a service in the school auditorium on Friday morning, March 15. Mr. Herman Buller
of Woodlake, the President of the Association presided at the meeting. The VicePresident, Mr. John Koop of Fresno led in
the Scripture reading and the opening prayer. Mr. Ronnie Kliewer of Reedley played
several selections on the piano.
Mr. Buller reported that of the 126 alumni
members, 40 are in full time Christian service either on the foreign field or here at
home. He read reports of the activities of
the following members: A. B. Goossen
(Th.B. 1946), Pastor, Pentecostal Church
of God, Selma, California; Ebner (Th.B.
19 5 3 ) and Martha ( Bible Inst. 194 8) F riesen, Ebner is pastor of Potomac Mennonite
Brethren Church, Bakersfield, California;
Victor Becker (Th.B. 1953), Pastor, Mennonite Brethren Church, Weatherford, Oklahoma; William (Th.B. 1949) and Naomi
(Th.B. 19 50) Hunke, Bill is pastor of a
Baptist Church in Utah; Wesley (Th.B.
1949) and Eva Ruth Thiesen, missionaries
to the Bora Indians, Peru; Wilmer (Th.B.
1950) and Gene (A.B. 1949) Quiring,
missionaries in LaCumbre, Colombia; Robert and Wanda (A.B. 1949) Kroeker, missionaries in the Belgian Congo, Africa; John
Gossen (Bible Inst. 19 53) missionary in
Linz, Austria; and Sam (Th.B. 19 51) and
Renetta (Bible Inst. 1950) Krause, Jonathan
( A.B. 19 51) and Alice Barte!, and Alice
Fast (A.B. 1949) all missionaries in Japan.
Alumni members and P. B. I. faculty
memhers met for a noon luncheon in the
banquet room of Hart's Restaurant.
HOME MISSIONS RALLY
The Horne Missions Prayer Band had
charge of a missionary rally in the P.B.I.
auditorium on Friday evening, February 26.
The main f eature of the program was a
panel discussion on the work of home missions. Rev. Marlyn W. Anderson, Pastor,
First Nazarene Church of Fresno, Rev.
Hurchell H. Stagg, Secretary of Evangelism
of the Southern Baptist General Convention
of California, and R ev. B. W. Vogt, member of the Horne· Mission s Committee of the
Southern District of the Mennonite Brethren
Churches took part in the discussion. Dr.
G. W . Peters acted as the moder ater. The
discussion centered around two points-the
needs of the mission field in our own country and effective ways of doing the work
of meeting this need.

BIBLE CONFERENCE ECHOES

As in former years, the Annual Bible and
Missionary Conference at P.B.I. proved to
he a time of rich spiritual blessing. All the
sessions were weil attended by students and
friends from the Fresno area and from more
distant places. This was especially true of
the evening services, where Dr. R. R. Brown
of Omaha preached to capacity audiences
in the sanctuary of the Fresno Mennonite
Brethren Church. Dr. Brown's unique presentation of biblical messages with a missionary challenge were inspiring but at the
same time heart-searching.
Due to unforseen conditions arising in
connection with Dr. Brown's pastoral duties in Omaha, the conference closed one
day sooner than had been planned. Instead
of closing the conference on Friday night,
is was necessary to close on Thursday evenmg.
The morning sessions with their emphasis
on dif.ferent phases of Christian service were
also a source of real blessing as men, who
are authorities in their respective fields,
presented the cause of the Sunday School,
pastoral counseling, church evangelism, and
church music. These same topics were f urther discussed in a m ore informal m anner
in the afternoon sessions.
EX-STUDENTS MEET

On Saturday evening, February 13 approximately 15 0 people met for a dinner
in the social hall of the Fresno Mennonite
Brethren Church. Two-thirds of this numher were former students of Pacific Bible
Institute. The purpose of this meeting was
to have a time of reunion with former class
mates and to also discuss ways and means
of a more effective support of Pacific Bible
Institute.
Mr. Joel Wiehe of Shafter served as m aster of ceremonies at the dinner table. R ev.
R. L. Cramer, a .former instructor at the
school and now serving as psychologist and
counselor of the Fresno County secondary
schools, brought a devotional message. Music
was supplied by former musical groups of
the school.
The husiness session was directed by Mr.
Gene Kliewer of Reedley, president of
the organization. Plans were m ade to complete the project of paintin g the administration huilding. One thousand dollars of the
necessary fifteen hundred has already heen
collected for this purpose. Mr. Joel Wiehe
was elected as the president.

GARNER AND WRIGHT SPEAK IN CHAPEL
Dr. Harold Garner, outstanding authority in the field of Christian education and
particularly, the Sunday School, gave a
thought provoking message on January 22.
His subject was "Teaching for Decisions."
His challenge was that every time we teach
the Word of God, we should teach so that
the pupil will never be the same again after
hearing the Word.
Dr. ]. Elwiii Wrigbt, American Secretary
of the World Evangelical Fellowship, spoke
on February 26. His message was based on
Romans 10: 11-1 5 and was a report and an
interpretation of the foreign missionary situation in the light of present day international events. He interpreted the rising tide
of nationalism which is so evident in the
world today, as God's purpose in ra1smg
up a true indigenous church in which the
nationals of each country will administer
the affairs of their own church. He also
reported of the great work that is being
clone among the national churches of South
India.
NEW KITCHEN EQUIPMENT
The Women's Missionary Societies of the
California Mennonite Brethren Churches
have supplied some much needed equipment
for the P.B.I. kitchen. The following items
have been Teceived: cash donations of
$363.00, 14 dozen tea towels, 91 pot holders, 22 aprons, 3 hot p ads, one automatic
deep fryer, and one plastic table cloth. The
donation in money is being used to purchase necessary dishes, cooking utensils, dish
racks, etc.
The school as a whole and especially the
kitchen staff expresses a hearty "thank
you" to all who have made such a generous
con tri bu tion.
SECOND SEMESTER ENROLLMENT
Pacific Bible Institute opened its second
semester with an enrollment of 11 7 students. Of these, twelve are new students.
They have come here from the following
places: Norma Buschman, Richard Elia,
and George Schmidt from Fresno; Kenneth
Elrich, Robert Hodel, and Calvin McElhannon from the Bakersfield area; Rebecca
Farris from EI Cajon; Leroy Neufeld from
Shafter; Mathilda Wall from Orland (Miss
Wall is a missionary home on furlough
from t he Belgian Congo) ; and Ronald Wall
from Lodi. There are two new out-of-state
students, Betty Arnos comes from Marshall,
Arkansas and Daniel Dick from Blaine,
Washington.

P.B.I. RECEIVES MUSIC LIBRARY
Some 9 5 books and a sizeable amount of
music was donated to the P.B.I. library
recently by the late George F . Hilker. Books
on harmony, form and analysis, history of
music, and like comprised most of the
bound-book donations, though a few books
were in the realms of literature, philosophy,
and ·r eligion. The music ranged from vocal
solos and chamber music to instrumental
scores for piano, clarinet, flute, cello, saxaphone, viola, trumpet, and trombone. The
total value of the donation is estimated at
about $ 5 00.
Mr. Hilker taught in the music department of Pacific Bible Institute in the 19 5119 5 2 school year.
However, because of
health conditions he was not able to continue in this field of music. Up to the time
of his sudden death last fall he was employed in the field of elementary school
music. He leaves behind the testimony of
a devout consecrated servant of the Lord.
P. B. 1. CHOIR TO VISIT CHURCHES
The forty-one voice Institute Choir under
the direction o.f Professor Dietrich Friesen
has a full schedule of programs for the remainder of t he semester in visiting the
churches of the constituency. The following
churches have made definite arrangements
for a choir program:
Sunday evening, March 7, the First Baptist Church, Tulare.
Sunday morning, March 14, smaller musical groups will be in the Fruitvale Community Church near Bakersfield, t he Park
Lane Mennonite Brethren Church and the
Grace Mennonite Brethren Church neaT
Shafter.
Sunday evening, March 14, the Mennonite Brethren Church, Shafter.
Sunday evening, March 21, the Mennonite Brethren Church, Winton.
Sunday morning, March 28, the Mennonite Brethren Church, Lodi.
Sunday evening, March 28, the Mennonite Brethren Church, San Jose.
Friday evening, April 2, the Mennonite
Brethren Church, Los Angeles.
Sunday morning, April 4, the Rosedale
Mennonite Brethren Church.
Sunday evening, April 4, the Mcnnonite
Brethren Church, Bakersfield.
Sunday morning and afternoon, May 2,
the Song Festival of California Mennonite
Brethren Churches.
Sunday evening, May 2, the Mennonite
Brethren Church, Fresno.

RADIO CHOIR TO TOUR MIDDLE WEST
LISTEN TO
TttE PACIFIC BIBLE INSTITUTE HOUR
Radio Station KWSO, Wasco, California

1050 on your dial
Every Sunday, 8 :30-9 :00 A .M.
Music by the Radio Choir, testimonies from
the students, a meditation by a member of
the faculty.
PROFESSOR FRIESEN TO DIRECT
"THE MESSIAH"

Mr. Dietrich Friesen, head of the music
department at Pacific Bible Institute has
been selected to direct Handel's oratorio
"The Messiah" which will be given by the
choirs o.f the Mennonite Brethren Churches
of California. This presentation wi ll be
given on Sunday afternoon, May 2 in Fresno Memorial Auditorium. lt will be part
of the program of the annual music festival of these churches.
At present Mr. Friesen is having weekend rehearsa ls with the individual choirs.
He Teports that all the choirs are making
satisfactory progress.
LATIN AMERICA MISSION RALLY

Dr. Peters' recent f ilm on the Indians of
Latin America was shown at the Latin
America Prayer Band Rally on January 15.
The fi lm was entirely in color and was a
study of the cultures of the Indians of the
Choco, the remnants of the Inca Indians
o.f Ecuador, the San Blas Indians of Panama
and the Maya Indians of G u atemala. Dr.
Peters took the movies during his trip last
summer.
The rnlly iteself was built around the
theme, "Who wi ll stand in the gap?" A
!arge map used as a background, t he film ,
songs, and message emphasized the too often
ignored fac t that at our back door lies a
mission field where sin, heathenism, and religious intolerance combine forces against
the missionary and his message of deliver ance. In parts of South America the densest
ignorance of things spiritual prevails; in
others a fanatical reli gious intolerance is
persecuting the believers in Christ. The few
missionaries cannot begin to meet su ch a
need. Hence the question, who wi ll stand
in the gap?

The Pacific Bible Institute Radio Choir
of 21 voices under the direction of Professor Dietrich Friesen is planning an Easter
tour of the Mid-Western States of Oklahoma, Kansas, and Nebraska.
Tentative
plans have been made to visit most of the
Mennonite Brethren Churches in Oklahoma,
and Kansas and the Mennonite Brethren
Church in Henderson, Nebraska. Dr. R. M.
Baerg, Acting President will travel with the
group.
RADIO CHOIR ON TV

The Pacific Bible Institute Radio Choir
under the direction of Professor Dietrich
Friesen, appeared on the Inspiration Hour
on TV Station KVVG (Channel 27), Tulare, California on Sunday, February 14 . The
Inspiration Hour is a religious program under the direction of Mr. Cordell Fray. The
choir sang five numbers during the program.
For most of the singers taking part m a
television program was a new experience,
however, Mr. Fray was so pleased with the
performance of the choir th at he immediately invited them for another program.
They are scheduled to appear on the same
pro gram on March 14 from 2: 3 0 to 3 : 3 0
p.m.
EDUCATIONAL BOARD MEETS

The Pacific Bible Institute Board of Education had its annual meeting on February
19 and 20. Board members represent the
Pacific
District
Mennonite
Brethren
C hurches. Mr. P. ]. Funk, Reedley, California, serves as Chairman of the Board, Mr.
A lbert ]. Enns, Dinuba, California, is the
Vice-Ch airman, Rev. Sam Wiens, Fresno, is
the Secretary and Mr. Egon Hofer, Dinuba K. M. B. Church is the Treasurer. Other
members o.f the board are Mr. P. K. Warkentin, Reedley, honorary member, Mr. Erw in Buller, San Jose, California, Mr. Sam
Reimer, Dallas, Oregon, Mr. Abe S. Ediger,
Shafter, California, Mr. T. R. Nickel, Reedley, California, and Mr. Alvin Karber, Bakersfield, California.
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