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MISS LENTZN ER RETURNS TO COLOMBIA

Kathryn Lentzner has returned to Colom bia for her
second term of
serv1ce after a
year's furlough
in the homeland.
Part of this time
was spent in
gradu ate st udi es
a t the Pacific
Bible Institute
of Fresno, from
which she was
granted her Bachelor of Theology degree in
absentia. Taking care of fina l preparations
for her impending return to the field necessitated her leaving school be.fore the term
was over.

Miss Lentzner writes from La Cumbre that
the Lord very definitely undertook in granting a safe journey back to her field of service. She arrived in Cali, Colombia on June
6, just one year from the time she had left.
REMPEL ELECTED STUDENT PRESIDENT

Nick Rempel, Sophomare from Abbotsford, British Columbia, was elected student
body president at the annu al election held
by the P.B.I. students on May 6. Other officers elected are Eugene Janzen, Orland, California, Vice-President; Aldene Friesen, Fresno, Secretary; Mary Ann Heidebrecht, Corn,
Oklahoma, Treasurer; Lillian Wiehert, Fair-view, Oklahoma, Portal Editor; and Miriam
Doerksen, Congo Belge, Africa, Richard
Patzkowsky, Reedley, California, and Jim
Vogt, Corn, Oklahoma, Representatives to
the Student Council.
GRADUATES PRESENT GIFT

The graduating dass of 195 3 presented
four lec terns as their dass gif t to the
school. The lecterns in natural wood finish,
will be used in the four largest dass rooms.
The gift was presented at the Senior
Chapel on May 26 by Senior Class President,
Ernest Friesen. Dean R. M. Baerg received
the gift and also offered the dedicatory
prayer.
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KROEKERS LEAVE FOR AFRICA

Bob and W anda Kroeker and infant
daughter, Cherie Diane, left Fresno on June
17 enroute to New York via the State of
\\7ashington. From New York they plan to
sail for Africa on J uly 21. The Kroekers
will be serving as missionaries under the
Mennonite Brethren Board of Foreign Missions at their station in Kipungu, Congo
Belge.
A brief farewe ll service was conducted by
Rev. H. R . Wiens, Assistant Pastor, Reedley
Mennonite Brethren Church, at the Southern
Paci.fic Depot just before the Kroekers left.
They plan to visit Mrs. Kroeker's parents in
W ashington before going east.
Rev. Kroeker h as been a student at the
Pacific Bible Institute from 1946-49 and
the first semester of this past year. Mrs.
Kroeker was graduated with an A.B. degree
in 1949.
MARTENS AWARDED SCHOLARSHIP

Mary Esther Martens, member of the
Junior dass was granted the $7 5 A lumni
Association scholarship. This scholarship is
granted annually to a worthy student who
is in prepara tion for foreign missionary service. The money is applied to next year's
school expenses.
Miss Martens' home is in Fairview, Oklahoma. She is a transfer student from Rio
Grande Bible Institute, Edinburg, Texas.
Miss Martens is preparing for mission work
in the Latin American countries.
STUDENT CONTRIBUTIONS TO MISSIONS

The P .B.I. student body has contributed
$616. 00 for foreign and home missions dur-

ing this past school year. This money was
gathered in of.ferings at the Wednesday
mornin g chapel services which h ave been
under the direction of the Student Council.
The offerings were divided as follows-Yz
for foreign missions, Y4 for home missions,
and Y4 for the general fund. The general
fund includes the money that is gathered as
special gifts to students and graduates from
the school who are goin g to the mission
field.

GOSSENS TO SER.VE IN EUROPE

Rev. and Mrs.
John W. Gossen
an d daughters
Joan and Margaret will be
leaving for Europe the 1atter
part of July.
They will be doing missionary
work with Rev.
and Mrs. J. W.
Vogt of Corn,
Oklahoma, under the Mennoni te Brethren Board of Foreign Missions.
Their work will be primarily among the
displaced persons living in refugee camps
in Austria and Germany.
Rev. Gossen was ordained to the ministry
by the Mennonite Brethren Church of Corn,
Oklahoma, on Sunday, June 28.
R ev. Gossen was a student at Pacific
Bible Institute for the past two years and
was graduated from the two year Bible Institute course this spring. For the past year
he served as pastor of the Mission Bible
Church of Fresno.
ALUMNI AN D FORMER STUDENT NEWS

R aymond (Th.B. '51) and Mathilda
(Bible Inst. '5 1) R eimer will be working in
t he Post Oak Mission School, Indiahoma, Oklahoma, this coming school year. Mr. Reimer
will teach the third and fourth grades and
will also have charge of the bus transportation of the school children. The Post Oak
Mission School is operated for Indian childTen under the Men'nonite Brethren Board of
Foreign Missions.
Jacob and Linda H einrichs (student '48'49) Ewert will be leaving for India the
latter part of June where Mr. Ewert will
take a full time position on the high school
staff of the Union Mission School at Kodai~
kanal. The Ewerts are being seht out by the
Mennonite Brethren Board of Foreign Missions and will also serve as house parents
and spiritual supervisors of the home for
the Mennonite Brethren missionary children
attending the Union Mission School.
Susan Suderman (student '49-'50) will be
leaving for the Mennonite Brethren mission
field in Colombia, S. A. in the near future.
Miss Suderman is a Tegistered nurse and will
serve in that capacity on the mission field.

DR. LAURIN ADDRESSES GRADUATES

Dr. Roy L. Laurin, Pastor Eagle Rock
Baptist Church, Los Angeles, California,
gave the address at the eighth annual commencement of the Pacific Bible Institute on
the subject "You Belang to God." He pointed out to the graduating dass that they
belang to God in a two-fold way-by creation and by redemption. All men are God's
creatures by the first birth and are related
through Adam's blood. But only by a second
birth do they become God's children. They
are then related through Christ's blood. The
recognition of the fact that we belang to
God will prepare the individual for livi~g
in right relation to God and man. lt will
also furnish the world with a successful
way of living in which God and man are
in harmony.
The commencement processional was played by Joel Balzer, trumpet, and Professor
Phyllis Hiebert, organ. Rev. Dan Goertzen,
Dean of Students, led in the invocational
prayer and Professor J. E. Warkentin read
the Scripture. Diplomas and degrees were
conferred upon twenty-six students by Dr.
R. M. Baerg, Dean of the School and Professor S. W. Goossen, Registrar. Professor A.
G. Willems offered the prayer of dedication
and Rev. Dan E. Friesen dosed the service
with the benediction.
The school choir under the direction of
Professor Diedrich Friesen sang "I'd Rather
Have Jesus" by Shea, " Teach Me to Trust"
arranged by Friesen, and "Precious Lo~d,
Take My Hand" by Dorsey. The Ladies
Sextet and Richard Patzkowsky sang "List
the Cherubic Host" by Gaul.
Mr. P. J. Funk, Chairman of the Board
of Education, made a formal announceme~t
that Dr. R. M. Baerg will assume the pos1tion of acting president as of July 1, 1953.
FACULTY AND STAFF ACTIVITIES

Dr. and Mrs. R . M. Baerg are at present
in Saskatchewan, Canada, visiting with their
families in the Hepburn community. Dr.
Baerg had a week of meetings in the Mennonite Brethren Church at Lustre, Montana,
from June 7-12.
From June 14-21 both Dr. and Mrs. Baerg
were active in a Bible camp at Sawyer,
North Dakota. Mrs. Baerg taught dasses
in Bible Characters and Dr. Baerg taught a
dass in Christian Living and also served as
camp evangelist in the evenings.
The Baergs expect to return to fTesno the
early part of July.
(Cont. Page 4)

GRADUATES SERVING THE LORD

A good number of the twenty-six students
who were graduated from the Pacific Bible
Institute this spring are already in the
Lord's service. All but one of the students
receiving the bachelor of theology degree
are in full time service and the one exception
is planning to enter a seminary for further
training next fall. Victor Becker has accepted the call to the pastorate of the newly
organized Mennonite Brethren Church in
Weatherford, Oklahoma. Lewis Boese is returning to Premont, Texas, to serve as pastor
of the Mennonite Brethren Church there.
Martin Canavan is continuing his service as
pastor of the Missionary Baptist Church in
Corcoran, California. He has enrolled in the
Winona Lake School of Theology Flying
Seminar. This will take him on a tour of
the Near East the latter part of July. Ebner
Friesen is serving as pastor of the East Side
Community Chapel in Bakersfield, California. This chapel is under the direction of the
Bakersfield Mennonite Brethren Church.
Ernest Friesen is serving as interim pastor of
the Church of the Brethren in Raisin City,
California. The Friesens are also making
preparations to leave for India where they
will serve as missionaries under the Mennonite Brethren Board of Foreign Missions.
Henry Krahn is attending the Summer Institute of Linguistics of the Wycliff Translators in University of Oklahoma. Kathryn
Lentzner has returned to the · mission field
in Colombia, South America. Daniel Petker
will take up the work at the Lawton View
Mission in Lawton, Oklahoma, as soon as he
and Mrs. Petker return from a visit in
British Columbia, Canada. James Rockhalt
has accepted the pastorate of a Pilgrim Holiness Church in Roseburg, Oregon. Harold
Thiessen is planning to enroll in Northwestern Evangelical Seminary, Minneapolis, Minnesota this fall.
Of the students rece1vmg the bachelor
o.f arts degree, lrvin Friesen is doing deputation work and is making preparations to
return to the mission field in the Belgian
Congo, Africa. Paul Heier is se:ving as an
extension worker for the Mennomte Brethren
Church of San Jose, California. Willie
Heinrichs, Vernon Pauls and Frank Thiessen
are planning further studies.
Of the Bible Institute graduates, Ruby
Huey is working among the Indians in
Arizona and John Gossen is going to Europe
as a mission worker under the Mennomte
Brethren Board of Foreign Missions.

ANNUAL ALUMNI MEETING

The homey atmosphere of Magnuson's
Country Dining Room near Selma furnished
the setting for the annual banquet of the
Alumni Association o.f the Pacific Bible
Institute on Saturday evening, May 23.
There were 7 6 alumni members and guests
present to enjoy the luscious chicken d~nner
and share in the program and fellowsh1p of
the evening.
Friends had gathered from far and near
and hardly needed the encouragement to
visit given by the president, Menno Sehellenberg, in his words of welcome.
Victor Becker, vice-president of the association, presided during the program whi~h
corisisted of two trumpet duets by Melvm
Nikkel and Harold Fleishauer, a testimony
by Herman Buller, two vocal duets by Sally
Letkeman and Mary Thiesen, and a message
by Rev. Dan E. ·Friesen, pastor of the Fresno
Mennonite Brethren Church. In his message
on "The Call of God," based on John 1 5 : 16,
Rev. Friesen pointed out that everyone is
called into the world, His children are called
out again through the experience of salvation and then sent into the world once
mor~ to serve as Christ's ambassadors. Faithful and effective service in response to the
call of God makes life worth living. The
impact of the responsibility of those who
have had training in a Christian school
challenged all present to more zealous serv1ce.
New officers were elected and for the
ensuing year Herman Buller will serve as
president; John Koop, vice-president; Lorena
Kroeker, recording secretary and treasurer;
and Pauline Karber, corresponding secretary.
At the business meeting a motion was passed
that the scholarship grant be continued. A
scholarship in the amount of $7 5.00 will
be presented to a student who is preparing
for service in the foreign mission field.
Alumni members who have not submitted
their dues are encouraged to do so that the
projects o.f granting scholarships may continue and increase.
The bonds of the Alumni Association are
being knit more closely from year to year.
Again at the occasion of this an~ual. ba~
quet, the feeling that the orgamzat.10~ 1s
united in a common cause was def1mtely
sensed. The Lord is using alumni members
in many parts of the world and will continue to send · them forth for service as they
give heed and are obedient to the call of
God.
-Olive W arkentin, Secretary

Dr. G . W. Peters is spendin g the summer'
months in missionary work and studies in
South America. He reports that he is at
present in the Choco of Colombia visiting
the Mennonite Brethren mission field there.
He relates of the spiritual blessings accompanying the mission work there. Besides
visiting different places in Colombia, Dr.
Peters also expects to v isit the country of
Ecuador.
Mr. Dietrich Friesen is doing graduate
work at the University of Wichita, Wichita,
Kansas, this summer. The Friesens plan to
return to Fresno a.fter the summer school
and then go to British Columbia, Canada,
where they will spend the remainder of the
summ er.
Mr. Joel W arkentin is serving as pastor
of the Sunset Gardens Chapel. Besides this
he is directing four weeks of V acation Bible
School- two weeks in the Fresno Mennonite
Brethren Church and two weeks in the Mission Bible Church. Mr. W arkentin is also
active in the Hartland Summer Bible Camp
program for boys and girls. He will direct
the camp for three weeks in July and August .
Miss Phyllis Hiebert is spending the summer with her parents, Rev. and Mrs. ]. N.
C . Hiebert of Hillsboro, Kansas. According
t o the Hillsboro Journal, Miss Hiebert is at
present vacationing in Minnesota.
Mr. S. W. Goossen has been busy at the
school with his duties as registrar. This includes editing the new school catalog and
completing and sending out the grade cards
of the past semester. Mr. Goossen is also
serving as pastor of the Peace Parish United
Presbytetian Church.
Mr. Dan E. Goertzen is doing supply
preaching in different churches of the community. During the week days he is busy
giving his new home the finishing touches.
The Goertzens expect to move into their
new home in the near .future.
Mr. A. G. Willems is continuing his
studies. He is also doing supply preaching
on Sundays.
Miss Mathilda Fast is continuing her work
in the library. In the mornings she is attending classes at Fresno State College. For the
past t wo weeks, she was helping with the
Vacation Bible School in the Fresno M. B.
Church.
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Miss Olive W arkentin, the office secretary, is doing the clerical work of the
school. For the past week she has been busy
mailing the new school catalogs. Miss Warkentin expects to take her vacation in the
Pacific N orthwest, going as far north as
Vancouver Island, British Columbia.
Miss Sarah Bedrosian, the bookkeeper, has
just returned from her vacation in Southern
Californ ia.
Mr . Albert Kohfeld, the business manager,
is at present looking after his business interests in Blaine, Washington. The Kohfelds
expect to return to Fresno by August 1.
EXTENSION MINISTER

In 2 Ki. 16: 10-16 we have the account of
King Ahaz of Judah removing the Altar of
the Lord from its central place and replacing it with an altar . of his own liking
copied after a heathen altar he saw in Damascus. The King comm ands Urijah, the
priest, "Offrr all my offerings upon the
new altar, but keep the old altar for me to
inquire by." How subtle this temptation!
Reason dictates that our way is more attractive and more appealing than God's old
fashioned way of . the brazen A ltar, and so
we bring our consecration and service according to our choice, yet we want God to
crown our e.fforts with results and we wan t
His guidance and presence when we need it.
We need moments of deep heart examination
and reconsecration, remembering that God
accepts our offerings only from the old
fashioned altar of His will, the altar w hich
He has dedicated.
The Lord willing we shall be ministering
in the Annual Union Evan gelistic Campaign in Tampa, Kansas, July 26 to August
9. \Ve solicit your prayers for these services.
At present we are trying to fill our weekends and Wednesday nights with services
where churches are open to us featuring the
impressive Missionary Film "Regions Beyond." We also have access to several very
fine Horne Mission films which show how
others go about founding churches in new
communities. Any of these films could be a
definite means of blessing to our congregations. Any group desiring such service is
invited to contact us at the Bible Institute
address. We are at your service.
-G. H . J antzen

