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COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
Roy L. Laurin, D .D. of Pasadena, California, Pastor, Eagle Rock Baptist Church,
Los A ngeles, California, is Chairm an of the
Board of
Trustees o f
Westmont
Colle ge an d
member of its
Executive Commi ttee an d a
Trustee
of Fuller Eva n g e 1 i stic Foundation.
Dr. Laurin
has b e e n
identified with a wide range of Christian
activity in Southern California for the past
twenty years previous to w hich he held
Eastern pastorates. In his ministry he has
been largely indentified wi th inter-dencminational C hr istian efforts in church and edu·Cational institution s including the editorship of a !arge Christian magazine.
Dr. Laurin h as enjoyed an extensive Bible
Conference ministry includin g many individual churches and national conferences. In
the prosecution of this conference ministry,
he makes numerou s trips annually into all
parts of the United States. He has recently
toured Europe, preaching in nine countries.
Dr. Laurin is the author of numerous
books including several devotional exposit ions already published in his "Life Series"
such as "Life Begins"- Romans, 'Life Matures"- ! Corinthians, "Life Endures"-II
Corinthi ans. This series when completed is
to embrace works on all the New Testament
E pistles. Besides this series he ha s published
many individual books, pamph lets, booklets,
and tra cts. He is also a frequent contributor
to many evangelical periodicals.
Dr. Laurin w ill give the address at the
Comm encement Exercises of the Pacific
Bible Institute on May 29 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Mennonite Brethren Church located on
t he corner of Orchard and Olive in Fresno.
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DR. BAERG NAMED ACTING PRESIDENT

Dr. R. M. Baerg, Dean of Pacific Bible
Institute, has been named acting president
of Pacific Bible Institute according to an
official announcement by the school's board
of education.
Dr. Baerg h as been with the school for
three years and has served as clean of the
school for the past two years. He is takin g
up the work which Dr. G . W. Peters layed
down last year. Dr. Baerg will take up his
work as acting president on July 1 of this
year. His appointment to this position was
made at the annual board meeting held in
February.
D r. Baerg is weil qualified for this administrative position. His formal education
was received in Canada where he earned
public school teachers credentials, in T abor
College, and in the Northwestern Schools.
He holds the degree doctor of theology from
the Seminary of the Northwestern Schools.
Dr. Baerg also ha s wide experience in the·
educational world having served for several
years as a public school teacher and also as
a Bible School and Bible College teacher before coming to Pacific Bible Institute. As
Chairman of the Presidential Committee of
the school this year, Dr. Baerg is well acquainted with the work and duties of the
office of president.

COMMENCEMENT SEASON
This season of the year brings definite
milestones into the Jives of many of the
young people. This is especially true of the
many who will be graduating from the institutions of higher learning to enter into
new fields of studies or service.
This is also commencement season at
P. B. 1. As we look back on the past year,
we must say that the Lord has blessed in a
wonderful way. And now, as we present to
you the calendar of the commencement activities, we also invite you to attend them
if possible, but above all eise we ask you to
pray for those who are now going forth into
a fuller service for the Lord.
CHOIR TOURS PACIFIC NORTHWEST
The 3 6-voice a cappella choir made P.B.I.
history when it took a ten-day tour through
northern California, Oregon, Washington,
and southern British Columbia. This is the
first extended tour ever to be made by a
P. B. 1. choir. The students, together with
Mr. Dietrich Friesen, director, Dr. Baerg,
and Miss Hiebert, left on a chartered Greyhound bus on April 10 and returned April
. 19.
The hills of Washington and even a snowstorm in the Oregon mountains were a welcome change from Fresno streets. The choir
was weil received in Dallas, Salem, and
Blaine, as weil as in the California churches
at Orland, Lodi, and Winton. The people,
everywhere were most hospitable in receiving students into their homes and reported
favorable impressions of the program offered
them.
Audiences were especially !arge in Vancouver, Yarrow, and Abbotsford, the three
Canada stops. Students who had never before been out of California found the visit
to our churches in B. C. full of interest.
The group spent half a day sight-seeing and
sailing the bay at Vancouver before setting
out for the snow-capped mountains of Yarrow. They sang in the Yarrow Bible School,
the Mennonite Educational Institute in
Clearbrook, and the Y arrow Horne for the
Aged as weil as in the three churches in that
area.
On April 24 the choir traveled south and
spent the weekend in the Los Angeles, Bakersfield and Rosedale churches and on Sunday evening, May 3 they gave a program
in the Reedley M. B. Church. Their calendar for the rest of the school year includes
programs in Shafter M. B. Church, Zion K.
M. B. Church, Immanuel Academy in Reedley, and Fresno M. B. Church.

CHOIRS VISIT P. B. 1.
The Tabor College choir took time out
during its tour of the Valley to bring us
a morning program of testimonies, quartet
and choir numbers. The Tabor students were
also our dinner guests and spent the afternoon visiting with friends here. Traveling
with them were Herbert C. Richert and Dr.
L. J. Franz of the Tabor facu!ty.
The Immanuel Academy choir presented
the chapel program on April 29. The choir
numbers, ranging from classical music to
Negro spirituals and gospel songs, were interspersed with testimonies and a vocal solo.
The choir was accompanied by Paul Ratzlaff, director, and Arthur Wiehe, Principal
of the school.
SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION CONVENES
The annual southwest convention of the
National Sunday School Association was held
in Los Angeles April 2 3, 24, 2 5. The association is affiliated with the National Association of Evangelicals. lt prepares lesson
outlines used by fifteen publishing houses,
including the Mennonite Brethren Publishing House of Hillsboro, Kansas. About two
million pupils use the quarterlies following
these ou tlines.
Among the speakers featured at the convention were Rev. Clate Risely of Chicago,
secretary of the National Sunday School
Association, and Miss Henrietta Mears of
the Gospel Light Press. Mr. Joel Warkentin,
instructor oi Christian Education, represented the Pacific Bible Institute at the convention.
CALENDAR OF SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
THE ANNUAL SCHOOL SPRING
BANQUET will be held on the evening of
Friday, May 15. Rev. H. H. Epp, Pastor,
Mennonite Brethren Church, Lodi, California, will be the banquet speaker.
HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR DA Y, Friday,
May 22. The traditional "Senior Day" for
high school students will begin at 9:00 a.m.
with a brief chapel service in the Institute
auditorium. This will be followed by a time
of recreation at Roeding Park. A picnic
lunch will be served at noon in the park.
The invitation is open to all interested high
school seniors.
STUDENT VOICE AND PIANO RECITAL, Friday evening, May 22. Professors
Friesen and Hiebert of the music department will present their voice and piano students in a recital which will be open to the
public.
FINAL SEMESTER EXAMINATIONS,
Monday, May 25 - Thursday, May 28.

EXTENSION MINISTER'S REPORT
"Lo, I am with you always." We have
just stretched this promise another five
thousand miles and it held good. We very
definitely sensed the Lord's presence in the
seven weeks of work in the Mennonite Brethren Churches of Ingalls, Ebenfeld, Wichita
and Hillsboro, Kansas; in Inola and Okeene,
Oklahoma; and in Joes, Colorado. God gave
a wonderful time of fellowship in all these
places and we found joy and liberty in giving out the Word. There are no finer people
than God's people and I know of no finer
group of men than the loyal, soul-loving
pastors the Lord has given to our churches.
And there is no greater message than the
Word of the Lord. How it applies itself to
everv man's need is a constant cause for rejoici~g to me. Our prayer is that the Great
Shepherd of Souls may keep those who have
found Christ in these two months and that
those who have made resolutions may go
on with Christ in a life of true consecration.
The film ministry definitely contributed
to the eftectiveness of the work. "Regions
Beyond," one of the finest missionary films
out, and "Charge That To My Account,"
an evangelistic film, h ave m ade deep impressions and stirred hearts to consecra tion.
The two mentioned and several other films
are now the property of Pacific Bible Institute. Write us about dates for showings.
The Extension Ministry has been ·a real
joy to us and we praise God that it has also
been fruitful through His blessings. lt, however, has its hardships and Mrs. J antzen
joins me in asking for a place in your prayers for ourselves and for our family as weil
as for the School. God bless you, our many
friends; we thank God for you.
-G. H. Jantzen.
YEARBOOK NEWS
The 19 53 PORTAL, our student yearbook, shows promise of being one of the
best yet produced with its short write-ups
and over 3 00 snaps of school personnel and
activity. Paul Heier, editor, says that most
of the 200 books being printed have already
been sold. The PORTAL is due from the
printers in about two weeks. lt has 80 pages
and is being sold for $ 5..
Other members of the staff are Eugene
Janzen, business manager; Nick Rempel,
advertising manager; Agnes Enns, assistant
editor; Roberta Kroeker, art editor; and ·Mr.
Warkentin and Miss Hiebert, faculty adsors.

DR. PETERS TO VISIT MISSION FIELD
Dr. G. W. Peters, Professor of Missions
and Theology at the Pacific Bible Institute
and a member of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Mennonite Brethren Church,
has been requested by the Mission Board to
visit their field in Colombia, South America.
The purpose oi the visit is to work with the
missionaries in finding a solution to the
problems which confront them in their work
and also to minister in a spiritual way to
the missionaries.
Dr. Peters intends to visit the countries
of Guatemala and Costa Rica, Central America and in Ecuador, South America for
missionary studies, after he has completed
his assignment in Colombia.
Dr. Peters plans to leave on his tour at
the end of the present school year and will
spend the greater part of the summer on
this m1ss10n.
INDIA MISSION RALLY
The final mission rally oi this school year
was in charge of the India Prayer Band
who presented a program on the evening of
May 1. The featured speakers were Mrs.
Herman Warkentin and Rev. H. K. Warkentin.
Mrs. Warkentin has just returned from
the mission field in India where she and her
husband, the late Rev. Herman Warkentin,
were serving as missionaries under the Mennonite Brethren Board of Foreign Missions.
Mrs. Warkentin gave a very informative report of their work on the field which consisted m ainly of village evangelism.
Rev. H. K. Warkentin, the father-in-law
to Mrs. Warkentin, has visited India on two
occasions and was there when the Lord so
suddenly called home his son, Rev. Herman
Warkentin. His message was illustrated with
kodachrome slides and motion pictures. Besides showing many pictures of the actual'
work af evangelism amon g the masses of
· India, he also showed pictures af the funeral
of his son.
The program was presented to .a capacity
audience and left a tremendous challenge
for the missionary enterprise with the congregation.
Nick Rempel, Student Chairman of the
India Prayer Band, had charge of the service. Another student, Gien Ewert, led in the
invocation. Appropriate musical selections
were presented by members oi the Prayer
Band. Dr. G. W. Peters, Faculty Advisor
of the Prayer Bands, closed the service with
prayer.

EVENTS OF COMMENCEMENT SEASON

SENIOR ORGAN RECITAL
Tuesday, May 19, 8:00 P.M.
Pacific Bible Institute Auditorium
Presented by Mrs. Evelyn Koop, Candidate
for A.B. degree with music major.
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BANQUET
Saturday, May 23, 7:00 P.M.
Magnuson's, Selma, California
BACCALAUREATE SERVICE
Sunday, May 24, 7:30 P.M.
Mennonite Brethren Church, Orchard and
Olive, Fresno, California.
Address: Dean R. M. Baerg, Th.D.

SENIOR CHAPEL
Tuesday, May 26, 9:00 A.M.
Pacific Bible Institute Auditorium
COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
Friday, May 29, 7:30 P.M.
Mennonite Brethren Church, Fresno, California.
Address: The Reverend Roy L. Laurin, D.D„
Pastor, Eagle Rock Baptist Church, Los
Angeles, California.
RECEPTION FOR THE GRADUATES
Friday, May 29, 9:30 P.M.
The Patio, Pacific Bible Institute

GRADUATING CLASS OF 1953

BACHELOR OF THEOLOGY
Victor E. Becker
A.B. Pacif ic Bible Institute
Lewis H. Boese
B.S. Southwestern State College
Martin V. Canavan
A.B. Pacific Bible Institute
Ebner J. Friesen
A.B. Pacific Bible Institute
Ernest H. Friesen
A.B. Pacific Bible Institute
Henry George Krahn
A. B. Tabor College, Graduate Study Kansas
State Teacher's College
Kathryn Lentzner
Tabor College, Moody Bible Institute
Daniel William Petker
A.B. Pacific Bible Instif1tte
J ames Doal Rockholt
A.B. Pacific Bible Institute
Harold Melvin Thiessen
A.B. Pacific Bible Institute
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BACHELOR OF ARTS
Irvin Leander Friesen
Missions Major
Paul George Heier
Theology Major
Willie Robert Heinrichs
Theology Major
Evelyn Illene Koop
Music Major
Vernon Pauls
Theology Major
Frank Thiessen
Christian Education Major
ASSOCIATE IN ARTS
Ella Bernice Buhler
BIBLE INSTITUTE DIPLOMA COURSE
Rubie M. Huey
Paul Kroeker
BIBLE INSTITUTE CERTIFICATE
COURSE
Belva Marie Becker
Lucille Faye Fast
Bernard Eugene Giesbrecht
John W. Gossen
Marilyn Jane Harms
Delores Elaine Heinrich
Judith Ann Wiens

